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TRAVEL 


OF 


Sir    JOHN    CHARD  IN, 

THROUGH 

MINGRELIA  and    GEORGIA  into   PERSIA 


Containing  an  account  of  his  fetting  out  from  Paris  in  the  fervice 
of  the  French  king;  a  defcription  of  the  diflPerent  places  he 
touched  at;  of  the  manners,  cufcoras,  and  religion  of  the  inhabi- 
tants ;  together  with  an  account  of  the  various  adventures  that 
took  place  till  his  return  to  Europe. 


1.  LEFT  Paris  on  the  lythof  Aiiguft  j6jii 
to  return  to  Perfia,  where  the  late  king  had  by 
letters  patent  made  me  his  merchant,  and  ordered 
me  to  procure  many  jewels  of  value,  his  majefty 
having  drawn  with  his  own  hand,  the  models  by 
which  he  would  have  them  fet.  Mr.  Raifin,  a  gentle- 
man of  great  integrity,  who  had  been  my  companion 
in  n)y  former  travels,  engaged  again  in  this  trade. 
We  ipent  fourteen  months  in  the  richefi:  countries 
of  Europe,  in  fearch  of  the  largcft  Hones,  and  the 
fineft  wrouglit  corals.  We  caufed  to  be  made  the 
richeft  goldfinith's  work,  watches  and  curious  clocks, 
and  belides,  took  with  us  twelve  tiioufand  ducats  in 
gold. 

■  We  travelled  by  the  way  of  Milan,  Venice  and 
Florence,  and  arriving  at  Leghorn,  embarked  in  a 
iliip  under  a  Dutch  convoy  ;  and  failed  to  Smyrna^i 
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which  v;-e  reached  on  the  fecond  of  March  1672,  and 
twelve  days  after  arrived  at  Conftaritinople.  Iri 
this  city  we  remained  four  months  ;  but  in  the 
mean  while  there  happening  a  quarrel  between  the 
grand  vizier  and  the  French  ambalTador,  a  report 
was  fpread,  that  the  former  intended  to  arreft,  not 
only  ihe  ambalfador,  but  all  of  the  French  nation 
in  that  city^,  when  being  afraid  that  our  goods, 
which  were  very  rich,  would  be  feized,  we  endea- 
voured by  all  poffible  means  to  leave  Conftantinople, 
and  to  proceed  on  our  journey  to  Perfia.  The 
caravans  in  thofe  hot  months  did  not  travel ;  but 
the  Porte  being  about  to  fend  a  new  commander  with 
foldiers,  and  the  annual  fupply  of  money  to  the 
fort  of  Azoph  on  the  lake  Moeotis,  we  obtained  a 
pafiage  in  a  Turkifli  faick  belonging  to  the  fleets 
and  on  the  27th  of  July  embarked  at  a  port  in  the 
Thracian  Bofphorus. 

This  ftreight  which  is  about  fifteen  miles  in  length, 
and  in  moft  parts  about  two  in  breadth,  though  in 
others  it  is  lefs,  is  fo  called,  from  its  being  fuppofed 
that  an  ox  may  fwim  over  it.  It  is  certainly  one  of 
the  riioft  delightful  channels  in  the  world  ;  for  the 
riling  fhores  are  covered  with  pleafure-houfes,  gar- 
dens, woods,  parks,  and  wildernelFes,  watered  with 
a  multitude  of  fprings  and  fountains.  In  fair  weather 
the  pafiage  through  it  is  r'endered  exceeding  divert- 
ing, from  the  great  number  of  barks  that  are  con- 
tinually failing  backwards  and  forwards;  and  the 
profpe(5t  of  Conftantinople  from  the  top  of  it  at 
about  two  miles  diftance,  is  more  charming  than 
can  be  imagined.  There  are  four  caftles  well  fortifi- 
ed with  great  guns,  two  of  them  oppofite  each  other, 
eight  miles  from  the  Black  Sea,  and  two  at  the 
mouth  of  the  channel. 

On  the  third  of  Auguft  in  the  morning,  we  arrived 
at  Caffa,  a  port  in  the  Tauricus  Cherfonefus,  a 
peninfula  fo  called,  from  its  being  firft  inhabited  by 
the  Scythians  of  Mount  Ta-urus.    It  is  thirty-five 
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leagues  frotii  north  to  fouth,  and  55  from  eaft  to 
ueit.  But  the  iflhmus  that  joins  it  to  the  continent 
is  not  above  a  league  in  breadth.  It  is  inhabited  by 
the  Crim  Tartars,  who  dwell  in  cities  and  towns, 
wh'Ie  their  neighbours  the  Nogays  and  Calmucs, 
dwell  in  tents,  as  the  reft  do  on  the  continent, 

Caifa  is  a  large  town  in  Crim  Tartary,  built  at 
the  bottom  of  a  hill,  on  the  bank  of  the  fea,  extend- 
ing in  !•.  ngth  nearly    from  north   to  fouth.     It  is 
furrounded  with   ftrong   walls,  and  has  a  caftle  at 
eai  h   of  the  two  ends,  which  advance  into  the  fea, 
whence   the  town   on    being  viewed   from  a  velTel 
in  the  harbour,  appears  to  built  iri  the  form  of  an 
half-moon.   Thecaftie  to  the  fouth  is  on  an  eminence, 
which  commands  all   the  parts  about  it.   it  is  very 
large,   and   the  relidence  of  the  baifa  :   the  other  is 
fmailer,   but   is  well    provided  with  aitillery.     The 
ho.ifes  in  the  town  are  computed  at   about  4000,  of 
which  about  3200  belong  to  the  Turks  and  Tartars, 
and   the  reft  to  the  Greeks  and  Armenians  :  they 
are  fmall,  and  built  of  earth,  as  are  alio  the  mofques, 
bazars,  and  bath  ;  for  it  has  not  any  edifice  of  (tone, 
if  we  except  eight  ancient  rumous  churches  erecSted 
hy  the  Genoefe ;  the  foil  about  it  is  dry  and  fandy, 
bearing   little   fruit,  and  the  water  is  bad  ;  but  the 
air  is  very  pure  and  whoicfome.     All   provifions  are 
very  cheap  and    good,  mutton    being  not  above  a 
farthing  a  pound,  and  other  things  in   proportion. 
There  is  a  great  trade  carried  on  here  in  falt-fifh  and 
caviare,   which  being  taken  out  of  the  lake  Mceotis, 
at   twenty  fix   miles   diftance,  in    great   quantities, 
are  tranfported  into  Europe.     The  inhabitants  alfo 
furnidi  Conftantinople  and  feveral  other  places,  with 
corn,   butter,   and  lalt;  for  the  Calf  a  butter  is  the 
belt  in  all  Turky. 

On  the  30th  of  Auguft  we  left  Caffa,  in  a  Ihip 
bound  for  Mingrelia,  and  the  next  day  arrived  at 
Donilow,  or  the  falt-pits,  which  are  fituated  on  the 
ihore  iifty  miles  from  CaiTa.    Here  are  great  quantl- 
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ties  of  fait  made  by  letting  in  the  fea  water,  and 
fiiffering  it  to  congeal  by  the  heat  of  the  fun.  The 
people  iliy,  that  two  hundred  veflels  are  annually 
laden  with  this  fait,  paying  only  two  Ihillings  a  day 
to  thofe  who  load  it.  About  a  mile  from  the  (liore 
is  a  village  of  the  Tartars,  where  there  is  not  above 
ten  or  twelve  houfes  with  a  little  mofque,  and  round 
about  is  a  great  number  of  tents  with  feveral  wag- 
gons clofe  covered,  which  ferve  them  in  Head  of 
houfes.  Some  of  thefe  tents  are  handfome  enough, 
being  made  of  round  poles  with  others  croffing 
them,  covered  on  the  outfide  with  large  felts  draw  ii 
tight  over  them.  They  have  a  door  of  the  fame, 
and  above  a  little  window,  to  admit  the  light,  and 
let  out  the  fmoke.  The  infide  is  hung  with  tapeftry, 
and  the  floor  alfo  covered  with  it.  Every  family 
has  not  only  one  of  thefe  tents,  but  two  others, 
covered  with  a  large  coarfe  woollen  cloth,  one  for 
the  fervants  and  kitchen,  in  which  is  a  pit  five 
feet  deep  to  make  a  fire  in  for  dreffing  their  meat, 
the  other  tent  is  for  their  horles  and  cattle.  Their 
corn  and  forage  they  llore  in  magazines  under 
ground,  which  they  cover  fo  exadfly  that  none  can 
find  them  but  themfeives.  They  can  remove  thair 
tents  with  little  trouble,  and  in  a  very  Ihort  time  ; 
on  wh^ch  occafion  they  carry  them  away  in  carts 
drawn  by  horfes  and  oxen,  of  wliich  they  breed  a 
great  number:  they  profefs  the  Mahometan  religion, 
but  intermix  it  with  ridicuiousopinions  ot  divination. 
From  Donfiow  wt  filled  along  the  channel  to 
Cape  Cuodos,  the  Corocondama  of  Ptolemy,  whei-e 
the  coafts  that  bound  the  lake  Moeotis,  which  are 
very  mountainous,  are  Pecn  at  thirty  miles  diitance. 
From  CafFa  to  the  fireights  that  open  into  this  fake 
is  I20  miles.  The  country  on  both  lides  is  jubjec^l; 
to  the  Turks,  and  thinly  inhabited  by  the  Tartars^, 
almoll  all  the  coall  beii^g  defert.  From  the  ftreight 
to  Mingrelia  is  reckoned  600  miles  along  the  lliorej 
"which  confiils  of  pleafant  woods,  thinly  inhabited 
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hy  the  Circaffiaii  Tartars,  who  are  neither  rubje(5t 
nor  tributary  to  the  Porte.  The  veffels  that  come 
from  Conitaiitinopie  to  MiiigrelJa  trade  with  this 
people,  but  do  it  with  their  arms  m  their  hands, 
and  by  ho'tages;  tor  they  are  remarkable  for  their 
infidelity  and  perndioufDefs,  and  feldom  tad  to  Ileal 
wherever  they  find  an  opportunity.  The  trade 
"with  them  is  carried  on  by  exchange  ;  the  Circaflidns 
bringing  down  (laves  of  all  ages  and  ft:xes,  hoiieyi 
wax,  leather,  jackals,  and  the  ikins  of  fome  bealts, 
for  fuch  commodities  as  they  want. 

Grcallia  is  a  pleafant  and  fertile  country  that 
produces  great  plenty  of  a!i  forts  of  fruit  without 
labour,  as  apples,  pears,  cherries,  and  walnuts  ; 
but  the  chief  wealth  oF  the  inhabitants  conliits  in 
cattle,  as  Iheep,  whofe  wool  is  as  fine  as  that  of 
Spain,  deer,  goats,  and  well  Jhaped  horfes^  fo  fvvift 
and  ftrong,  that  they  will  tire  wild  bcalls,  and  over- 
take them  in  the  chafe.  They  fow  no  grain  but 
millet  for  their  bread,  and  barley  for  theif  hcrfes, 
and  their  women  till  and  manure  the  ground.  Their 
drink  is  water  and  boza,  which  is  a  liquor  made  of 
millet,  as  intoxicating  as  wine.  They  kve  in  wooden 
huts,  and  go  almoft  naked  :  their  beds  are  made  of 
llieepdkins  fewed  together,  and  ftulfed  with  millet 
leaves  beaten  in  the  thralhing  as  fmall  as  oat  chaff. 
They  were  formerly  Chriftians  ;  but  now  of  no  re- 
ligion, except obfervmg  fome  fuperftitious  ceremonies; 
borrowed  from  the  Chriftiaus  and  Mahometans;  and 
they  are  ail  fworn  enemies  to  thole  who  live  in  the 
provinces  rormd  about  them. 

The  Abcas  border  upon  the  CircaiTians,  and  poiu-fs 
about  a  hundred  miles  on  the  coaft  between  Min- 
grelia  and  Circailja.  They  are  not  fo  favage  as  the 
Circa(Ii<ins  ;  but  are  as  much  inclined  to  robbery  ; 
fo  that  the  merchants  are  ob^gcd  to  take  the  lariie 
precautions  in  trading  with  th'.in.  They,  like  their 
neighbours,  are  in  want  of  ail  the  conveniences  of 
iifcj  and  have  nothing  to  exchange  for  them   but 


$  CHARDIN's  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

biiman  creatures,  furs,  the  (kins  or  deers  and  tygers, 
box  wood,  wax  and  honey. 

On  the  loth  of  September  we  arrived  at  Ifgaoiir 
a  port  in  Mingrelia,  where  ail  the  velTels  He  that 
trade  thither.  It  is  a  defert  place  without  anv  houfcs; 
the  traders  therefore  build  thenifelves  huts  and  booths 
of  boughs  for  the  time  of  their  ftay,  which  is  ufuady 
as   long    as    they   find   thenifelves    fafe    from    the 


Colchis  or  Mingrelia,  is  fituated  at  the  end  of  tha 
Black  Sea.  It  is  hounded  on  the  eait  by  the  (irti® 
kingdom  of  Imeretta,  on  the  fouth  by  the  Biack  Sea, 
and  on  the  north  by  Mount  Caucafus.  The  rivers 
Codoursand  Rione  part  it,  the  Hrlt  from  Abc;-is,  aud 
the  other  from  Imeretta.  Its  length  is  about  j  lo 
miles,  and  its  breadth  lixty.  It  was  once  forritied 
againft  the  Abcas  by  a  wail  of  lixty  maes  in  length, 
which  has  been   long  li nee  demo! illied. 

The  inhabitants  of  Caucah>s  who  border  upon 
Colchis  are  the  Aianas,  buanes,  Gigues,  Caiacioies 
or  Cara-cherks,  that  is,  black  Circailiins,  lb  called 
by  the  Turks,  not  from  th(  ir  complexion,  for  they 
are  efteemed  the  faireit  people  upon  earth  :  but  froni 
their  country,  which  is  ai'^ays  darkeiitd  with  clouds 
and  fogs.  They  were  anciently  Chriliians,  but  now 
live  by  robbery  and  rapine,  and  prpfefs  no  religion, 
having  little  befides  fpeech  that  can  intitle  them  to 
humanity.  They  are  very  tall  and  portly,  and  their 
very  looks  and  fpeech  fhew  their  favage  difpofitions, 
they  being  the  moft  refolute  alfaffins,  and  daring 
robbers  in  the  v;orld. 

The  ancient  kingdom  of  Colchis  was  much  larger 
than  Mingrelia  is  at  prefent,  it  extending  on  one  fide 
to  the  lake  Moeotis,  and  to  Iberia  on  the  other.  Its 
capital  city  named  Colchos',  was  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Phafis,  a  river  to  the  weft.  The  country  is  uneven, 
full  of  hills  and  mountains,  valleys  and  plains  ; 
it  is  almoft  covered  with  woods,  except  the  manured 
lands  which   are  but  few,  and  thofe  preferved  hj 
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grubbing  up  the  roots  that  are  continually  fj3reading 
into  iheai.  Thea;r  is  temperate  with  refpect  to  heat 
•^^-^nd  cold,  but  as  it  rains  aimoft  continually,  the 
' vvetnefs  and  warmth  of  the  climate  breed  in  iummer 
he  pellilence,  and  feveral  other  diieales  It  abounds 
vith  rivers  which  defcend  from  Mount  Caucafus, 
id  fall  into  the  Black  Sea.  The  foil  is  \ery  bad, 
,nd  produces  little  corn  or  pulfe,  and  the  fruits  are 
A'ithout  talte  and  unwhoielbme,  except  their  vines, 
which  thrive  well,  and  produce  moft  excellent  wine. 
Did  the  inhabitants  know  how  to  prepare  it  in  a 
proper  manner,  it  would  be  the  beft  wine  in  the 
world.  The  vines  encompals  the  trunks  of  the  trees^ 
and  rife  to  their  very  tops.  In  feed-time  the  earth, 
is  fo  moift,  that  they  fow  their  wheat  and  barley 
without  ploiving  ;  for  they  fay,  that  fhould  they 
plow  it,  the  land  would  be  fo  foft  as  not  to  be  able 
to  fupport  the  ttalk.  For  their  other  corn  they 
plow  their  land  with  plough-lhares  o'f  wood,  which 
in  this  moift  foil,  make  as  good  furrows  as  iron. 
Their  common  grain  is  gomm,  which  is  as  fmall  as 
coriander  feed,  and  refembles  millet.  Of  this  they 
make  a  pafte,  which  they  ufe  for  bread,  and  prefer 
it  to  wheat:  this  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  for  it  is 
very  agreeable  to  the  palate,  and  conducive  to  health, 
it  being  cooling  and  laxative.  They  have  alfogreat 
plenty  of  millet,  feme  rice,  with  wheat  and  barley, 
which  are  very  fcarce.  The  people  of  quality  eat 
wheaten  bread  as  a  rarity,  but  the  meaner  fort  feidoni 
or  never  tafte  it. 

The  ordinary  food  of  the  country  is  beef  and  pork, 
of  which  lail  they  have  great  plenty  and  the  beft  in 
the  world.  They  have  alfo  goats  iielli,  but  it  is  lean 
and  ill  tafted.  Their  venifon  is  the  hart,  ftag,  and 
fallow  deer.  1  hey  have  alfo  wild  boars  and  hares, 
all  which  are  excellent  food.  They  have  partridges, 
pheafants,  and  quails  in  abundance,  with  fome  river 
fowl,  and  wild  pigeons,  which  are  good  meat,  and 
as   big   as  crammed   chickens;  thcfs  pigeons  they 
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take   in   nets,    and  thus   catch    great   numbers   m 
ilimriiier. 

Theirnobility  fpend  their  whole  time  in  the  fields 
iifing  hobbies,  golhawks,  &c.  for  their  fports,  to 
catch  water  fowl  and  phe.ifants  ;  but  the  paftime  in 
which  they  moil  delight  is  flying  the  falcon  at  the 
heron,  which  they  catch  only  tor  the  fake  of  the 
tuft  upon  his  crown,  in  order  to  put  it  upon  their 
bonnets,  for  they  let  him  go  again,  when  they  have 
cut  it  ojf,  that  it  may  grow  up  afrelh. 

Mount  Caucafus  produces  a  great  number  of  wild 
beafts,  as  lions,  tygers,  leopards,  jackals  and  wolves  ; 
■which  iaft  make  great  havock  among  their  cattle 
and  horfes^  and  frequently  dilturb  the  inhabitants 
in  their  houfes  with  their  dreadful  howiings.  They 
have  great  numbers  of  very  good  horfes,  almoll 
every  man  keeping  feveral  of  them  ;  for  they  cofi: 
little  or  nothing,  as  they  neither  Ihoe  them  nor  feed 
them  with  corn.  They  have  no  cities  nor  townSj 
except  two  by  the  fea  lide  ;  but  their  houfes  are  ib 
fcattered  up  the  country,  that  you  can  hardly  travel 
a  mile,  without  feeing  three  or  four  of  them.  There 
are  nine  or  ten  caftles  in  the  country,  the  chief  of 
wiiich  where  the  prince  keeps  his  court,  is  called 
Rues  This  caftle  has  a  ftone  wall;  but  it  is  fo  fmall, 
and  fo  ill  built  that  it  might  be  battered  down  by 
the  fmalleil:  piece  of  artillery  ;  it  has,  however,  fome 
cannon,  which  the  other  caltles  have  not.  They  are 
made  in  the  following  manner  :  in  the  midft  of  a 
thick  wood  the  people  build  a  ftone  tower  thirty  or 
forty  teet  high,  capable  of  containing  fifty  or  lixty 
perfons.  This  tower  is  the  place  of  ftrength,  where 
they  (hut  up  all  the  riches  of  the  lord,  and  of  thofe 
who  putthemfelves  under  his  prote6tion.  Near  this 
tower  are  five  or  fix  others  or  wood,  which  ferve 
for  magazines  of  provifions,  and  as  places  of  retreat 
for  their  wives  and  children,  in  cafe  of  an  attack. 
There  are  alio  feveral  huts  made  of  wood,  others  of 
branches  of  trees,  and  others  of  canes  and  reeds. 
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The  area  in  which  they  are  inclofed  is  furrounded  by 
a  clofe  hedge,  and  by  a  wood  which  is  every  where  ib 
thick,  that  it  is  irapoffible  to  find  thefe  retreats  but 
by  the  way  cut  to  them,  which  is  flopped  up  by 
trees,  whenever  they  apprehend  the  approach  of  an 
enemy. 

The  houfes  of  the  Mingrelians  are  built  with 
timber,  which  they  have  in  great  plenty  ;  but  the 
poorer  fort  never  raife  them  above  one  ftory,  hor 
the  rich  above  two.  The  lower  rooms  are  always 
furnilhed  with  beds  and  couches,  to  lie  down  or  fit 
upon,  on  account  of  the  moillure  of  the  earth ; 
but  they  are  inconvenient,  from  their  having  neither 
windows  nor  chimnies,  and  their  having  but  one 
room  for  the  whole  flimiiy,  fo  that  they  all  lie  to- 
gether, and  at  night  have  alfo  their  cattle  with 
them. 

The  men  are  well  fiiaped,  and  the  women  fb 
handfome,  that  they  feem  born  to  infpire  love  ;  yet 
they  all  paint  their  faces,  and  particularly  their  eye- 
brows. They  drefs  themfelves  in  as  ornamental  a 
manner  as  they  can,  wearing  a  Periian  habit,  and 
curling  the  hair.  They  are  witty,  civil,  and  full 
of  compliments  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  are  proud, 
deceitful,  cruel  and  libidinous.  The  men  have  alfo 
many  mifcheivous  qualities;  but  that  which  they 
moft  praftife  is  theft,  and  this  they  make  their  em- 
pioyruent  and  glory.  They  juftify  the  lawfulnefs 
of  having  many  wives,  by  faying  that  they  bring 
them  many  children,  which  they  can  feil  for  ready 
money,  or  exchange  for  necellary  conveniences  ;  yet 
when  they  have  not  the  means  of  fupporting  them, 
they  hold  it  a  piece  of  charity  to  murder  new-born 
intants,  and  fuch  perfons  as  are  fick  and  pafi:  recovery, 
becaufe  by  this  means  they  free  them  from  mifery. 
Adultery  and  inceft  is  fcarce  confidered  as  crimes  in 
Mingreiia  :  when  a  man  catches  another  enjoying 
the  embraces  of  his  wife,  he  has  a  right  to  oblige 
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him  to  pay  a  hog;  he  ieldoai  take;;:  any  other  method 
of  revenge,  and  they  ail  three  commonly  fit  down 
to  feaft  upon  it.  It  is  common  for  them  to  have  two 
or  three  wives  at  a  time. 

As  the  gentlemen  have  full  power  over  the  lives 
and  eftates  of  their  tenants,  they  leli  or  difpoie  of 
their  wives  and  children  as  they  think  tit;  befides 
every  hufbandman  is  bound  to  furnilh  his  lord  with 
as  much  corn,  wine,  cattle  and  other  piovifions  as 
is  in  his  power.  Thus  his  riches  confift  in  the 
number  of  his  peafants.  The  lords  decides  the 
quarrels  of  their  vailals  ;  but  when  they  themfelves 
are  at  variance,  they  determme  the  difpute  by  arms, 
and  therefore  all  go  armed  with  a  lance,  bow  and 
fword. 

Their  drefs  is  very  fingular.  All  the  men,  except 
the  ecclefiaftics,  fuifer  but  little  of  their  beard  to 
grow.  They  fliave  the  top  of  the  head,  leaving  only 
a  little  hail-  over  the  forehead,  and  down  to  their 
ears;  and  even  that  is  clipped  Ihort.  They  wear  a 
bonnet  of  fine  felt,  which  in  winter  is  lined  with 
fur  ;  but  they  are  in  general  fo  poor,  that  to  pre- 
vent its  being  fpoiled,  they  put  it  in  their  pocket 
when  it  rains,  and  go  bareheaded  Thofe  in  mean, 
circumftances  goalmofl:  naked,  and  have  in  general 
only  a  covering  of  a  triangular  form,  at  one  end  of 
which  is  a  hole,  through  which  they  put  the  head; 
this  covering,  which  is  of  ftrong  felt,  they  turn  to 
the  fide  whence  comes  the  wind  or  the  rain.  Over 
their  bodies  they  wear  Ihirts  which  reach  to  their 
knees,  and  tuck  into  a  fij-eight  pair  of  breeches  ; 
but  they  never  have  above  one  (liirt  and  one  pair  of 
breeches,  which  laW  them  a  year,  and  in  all  that 
time  they  never  waih  the  (liirt  above  thrice  ;  however 
once  or  twice  a  week  they  fiiake  it  for  a  certain 
purpofe  over  the  fire.  Their  flioes,  or  rather  fandals, 
are  made  of  the  raw  fkin  of  a  buflfalo  untanned, 
tied  round  the  foot,  and  fattened  with  thongs  of 
the  fame  fldns  ;  but  when  the  faow  lies  thick  on 
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the  earth,  they  wear  a  kmd  of  fnow-fhoes,  which 
fpreading  much  farther  than  the  feet,  prevent  their 
linkirig  into  it. 

The  whole  family,  both  males  and  females,  eat 
together  without  diltmttion  :  1  he  kmg  with  all  his 
train  to  his  very  grooms,  and  the  queen  with  her 
maids  and  fervants.  In  fair  weather  they  diae  in 
open  court,  and  if  it  be  cold,  make  a  large  fire, 
for  wood  colls  them  nothing.  Upon  workiijg  days 
the  fervants  have  nothing  butgomm,  and  the  mafters 
puife,  dried  fill),  or  flefh  ;  but  on  holydays,  or  wiien 
they  make  enter  ainments,  if  they  have  no  venilbn 
they  kill  an  ox,  a  cow,  or  a  hog.  Both  the  men 
and  women  are  very  great  drinkers,  and  at  their 
fealts,  make  their  friends  drink  as  much  as  they 
can.  Their  wine  is  drank  unmixed,  and  beginning 
with  pints  they  proceed  to  much  greater  quantities. 
The  men  at  their  merry  meetings  difcourfe  about 
their  wars  and  robberies,  ana  the  women  tell  ob- 
fcene  tales  of  their  amours. 

Mingrelia  is  but  thinly  peopled,  which  is  occafion- 
ed  by  their  wars,  and  the  valt  numbers  fold  by  the 
nobility  to  the  Perfians  and  the  Turks.  All  their 
trade  is  carried  on  by  the  way  of  barter  ;  for  their 
money  has  no  fettled  value.  The  current  fpecie  are 
piaftres,  Dutch  crowns,  a. id  abailis,  vvhichare  made 
in  Georgia,  and  bear  the  Perlian  ftamp.  The  reve- 
nues of  the  prince  of  Mmgrelia  do  not  exceed  20,000 
crowns,  which  are  railed  by  cuftoms  on  goods  export- 
ed and  imported,  by  felling  of  il.ives,  and  by  im- 
pofitions  and  fines.  But  this  he  lays  up,  for  his 
flaves  ferve  him  for  nothing,  and  his  crown  lands 
furnifh  his  court  with  more  provifions  than  he  can 
fpend.  He  is  not  able  to  raife  above  4000  men  fit  to 
bear  arms,  and  thefe  are  moftly  cavalry,  for  he  has 
not  above  three  hundred  foot.  Thefe  foldiers  are 
not  diftributed  into  regiments,  or  companies.  Each 
lord  and  each  gentleman  leads  his  men  to  battle 
without  order,   and   without  officers  ;  they  follow 
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him  as  well  in  flying,  as  in  charging  the  enemy. 
The  prince's  court  upon  folemn  feltivals  confifts  of 
two  hundred  gentlemen,  but  upon  other  days  of 
about  120. 

The  religion  of  the  Mingrelians  or  Colchians  was 
formerly  the  fame  with  the  Greeks,  they  being  con- 
verted, according  to  ecclefiaftical  hiftorians,  by  a 
Have  in  the  reign  of  Conftantine  the  Great.  But 
the  Mingrelians  fay,  that  St-  Andrew,  preached 
among  them  in  a  place  called  Pigaitas,  where  a 
church  now  ftands,.  whither  the  catholicos,  or  chief 
biihop,  goes  once  in  his  lifetime  to  make  the  holy 
oil ;  but  yet  I  was  unable  to  Bnd  a  Mingrelian  who 
knew  what  is  meant  by  religion,  by  fin,  the  facra- 
ment  or  divine  worfhip  :  for  they  are  now  fallen 
into  fuch  a  profound  abyfs  of  ignorance^  that  they 
look  upon  the  life  eternal,  the  day  of  judgment,  and 
the  relLirre(5fion  of  the  dead,  as  mere  fables  :  their 
clergy  perform  fcarcely  any  ecclefiaftical  duties  ;  for 
there  is  hardly  one  of  them  that  can  either  write  or 
read,  and  they  have  in  a  manner  loft  the  method  of 
performing  divine  worfliip.  They  make  a  public 
profeffion  of  fortelling  things  to  come,  and  perfuade 
the  people  to  believe  that  future  events  are  revealed 
in  their  books.  The  Mingrelians  are  indeed  fo  in- 
fatuated with  this  opinion,  that  as  foon  as  any  one  is 
lick,  they  call  in  the  prieft  not  to  pray  for  the  patient; 
they  have  not  the  leaft  notion  of  that,  but  for  him 
to  look  in  his  book,  to  fee  whether  the  fick  will 
die  of  that  difeaie,  and  for  him  to  declare  all  its 
confequences.  The  prieft  then  opens  the  book, 
which  he  has  brought  with  him,  and  having  with 
great  attention  turned  over  all  the  leaves,  pro- 
nounces with  the  voice  of  an  oracle,  that  the  cati, 
for  thus  they  call  their  images,  is  enraged  again  ft 
him,  and  has  ftruck  him  with  a  difeafe  ;  that  he  will 
be  appeafed  by  a  prefent ;  but  if  a  good  one  is  not 
immediately  given  the  patient  will  die.  This  pre- 
fent confifts  in   a  goat,  a  hog,  a  cow,  or  the  like. 
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which  the  poor  man,  under  the  apprehenfion  of 
death,  imrwediately  gives  tlie  prieft,  to  oiler  to  the 
image. 

The  catholicos  of  Mingrelia,  is  not  only  the  head 
of  all  the  'Clergy  of  that  country,  but  alfo  of  Abca^ 
Guriel,  Mueretta,  and  Mount  Caucafus  ;  yet  the 
pr.nce  appoints  or  depofes  him  at  his  pleafure.  He 
has  a  very  great  revenue  ;  for  he  has  400  valials  under 
him,  whofurniih  his  houfe  not  only  with  theneceiTa- 
ries,  but  with  many  of  thefiiperfluities  ofiife  He  fells 
their  children  to  the  Turks,  and  when  he  vifits  the 
dioceifes  under  his  jurifdi6tion,  it  is  not  to  reform 
the  clergy  or  to  inftru6t  the  people,  but  to  fpoil 
them  of  their  goods,  and  rake  together  great  fums. 
He  will  not  confecrate  a  bifliop  for  lefs  than  600 
crowns,  nor  fay  a  mafs  for  the  dead  under  800  ;  nor 
any  other  mafs  under  100.  Flis  ianctity  confifts  in 
abi^nence  from  flefh  and  wine  in  lent,  and  in  long 
prayers  day  and  night ;  but  he  is  fo  ignorant,  that  he 
can  hardly  read  his  breviary  and  miflal.  He  has  fix 
bifliops  under  him,  who  generally  take  no  care  of 
the  fouls  of  the  people,  nor  ever  vifit  their  churches 
and  dioceffes  ;  but  fuffer  the  prieils  to  live  in  igno- 
rance, and  the  people  to  commit  the  groOeft  crimes. 
They  are  chiefly  employed  in  feaRing  and  banquet- 
ting,  and  are  drunk  almoll  every  day.  They  are 
rich,  but  their  principal  revenues  arife  from  ti»e  op- 
preilion  of  their  vailkls,  and  their  felling  their  wives 
and  children.  They,  however,  like  the  Greek  bi- 
fhops,  abftain  from  fieOi  :  for  they  place  the  whole 
Chriftian  religion  in  failing,  and  think  that  almoft 
the  only  duty  they  are  obliged  to  perform.  Their 
cathedral  is  pretty  neatly  kept,  and  well  adorned 
with  images,  which  they  embellifli  with  gold  and 
jewels,  believing  that  by  this  means  they  fatisfy  the 
divine  juflice,  and  atone  tor  their  fins.  They  are 
clothed  in  fcarlet  and  velvet,  and  alfo  differ  from 
the  feculars  in  wearing  their  beards  long,  and  their 
bonnets  blacky  l^ighj  £ind  round. 
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The  Mingrelian  priefts  are  very  numerous,  but 
are  a  miTerable  Tort  of  creatures.  They  till  their 
own  grounds,  and  thofe  of  their  lords,  and  are  no 
lefs  Haves  than  the  fecwlars,  nor  have  they  any  re- 
fpe6l  ihewn  them,  except  when  they  blefs  the  food 
at  meals,  or  fay  mafs.  Their  parilh  churches  have 
no  beils,  inftead  of  which  they  call  the  people  to- 
gether  by  knocking  with  a  great  ftick  ufjon  a  board  ; 
they  are  kept  as  naity  as  llables,  and  the  images  are 
foul,  broken,  and  covered  with  duft  ;  yet  the  wor- 
fhip  they  pay  to  them  is  in  the  highell  degree  idola- 
trous, for  they  do  not  pay  them  a  relative  adoration, 
but  pay  their  devotions  to  the  material  fubilance. 
They  worlhip  fuch  moft  as  are  fineft  adorned,  or 
famed  for  their  cruelty,  and  if  they  fwear  by  any  of 
thefe,  they  will  never  break  the  oath.  St,  Giobas 
is  one  of  the  moft  formidable  images,  and  him  they 
will  not  approach  nearer  than  where  they  canjull  fee 
him,  and  leave  their  prefents  at  that  diftance  ;  for 
they  pretend  that  he  kills  all  who  approach  him. 

They  have  no  value  for  any  of  the  Romifh  Saints 
except  St.  George,  to  whom  they  pay  the  higheft  re- 
verence, as  do  the  Georgians.  Their  mafs  is  after 
the  Greek  manner.  Their  cup  or  chalice  is  a  goblet 
of  wood  ;  the  cover  is  of  the  fame  materials,  and 
their  patten  is  a  wooden  difli.  They  never  fay  mafs 
in  lent,  but  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays  ;  for  they 
hold  that  the  communion  fpoils  their  failing.  They 
confecrate  either  leven  or  unlevened  bread,  without 
any  difference,  and  mix  no  water  with  the  wine,  ex- 
cept it  is  very  ftrong.  They  anoint  the  foreheads 
of  their  children  as  icon  as  they  are  born  with  their 
holy  oil,  and  baptize  them  by  immerfion  ;  but  this 
is  never  performed  till  they  are  able  to  make  a  feaft 
for  the  prieft,  godfathers  and  guefts.  Their  marri- 
ages are  a  contract-  by  way  of  bargain  and  fale  ;  for 
the  parents  agree  upon  the  price  with  the  perfon  who 
defircs  her;  and  here  the  price  of  a  woman  who  has 
been  divorced  is  the  ioweft  :  for  a  widow  more  is  de- 
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mandcd  ;  but  for  a  maid  moft  of  all.  When  the 
bargain  is  once  made,  the  young  man  may  keep  com- 
pany with  the  woman  till  the  money  is  paid,  and  it 
is  no  fcandal  if  fhe  is  with  child  by  him.  If  any  on^ 
has  married  a  barren  woman,  or  one  of  an  ill  difpo- 
fition,  they  hold  it  not  only  lawful  but  requifite  to  di- 
vorce her.  1  hey  oblerve  alrnolt  the  fame  fails  as  the 
Greeks,  for  they  keep  the  four  great  lents :  the  firft 
be. ore  talter,  which  1548  days  ;  that  before  Chrift- 
mas,  which  is  40  days  ;  St.  Peter's  fall,  which,  is  near 
a  month,  and  the  lalt  obferved  by  the  eaftern  Chrif- 
tians  in  honour  of  the  Virgm  Mary,  which  continues 
15  days.  They  make  the  lign  of  the  crofs  when  they 
drink  wine  and  eat  pork  ;  but  not  as  any  mark  of 
Chriltianity.  Their  prayers  are  all  addrelled  to  their 
idols  for  their  temporal  benefits,  as  their  own  prof- 
perity,  and  the  ruin  of  their  enemies.  They  offer 
facritices,  obferve  no  Sabbath,  and  abftain  from  work 
only  at  the  feftivals  of  Chriftmas  and  Eafter,  which 
they  celebrate  no  otherwife  than  by  eating  and  drink- 
ing in  their  houfes  to  exctfs.  Their  great  feftivals 
are  when  the  image  of  a  faintis  carried  through  their 
country,  upon  which  occalion  they  put  on  their  beft 
clothes,  make  a  great  feaft,  and  provide  a  prefent 
for  their  idol. 

In  mourning  for  the  dead,  the  women  gnafh  their 
teeth,  rend  their  garments,  tear  their  hair  and  flelh, 
beat  their  breafts,  and  make  dreadful  lamentations. 
The  men  tear  their  clothes,  lliave  their  heads  and 
faces,  and  likewife  beat  their  breafts.  The  mourning 
lafts  40  days,  on  the  ten  firft  of  which  it  is  accom- 
panied with  the  moft  extravagant  ligns  of  grief; 
which  then  gradually  diminifnes  till  the  fortieth^ 
when  the  body  is  interred.  A  feaft  is  then  made  for 
all  the  relations  and  friends,  and  for  all  who  come  to 
weep.  The  bilhop  fays  mafs,  and  afterwards  lays 
claim  to  every  thing  that  belonged  to  the  deceafed, 
his  horfes,  clothes,  arms,  money,  if  he  had  any, 
and  every  thing  of  the  fame  kind.     For  death  is  the 
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ruin  of  the  families  ©f  the  Mingrelians.  But  when 
a  bifhop  dies,  the  prince  fays  the  mafs  for  the  dead  on 
the  fortieth  day  of  mourning,  and  takes  all  his 
moveable  goods. 

It  muft  not  be  omitted  that  thefe  people  have  cer- 
tain monks  of  the  order  of  St.  Bali!,  who  wear  the 
habit,  and  live  after  the  manner  of  the  Greek  monks. 
They  have  black  bonnets,  eat  no  fleih,  and  fuiFer 
their  hair  to  grow,  but  mind  nothing  of  religion, 
except  obferving  their  fails  with  great  exaftwefs. 
They  have  alfo  nuns  of  the  fame  order,  who  obferve 
their  falls,  and  wear  a  black  veil,  but  they  have  no 
nunneries,  nor  are  under  any  vows,  but  quit  the  ha- 
bit when  ever  they  pleafe. 

The  neighbouring  nations  live  and  a6l  inalmoft  all 
refpe^ts  after  the  lame  manner,  only  thofe  who  live 
near  Perlia  and  Turky  are  more  civilized. 

On  the  confines  of  Mingrelia  lie  the  principality 
of  Guriel  and  the  kingdom  of  Imeretta,  the  former 
is  very  fmail,  it  bordering  upon  Imeretta  on  the 
north,  upon  mount  Caucafus  on  the  eaft,  upon 
Min^irelia  on  the  weft,  and  upon  the  Black  Sea  on 
the  fouth.  It  lies  along  the  fea  (liore  from  the  river 
Rione  to  the  caftle  Gonie,  which  is  held  by  the  Turks. 
The  inhabitants  are  of  the  fame  difpofition  and  irre- 
gularity of  manners  as  the  Mingrelians,  they  having 
the  fame  inclinations  to  iewdnefs,  robbery  and  mur- 
der. 

The  kingdom  of  Imeretta,  the  Iberia  of  the  anci- 
ents, is  fomething  bigger  than  the  country  ofGuriel, 
and  is  encompaiied  by  mount  Caucafus,  Mingrelia, 
the  Black  Sea,  the  principality  of  Guriel,  and  part 
of  Georgia.  It  is  26  miles  long,  and  60  in  breadth  ; 
it  is  full  of  woods  and  mountainslike  Mingrelia,  but 
the  vallej's  are  more  pleafant,  and  the  plains  more 
fertile,  they  producing  corn,  pulfe,  cattle,  and  ava- 
riety  of  herbs.  There  are  fome  iron  mines  in  the 
country,  and  fome  money  current  among  the  people, 
wfiich  ib  coined  in  the  kingdom.  Thej^  have  alfo 
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feveral  towns  ;  but  their  manners  and  cuftoms  differ 
but  little  from  the  Mingrelians.  The  king  has  three 
good  caftles,  the  one  called  Scander,  feated  on  the 
iide  of  a  valley,  and  two  on  mount  Caucafus,  called 
Regia  and  Scorgia,  which,  from  their  lituation,  are 
almoft  inacceffible.  The  fortrefs  of  Cotatis  was  once 
in  the  jurifdidion  of  this  prince  ;  but  is  now  in  pof- 
feflion  of  the  Turks. 

The  people  of  Guriel,  Mingrelia,  and  Abea,  were 
fubjedt  to  the  king  of  Imeretta,  after  they  had  all 
four  freed  themfelves  from  the  power  of  the  emperors, 
firft  of  Conftantinople,  and  then  of  Trebifond  ;  but 
in  the  laft  century  fetting  up  for  themfelves,  they 
became  involved  in  continual  wars,  till  calling  in 
the  afliftance  of  the  Turks,  they  were  all  made  tribu- 
tary to  them.  The  king  of  Imerecta  pays  a  tribute 
of  80  boys  and  girls  from  10  to  20  years  of  age.  The 
prince  of  Guriel  pays  46  children  of  both  fexes,  and 
the  prince  of  Mingrelia  60,000  ells  of  linen  cloth 
made  in  that  country.  The  Abcas,  however  feldom 
paid  any  thing  at  firft,  and  now  pay  nothing. 

As  foon  as  our  velFel  had  entered  the  road  of  Ifga- 
our,  I  landed  with  the  Greek  merchant  who  con- 
duced me,  with  the  hopes  of  finding  houfes,  fome 
provifions,  and  affiftance  ;  but  I  was  much  deceived. 
The  Inhabitants  had  fenced  round  a  place,  a  hun- 
dred paces  from  the  fliore,  250  long,  and  50  broad  ; 
this  was  the  grand  market  of  Mingrelia.  It  had  a 
ftreet  formed  of  about  a  hundred  little  huts  on  each 
fide,  built  of  branches  of  trees  tied  together.  Each 
merchant  took  one,  in  which  he  lay,  and  there  fold 
fuch  commodities,  as  he  hoped  to  difpofe  of  in  two 
or  three  days  time  :  thofe  they  bought,  and  thofe 
they  had  no  probability  of  felling  immediately,  were 
kept  on  board  the  fhips.  No  refrelhments  were  to 
be  had  in  the  market,  nor  was  there  a  peafant's  houfe 
in  its  neighbourhood.  At  this  1  was  equally  fur- 
prifed  and  afflidled,  for  our  provifions  were  almofl 
confumed,  and  nothing  was  to  be  fold  by  the  natives, 
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but  ilavcs  chained  together.  There  were  above  a 
dozen  naked  wretches,  v. ho  with  their  bows  and  ar- 
rows in  their  hands  (truck  every  one  with  terror; 
thefe  were  the  otiicers  of  the  cuiroms.  But  iny  fur- 
prize  and  affl  <5t  on  were  much  increafed,  on  w.y  be- 
ing informed  that  the  Turks  and  the  prince  of  Gu- 
riei  had  taken  up  arms  againft  the  Mingreiians,  and 
begun  the  war  by  plundering  the  hoafes  of  their 
ne;,i;ii hours,  and  carrying  oiF  them  and  their  cattle, 
Vvherever  they  found  t!iem. 

On  mv  taking  the  refolution  to  go  into  Mingrelia, 
I  had  depended  greatly  on  theTheatme  niiilionaries, 
who  have  a  houfe  40  miles  by  land  from  Ilgaour, 
where  i  was  told  I  might  live  in  fafety,  and  that  they 
would  fpeediiy  procure  me  a  pillage  into  Perlia  I 
therefore  fent  an  exprefs  with  a  letter  to  the  Prefe6t 
of  the  nuiiion,  and  returned  on  board  much  de- 
jec^fed. 

Two  days  after^  a  number  of  peafants  who  fled 
from  the  enemy,  pafied  by  Ifgaour,  and  railed  a 
great  alarm,  by  reporting  that  the  Abcas,  whom  the 
prince  of  Mmgi^eiia  had  called  to  his  aiiiitance  agai  .ft 
the  Turks,  plundered  and  burnt  every  thing  bef  re 
them  ;  and  carried  oif  all  the  men  and  beafts  that 
fell  into  their  hands.  Adding,  that  they  were  al- 
ready near  the  port.  All  weie  now  in  a  hurry  to 
carry  their  efie6>s  on  board.  Each  of  the  comman- 
ders  of  the  fliips  landed  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
the  men  were  under  arms  all  night  :  but  the  next 
day  they  reimbarked,  chufing  rather  to  abandon  the 
\\oo\,  fi't,  earthen  ware,  and  other  merchandize, 
thfv  had  not  been  abie  to  bring  on  board,  than  to 
ex  pole  thenifelves  to  the  danger  of  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  Abcas.  About  ten  at  night  we  faw  all 
the  market  in  a  fi  -me,  and  the  next  morning,  fome 
men  landmg,  they  found  nothing  but  the  remains  of 
the  conflagration. 

I  now  endeavoured  to  buy  from  the  mafrers  of  the 
fiiips  as  much  provifions  as  poliible  ;  but  all  I  could 
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purchafe  from  the  feveral  merchants  was  fixty  pout^ds 
of  b:lcuit,  a  iittle  puHe,  eight  pounds  o[  butier,  and 
twelve  pounds  of  rice.  This  was  but  litde  for  lix 
pcrlbns;  but  good  management  nuide  it  lall  longer 
than  1  could  have  imagined.  We  had,  however, 
dried  filh  in  abundance,  and  fcarce  ate  any  tiiii<g 
elfe  ;  I  was  wonderfully  delighted  when  i  had  pre- 
vailed Oil  my  men  to  make  a  meal  without  bread. 

At  length  hearing  no  news  of  the  the  Prefect,  and 
not  being  able  to  guefs  the  reafon,  1  informed  my 
men  of  the  necelllty  we  were  under  that  one  of  them 
fhould  go  to  him  ;  becaufe  none  but  he  could  fecure 
118  fiom  the  evils  with  which  we  were  threathened,  or 
deliver  us  from  thofe  ue  endrired,  and  that  were 
en^  realing  every  day.  My  vaiet  ottered  to  undertake 
tiie  journey.  I  therefore  gave  hin)  letters  and  pre. 
fcnU  for  tlie  Perfect  and  his  brethren,  and  he  fet  out 
on  this  expedition. 

On  the  morni]]g  of  the  4th  of  06«:ober  my  valet 
returned,  bringing  with  him  the  Fiefe<51",  who  was 
a  native  of  Mantua,  called  Don  Maria  Jofeph  Zam- 
py  I  inimediately  ran  to  embrace  hiai,  when  he 
C]';ed,  *'  God  forgive  thofe  who  have  adviled  you, 
'^  ^-w,  to  come  hither:  you  are  arrived  at  the  moil 
*■'  barbarous  country  in  the  worid  :  and  the  belt  iiep 
*'  you  can  tnke,  is  to  return  to  Conftantinople  by 
'*■  tne  firli  opportunity,"  The  joy  we  had  conceived 
at  feeing  tiiis  prietl  was  damped  by  this  difcourle. 
I  took  him  into  my  cabin,  and  there  with  my  comrade 
deliberated  on  what  was  to  be  done.  He  told  us 
that  he  was  come  to  ferve  us  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
power;  that  he  would  take  us  to  his  houfe  if  we  de- 
fired  it:  but  that  he  had  no  bread  ;  that  no  proviiicns 
were  to  be  had  :  that  the  air  of  t!ie  country  was  un- 
healthy, and  the  people  more  wicked  than  it  was 
poifible  to  imagine.  !  told  him  th:!t  1  had  a  letter  of 
recommendat  on  to  the  prince  of  Mmgrelia;  but 
he  replied,  that  he  was  as  great  a  viliaui,  and  as 
bafe  a  rob  be  I-,  as  aoy  of  his  fu,bje6ls:  and  then  ad» 
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ded,  that  if  after  this  notice  I  was  refolvcd  to  venture 
he  would  do  all  in  his  power  to  preferve  our  perfons 
and  baggage,  and  procure  us  a  fafe  pafiage  into 
Perlia. 

1  did  not  flay  to  deliberate  on  what  the  father  had 
reprefented  ;  the  evils  with  which  1  was  threatened 
in  Mingrelia  were  future,    and  I   hoped   to  avoid 
them  :    but  thofe  I  fufFered  were  prefent,  they  filled 
my    imagination,  and  my  heart  funk  under  them. 
I  therefore  reprefented   to  him,  that  whatever  mif- 
fortunes  might  happen  to  us  in  Mingrelia,  they  muft 
be  lefs  than  thofe  of  returning  to  Caffa,  by  which  we 
muft  infallibly  perifh;  and  this  opinion  1  ftrengthened 
by  many  reafons.     He  was  foon    convinced  by  my 
arguments,  and  now  only  confulted  on  the  manner 
in  which   we  fliould   travel.     The   barque  wherein 
we  had  come  down  the   river  with  my  valet^  was 
proper  for  our  purpofe.     It  was  freighted  for  going 
and  coming :  we  therefore  embarked  in  it  with  all 
our  baggage,  and  I  gave  the  value  of  an  hundred 
crowns  in  goods  to  father  Zampy,  who  knew  the 
price  fet  upon  it,  and  was  to  buy   it  for  me.     The 
baggage  being  embarked  before  noon,  we  immedi- 
ately   fet  fail.     I   was  filled  with  joy  at  leaving  the 
fnip,  where  I  could  not  endure  the  ftink,  nor  bear 
the  fight  of  the  infamous  commerce  carried  on  in  it. 
It  v/as  become  a  prifon  for  flaves,  in  which  the  men 
and  boys   were  chained    two   and   two  every  night, 
and  loofened  every  morning.    The  war  of  Mingrelia 
was  oFadvantage  to  our  merchants,  who  bought  the 
booty   and  ilaves  taken    by  the  Abcas,  who  were 
now   continually    coming   on   board,    to   exchange 
them  for   arms,    clothes,    and   other  commodities. 
A  Greek  merchant,  whole  cabin  was  next  to  mine, 
bought  a  woman  and  her  fucking  child  for  twelve 
crowns:  the  woman  was  twenty-five  years  of  age; 
h<?rface  was  extremely  beautiful  ;  her  fkin  had  the 
whitenefs'of  the  lily  ;  and  I  never  faw  a  finer  breaft 
or  a   rounder  neck.     This  lovely  woman  filled  me 


MINGRELIA  INTO  PERSIA.  21 

at  the  fame  time  with  fuch  envy  and  compaffion, 
that  giving  her  a  deje(?i:ed  look,  I  faid  to  myfelf, 
unhappy  beauty,  thou  Ihouldeft  not  create  thefe  un- 
ealy  lenfations  was  I  in  another  ftate,  and  did  I  not 
find  myfelf  on  the  point  of  falling  into  greater 
miferies,  if  there  can  be  greater,  than  that  of  being 
a  flave.  What  furprized  me  molt,  was  to  fee  that 
thele  miferable  creatures  were  not  dejected,  and  that 
they  appeared  infenlible  of  the  mifery  of  their  con- 
dition. As  foon  as  they  were  bought,  their  rags  were 
taken  off;  they  were  drelTed  in  new  linen  habits, 
and  fet  to  work  ;  the  men  and  boys  in  doing  fome- 
thing  about  the  ihip,  and  the  women  in  fewing. 

But  to  proceed  :  we  had  a  pretty  good  wind,  and 
our  little  barque  advanced  both  with  fails  and  oars. 
During  the  voyage,  I  agreed  with  father  Zampy  on 
the  means  to  prevent  our  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  and  of  being  neither  plundered  nor 
afTaflinated  by  the  Mingrelians. 

At  midnight  we  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Aftolphus,  one  of  the  greateft  rivers  in  Mingrelia, 
and  called  by  the  natives  Langur,  where  flopping, 
wefent  two  of  our  mariners  to  Anarghia,  to  enquire 
after  the  enemy,  and  to  fee  if  the  inhabitants  had 
not  fled.  Anarghia  is  a  village  two  miles  from  the 
fea,  and  the  molt  coniiderable  place  in  all  Mingrelia. 
It  confifts  of  about  a  hundred  houfes  ;  but  they  are 
fo  far  diftant  from  each  other,  that  it  is  two  miles 
from  the  firft  to  the  lart.  There  are  always  Turks 
in  that  village  to  purchafe  (laves,  and  barques  to 
carry  them  off.  It  is  faid  to  be  built  on  the  place 
where  anciently  Hood  the  great  city  of  Ileraclea. 

The  next  morning  before  day,  the  two  mariners 
returned  vvith  the  news  that  the  Abcas  had  been  no 
nearer  than  within  fifteen  miles  of  Anarghia,  and 
that  every  thing  there  was  as  ufual.  Father  Zampy 
caufed  the  men  to  row  hard,  in  order  to  arrive  early 
at  that  village,  that  we  might  all  land  without  being 
Jeen.     This  happened  according  to  our  wifnes.  We 
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went  to  lodge  with  a  peafant  who  had  the  beft  ac- 
commodations or  any  in  the  place  ;  and  as  we  had 
many  chefts,  the  largeft  of  which  was  i\x\\  of  books, 
father  Zampy  aaviled  nie  to  open  it  as  loon  as  we 
uere  at  our  lodg  ngs,  under  the  pretence  or'  iooknig 
for  fomething,  to  prevent  their  imagining  that  tnele 
chefts  were  filled  with  treafures  ;  he  at  the  lame 
time  propofed  my  pretendii.g  to  be  t\  religious, 
and  that  we  had  broiight  nothing  with  u:j  but  Dov^.ks. 
I  followed  this  advice,  1  he  peo.oie  of  the  tioufe 
were  aftonifncd  at  fteing  fo  large  a  chell  chus  n;  ed, 
and  I  believe  imr.gined  that  the  concents  of  the 
others  were  the  fame. 

On  the  ninth  of  October  a  lay  Theatine,  who  was 
phyfician  and  furgeon  to  all  Mingreiia,  came  to 
fee  us.  The  accefs  which  his  art  gave  him  to  the 
houfes  of  the  pnnce,  and  of  ail  thegrcat,  had  railed 
his  vanity.  I  received  and  treated  him  in  a  manner 
that  flattered  his  pride,  and  in  return  he  gave  me  a 
thotifand  allnranccs  of  his  prote6tion  and  affiitance. 
Some  days  after  he  came  to  inform  us  that  the  A  Ocas 
had  returned  home;  and  had  earned  off  1200  per- 
fons,  much  cattle,  and  a  great  booty.  He  then  told 
father  Zampy  that  we  might  all  go  to  then'  houle 
at  Sipias,  an.d  that  the  prince  and  catholicos  had 
ordered  him  to  tell  me  and  my  comrade,  that  we 
were  welcome,  and  that  they  would  grant  us  men 
and  horfes  to  condu6l  us  into  Georgia.  Upon  receiv- 
ing this  agreeable  news,  we  refolved  to  fet  out  the 
next  day. 

While  we  ftaid  at  Anarghia  we  had  no  fcarcity  of 
provifions,  but  had  plenty  of  fowl,  hogs,  and  goats, 
which  my  men  exchanged  for  needles,  thread,  combs 
and  knives.  We  had  every  thing  very  cheap,  and 
this  beij)g  the  time  of  vinta  e,  we  had  wine  in 
plenty,  and  nothing  was  fcarce  but  bread.  There 
was  a  widow  lady  of  qua!  ty  at  Anarghia,  whole 
huiband  had  been  vizier  to  the  prince.  Father  Zampy 
eonducfted  me  to  her,  and  1  made  her  a  prefent  of 
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fbme  trifles.  In  order  to  obtain  others,  Ihefent  me 
every  day  a  cake  of  bread  that  weighed  about  half  a 
pound,  with  Ibme  ocher  retrefliments  :  thus  one  day 
Ihe  fent  me  a  hog,  another  day  a  cake  of  wax,  an- 
other fome  honey,  another  a  phealant,  and  on  lend- 
ing thefe  Ihe  always  begged  for  fome  trifles,  as  knives 
fcilfars  and  ribbons  ;  Ihe  made  me  pay  double  the 
price  of  her  prefents.  One  day  flie  paid  me  a  vifit, 
when  file  was  extremely  obliging,  but  made  many 
demands. 

Father  Zampy  made  me  pafs  for  a  capuchin,  ob- 
ferving,  that  1  Ihould  meet  with  fome  of  that  order 
in  Georgia.  To  fupport  this  chara(5ter,  I  d  re  lied  as 
meanly  as  poffible,  and  affected  poverty  on  all 
occdlions.  I  adied  my  part  well  enough,  but  the 
condu6l  of  my  fervants  prevented  my  impofi ng  on 
the  people  :  for  they  broke  all  my  meafures  by  their 
cookery,  and  bought  the  greateft  delicacies,  let  them 
coft  what  they  would. 

On  the  J  4th  we  fet  out  two  hours  before  day  for 
An  .rg ilia,  and  proceeded  two  leagues  up  the  river 
Aftolphus,  after  which  we  landed  our  baggage,  and 
with  it  loaded  fix  fmall  carts  ;  beiides  two  others 
filled  vv'ith  the  provilions  bought  by  fatlier  Zampy. 
Thefe  eight  carts  made  a  great  noife  ;  for  the'Min- 
greiians  were  not  accuftomed  to  fee  fuch  a  quantity 
of  goods  at  a  time.  In  lefs  than  two  days  the  whole 
country  was  informed  that  fome  Europeans  were 
arrived  who  had  eight  carts  loaded  with  their  bag- 
gage. We  proceeded  four  leagues  and  a  half  by 
land,  and  arrived  in  the  evening  at  Sipjas. 

Sipias  is  the  name  of  tvvo  churches,  one  of  them 
a  pan'fh  church  of  the  Mingrelians,  and  the  other 
belonging  to  the  Theatines,  an  order  of  friars  who 
firft  came  into  Miugrelia  in  1627,  when  they  were 
a-lmitted  as  j>h}ficians,  and  a  piece  of  land  given 
them,  on  which  they  built  feverai  wooden  honfes  after 
the  manner  of  the  country ,  fome  with  only  the  ground 
Soor,  and  others  with  a  room  above.     Each  of  the 
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friars  have  one  of  thefe  houfes  to  dwell  in  ;  for  they 
are  all  fe pa  rate  :  the  fmalleft  are  for  their  Haves,  and 
two  families  of  peafants  who  are  their  tenants  ;  but 
though  they  have  good  employment  as  phylicians, 
none  will  embrace  their  religion,  the  very  llaves  re- 
fuling  to  communicate  with  them  :  for  they  will  not 
allow  the  Europeans  to  be  Chriftians,  becaufe  they 
have  neither  lb  many  fafts  as  they,  nor  are  afraid  of 
images. 

On  the  1 8th  the  princefs  of  Mingrelia  came  to 
the  Theatines.  She  was  on  horfeback  attended  by 
about  ten  men  and  eight  women,  very  badly  clothed, 
and  ill  mounted,  with  feveral  men  on  foot  who 
flood  about  her  horfe.  Father  Zampy  went  imme- 
diately to  receive  her,  when  fhe  told  him,  that  Ihe 
had  heard  there  was  fome  Europeans  in  his  houfe, 
who  had  brought  a  great  quantity  of  baggage :  that 
flie  was  glad  of  it,  and  defired  to  fee  them,  in  order 
to  tell  them  that  they  were  welcome.  I  was  then 
inftantly  called,  and  father  Zampy  told  me,  that  I 
tnuft  make  her  a  prefcnt,  fince  it  was  the  cuftom  to 
pay  in  this  manner  for  the  vifits  of  a  prince  and 
princefs.  Being  told  that  I  fpoke  the  Turkilli  and 
Perfian  tongues,  fhe  called  a  Have  who  knew  the 
Turkifh,  and  afked  me  a  thoufand  queftions  about 
my  rank,  and  my  voyage.  I  told  her  that  I  was  a 
capuchin.  She  caufed  me  to  be  afked,  if  I  was  in 
love  ?  if  I  had  ever  been  in  love  ?  how  it  happen- 
ed that  I  had  never  been  in  love  ?  and  how  I  did 
to  live  without  a  woman  ?  She  carried  on  this  con- 
verfktion  with  great  vivacity,  and  all  her  retinue 
were  very  merry  upon  it :  but  for  my  part,  I  was 
much  dejefted,  and  would  have  been  glad  of  the 
abfence  both  of  the  princefs  and  her  train  ;  whom  I 
every  moment  feared  would  pillage  our  lodgings ; 
for  fhe  allied  three  times  to  fee  what  I  had  brought ; 
but  father  Zampy  promifing  to  bring  her  the  ufual 
prefent  the  next  day,  fiie  departed,  feemingly  well 
iatisfied. 
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The  next  morning  ihe  Tent  to  invite  me  to  dinner. 
She  was  at  a  houfe  only  two  miles  from  ours  ;  but 
did  not  live  with  the  prince,  who  had  a  great  dillike 
to  her,  having  been  forced  to  marry  her.  I  found 
her  better  drelTed  than  the  day  before.  She  was 
painted,  and  feemed  to  endeavour  to  appear  lovely; 
(lie  was  clothed  in  gold  brocade,  and  had  jewels  in 
her  head  drefs.  She  fat  on  a  carpet,  with  nine  or 
ten  women  by  her  fide,  and  near  her  were  many 
fhabby  fellows  half  naked,  who  compofed  her  court. 
They  afked  for  my  prefent  for  the  princefs,  before 
they  fufFered  me  to  enter.  It  was  brought  by  my 
fervant,  who  delivered  it  to  them,  and  confifted  of 
cafes  of  knives,  fciiTars,  and  other  things  which  coft 
about  twenty  (hillings,  and  was  worth  about  3/. 
in  Mingrelia.  The  princefs  was  fatisfied,  and  fufFer- 
ed me  to  enter  after  having  feen  them.  Near  her 
Vv^asa  bench,  on  which  the  flave  who  fpoke  Turkifli 
defired  me  to  fit.  She  firil  told  me  that  llie  would 
have  me  to  marry  one  of  her  friends,  and  that  I 
fliould  not  leave  that  country  ;  for  ihe  would  give 
mehoufes,  lands,  and  flaves.  But  a  ftop  was  put  to 
her  difcourfe,  by  one  coming  to  inform  her  that 
dinner  was  ready. 

The  houfe  in  which  fl^^e  lived  was  in  the  midft  of 
five  others,  each  at  a  hundred  spaces  diftance.  Before 
one  of  them  was  a  railed  place  built  vv'ith  wood, 
eighteen  inches  high,  over  which  was  a  fmall  dome. 
Here  a  carpet  being  fpread,  the  princefs  feated  her- 
felf  upon  it,  as  did  her  women  at  four  paces  diitance 
on  other  carpets.  The  (habby  wretches  who  com- 
pofed her  court,  and  were  about  fifty  in  number, 
feated  themfelves  round  on  the  grafs.  There  were 
two  benches  near  the  place  raifed  for  the  princefs, 
one  of  which  ferved  the  Theatines  and  me  for  a  feat, 
and  the  other  for  a  table.  When  the  princefs  was 
feated,  a  long  painted  cloth  v/as  laid  before  her, 
and  at  one  end  of  it  wei'e  placed  two  large  and  two 
fmall  flagons,  four  plates,  and  eight  cups  of  different 
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lizes,  witha  fiiver  bafon,  ev/er,  and  (kimmer.  Other 
fervants  at  the  fame  time  laid  boards  bciore  thofe  who 

were  feated^  tu  ferve  ^s  tables  ;  and  one  was  aiib 
put  before  the  women.  This  being  dor^e  two  kettles 
were  brought  in  and  placed  m  the  middle,  one  of 
them,  which  was  very  large,  was  carried  hy  four 
men,  and  was  full  of  cofnmon  gomm  ;  the  other, 
which  was  hnalkT,  was  brought  in  by  two,  and  vvas 
full  of  white  gor/mi,  This  gomm  wasak.nd  of  paite, 
of  which  the  Miiigreiiaiis  make  the  unne  iiie  as  we 
do  of  bread.  Two  otiier  men  brought  in  upon  a 
k  '  of  b;er,  a  hog  boiled  whole,  and  four  others 
eiji'-i/ea  \,vith  a  large  pitcher  of  wine.  The  princefs 
was  fzrved  firit,  then  her  women,  then  us,  and 
a^LJw:;;Js  her  attendants.  The  princefs  was  alio 
f_t  >....!  V. kh  a  wooden  bowl  of  gomni,  and  fome 
herbsj  and  w^ii)  a  tiivcr  diOi,  in  which  were  two 
ftrv's,  o-^e  bc'iied,  and  the  other  roafted  ;  but 
l)-'"  ■  c'  -<''■''■■-■  :;:<  ^,  very  -iiiagreeable  lauce.  The 
p;  :  'Vt  of  the  or^ad  and.faliad,  and 

c.  ^  ...  .,  ,  :  ve  ioid,  that  1  fliould  itay  Hipper^  and 
th^:  .■..,  v-c:/  d  kill  an  ox  ;  but  this  was  mere  com- 
pUnieni-  A  'iLtio  arter  ilie  lent  me  two  pieces  of 
fowl,  an  '  :."'.  ~i  ■■■'^.U  0-  loud  voice,  why  there  never 
can-:^  'f'io  -  ^i  •';;"c;:-:  aiiy  of  the  European  artificers, 
w;:-;  •.■=.,:  i\'  vvil  in»  metals,  iilk,  and  wool,  and 
wh-'  *;'■«,•-  on'y  c:iaie  monks  who  had  no  bufinefs 
the:\\  ;w\d  whom  they  did  not  want.  It  is  eafy  to 
gweiT,  at  the  confulioD  into  which  this  queftion  muft 
throw  the  poor  Theatines  wlvo  were  prefent.  I 
anfwered,  that  the  artiQcers  Ot'  Europe  laboured  only 
for  gain,  and  having  employnient  enough  there, 
had  no  inclination  to  cfo  father;  but  that  the  religi- 
ous  having  in  view  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
falvation  of  fouls,  the'e  great  concerns  induced  them 
to  icc've  their  country,  and  travel  {"o  far. 

The  repait  lafted  about  two  hours  ;  when  it  w^as 
hah"" elided  the  prip.cefi  lent  me  a  cup  of  wine,  and 
cauf.d  me  to  be  told  that  it  was  the  wine  fne  herfelf 
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iifed,  and  the  cup  out  of  which  ihe  drank.  Three 
times  Die  did  me  this  honour,  and  was  much  fur- 
prifed  to  fee  me  mix  water  with  my  wine,  faying,- 
file  had  never  feen  that  doiie  before.  Indeed,  fhe 
and  her  women  drank  it  unmixed,  in  great  quanti- 
ties. Dinner  being  ended,  ihe  fent  to  enquire  if  I 
had  brought  any  fpices  or  china-ware  ;  fne  aifo  aiked 
me  for  a  variety  of  things,  and  finding  that  1  had 
none  to  give  her^  flie  at  lail:  grew  angry,  and  faid 
fhe  would  lepA  to  examine  my  goods;  but  though  I 
was  much  frighted,  I  aufwered  (he  might  do  it  wns-n 
ever  fiie  pleaied  :  to  which  fnG  replied,  that  ine  was 
only  in  jeit.  However,  as  foon  as  we  rofe  from  table, 
I  entreated  one  of  the  Theatines  v.'ho  had  accompani- 
ed me,  to  make  all  poffible  hafte  to  my  ceriir;:de, 
and  tell  him  what  the  princefs  faid,  in  order  that 
he  might  prepare  for  all  events.  After  dinner  fne 
again  ipoke  ol"  the  marriage,  and  faid  [he  would  foon 
Hiew  me  the  woman  (he  would  give  me;  but  I  replied 
as  before,  that  monks  never  marry,  and  was  going 
to  take  my  leave  ;  when  unhappily  (lie  perceived 
under  the  mean  frock  I  wore,  tiiat  i  had  whiter  and 
finer  linen  than  what  they  had  in  Mingrelia.  She 
came, up  to  me^  took  me  by  the  hand  ;  pulled  up  my 
ile--2ve  to  the  elbow,  and  held  me  for  fome  time  by 
the  ann,  talking  ail  the  while  in  a  low  voice  to  iier 
women.  I  was  extremely  embarraffed,  and  wliatgave 
me  molt  pain,  was  my  not  knowing  what  fhe  faid, 
though  I  could  perceive  by  her  geu tires,  that  Cne 
was  talking  earneftly  about  me.  I  was  at  a  lofs  how 
to  behave  in  public  to  a  woman  who  had  at  the  f^me 
time  the  tittle  of  fovereign,  and  the  impudence  of  a 
proftjitute.  But  fiie  foon  threw  me  into  greater 
conftcrnation  ;  for  going  up  to  father  Zampy,  fne 
faid.  You  both  deceive  me:  you  Ihall  conie  again  oa 
Sunday  morning,  and  this  ftranger  (hall  fay  raafs. 
Tb.e  father  was  going  to  reply  ;  but  the  princef^ 
turned  her  back^  and  bid  us  go  home. 
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I  returned  to  our  lodging  very  fad  and  penfive  ; 
the  princefs's  avarice  made  me  apprehend  Ihe  would 
do  me  fome  ill  turn  ;  and  father  Zampy  toid  me 
that  he  was  infallibly  certain  of  it.  I  therefore  the 
fame  night  caufed  a  deep  pit  to  be  dug  in  his  apart- 
ment, in  which  I  put  a  chcft  that  contained  a  clock, 
and  a  box  of  coral  ;  this  was  fo  well  buried,  that 
there  was  not  left  the  lead  fign  of  the  ground  having 
been  opened.  I  then  went  into  the  church  with 
the  fame  defign,  when  father  Zampy  advifed  me  to 
open  the  grave  of  a  Theatine  who  had  been  buried 
fix  years  before,  and  to  depofit  among  his  alhes  a 
fmali  calket  I  was  willing  to  conceal  ;  but  happily 
I  chofe  to  bury  this  cafket,  in  which  was  12,000 
gold  ducats,  in  a  corner  of  the  church  behind  the 
door,  for  which  purpofe  I  made  a  deep  pit  like  the 
former.  I  afterwards  concealed  in  the  roof  over  the 
chamber  Vvhcre  I  lodged,  a  fabre  and  a  poignard  fet 
with  precious  (tones.  My  comrade  and  I  kept 
about  us  what  v^'as  of  the  leait  weight  and  the 
greateft  value,  and  fuch  tilings  as  were  not  worth 
a  great  deal,  we  gave  the  Theatines  to  keep  for 
us. 

On  the  23d  after  dinner,  a  perfon  came  to  in- 
form father  Zampy  that  there  were  two  gentlemen 
at  the  door  who  afeed  for  him.  Thefe  gentlemen, 
who  were  neighbours,  were  on  horfeback,  and  had 
Yj'ith  them  thirty  men,  horfe  and  foot,  well  armed. 
My  comrade  and  I  were  immediately  called.  I  could 
not  penetrate  into  their  defign  ;  but  1  knew  it  too 
foon  ;  for  on  our  coming  up  to  them,  they  caufed 
us  to  be  feized  and  tied  by  their  men  ;  telling  the 
Frefeft,  and  the  other  Theatines  who  came  to  fakite 
them,  that  if  they  ftirred  they  would  kill  him. 
The  Prefeft  being  feized  with  fear,  fled  ;  the  others, 
however,  would  not  leave  us,  and  the  lay  brother 
not  only  niade  ufe  of  all  his  intereft  in  our  behalf; 
tut  though  a  fword  was  held  up  to  his  neck,  he 
would  not  abandon  us.     Our  fervants  were  imme- 
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diately  feized,  and  one  of  thenn  making  refinance, 
and  defending  himfelf  with  a  knife,  was  thrown 
down,  and  tied  to  a  tree.  They  then  declared  they 
would  fee  what  treafures  we  had.  To  which  I  re- 
pHed,  that  they  might  do  as  they  pleafed  ;  we  were 
poor  capuchins,  and  all  our  wealth  confifted  in  books 
papers,  and  a  few  ordinary  goods,  which,  if  they 
would  offer  us  no  violence,  we  would  fhew  them. 
This  anlwer  fucceeded,  they  untied  me,  and  bid  me 
open  my  chamber  door 

We  had  kept  about  us,  as  I  have  already  obferved, 
our  moft  precious  jewels  ;  my  comrade  had  fewed  his 
in  the  neck  of  a  clofe  coat  lined  with  fur  ;  but  I  had 
made  mine  up  into  two  fmali  packets,  which  I  had 
hid  in  my  cheft  among  my  books  ;  not  daring  to 
carry  them  about  me  for  fear  of  being  robbed  or  af- 
faffinated  on  their  account.  1  therefore  deli  red  my 
comrade  and  the  lay  brother  to  take  the  two  gentle- 
men afide,  and  to  amufe  them  by  offering  a  little 
money,  in  order  to  give  me  time  to  take  the  two  va- 
luable packets  out  of  my  chelf ,  and  to  conceal  them 
in  another  place.  They  did  fo  ;  i  entered  my  cham- 
ber and  fhut  myfelf  in.  The  gentlemen  fufpefted 
my  defign,  and  went  to  the  door  which  I  had  faftened 
on  the  infide  ;  when  my  comrade  bid  me,  in  a  low 
voice,  be  on  my  guard,  as  they  watched  me  through 
the  cracks  :  this  made  me  fnatch  the  two  packets  out 
of  the  thatch  in  which  I  had  already  concealed  them, 
for  fear  they  had  feen  me  put  them  there.  I  then 
put  them  in  my  pocket,  and  feeing  the  villains  were 
breaking  open  the  door,  I  threw  myfelf  out  of  tlie 
window  into  the  garden.  In  a  lefs  prelling  neceility 
I  would  not  have  made  that  leap  on  any  coniideration  ; 
but  a  mind  feized  with  fear,  dreads  nothing  but  the 
iirft  obje(5}  of  itsapprehenlions  :  I  ran  to  the  bottom 
of  the  garden,  and  threw  the  two  packets  into  a 
thicket  of  briars  ;  but  was  in  fuch  confufiot:,  that  I 
did  not  with  fufficient  care  obferve  the  place  were  I 
put  them. 
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1  immediately  returned  to  my  chamber,  which  I 

found  full  of  thefe  robbers,  fome  of  whom  were 
ftruggliDg  with  my  companion,  while  others  were 
beating  with  their  weapons  on  my  chefts  to  break 
them  open.  Kjiowing  there  was  now  nothing  in 
them  of  great  value,  i  took  courage,  and  bid  theni 
take  care  what  they  did,  as  I  was  lent  for  by  the  king 
of  Penla,  and  that  the  prince  of  Georgia  would  take 
a  fevere  revenge  for  the  violence  that  v. as  oIFered  me. 
I  then  Ihcwcd  the  king  of  Pcrfia's  puilport,  which 
one  of  the  gentlemen  took,  and  was  going  to  tear  it, 
faying,  he  neither  feared  nor  valued  any  man  upon, 
earth  ;  but  the  other'  Hopped  him  ;  for  the  writing 
in  gold,  and  the  gilt  feal  mfpirtd  him  with  refpect. 
He,  however,  bid  me  open  my  chefts,  and  faid  that 
no  harm  fhouid  be  done  me  ;  but  if  I  made  any  fur- 
ther refiftance,  they  would  fever  my  head  from  my 
body,  I  began  to  reph/,  inftcad  of  ihewing  my  obe- 
dience ;  but  this  had  like  to  have  colt  me  dear  ;  for 
one  of  the  foldiers  drew  his  fword,  and  was  aiming 
it  at  my  head,  when  the  lay-brother  itopped  his  arm. 
I  nov/  immediately  opened  the  chefts,  they  began 
to  |:flimder  them,  and  every  thing  that  pieafed 
thefe  gentlemen  vvas  taken  away. 

During  the  time  this  pillage  lafted,  I  leaned  againft 
a  window,  and  turning  my  eyes  away  from  thefe 
wretches,  that  1  might  not  encreafe  my  grief  by  be- 
holding them,  I  caft  a  look  into  the  garden,  and 
there  perceived  two  foldiers  removing  the  brambles, 
juft  where  I  fuppofcd  I  had  concealed  my  two  packets 
of  jewels.  I  ran  in  a  rage  to  tlie  place,  followed  by 
one  of  the  Theatine  fathers;  but  the  foldiers,  I 
knew  not  why,  retired  as  foon  as  they  faw  us  coming' 
towards  them,  i  inftantly  fought  for  my  two  packets, 
but  the  coDiufion  I  was  in  prevented  my  knowing 
the  place  where  I  had  put  them,  and  my  not  finding 
them,  made  me  certain  that  they  had  difcovered  and 
taken  them  away.  The  reader  may  judge  from  the 
value  of  thefe  packets,  which  amounted  to  25,000 
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crowns,  of  the  confternation  with  which  I  was  feized. 
Id  the  mean  while  my  comrade  and  the  lay-brother 
calling  me  as  loud' as  they  were  able,  I  left  the  gar- 
den, and  ran  into  the  chamber.  On  my  entering  it 
I  was  feized  by  two  foldiers,  who  dragged  me  into  a 
corner,  and  took  every  thing  they  found  in  my 
pockets,  v/hich  was  of  no  great  value.  They  then 
feized  rny  i^ands^  and  attempted  to  tie  them,  i  cried 
out---l  refifted  --1  mride  figns  that  they  fnould  lead 
me  to  their  mafter,  i  caufed  the  chief  of  the  villains 
to  be  told,  that  they  need  not  tie  me,  either  to  carry 
me  away  or  to  kill  me  ;  for  I  was  difpofed  to  fubmit 
to  whatever  they  did  with  me.  They  replied,  that' 
lince  we  were  ambalFadors,  they  would  take  me  to 
their  prince.  I  let  them  know  that  we  would  go 
without  being  tied,  and  that  we  hoped  he  would  do 
us  juftice,  as  we  had  letters  to  him,  to  which  he  would 
certainly  lliew  refpedt.  It  vvas  late,  the  night  ap- 
proached, and  the  prince's  caftle  was  at  fifteen  miles 
diftance,  they  thei'efore  releafed  us,  and  only  took 
the  fervaot  who  had  been  tied  to  a  tree,  and  whofe 
liberty  I  procured  a  ibrtnight  after  for  ten  piafters. 

As  foon  as  I  was  out  of  the  hands  of  thefe  robbers, 
I  went  into  the  garden :  the  prieii:  who  had  followed 
me  when  I  went  to  fetch  the  two  packets  of  jewels  I 
had  concealed,  told  every  body  in  the  houfe  of  the 
misfortune  I  believed  1  had  fullered,  and  nobody 
doubted  but  that  iheie  foidiers  having  obferved  me, 
had  followed  and  taken  what  1  had  concealed  among 
the  brambles.  Allaverdy,  one  of  our  Arm-eniaa 
valets,  followed  mc,  and  to  my  great  aflonilhment 
threw  his  arms  about  my  neck,  with  his  face  bathed 
in  tears.  Sir,  faid  he,  we  are  ruined.  Fear  and  thvt 
common  misfortune  have  n^iade  us  forget  vAvdt  we  all 
are.  1  was  at  firil  lb  furprized,  that  1  took  him  for 
fome  Mingrelian  who  was  going  to  llrangle  me,  and 
when  I  knew  him,  I  was  moved  by  his  tendrrnefs. 
Sir,  faid  he,  have  you  made  a  thorough  fearch  ?  I 
haveicarched  fo  much,  cried  I,  that!  am  quite  fa  re-^ 
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of  my  misfortune.  He  was  not  contented  v^'ith  this; 
he  would  have  rae  (hew  him  the  place,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  I  concealed  them.  I  did  fo  merely  out 
of  complaifance  for  the  poor  youth  who  feewed  fuch 
affeftion  ;  but  was  fo  fully  perfuaded  that  he  would 
lofe  his  labour,  that  I  would  not  affift  him.  It  was 
now  night,  and  I  was  fo  uneafy  that  I  knew  not  what 
I  did  ;  but  at  length  to  my  great  aftoniflmient,,  AUa- 
verdy  came  again  to  carefs  me,  and  gave  me  the  two 
packets  which  he  pulled  out  of  his  bofom.  I  could 
not  help  imagining  that  the  finger  of  heaven  was  in 
this,  and  believing  now  that  I  was  the  ca  re  of  the 
Almighty,  I  became  confident  of  the  divine  aififtance, 
and  entertained  thofe  hopes  of  deliverance,  that 
have  ever  fince  fupported  me  under  all  my  diftrelTes. 

I  now  went  to  my  chamber,  and  told  my  comrade 
of  my  fuccefs,  1  found  him  putting  our  things  in 
order.  What  they  had  taken  confided  of  clothes, 
linen,  arras,  brafs  veflels,  and  other  things  of  fmall 
value,  which  did  not  amount  to  400  crowns  ;  and 
we  agreed  to  conceal  the  recovery  of  my  two  packets 
from  the  Theatines,  that  they  might  think  we  had 
little  elfe  to  lofe. 

The  next  morning  the  Prcfe6i  of  the  Theatines, 
and  the  lay-brother,  went  with  me  to  the  prince, 
and  the  Cathoiicos,  to  demand juftice;  butneitherof 
them  could  give  us  any  jfitisfaftion.  The  prince 
obfcrved,  th.it  while  the  war  !afted>  he  had  but  little 
authority  over  the  nobility  ;  but  at  another  time  he 
"would  have  done  his  utmoft  to  recover  what  we  had 
loft.  The  Cathoiicos,  to  whem  we  gave  a  cafe  of 
filver  hafted  knives  and  forks,  talked  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  endeavoured  to  comfort  us.  They, 
however,  each  of  them  appointed  a  gentleman  to  go 
on  their  parts  to  demand  what  had  been  taken  from 
us  ;  but  their  endeavours  to  find  the  robbers  were 
ineffe6i:ual ;  from  them  we  learnt  that  the  princefs 
was  concerned  in  the  robbery,  and  had  a  third  part 
«f  the  fpoils;  and  that  the  Turks  had  entered  Min- 
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grelm>  and  were  laying  wafte  all  the  country  through 
which  they  palled  with  fire  and  fword. 

I  was  now  in  fo  refigned  a  difpofition,  that  this 
■news  did  not  much  move  me  ;  the  Theatines,  how- 
ever^ were  filled  with  terror,  and  both  they  and  we 
prepared  for  flight-  At  midnight  we  heard  the  re- 
port of  two  great  guns,  fired  trcm  the  fortrefs  of 
ELUcks  to  give  notice  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 
At  this  fignal  every  body  began  to  fly  ;  and  at  break 
of  day  we  ourfelves  fet  out.  1  left  every  thing  that 
had  been  buried,  and  concealed  in  the  roof  and 
JDther  places^  thinking  them  much  fafer  than  what 
we  took  with  us.  The  Theatines  had  no  other  car- 
riage but  one  cart  drawn  by  bullocks,  and  two 
horfes.  In  the.  cart'  was  carried  the  baggage,  the 
Lay- brother  mounted  one  of  the  horfes,  and  my 
comrade,  who:  was  Tick,  rode  the  other,  while  two 
Theatine  friars  and  1  foUovved  on  foot,  accompanied 
by  all  the  flaves  and  fervants.  One  of  the  friars 
fl:aid  alone  to  guard  the  houfe  in  which  were  a  thou^ 
fand  things  that  we  could  not  take  away  for  want 
of  carriages.  I  left  my  books,  raoft  of  my  papers, 
and  my  raatheraatiGal  inftruments,  imagining  that 
neither  the  Turks  nor  tiie  Mingrelians  would  take 
the  trouble  to  remove  them.  The  wars  there  con- 
lifting  chiefly  in  chafing  and  plundering,  the  enemy 
foon  retires.  For -this  reafoii  thr^y  always^  leave  a 
perfon  or  two  at  each  houfe,  to  prevent  the  ntigh- 
boursftealing  the  corn,  wine,  and  other  thmgs  that 
could  not  be  carried  away.  Thefe  men  are  leuioui 
furprifed  by  the  enemy,  becaufe  they  are  alw'ays  upon 
the  watch,  and  take  care  to  efcape  into  the  woods, 
which  are  not  only  near,  but  thick,  and  proper  for 
concealment. 

The- place  to  which  we  retired  was  a  fortrefs  in  the 
woods,  like  thofe  1  have  already  defcribed.  The 
Lord  of  the  place  who  was  called  Sabutar,  was  a 
Georgian,  who  had  been  a  Mahometan,  and  had 
turned  Chriftian.     We   arrived  at  his   caftle,  after 
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having  proceeded  five  leagues  through  the  jdirt  and 
mire,  in  which  the  cart  was  continually  flicking  faft, 
fo  that  it  was  obliged  to  be  unloaded  and  loaded 
twenty  times.  Mean  while  we  were  in  continual 
danger  of  being  robbed  and  murdered.  We  met 
with  a  favourable  reception,  and  the  Theatines  tel- 
ling the  Lord  Sabatar  that  I  would  repay  the  obliga- 
tion he  lliould  confer  on  us,  he  lodged  us  in  a 
bakehoufe,  a  little  mean  hut,  in  which  we  were 
Iheltered  but  little  better  than  if  we  had  been  in  the 
open  court,  for  the  rain  poured  in  on  all  fides.  Our 
having  it  was  however  a  great  favour,  as  it  prevented 
our  being  mingled  with  a  multitude  of  miferable 
objeds.  The  fortrefs  was  full  of  people  before  we 
arrived,  and  contained  800  perfons,  almoft  all  of 
whom  were  women  and  children. 

On  the  27th,  the  prefect  of  the  Theatines  left  us 
to  go  to  the  houfe  for  fome  veiTels  and  provifions 
we  had  left  behind.  I  defigned  to  have  accompanied 
him  ;  but  he  fet  out  two  hours  before  day.  On 
entering  the  houfe,  he  found  it  full  of  rangers  be- 
longing to  the  balfa,  and  the  prince  of  Guriel,  who 
beat  him  with  their  ftaves,  and  infilled  on  his  open- 
ing the  church,  laying  he  had  concealed  there  all 
the  treafure  ;  but  the  prefect  had  cafl:  the  key 
among  the  brambles,  immediately  on  his  perceiving 
them,  and  notwithftanding  the  ill  treatment  he 
received,  he  refufed  to  tell  where  it  was.  At  length 
ftripping  him  of  part  of  his  clothes  and  taking  out 
of  the  houfe  only  fuch  things  as  were  light  and  of 
little  value,  they  went  away,  without  touching 
either  my  books  or  my  papers.  However,  on  the 
29th,  a  gentleman  of  Mingrelia  with  thirty  of  his 
men,  went  thither  in  the  night,  and  uncovered  al- 
moft all  the  roof  of  my  chamber,  with  the  hopes  of 
finding  fomething,  I  might  have  concealed.  He 
carried  off  all  the  chefts  that  had  been  left,  and  my 
more  cumberfome  moveables  ;  in  fhort,  every  thing 
y.hich  the  Turks  had  left  except  what  was  of  great 
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Talue,  which  he  happily  did  not  difcover.  This 
rapacious  wretch  having  no  light,  made  a  fire  with 
papers  and  books ;  tearing  off'  the  covers  becaufe 
they  were  finely  guilt ;  for  I  had  caufed  my  beil 
books  to  be  curioufly  bound  before  I  left  Paris, 
and  this  villain  did  not  leave  me  one. 

On  the  30th  in  the  morning,  I  with  the  deepeft 
concern  learnt  thefe  particulars.  We  began  to  be  in 
want  of  the  necelfaries  of  life  ;  my  fervants  were 
reduced  to  defpair,  and  we  had  nothing  before  our 
eyes,  but  the  profpe6l  of  death  or  ilavery.  This 
made  me  refolve  to  hazard  every  thing  in  order  to 
leave  Mingrelia  while  1  had  ftrength  to  do  it.  I 
caufed  guides  to  be  every  where  fought  for.  I  pro- 
mifed,  I  entreated,  I  made  prefents,  but  none  would 
condudt  me.  They  told  me  that  men  in  arms  poilell- 
ed  all  the  palTes  of  Imeretta,  between  Mingrelia 
and  Georgia,  and  that  it  would  be  the  greateil  folly 
to  go  thither,  fince  we  fhould  all  be  certainly  made 
Haves.  I  then  propofed  to  make  the  tour  of  Mount 
Caucafus,  or  to  proceed  along  thefea  (hore  ;  but  no- 
body would  condu6l  me:  for  it  can  fcarcely  bs 
conceived  how  afraid  the  Mingrelians  are  of  death  ; 
no  reward  can  induce  them  to  undergo  the  ieaft 
danger. 

Sabatar,  to  whom  the  fOrtrefs  belonged,  had  now 
fubmitted  to  the  Turks,  and  was  not  only  to  enjoy 
all  his  lands,  but  to  have  a  Turkhh  guard  for  the 
fecurity  of  his  caftle :  for  which  he  was  to  pay  2^ 
fiaves,  and  800  crowns,  which  he  was  refolved  to 
raife  among  thofe  to  wham  he  had  granted  his  pro- 
tection. From  every  family  that  had  four  children, 
he  took  one  ;  and  it  was  the  moft  dreadful  light  in 
the  world,  to  fee  them  torn  from  the  arms  of  their, 
mothers,  tied  two,  and  two,  and  led  to  the  Turks. 
I  was  taxed  at  twenty  crowns. 

At  length  I  was  conftrained  to  take  the  refolution 
to  go  by  fea,  that  is  to  take  a  compafs  of  feventy 
leagues  ;  for  that  purpofe  I  went  to  Anarghia^  a 
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village  and  fmall  port,  already  defcribed,  and  having* 
found  there  a  Turkilli  teiucca,  I  freighted  her  for 
Gonia,  and  returned  to  the  houfe  of  the  Theatines; 
to  prepare  for  the  voyage. 

I  left  the  caLtie  on  the  tenth  of  November  early 
in  the  morning,  having  agreed  with  my  comrade  on 
the  methods  I  Ihouid  take,  in  order  to  deliver  him 
out  of  Mingreiia,  if  it  Ihould  pleaie  God  to  give  me 
a  happ}'^  voyage.  I  took  with  me  a  hundred  thou- 
fand  livres  in  precious  ftunes,  800  piftoles  in  gold  ; 
with  a  part  of  the  baggage  that  remained.  The 
jewels  were  concealed  m  a  faddie  made  in  Europe 
for  that  purpofe,  and  in  a  pillow.  I  took  one  of 
our  fervants  with  me,  the  fame  whom  I  had  redeemed 
from  (lavery,  who  was  a  wicked  drunken  fellow, 
and  whom  it  was  not  fafe  to  leave  in  Mingrelia. 
Father  Zampy  accompanied  me  as  he  had  always 
done,  and  the  lay-brother  alio  went  with  me  to 
Anarghia.  The  prefe6t  and  I  walked,  becaufe  we 
could  only  hire  one  horfe,  on  which  was  placed  rny 
baggage  and  my  valet;  but  the  lay  brother  rode 
on  horfeback,  he  having  a  horfe  of  his  own.  I  can- 
not expiefs  the  fatigue  v^e  endured  in  the  two  days 
we  were  upon  the  roacT,  for  it  rained  very  hard,  and 
we  were  obliged  to  wade  through  the  mud,  in  which  I 
commonly  funk  above  the  knees.  On  the  night  of 
the  ferond  day  we  arrived  at  Anarghia,  Ibaked 
through  with  rain. 

On  the  19th,  lather  Zampy  received  advice  that 
the  night  before,  the  church  had  been  broke  open, 
and  nothing  left  but  the  bare  walls  ;  the  tomb  had 
been  opened,  and  every  thing  taken  out,  which  the 
poor  Theatinewho  had  been  left  in  the  houfe,  had 
buried  in  it.  It  is  eaiy  to  imagine  the  apprehenfions 
with  which  I  was  feized  at  receiving  this  news  ;  I 
having  left  above  7000  piftoles  buried  in  the  church. 
1  immediately  difpatched  a  melfengcr  with  a  letter 
to  my  comrade,  who  wrote  me  word  that  they  had 
noi;  touched  our  money,  and  that  every  thing  we 
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had  buried  was  faFe.  This  news  revived  my  courage, 
and  I  went  to  haften  the  Turks,  of  whom  I  had 
hired  the  felucca. 

While  I  ftviid  at  Anarghia  I  was  invited  to  two 
chriftenings  'which  were  performed  in  the  following 
manner  :  the  pried  being  fent  for  about  ten  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  went  into  the  buttery  where  they 
keep  the  wine,  and  fitting  down  on  a  bench  began 
to  read  an  half  torn  o6favo  volume,  running  on 
very  faft  in  a  low  voice,  and  in  fo  carelefs  a  manner 
that  he  did  not  feem  to  regard  what  he  was  doing. 
In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  father  and  god- 
father brought  in  a  boy  about  five  years  old  ;  and 
the  godfather  having  fixed  up  a  fmall  candle  againfl: 
the  cabbin  door,  fcattered  a  few  grains  of  incenfe 
upon  a  few  embers.  The  prieft  ftiil  continued  read- 
ing in  the  fame  carelefs  manner,  breaking  off  to 
fpeak  to  every  body  that  came  in  ;  the  father  and 
godfather  were  all  the  time  walking  in  and  out, 
and  the  little  boy  did  nothing  but  eat.  In  about  an 
hour's  time  a  bucket  full  of  warm  water  was  got 
ready,  and  the  prieft  having  poured  into  it  a  fpoon- 
ful  of  the  oil  of  walnuts,  bid  the  godfather  undrefs 
the  child,  which  being  done,  he  was  let  on  his  feet 
in  the  water,  and  the  godfather  walhed  the  whole 
body  very  well.  The  prieft  then  took  out  of  a  leather 
purfe,  which  hung  at  his  girdle  a  fmall  quantity  of 
the  oil  of  un6fion,  and  giving  it  to  the  godfather, 
he  anointed  the  child  on  the  crown  of  the  head, 
the  ears,  the  forehead,  the  nofe,  the  cheeks,  the 
chin,  the  fhoulders,  the  elbows,  the  back,  the  belly, 
the  knees,  and  the  feet,  while  the  prieft  continued 
reading  the  godfather  had  drelFed  the  child  ;  when 
the  father  bringing  in  boiled  pork  and  wine,  they 
fat  down  to  table,  with  the  family  and  the  guefts, 
and  foon  got  drunk. 

All  the  other  afts  of  religion  are  celebrated  with 
the  fame  irreverence.  One  day  as  I  was  going  by  a 
church,  the  prieft  who  was  faying  mafs  heard  me  aflt 
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the  way  ol'  fome  people  who  were  ftanding  at  the 
door,  and  cried  out  IVom  the  altar,  Stay  and  I'll 
fhew  you  ;  a  moment  after  he  came  to  the  door, 
muttering  the  mafs  as  he  walked;  then  leaving  afkei, 
whence  we  came,  and  whither  we  were  going,  he 
civilly  fliewed  us  the  way,  and  reiurned  to  the 
altar. 

On  the  27th  of  November  I  left  Anarghia,  and 
after  an  hour's  failing  reached  the  fea  ;  for  the  ri- 
ver Langur  is  very  rapid,  and  v\e  proceeded  with 
great  fwiftnefs  down  the  ftrcam. 

The  Euxine  or  Black  Sea  is  two  hundred  leagues 
in  length,  nearly  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  its  greateft 
breadth  from  the  Bofphorus  lo  i\]e  Borilthenes  is 
about  three  degrees:  but  the  oppofite  end  is  not 
halffo  broad.  The  water  of  this  lea  appears  neither 
fb  clear,  fo  green,  nor  fo  fait  as  the  ocean,  which 
probably  ariles  from  the  great  rivers  that  difcharge 
Ihemfelves  into  it.  It  did  not  receive  its  name  from 
the  colour  of  the  water,  but  from  the  tempefts,  which 
are  faid  to  be  there  more  frequent  and  more  furious 
than  in  other  feas ;  hence  the  Greeks  gave  it  the 
name  of  Axin,  which  fignifies  intra6lable,  and  the 
Turks  that  of  Cara  Denguis,  or  the  ftormy  fea  ;  for 
cara,  which  properly  means  black,  alfo  figniiies 
it  or  my. 

On  the  19th  we  reached  the  river  Phafis,  and  pro- 
ceeded a  mileaip  it,  to  fome  houfes  where  the  mafter 
of  the  felucca  landed,  and  put  fome  goods  artiore. 
The  river  Phafis  has  its  fource  in  mount  Caucafus, 
and  is  now  called  by  the  people  of  that  country  the 
Rione.  It  is  confined  within  a  narrow  bed,  and 
runs  with  great  rapidity,  I  fought  for  the  great  city 
cf  Sebaiia,  which  geographers  have  placed  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Phafis  ;  but  the  ruins  of  that  city, 
Ilkethofe  of  Colchis,  have  no  traces  of  them  left.  All 
that  I  observed  to  have  any  conformity  with  what 
the  ancients  have  written  of  this  part  of  the  Black 
Sea  is,  that  it  abounds  with  pheafants.     There  are 
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authors,  fand  among  others.  Martial)  who  iky,  that 
the  Argonauts  brought  thofe  birds  from  Greece, 
where  they  had  never  been  feen  before,  and  that 
they  gave  them  the  name  of  pheafunts,  from  their 
being  taken  on  the  banks  of  the  Phafis.  This  river 
feparates  Mingrelia  from  the  principality  of  Guriel, 
and  the  little  kmgdom  of  Imeretta. 

On  the  30th  in  the  afternoon  we  arrived  at  Gonia, 
about  40  miles  from  the  Phafis.  This  is  a  large 
fquare  caftle  built  of  hard  rough  ftones  of  an  extra- 
ordinary iize,  lituated  on  a  fandy  bottom  on  the  fea. 
fiiore.  It  has  neither  ditch  nor  fortifications,  and 
only  conlirts  of  four  fquare  walls,  fortified  with  two 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  defended  by  a  garrifon  of  a 
fmall  number  of  Janizaries,  Within  it  are  about 
thirty  fmall,  low,  inconvenient  wooden  houfes,  and 
near  it  is  a  village  that  contains  about  the  fame 
number. 

Here  is  a  cuftom-houfe  belonging  to  the  Grand 
Signior,  but  the  officers  pay  no  refpedl  either  to  the 
quality  of  the  perfons  who  land  there,  or  to  the  ful- 
tan's  pairports.  Thofe  who  command  in  this  extre- 
mity of  the  empire,  think  themfelves  fo  far  front 
him,  that  his  hand  cannot  reach  them. 

Our  felucca  no  fooner  came  to  land  than  my  valet 
leaped  aftiore,  kilfed  the  earth,  and  fliewed  the  moft 
extravagant  and  frantic  fignsof  joy  ;  and  then  enter- 
ing the  caftle,  left  me  at  a  time  when  I  moft  wanted 
him.  Soon  after  the  cuftom-houfe  officer,  and  the 
lieutenant-governor  came  to  fee  my  things  landed, 
and  to  receive  the  duty  ;  they  inftantly  let  me  know 
that  they  were  informed  of  my  being  an  European, 
and  of  all  the  misfortunes  that  had  happened  to  me 
in  Mingrelia.  This  furprized  me,  for  I  found  I  was 
betrayed  by  my  rafcal  of  a  valet.  The  officer  of  the 
cuftoms  afked  me  feverai  queftions,  and  gave  orders 
for  examining  ray  goods  ;  but  they  could  find  no- 
thing I  wanted  jo  conceal.  My  fiddle,  however, 
weighed  very  heavy,  and  this  rendered  it  fufpe(5ted. 
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efpecially  as  the  Turkilh  faddlesare  extremely  light. 
It  was  examined  and  handled  on  all  fides :  but  being 
able  to  find  nothing  within  it  belides  hair  and  wad- 
ding, they  laid  it  down. 

Of  the  800  piftoles  1  had  brought,  I  carried  half 
of  them  about  me,  and  the  other  half  in  a  wallet, 
faftened  with  a  padlock,  with  fome  things,  which 
though  of  fmall  value,  I  knew  the  Turks  would  feize 
if  they  fa w  them.  The  cufrom  houfe  officer  and  his 
Janizaries  being  told  of  this  wallet,  ordered  me  to 
open  it,  on  which  I  told  them  I  would  freely  do  it  in 
the  houfe ';  but  not  on  the  lea  (hore  before  fo  many 
men.  On  which  the  officer  of  the  cufioms  took  me 
home  with  him  to  his  houfe,  and  the  lieutenant-go- 
vernor went  with  us.  The  latter  made  me  pay  the 
value  of  one  percent,  on  ray  goods,  and  the  other 
five.  The  cuftom  houfe  officer  ]:kewife  took  22  pif- 
toles in  gold,  and  every  thing  he  liked  that  was  found 
in  my  wallet  ;  among  the  reft  he  got  from  me  a  pair 
of  piftols,  which  were  the  only  arms  I  had  ;  he,  how- 
ever, paid  me  for  them,  but  gave  me  no  more  than 
half  their  value.  After  this  rapacious  behaviour  he 
invited  me  to  lodge  with  him  ;  but  1  could  not  help 
exp'reffing  my  aftonifliment,  that  he,  who  had  uut 
juftly  made  me  pay  a  duty  for  the  gold  and  fiiver  I 
had  brought,  fliould  immediately  alfume  the  mafk  of 
friendfhip  ;  but  he  vindicated  what  he  had  done,  re- 
newed his  invitation,  and  even  promifed  to  fupply 
me  with  a  guard  to  protect  my  baggage,  and  con- 
du6t  me  over  the  mountains.  But  though  he  re- 
newed his  entreaties,  and  as  I  afterwards  found, 
really  meant  me  well,  yet  I  was  afraid  of  accepting 
his  invitations,  for  fear  he  fliould  take  that  opportu- 
nity of  caufing  my  faddle^  and  my  clothes  to  be  more 
narrowly  examined. 

It  was  almoft  night  when  I  left  this  officer  of  the 
cuftoms,  who  was  alfo  governor  of  the  territory  of 
Gonia.  My  valet  had  carried  my  baggage  to  the 
place  where   the  men   who  came  with  us  lodged. 
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This  was  a  wretched  cottage  which  admitted  the  air 
oirail  lidi.s,  and  uas  as  dirty  and  ftinkiiigas  poilibie. 
I  then  rertivfd  many  coniplinieiits  of  condolence,  if 
I  may  Life  the  term,  lor  all  tlie  men  appeared  fbrry 
i\>r  my  lofy,  and  b;amed  n)e  for  not  letting  them  keep 
{:he' vv/iilet  for  nie  ;  their  goods  paying  no  duty. 
Wiiile  I  svas  eating  a  piece  or  a  bdcuit,  a  Janizary 
Ccinie  to  tell  my  valet  that  the  lieutenant  governor 
wanteii  Ivm  ;  my  valet  v\ent  ;  and  an  hour  after  the 
fcU,ne  janizaiy  came  forme,  1  found  the  lieutenant 
and  my  valel  fitting  together,  borh  drunk.  Having 
obugetl  n;e  to  eat  and  drmk,  the  lieutenant  demanded 
200  d'.icais,  as  due  to  his  maiier  from  all  Chriiliaii 
chuicli-men  who  camelhei-e,  thisoccafioned  a  longdif- 
pute;  I  at'erapteil  to  retire,  but  was  detained  by  force, 
and  lihreatened  to  be  put  in  irons,  aiui  was  at  laft  glad, 
to  efca  j.ie  by  paying  an  hundred  d  ucats  to  the  lieutenant 
and  four  to  the  Janizaries.  But  this  was  not  all,  the 
lieutenant  obliiicd  me  to  entreat  hini  to  take  the  mo- 
ney, and  to  fwear  tiiat  1  would  not  complain  of  him. 

I'he  next  morning  the  officer  of  the  cultoms  feat 
a  party  of  fokiiers  to  n:iy  niderable  lodgings  to  exa- 
mine again  my  mddie,  and  tofearch  me  ;  but  though 
they  filled  nie  with  the  greateft  unealincfs/they  coiiLd 
make  no  difcovery.  After  this  I  was  ailovv^ed  two 
men  to  carry  my  baggage,  and  a  Turk  to  conduct 
me  as  far  as  Acalzika  ;  he  alio  gave  me  a  palFport, 
and  advifed  that  I  and  my  valet  (l^ould  wear  a  white 
turbasi,  in  order  to  be  treated  with  the  gi  eater  re- 
fpeef.  This  I  did,  and  fetout  at  eight  in  the  morn- 
ing, tranfported  with  joy,  at  leaving  lb  wicked  and 
dangerous  a  place,  and  at  having  nothing  mere  to 
fear,  I  tiier.  began  to  feel  fome  peace  of  mine?.  For 
five  months  ])ail  i  had  fullered  the  molt  dreadful  agi- 
tations ;  infult,  fiavery,  marriage,  the  lofs  of  my 
fwbftance  and  liberty,  dunng  all  this  time  diiticic^'ifd 
my  nfmd  by  tui'ns,  cind  a  thorif;^nd  real  evils  iia^S  kept 
:me  under  the  deepeft  dejection.  I  now'  afcended  nv)iu)f: 
Gaucai'us   with  a  lightnefs  which  furprized  my   por-- 

V(.)L.  VI.  F 
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ters  ;  for  the  body  is  literally  light  when  the  heart  is 
caftd  of  a  heavy  load  ;  this  is  true  without  a  figure  | 
for  I  feemed  to  have  been  delivered  from  the  weight 
of  a  mountain.  I  now  proceeded  foar  leagues  toge- 
ther among  the  rocks. 

The  next  day,  which  was  the  third  of  December, 
i  proceeded  five  leagues  on  foot,  three  men  carrying 
ray  baggage.  We  went  frequently  fo  near  the  moft 
frightful  precipices,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  avoid 
being  ftruck  with  terror.  We  kept  conftantly  af- 
cending,  and  in  thofe  five  leagues  had  not  a  level 
path  of  two  miles  in  extent.  I  arrived  in  the  even- 
ing at  a  village  inhabited  by  Turks  and  Chriftians, 
where  the  rain  and  fnow  obliged  us  to  flay  all  the 
next  day. 

On  the  5th  and  6th  I  proceeded  eleven  leagues  ; 
but  I  could  not  ride  above  five  of  them,  being  every 
moment  obliged  to  difmount  on  account  of  difficult 
palTages,  and  the  roughnefs  and  fharpnefs  of  the  way, 
where  the  horfes  could  fcarce  keep  their  feet.  The 
two  following  days  I  advanced  fixteen  leagues,  and 
reached  the  top  of  nloimt  Caucafus  ;  for  the  four 
following  leagues  we  were  continually  defcending. 
At  halfway  of  the  defcent,  we  faw  the  ruins  of  many 
caftlesand  churches  deftroyed  by  the  Turks. 

Alia  is  divided  by  a  chain  of  mountains,  one  at 
the  end  of  the  other,  the  three  higheft  of  which  have 
been  named  Taurus,  Imaus,  and  Caucafus.  Th© 
firft  advances  fartheft  into  Afia,  and  the  whole  chain 
in  general  is  called  by  the  name  of  mount  Taurus. 
I  fay  in  general,  becaule  each  part  has  its  particular 
name,  by  which  it  is  called  by  the  nation  neareft  it. 

But  to  return  to  the  defcription  of  mount  Cauca*- 
fus  ;  which  is  the  higheft  mountain,  and  the  moft  dif- 
ficult to  pafs  of  any  I  have  feen.  It  has  frightful 
precipices,  and  in  many  places  the  roads  are  cut  out 
of  the  folid  rock.  When  1  palTed  it,  it  was  entirely 
covered  with  fnow,  which  was  almoft  every  where 
ten  feet  deep  :  and  my  condu(5tors  were  in  many 
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places  obliged  to  clear  it  away  with  (hovels  ;  they 
wore  fnow  flioes  in  the  form  of  rackets  without  han- 
dles, which  prevented  their  (inking  in  the  fnow,  and 
enabled  them  to  run  with  great  fwiftnefs  upon  it. 
The  top  of  mount  Caucafus,  which  is  eight  leagues 
over,  is  indeed  perpetually  covered  with  it.  I  palled 
the  night  of  the  7th  and  8th  in  the  midll  of  the  (how  ; 
■where  I  caufed  Ibme  fir-trees  to  be  cut  down,  and  lay 
upon  the  boughs  by  the  fide  of  a  great  fire.  On  our 
arrival  at  the  top,  my  conductors  made  long  prayers 
to  their  images,  to  do  us  the  favour  to  prevent  a  wind; 
and  indeed  if  it  had  been  high,  we  (hould  doubtlefs 
have  been  buried  in  the  fnow,  for  as  it  is  as  fmall  as 
dull,  a  little  wind  fills  the  air  with  it.  The  horfes 
funk  fo  often  into  holes  covered  by  it,  that  I  often 
thought  we  (hould  loofe  them.  I  aimofl;  cOnftantly 
"Walked  on  foot,  and  did  not  ride  above  eight  leagues 
in  crofifing  this  frightful  mountain,  which  is  thirty- 
fix  leagues  over. 

During  the  two  lafl:  days,  I  Teemed  in  the  clouds^ 
jiot  being  able  to  fee  twenty  paces  before  me.  It  is 
true,  the  firs  with  which  the  top  of  the  mountain 
is  covered,  greatly  ob(iru6t  the  view.  On  defcend- 
ing  it  I  faw  the  clouds  move  under  my  feet.  On 
our  reaching  the  bottom,  we  entered  a  beautiful  and 
fertile  valley,  three  miles  broad,  covered  with  vil- 
lages, and  watered  by  the  river  Kur,  which  palles 
through  the  middle  of  it. 

Mount  Caucafus  is  fertile  almoft  to  the  top,  and 
its  fides  abound  in  honey,  corn,  fruits,  hogs  and 
large  cattle.  The  vines  twine  about  the  trees,  and 
rife  fo  high  that  the  inhabitants  cannot  gather  the 
fruit  from  the  upper  branches.  There  are  many 
ftreams  of  excellent  water,  and  a  great  number  of 
villages.  It  was  the  time  of  vintage,  and  I  found 
both  the  grapes  and  the  new  and  old  wine  admirably- 
good.  The  peafants  live  in  cabins  built  of  wood, 
each  family  having  four  or  five  of  them,  and  in  the 
^iiidft  of  the  largeft  they  make  a  great  fire,   which 
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ferves  for  all  the  cottr^ges  around  it.-  'The  women 
"grind  the  corn  as  often  as  they  want  bread^arnd  bake 
•the  dough  on  rouiid  ftones,  about  a  foot  in  diameter', 
and  hollowed  two  or  three  fingers  deej).  The  iione 
being  weii  heated,  they  put  the  dough  into  it,  and 
cover  it  with  hot  alhes,  and  burning  etnbers.  in  lome 
places  they  only  iweep  a  part  ot  th.e  hecirth,  place 
the  dough  upon  it,  and  cover  it  \\v\\  hot  alhes  in  the 
fame  manner.  Yet  the  cruft  is  white  enough,  and 
the  bread  very  good.  I  lodged  every  riight  at  the 
houie  01  a  peafant,  of  whom  I  hired  hories,  and  men 
to  carry  Si.y  baggage.  The  Turk  who  had  bten  given 
me  as  my  conductor,  caufed  nse  to  be  asfpecdi'y  aild 
as  vvtll  fervedas  the  phtce  would  permit,  i  he  natives 
fi.;pplied  us  with  fowls,  egg'r<,  pulfe,  and  fruit  in  abun- 
d^uire;  tor  every  houfe  in  the  neigh  bou.rhood  brought 
a  gieat  jug  of  wine,  a  b;.[!vet  of  fruit,  and  another 
of  bread.  For  ail  this  nothing  was  demanded,  ^nd 
my  condu6ior  hindered  me  even  from  making  them 
any  priient  in  return. 

The  irihabitants  of  thefe  mountains  are  for  the 
inoft  part  Chriltians  of  the  Georgian  ch.i:rch.  They 
have  veiy  fine  complexions,  and  I  have  feen  among 
them  very  beauttrui  women.  They  are  infinitely- 
better  acconnrjodated  th-n  the  Mingrelians. 

On  the  ninth  I  proceeded  five  leagues  in  the  fertile 
plain. aiready  mentioned,  where  the  iiiiis  with  which 
it  is  bounded,  ai'e  covered  with  a  great  number  of 
cattle.  And  at  at  night  I  arrived  at  Acalzika.  This 
is  a  foi'trefs  built  on  Mount  Caucafus,  in  a  hollow 
between  near  twenty  little  hiils,  from  which  it  may 
beeaiily  battered  down  on  any  fide.  It  has  a  double 
wall  and  towers,  with  ancient  battlements  on  the 
top;  but  it  hap  verv  few  guiis.  On  tiiele  cminen.ces 
are  about  400  houfes,  all  of  theni  new-  and  lately 
built  ;  the  ordy  ancient  buildings  are  two  Armeniari 
churci!'-s  The  town  is  inhabited  by  Turks,  Ar- 
inenians,  Georgians,  Greeks  and  Jews.  1  he  Chiilti- 
Uns  have  churches,  and  the  Jews  a  lynagogue.  There 
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is  alfo  a  fmall  caravanferai  built  of  wood,  as  are  molt 
of  ttic  tioufes  m  the  place.  The  river  Kuror  Cyrus 
paifes  ne;tr  it;  it  has  its  iburce  in  MouiU  Caucafusi ' 
and  at  length  difcharges  itlelf  into  the  Black  Sea. 
The  bailk  of  Acalzika  lodges  in  the  fortreis,  and 
tiie  principal  ofiicers  and  miUtia  dweii  in  the  neigh- 
bouring villages.  ■        • 

On  the  ijch  at  two  hours  after  midnight,  I  fet 
out  from  Acrdzika,  pro' ending  to  the  eaft,  and 
having  gone  three  leagues,  found  the  plain  of  Acal- 
zika coiitrac'-t,  and  :he  mountains  approach  each 
other,  lb  that  the  plain  is  not  more  tlian  half  a 
league  in  bieadth  It  has  there  a  ftrong  Turkidi 
calde  built  on  a  rock,  on  the  lide  of  the  river  Kur. 
T/ie  foot  of  this  rock  is  encircled  by  a  double  wall^^ 
and  about  it  is  a  little  town  on  the  land  b.etvveen  the 
fortrefs  and  the  oppofite  moiujtam.  As  there  is  here 
an  offi  er  of  the  cuii^oms,  I  was  under  great  appre- 
heniion  of  being  flopped  and  ex:u])ined  ;  but  they 
fufPered  me  to  pafs  vvithout  oppolitioii.  I'his  town 
is  named  Ufker,  and  two  leagues  iVom  thence  we 
albended  a  mountain  that  feparatesPeriia  from  the 
doiiiinions  of  the  Turks^  and  then  proceeded  along 
the  lide  of  it.  Upon  this  mountain  are  niany  villages': 
at  i[s  foot  runs  the  Kur,  and  we  there  fee  the  ruins 
of  feveral  cailles,  fortrefies,  and  churches,  veftiges 
of  the  form!--r  grandeur  of  the  Georgians,  and  of  the 
conquefts  of  the  Turks  and  Perilans. 

The  two  following  days  we  pafled  through  the 
delightful  plain  of  Surham,  by  a  large  village,  with 
a  fortrefs  ot  the  fame  nanie.  This  plain  is  covered 
with  little  uoocls,  villages,  fmall  eminence^,  the 
houfesof  pleafure,  and  the  fmall  caftles  of  the  Georgi- 
an lords.  This  fine  country  is  entirely  cultivated; 
We  then  palfed  over  a  mountain,  leavinsi  on  tlie 
right  a  city,  which  has  now  no  more  than  aboiit 
five  hundred  inhabited  houfes  :  though  it  is  fiid  to 
have  had  formerly  12,000,  and  to  have  been  the  fee 
of  a  bilhop. 
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On  my  defcending  this  laft  mountain,  I  approach- 
ed Gory,  but  inftead  of  entering  that  town,  went 
dire6lly  to  the  houfe  of  Capuchins,  who  are  Italian 
millionaries  of  the  congregation  de  propaganda  fide, 
to  whom  I  had  letters  of  recommendation.  I  related 
to  thofe  fathers  the  misfortunes  I  had  fufFered  in 
Mingrelia  ;  and  my  being  obliged  to  leave  there  the 
things  I  had  brought  for  the  king  of  Perfia,  under 
the  care  of  my  comrade,  and  that  I  was  come  into 
Georgia  in  fearch  of  afliftance  ;  entreating  them  to 
give  it  me.  They  were  touched  with  my  diftrelTes, 
with  the  dangers  to  which  my  comrade  was  ftill  ex- 
pofed,  andwith  the  hazard  of  our  loling  our  fubftance. 
They  aflTured  me  that  they  would  do  every  thing  in 
their  power  to  (erve  me,  as  foon  as  they  received 
the  orders  of  their  prefe6f,  who  was  at  Tefiis,  the 
capital  of  Georgia.  They  gave  me  fuch  reafons  for 
going  thither,  that  I  refolved  to  fet  out  immediately, 
and  having  hired  a  horfe  for  me,  the  fuperior  dire(5ie<J 
a  lay-brother  named  Angelo  de  Viterbo,  to  accom* 
pany  me. 

This  lay-brother  was  both  an  honeft  man,  and  an 
able  phylician  and  furgeon.  He  had  the  happinels 
to  cure  fe vera  1  difeafes  and  fome  wounds  that  were 
here  thought  incurable,  on  which  account  he  was 
much  refpe6led  and  efteemed.  He  was  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  language,  and  the  different  parts  of 
thefe  countries,  and  being  alfo  endowed  with  miicl| 
good  fenfe,  courage  and  patience,  I  could  not  havQ 
a  better  companion. 

In  two  days  we  arrived  at  Teflis.  The  lay-brother 
who  accompanied  me,  led  me  to  the  convent  of  the 
Capuchins,  where  having  no  time  to  lofe,  I  immedi- 
ately told  the  prefe<5t  the  caufe  of  my  journey,  and 
^^ave  him  my  letters  of  recommendation.  He  was 
icon  fenfible  of  the  neceffity  of  going  at  all  hazards 
to  endeavour  to  recover  what  I  had  left  there.  It 
was  agreed  to  fay,  I  was  a  Theatine,  who  had  been 
fent  by  thofe   of  Colchis,  to   beg  airiftance  of  th^ 
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Capuchins,  and  they  were  to  fend  one  of  their  com- 
panions with  me,  in  order  to  bring  them  away,  on 
account  of  their  being  reduced  to  the  greatelt  diitrefs 
by   the  war. 

This  was  no  fooner  determined,  than  I  prepared 
for  the  journey  ;  1  tooii  out  ot  my  faddle  and  my 
pillow,  the  jewels  1  had  concealed  in  them,  and 
putting  them  in  a  cafket,  committed  them  to  the  care 
of  the  prefe<5i.  We  thought  vve  never  (hould  have 
keen  able  to  hire  horfes,  for  no  body  would  go  with  us 
into  Mingrelia  ;  but  at  laft  by  the  means  of  money 
we  gained  over  two  men,  and  gave  fecurity  for 
their  horfes  and  clothes  in  cafe  they  (liould  be  robbed 
of  them.  I  alfo  diliniiled  my  valet,  who  played  me 
a  thoufand  villainous  pranks,  and  many  times  at- 
tempted my  deftrudlion  ;  atter  I  had  expollulated 
with  him  on  the  numerous  inftances  of  treachery 
of  which  he  had  been  guilty,  I  paid  him  for  the 
whole  time  he  had  ferved  me,  and  exhorted  him  to 
amendment.  But  the  mildnefs  of  this  treatment 
had  no  etfeS.  upon  him:  he  was  enraged  at  being 
diimi/Ted  in  a  llrange  country;  and  gave  me  room 
to  fear  fomething  fatal  from  his  refentment.  I  was 
tempted  to  lay  him  in  irons,  which  I  could  have 
done  for  a  word  fpeaking,  the  Capuchins  having 
fuch  credit  at  Teflis,  as  to  be  able  to  do  it  with 
the  greateft  eafe :  but  I  pitied  him  ;  and  the  reader 
will  focn  fee  the  dangerous  fnare  he  laid  for  me. 

On  the  20th  of  December  I  fet  out  with  brother 
Angelo  and  a  Georgian  belonging  to  the  Capuchins, 
who  had  frequently  been  at  Colchis,  and  all  the 
neighbouring  countries,  and  whom  the  prefe6t  re- 
commended as  a  perfon  in  whom  I  might  place  the 
greateft  confidence.  We  were  only  live  men  with 
four  horfes.  Brother  Angelo  and  I  mounted  two, 
the  two  others  carried  provihons,  and  we  every 
where  gave  out,  that  we  were  going  in  fearch  of 
the  Theatines  of  Mingrelia.  We  again  pafled  moun- 
tains covered  with  fnow^  and  at  length  coming  to 
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the  banksof  a  huge  river,  c  roiled  .t  in  a  boat ';  theil 
deiceiuiing  a  mountain,  we  entered  a  large  valley 
that  exteivis  into  Miiigrelia,  and  is  watered  by 
fevered  (^r^anVs.  Here  we  lay  in  a  village  named 
Sefano,  liinatcd  in  the  finefr  part  of  the  country  of 
Imeietta. 

Sefano  is  near  a  cafile  belonging  to  an  old  lady, 
aunt  to  the  Knig  of  ime;elta,  who  being  now  lick, 
and  iiearing  :hata  Capuchni  was  arrived  at  the  vjiiage, 
lent  fr)r  hun,  all  the  m  ffionaries  being  in  thefe  coun- 
tiics  .aReii  tor  Phyiiciaiis,  and  indeed  they  ail  prac- 
tifc  ph)  fie.  Brothei'  Angelo  went  to  her,  and  was  ia 
lu>|)ebof  making  tbisevent  turn  out  to  our  advantage. 
Two  hours  after  he  left  us^  to  my  great  fur  prize,  a 
Capuchin  of  Gory,  arrived  on  horfeback  with  a  guide 
to  inform  us,  that  the  valet  I  had  difmilled  had  been 
at  Gory,  where  he  had  difcovcred  all  he  knew  of  my 
enterprize:  fwearing  to  ruin  me,  and  that  he  was 
gone  nobody  knew  whither.  This  news  greatly 
alarmed  me,  and  having  given  theCupuchina  thou- 
fand  thanks,   I  prevailed  on  him  to  accompany  us. 

Tlie  next  day  we  proceeded  five  leagues  through 
the.  above  plain,  which  contains  many  villages  and 
woods  ;  leaving  on  our  right  the  fortrefs  of  Scander, 
laid  by  the  natives  to  have  been  built  by  Akxa.jder 
the  Great.  We  afterwards  palFed  by  Chicaris,  a 
village  that  contains  fifty  houfes,  and  took  up  our 
lodging  at  the  diftance  of  a  league  from  it,  where 
we  were  obliged  to  ftay  two  days  ;  our  carriers  refuf- 
ing  to  proceed  any  farther.  The  news  of  the  war 
with  which  they  were  entertained  by  every  pallenger, 
made  their  hearts  ftni  them  ;  and  they  were  leized 
with  the  dread  of  being  led  to  death  or  flavery.  Ta 
raife  their  courage,  we  called  the  c;irriers  and  the 
Georgian  recommended  by  the  prefeft,  and  told 
them  that  they  had  nothing  to  fear;  that  we  were 
well  informed  of  every  thing  ;  that  wc  had  our  lives 
and  goods  to  preferve  as  well  as  they,  and  that  we 
would  anfwer  for  the  fafety  of  their  horfes  and  per- 
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Ibiis.  One  of  them  then  fpoke  for  the  reft,  and 
defired  me  to  give  them  a  writing,  by  which  I  would 
engage  to  buy  them,  in  cafe  they  (houid  be  taken  for 
ilaves,  or  120  crowns  to  their  wives,  if  they  (hould 
die.  This  I  readily  granted,  and  making  them  alfo 
other  great  promifes,  prevailed  on  them  to  proceed. 

The  next  day  we  reached  Cotatis,  and  lodged  at 
the  houfe  of  the  bifhop,  who  was  not  at  home,  but 
his  officers  knowing  brother  Angelo,  gave  us  a  very 
kind  reception.  Cotatis  is  a  town  built  at  the  foot  of 
a  hill  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Phafis,  and  contains 
only  about  200  houfes.  At  a  little  diftance  are  thofe 
of  the  lords  and  the  king's  palace.  The  town  has 
neither  fortifications  nor  walls,  and  is  every  where 
open,  except  being  inclofed  in  part  by  theriver  and 
a  mountain,  at  the  foot  of  which  it  is  lituated.  On 
a  higher  mountain  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river  op- 
pofite  the  town,  is  the  fortrefs  of  Cotatis,  which  has 
a  high  double  wall,  ftrengthened  with  towers. 

I  ftayed  at  the  town  all  the  next  day,  when 
while  I  was  at  dinner  with  the  two  Capuchins  ;  the 
carriers  and  my  guide  being  alfo  according  to  the 
cuftom  of  the  country,  at  table  with  us  ;  I  faw  the 
rogue  of  a  valet,  enter  with  an  Armenian  and  a 
prieft,  who  came  to  fliew  him  the  houfe.  I  was  not 
much  furprifed  at  feeing  him,  for  my  apprehenfions 
kept  him  conftantly  in  my  thoughts.  I  did  not, 
however,  difcover  the  leaft  fear  :  1  imagined  he  was 
turned  Mahometan  from  his  wearing  a  turbant. 
The  villain  entered  with  fury  in  his  looks,  and 
feated  himfelf  by  my  men,  without  being  afked. 
This  infolence  offended  me  liill  more,  and  I  afked, 
from  whence  he  came  ?  He  replied,  from  Acalzika, 
whence  he  had  come  in  two  days.  I  afked,  if  the 
way  was  fo  eafy,  and  the  mountains  fo  little  covered 
with  fiiow,  that  he  could  crofs  them  in  fo  fliort  a 
time  ?  The  way  is  the  worft  in  the  world,  he  cried, 
and  the  mountains  are  covered  with  fnow  like  thofe 
we  pafTed  in  coming  to  Gonia.  You  fliall  fee,  for 
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you  muft  come  to  Acalzika  ;  I  have  orders  from  the 
bafia  to  bring  you  to  that  town.  You  muft  have 
more  force  to  carry  me  thither,  faid  I,  for  I  have  no 
bufinefs  there.  You  are  ill  advifed  ;  you  know  I  paid 
you  at  Teflis  ;  and  if  you  are  not  fatisfied,  you 
ought  to  make  known  your  demands  ;  for  without 
going  fo  far  as  Acalzika  on  fo  trifling  an  affair, 
there  are  fufficient  numbers  at  Cotatis  capable  of 
deciding  it.  This  I  fpoke  with  the  greateft  mildnefs 
pofTible.  But  the  villain  turned  with  a  furious  air 
to  his  companion,  and  bid  him  bring  in  the  Turks. 
He  went  out  immediately  ;  but  this  was  only  an 
artifice  to  terrify  me  :  I  was  indeed  extremely  fright- 
ed, and  thought  myfelf  loft.  The  prieft  of  Cotatis 
was  ignorant  of  what  palfed,  becaufe  we  talked  in 
the  Turkilh  tongue  ;  but  being  informed  by  father 
Angelo  of  the  nature  of  the  difpute,  and  the  equity 
of  my  propofal,  he  immediately  interefted  himfelf 
in  the  affair,  and  with  feveral  Georgians,  prefTed  the 
fellow  to  agree  to  fo  reafonable  an  offer ;  but  the 
more  they  faid,  the  more  infolent  and  abufive  he 
grew.  Till  at  laft,  lofing  all  patience,  I  ftruck  at 
him  with  my  fword  ;  but  they  flopped  my  hand,  and 
the  villain  fled  in  a  great  fright. 

It  was  now  refolved  that  brother  Angelo  fhouid 
the  next  morning  proceed  forward  into  Mingrelia, 
while  the  other  Capuchin  and  I  fhouid  ftay  behind  ; 
the  principal  reafon  was  our  being  unable  either  to 
buy  or  hire  horfes,  and  the  neceflity  of  fending  one 
for  the  ufe  of  my  partner. 

The  next  day,  which  was  the  2d  of  January, 
brother  Angelo  fet  out  with  all  the  horfes  and  men 
I  had  brought  from  Teflis,  while  I  returned  to 
Chicaris  with  the  Capuchin,  where  we  propofed  to 
wait  till  brother  Angelo's  return. 

I  had  continued  there  a  fortnight,  when  one 
morning  at  break  of  day,  I  was  agreeably  awaked 
by  my  comrade.  He  told  me  that  brother  Angelo 
with  the  men  and  horfes  arrived  at  Sippias  on  the 
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9th,  when  to  his  great  joy  he  heard  of  my  arrival  at 
Teflis,  and  that  1  was  then  waiting  for  him  near 
Cotatis.  He  inftantly  prepared  for  the  journey,  dug 
up  the  chefts,  and  took  out  of  the  roof  of  the  houfe 
half  of  what  he  had  concealed  there,  and  having 
Itaid  till  the  eleventh,  to  reft  the  horfes,  fet  out, 
leaving  the  remainder  of  the  treafure  to  the  care  of 
the  moft  faithful  of  our  valets,  not  daring  to  run 
the  hazard  of  lofi ng  the  whole  at  once. 

Having  proceeded  thus  far,  he  added:  *'  Don't 
'*  be  frighted  at  what  I  am  going  to  relate,  every 
'*■  thing  goes  well.  On  Saturday  the  14th  we  happily 
'f  arrived  at  Cotatis,  and  brother  Angelo  took  me 
*'  to  the  bifhop's  houfe.  I  did  not  know  of  the 
"  menaces  made  you  by  the  valet  you  had  difmifTed, 
'•^  till  yefterday  ;  if  I  had  I  Ihould  not  have  flopped. 
*"  at  Cotatis.  Brother  Angelo  and  our  men,  never 
*'  once  thinking  of  him,  entreated  me  on  Sunday 
'^  morning  to  ftay  till  noon,  in  order  to  refrefh  our- 
**  feives  a  little  after  our  fatigues.  I  confented  ;  but 
*'  while  we  were  at  dinner,  the  rogue  of  a  valet 
*'  entered  with  twenty  janizaries.  Where  is  my 
*^  mailer  ?  he  cried  with  a  loud  voice  :  he  attempted 
*'  to  kill  me,  and  has  not  paid  me  ;  but  I  will 
**■  certainly  pay  him.  He  then  looked  about  foryou  ; 
*-^  but  not  finding  you  he  entered  another  room,  with 
"  the  hopes  of  finding  you  concealed  there.  I 
''  followed  him  :  entreated  him  not  to  ruin  us,  and 
*^  told  him  that  if  my  comrade  had  ufed  him  ill,  or 
*'  had  not  paid  him,  I  was  not  anfwerable  for  it : 
*^  but  that  let  his  demands  be  what  they  would,  I'd 
*^  pay  him  immediately,  if  he  would  but  fend  away 
*^  the  Turks.  He  anfwered,  that  he  agreed  to  this, 
^'  and  when  he  had  difmifTed  them,  he  would  come 
**  to  me  again. 

**  He  then  returned  to  the  hall,  and  Ihewing 
*'  brother  Angelo  to  the  janizaries,  bid  them  take 
"  that  man  to  the  governor  of  the  fortrefs.  He 
*^  was  inftantly  feized.  The  janizaries  looked  around 
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'*  to  fee  if  there  was  any  thing  they  could  fteal, 
**■  and  calTing  their  eyes  on  our  cloaks  carried  them 
"  off.  Thefe  were  all  they  feized  ;  they  took  none 
**■  of  my  arms,  nor  the  bags  I  carried  about  me,  in 
*'  which  were  gold  and  precious  ftones  to  the  value 
*'  of  40,000  crowns.  The  moment  I  faw  the  jani- 
**"  zaries  out  gf  the  houfe,  I  fent  a  valet  to  follow 
*'  brother  Angelo,  and  conjured  the  carriers  to  fly 
"  with  us  immediately.  We  faddled  and  loaded  our 
'^  horfes  in  an  inftant,  and,  thank  God,  are  arrived 
"  in  fafety,  with  every  thing  I  brought  from  Min- 
*'  grelia  ;  having  loft  nothing  but  what  the  janiza- 
'^  ries  have  taken,  which  is  fcarcely  worth  two  pif- 
"  toles/' 

It  is  impoffible  to  exprefs  the  joy  I  felt  on  this  oc- 
cafion.  The  Capuchin  went  immediately  to  the  bi- 
shop and  the  queen,  to  complain  to  them  both,  and 
to  defire  them  to  procure  the  deliverance  of  father 
Angelo  ;  and  having  now  obtained  more  horfes,  my 
comrade  fet  out  on  his  return  to  Mingrelia,  with  five 
men,  to  take  away  the  reft  of  the  treafure  I  left  there, 
while  I,  with  the  Capuchin,  and  three  men,  took  the 
way  to  Tefiis.  But  being  arrived  at  Gory,  I  fent 
the  Capuchin  with  a  fum  of  money  to  Cotatis,  in  or- 
der to  purchafe  the  releafe  of  father  Angelo. 

On  the  evening  of  the  6th  of  February  my  com- 
rade arrived  at  Tefiis,  with  the  reft  of  the  treafure, 
and  the  valets  I  had  left  in  Colchis,  together  with  a 
Theatine  father,  and  brother  iVngelo  :  as  foon  as  I 
had  embraced  them  round,  the  latter  drew  me  afidc, 
to  tell  me  the  fequel  of  his  adventure. 

*'  You  have  heard,  faid  he,  in  what  manner  your 
''  perfidious  valet  had  me  feized  by  the  Janizaries. 
*'  The  governor  of  the  fortrefs  of  Cotatis  had  fent 
*'  them,  on  his  reprefenting  thatyou  owed  him  300 
"  crowns  ;  that  you  were  an  ambaffador ;  that  you 
"■  were  gojng  into  Mingrelia,  in  fearch  of  the  trea- 
"  fures  you  had  left  thete,  aud  that  in  your  perfon 
"  he  would  obtain  a  prize  that  would  enrich  him  for- 
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"  ever.  The  villain  preiled  the  Janizaries  who  con- 
**  du6ted  me  to  the  fortrefs^  to  bind  me  and  ufe  me 
*'  ill ;  but  there  was  among  them  a  renegado  Italian, 
'*■  who  caufed  me  to  be  treated  more  mildly.  I 
*^  walked  along  as  llowly  as  poiiible,  and  amufed 
*'  them  to  give  your  comrade  time  to  fly  ;  for  I  did 
*'  not  doubt  but  lie  would  take  that  ftep.  When 
they  had  brought  me  before  the  governor^  lie  aiked 
the  villain,  if  I  was  his  mafter  ;  he  replied  that  I 
was  not,  and  that  he  could  not  find  him  ;  but. 
that  I  certainly  knew  where  he  was.  The  go- 
vernor then  examined  me  about  you  ;  I  told  him^ 
''  I  did  not  know  where  you  were  ;  but  that  when 
'^  you  left  me,  you  defigned  to  go  to  Teflis.  He 
**  then  afked  me  many  queftions  about  your  quality, 
'^  and  told  me,  that  i  Ihould  pay  the  300  crowns  it 
"  was  pretended  you  owed.  I  replied,  that  you  were 
"  a  poor  friar  who  had  taken  the  trouble  to  give  me 
*^  notice  of  the  miferable  itate  to  which  thofe  of  your 
*'  order  were  reduced  in  Mingrelia;  and  upon  this 
'*  I  was  going  to  vifit  them.  That  this  was  all  I 
"  knew  of  you,  and  that  every  body  at  Cotatis,  from 
*'  the  king  to  themeaneft  of  his  fubje6i:s,  knew  that 
'*  1  made  a  profeliion  of  poverty. 

*'  Upon  this  the  governor  ordered  me  to  be 
**  fearched,  they  found  the  girdle  you  had  given  me, 
"  wherein  were  feven  piftoles  ;  but  the  jewels  you 
**  had  wrote  to  your  comrade  to  give  me,  1  had  hap- 
*^  pily  not  received.  The  governor  then  cried, 
'*  wretch,  wiiere  are  the  riches  thou  haft  prcmifed 
*'  me  ;  haft  thou  brought  me  tiiis  poor  man  to  mock 
'^  me  ?  thou  art  a  villain,  and  I  will  order  thee  to 
''  be  baftinadoed  to  death.  My  lord,  replied  he, 
^'  trembling,  thefe  riches  are  in  the  hands  of  my 
*'  mafter's  comrade,  who  is  at  the  bifliop's.  Dog 
**■  as  thou  art,  returned  the  governor,  why  haft  thou 
*'  not  brought  him  then  ?  go  and  fetch  him.  He 
*'  went  with  the  Janizaries.  I  was  dreadfully  afraid 
**'  they  would  find  him  ;  but  my  fear  was  turned  into 
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*"  i^y^  when  returning  the  Janizaries  reported  he 
*'  was  fled.  The  governor  tlew  in  a  rage  againft 
*^  your  valet  who  appeared  confounded,  i  then  re- 
*'  iated  the  ili  offices  he  had  done  you,  and  how  ge- 
'^  neroully  you  had  paid  him  his  wages. 

*'  At  night  the  governor  invited  me  to  fupper, 
**  and  learning  that  I  was  a  phyfician,  made  me  vi- 
'^  fit  fome  foidiers  in  the  fortrefs,  to  whom  I  admi- 
"  niftered  remedies.  The  next  day  the  queen  and 
*'  biihop  fent  two  gentlemen  to  the  governor  to  de- 
"  mand  my  releafe,  and  at  noon  there  can^ie  two 
'^  others  from  a  great  lord  of  the  country,  whofe 
'*  lady  being  ill,  and  he  hearing  that  I  was  confined 
'*  in  the  fortrefsfor  debt,  paid  the  governor  25  crowns 
*^  for  my  difcharge,  and  I  was  reieafed,  notwith- 
*"'  ftanding  the  clamours  of  the  valet,  vvho  faid  that 
*'  you  would  give  a  thoufand  crovvns,  rather  than 
'•^  leave  me  there.  I  now  went  to  villi  the  lady,  and 
*'  a  few  days  after  father  Juftin  arrived  at  Chicaris, 
**  where  hearing  that  I  was  w;th  this  lord,  he  came 
'*■  to  me,  reftored  the  25  crovvns,  and  we  went  toge- 
*^  ther  to  Chicaris.  Two  days  after  your  comrade  ar- 
"  rived  with  the  remains  ot  what  had  been  left  at 
**  Mingrelia.  He  told  us  the  way  he  had  taken  to 
"  avoid  coming  near  Cotatis  ;  and  that  he  had  heard 
"  the  rogue  of  a  valet  was  confined  in  the  fortrefs, 
".  and  probably  would  not  efcape  without  due  chaf- 
'^  tifement." 

It  was  late,  but  ray  comrade  and  I  could  not  go 
to  fupper  till  after  we  had  fomedifcourfeon  the  happy 
fuccefs  of  our  labours.  We  could  not  have  hoped 
thus  to  have  faved  every  thing,  when  we  were  fur- 
rounded  with  dangers  that  made  us  dread  the  lofs  of 
all  ;  and  yet  our  lolfcs  in  this  fatal  journey  had 
smounted  to  no  more  than  one  per  cent. 

Georgia,  by  which  I  would  be  underftood  to  mean 
the  whole  country  of  that  name  fubje6l  to  Perfia,  is 
bounded  on  the  eaft  by  Circailia  and  Ruffia,  on  the 
weft  by  Armenia  Minor,  on  the  fouth  by  Armenia 
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Major,  and  on  the  north  by  the  Black  Sea,  and  that 
part  of  Mingrelia  called  imeretta.  This  is,  in  my 
opinion,  the  whole  country  diftingiiidied  by  the  an- 
cients by  the  name  of  Iberia.  It  has  many  woods 
and  mountains  thatenclofe  large  and  beautiful  plains; 
but  the  middle  part,  which  is  watered  by  the  river 
Kur,  the  ancient  Cyrus,  is  the  moft  fertile.  The 
natives  call  themfelves  Carthueli,  and  it  is  faid  the 
Greeks  gave  them  the  name  of  Georgoi,  which  in 
their  language  lignifies  labourer. 

The  air  of  Georgia  is  dry,  very  cold  in  winter, 
and  hot  in  fummer.  The  fine  weather  does  not  begin 
till  the  month  of  May  ;  but  then  it  lafts  till  the  end 
of  November.  The  inhabitants  are  therefore  obliged 
to  water  the  earth  ;  by  which  means  it  produces  all 
Ibrts  of  grain  and  fruit  in  the  greateit  profufioii- 
The  bread  is  as  good  as  any  in  the  world.  The  fruits 
are  excellent,  and  of  all  forts.  No  part  of  Europe 
produces  finer,  or  better  tafted  pears  and  apples, 
nor  any  part  of  Alia,  more  excellent  pomegranates. 
The  cattle  are  extremely  numerous  and  very  good  ; 
the  wild  boars  are  as  common  and  as  delicate  as  ia 
Mingrelia ;  and  the  common  people  live  almoil  en- 
tirely upon  fwine,  which  are  feen  all  over  the  country, 
and  their  fiefli  is  not  only  extremely  palatable  but 
very  wholeibme. .  The  wild  fowl  are  incomparable, 
and  of  all  ibrts.  Belides  the  Cafplan  Sea,  which  is 
near  Georgia,  and  the  Kur  which  runs  through  it,  af- 
ford the  greateit  plenty  of  fea  and  freflvwater  filh. 

In  no  other  country  do  the  inhabitants  drink  lb 
much,  or  fuch  excellent  v,ine.  The  vines  grow 
about  the  trees  as  in  Mingrelia,  and  great  quantities 
of  wine  are  fent  from  Tefiis  into  Armenia,  Media, 
and  to  Ifpahan,  where  it  is  uied  at  the  (liah's  table. 
An  horfe  load,  which  is  three  hundred  weight,  fells 
for  about  the  value  of  eight  fliillings:  this  is  the 
price  of  the  belt  fort,  for  the  ordinary  w'me  docs 
not  fell  for  more  than  half  as  much.     Georgia  alio 
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produces  great  quantities  of  filk,  which  is  exported 
to  Turky  and  the  neighbouring  countries. 

The  Geogians  are  the  handfomeft  people^  not 
only  in  the  eaft,  but,  I  believe,  in  the  whole  world; 
and  I  never  obferved  an  ordinary  perfon  of  either 
iex  in  this  country  ;  but  1  have  feen  fome  that  have 
been  quite  angelical.  Nature  has  given  moi^  of  the 
women  fuch  graces  as  are  no  where  eife  to  be  feen ; 
and  it  is  impoilibie  to  behold,  without  loving  them. 
They  are  tall,  eafy,  not  encumbered  with  fat,  and 
have  llender  waifts.  But  they  injure  their  beauty 
with  paint,  which  they  ufe  as  an  ornament,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  among  us  are  worn  jewels  and 
rich  clothes. 

The  Georgians  have  naturally  much  wit,  and  had 
they  a  proper  education  might  poffible  be  diftin- 
guiflied  by  their  learning,  and  their  ll^ill  in  the  arts 
and  fciences  ;  but  the  negleft  of  all  inftru6tion,  and 
the  force  of  ill  example,  render  them  ignorant,  dif- 
honeft,  and  extremely  vicious.  They  will,  with  the 
greateft  eifrontery,  deny  what  what  they  have  faid 
and  done,  and  ailert  and  vindicate  the  moft  notorious 
fallbhoods.  They  are  irreconcileable  in  their  hatred, 
and  never  forgive ;  but  then  they  are  not  eafily 
difpleafed,  and  never  conceive  a  perpetual  hatred 
without  juft  caufe  of  anger.  They  are  addided  to 
drunkennefs  and  luxury,  which  are  not  even  efteemed 
crimes.  The  churchmen  get  drunk  as  well  as  the 
laity,  and  keep  beautiful  Haves  for  concubines.  No- 
body is  offended  at  this,  becaufe  it  is  the  authorifed 
cuftom.  The  prefect  of  the  capuchins  afTured  me, 
that  he  had  heard  the  catholicos,  or  patriarch  of 
Georgia  fay,  that  he  w  ho  at  the  great  fealls  at  Chrift- 
mas,  and  Eafter,  does  not  get  drunk,  ought  not  to 
be  efteemed  a  Chriftian,  and  deferves  to  be  excom- 
municated. The  women  are  no  lefs  vicious  than 
the  men  ;  their  defires  are  warm,  and  they  are  even 
more  to  blame  than  the  other  fcx  for  that  torrent  of 
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impurity  that  overflows  the  country.  The  Georgi- 
ans are  alfo  great  ufurers,  they  leldom  lend  without 
pledges,  and  the  loweft  interelt  they  take  is  two  per 
cent,  per  month.  In  other  refpe^ls,  the  Georgians 
are  friendly,  civil,  and  appear  with  great  gravity. 
Their  nianners  and  cuftonis  are  a  mixture  of  thofe 
of  moil  gf  the  nations  that  furround  them.  This  I 
believe,  proceeds  from  the  commerce  they  carry  on 
with  many  different  countries,  and  from  the  liberty 
every  one  enjoys  in  Georgia  of  living  according  to 
his  own  religion  and  cuftoms,  and  of  freely  defend- 
ing them.  Here  you  fee  Armenians,  Greeks,  Turks, 
Peifians,  Indians,  Tartars,  and  Mofcovites.  The 
Armenians  are  even  more  numerous  than  the  Geor- 
gians themfelves  ;  they  are  alfo  more  rich,  and  fill 
nioft  of  the  inferior  polls  and  employments  of  the 
ftate  ;  but  the  Georgians  are  more  powerful,  more 
vain,  and  oftentatious.  The  difference  between  their 
difpofitions,  manners,  and  belief  was  caufed  a  re- 
ciprocal hatred.  They  naturally  abhor  each  other, 
and  never  intermarry.  The  Georgians,  in  particular, 
coniider  the  Armenians  in  much  the  fame  light  as 
that  in  which  many  Europeans  behold  the  Jews. 

The  habit  of  the  Georgians  is  almoft  like  that 
of  the  Poles :  they  wear  their  bonnets  like  theirs  ; 
their  vefts  are  open  at  the  breaft,  and  fattened  with 
buttons  and  loops  ;  their  covering  for  the  legs  and 
feet  refembles  that  of  the  Perfians,  and  the  habit  of 
the  women  is  entirely  Perfian. 

The  houfes  of  the  great,  and  all  the  public  edifices, 
are  ere6led  on  the  fame  models  as  thofe  in  Perfia. 
They  Uuild  very  cheap  ;  for  they  have  wood,  ftone, 
phifter,  and  lime  in  abundance.  They  alfo  imitate 
the  Pcriians  in  their  manner  of  litting-,  lying  and 
esvting. 

The  nobility  excercife  the  mod  tyrannical  power 
over  their  vaiials,  whom  they  oblige  to  work  for 
them  whole  mofiths  together,  and  as  often  as  they 
pleafe  without  giving  them  either  pay  or  food.  They 

VOL.   VI.  H 


58  CHARDIN's  TRAVELS  THROUGIT 

think  they  have  a  right  to  their  fubftance,  liberty, 
and  lives:  they  take  their  children  and  fell  them, 
or  keep  them  as  Haves :  but  they  feldom  fell  any, 
eipecially  women,  who  are  above  twenty  years  of 
age. 

The  Georgians  are  almoft  as  ignorant  with  refpefl 
to  religion  as  the  Mingreiians.  Both  countries  re- 
ceived the  knowledge  of  Chriftianity  in  the  fourth 
century,  from  a  women  of  Iberia,  who  embraced 
the  Chriftian  religion  at  Conftantinople  ;  and  both 
have  now  loft  the  fpirit  of  it.  There  are  many 
bifiiops  in  Georgia  befides  the  Catholicos  or  Patri- 
arch. The  Prince,  though  of  the  Mahometan 
religion,  commonly  fills  the  vacant  fees,  and  gener- 
ally  chufes  his  own  relations;  even  the  Catholicos 
is  his  brother.  The  churches  in  the  towns  are  kept 
in  decent  order  ;  but  in  the  country  they  are  very 
dirty.  The  Georgians,  like  other  Chriftians  lituated 
to  the  north  and  the  weft  of  them,  have  a  ftrange 
cuftom  of  building  moft  of  their  churches  on  the 
top  of  mountains,  in  diftant,  and  almoft  inacceffible 
places.  They  fee  and  falute  them  at  three  or  four 
leagues  diftance:  but  they  hardly  ever  go  to  them  ; 
and  it  is  certain  that  moft  of  them  are  not  opened 
once  in  ten  years.  They  build  them,  and  then 
abandoned  them  to  the  injuries  of  the  weather,  and 
to  the  birds.  The  reafon  of  this  cuftom  I  could 
never  difcover. 

Moft  of  the  Georgian  lords  make  an  outward 
profefTion  of  the  Mahometan  religion,  fbrae  to  gain 
employments  at  court,  or  penfions  from  the  ftate; 
others  to  obtain  the  honour  of  marrying  their  daugh- 
ters to  the  prince,  or  only  to  introduce  them  to  the 
fervice  of  his  women.  There  are  fome  of  thefe  bafe 
nobility  who  will  themfelves  lead  their  moft  beauti- 
ful daughters  to  the  prince  ;  for  which  they  are  re- 
v/arded  by  a  poft  in  the  government,  or  a  penfion. 

While  I  was  at  Tefiis,  a  Georgian  lord,  letting 
the  prince  know  that  he  had  a  niece  remarkable  for 
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her  uncommon  beauty,  his  majefty  ordered  that  (he 
fliould  be  brought  to  him,  and  he  toolc  upon  himfelf 
the  office  of  bringing  her.     The  villain  went  to  his 
lifter,  who  was  a  widow,  and  told  her  that  the  prince 
would  marry  her  daughter,  and  that  Ihe  muft  prepare 
her  for  that  honour.     The  mother  immediately  in- 
formed the  poor  girl  of  the  violence  that  was  going 
to    be  offered  her :  (he  loved  a  young  lord  in  the 
neighbourhood,  who  had  an  equal  a[fe(51:ion  for  her  ; 
and  the   mother  had  encouraged  their  paffion.     In 
this  diftrefs  they  took  the  refolution  to  condole  with, 
the  lover.     They  lent  for  him,  and  he  arrived  fooa 
after.     He  found  the  mother  and  the  daughter  (hut 
up  by  themfelves,  mingling  their  tears,  and  in  the 
deepeft  diftrefs,  lamenting  the  feverit}-  of  their  fate. 
The  lover  threw  himfelf  at  their  feet,  and  let  them 
know  that  he  dreaded  nothing  fo  much  as  the  iofs  of 
his  miftrefs  ;  and  that  the  prince  could  infli6t  nothing 
on  him  fo  dreadful  as  this  Iofs.     That  the  only  way 
of  preferving  him  from  it,  was  their  being  immedi- 
ately married,  and  that  the  next  day  they  might  in- 
form their  perfidious  uncle,  that  (lie  was  no  longer  a 
maid.     The  propollil  was  accepted,  and  the  mother 
leaving  the  room,  the  lover  wiped  away  the  tears  of 
diftrefs  that  fell  from  the  eyes  of  his  miftrefs,  by  in- 
ftantly  marrying  her.      The  uncle  difcovered    the 
whole  affair,  and  told  it  to  his  majefty,   who  being 
enraged  at  his  difappointment,    gave  exprefs  orders 
for  bringing  to  court  both  the  mother,  the  daughter, 
and  the  hufband.  But  they  tied,  and  for  fome  months 
•'  efcaped  from  place  to  place.     At  length  being  con- 
vinced that  they  fliould  be  at  laft  taken,  they  got  to 
Acalzika,  where  the  Turkifh  baffa  took  them  under 
his  prote6tion. 

The  fear  of  fuch  accidents  obliges  thofe  of  the 
Georgians  who  have  beautiful  daughters,  to  marry 
them  as  foon  as  polfible,  and  even  in  their  infancy. 
The  poor  efpecially  marry  theirs  early,  and  even  in 
the  cradle,  that  the  lords  to  whom  they  are  fubje^. 
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may  not  take  them  away  in  order  to  fell,  or  make 
them  their  concubines. 

Georgia  has  but  four  fortified  towns,  Teflis,  Gory, 
Suram,  and  Aly ;  of  which  the  former  is  the  capital 
of  the   province.      It   is  fituated   at   the  foot  of  a 
mountain,  and  by  it  runs  the  river  Kur.     The  city 
is  furrounded  with  handfome  ftrong  walls,  except  on 
the  river  fide,  and  extends  from  north  to  fouth.     It 
has  a  large  fortrefs  on  the  declivity  of  the  mountain, 
where  the  garrifon  only   confiils  of  native  Perfians. 
Here  is  a  public  fquare,  an  arfenal,  and  a  market. 
This  fortrefs  is  a  place  of  refuge  for  criminals  and. 
debtors.     The   prince  of  Georgia  is  obliged  to  pafs 
through   it,  when  he   goes,    according  to    cuftom, 
without  the  gates  of  the  city  to  receive  the  letters 
and  prefents  lent  him  by  the  king  of  Perfia  ;  becaufe 
the  city    has  no  other  entrance   in   the  road    from 
Perfia,   but   through   this   fortrefs  ;  and  the  prince 
never  pades  through  it,  without  the  apprehenfions 
that  the  governor  has  fecret   orders  to  feize  his  per- 
fon.     Teflis  has  fourteen  churches,  which  is  a  great 
number  in  a  country  where  there  is  fo  little  devotion. 
Six  of  thefe  belong  to  the  Georgians,  and  the  reft 
to  the  Armenians.     The  cathedral,  which  is  called 
Sion,  is  fituated  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and   is 
entirely  built  of  feewn  ftones.   It  is  an  ancient  build- 
ing, very  entire  and  has  four  naves.     In  the  middle 
is  a  large  dome  fupported  by  four  maiTy  pillars.  The 
great  altar  is  in  the  midft  of  the  nave  facing  the  eaft. 
The  infide  is  filled  with  Greek  paintings  lately  ex- 
ecuted by  fuch  wretched  hands,  that  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  difcover  what  they  are  intended  to  repre- 
fent.     To  this  edifice  joins  the  bifiiop's  palace,  and 
the   principal   churches  of  the  Georgians,  who  had 
alfo  a  handfwme  church  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  city; 
but  it  is  now  converted  into  a   magazine  for  gun- 
powder. 

Though  this  city  belongs  to  the  empire  of  Perfia, 
and  as  well  as  tlie  whole  province,  is  governed  by  a 
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prince  who  profelFes  the  Mahometan  religion,  it 
has  not  one  mofque.  The  Perfians  have  indeed 
made  ufe  of  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  build  them  ; 
but  have  never  been  able  to  accompliib  it  ;  for  the 
people  immediately  rofe  in  arms,  pulled  down  the 
work,  and  beat  the  workmen.  The  princes  of 
Georgia  were  indeed  glad  of  thele  feditions,  though 
they  pretended  the  contrary  ;  for  having  abjured  the 
Chriftian  religion  only  to  obtain  the  viceroyalty, 
they  were  not  willing  to  confent  fco  the  eftablifliment 
of  Mahometanifn).  The  Georgians  are  naturally  mu- 
tinous, tickle^  and  brave  ;  and  being  lituated  near 
the  Turksj  the  Perfians  have  not  been  willing  to 
come  to  extremities  with  them  ;  hence  Teflis,  and 
all  Georgia,  are  allowed  the  liberty  of  preferving 
their  religion.  They  ufe  bells  in  their  churches  ; 
they  daily  fell  pork  in  the  market,  and  wine  is  fold 
at  the  corners  of  the  ftreets. 

The  public  buildings  at  Teflis  make  a  handfome 
appearance  ;  thefe  are  of  ftone,  and  kept  in  good 
order;  particularly  the  bazars,  and  the  caravanferais. 
The  palace  of  the  prince  is  one  of  the  principal  orna- 
ments of  the  city.  It  has  grand  iaioons,  which 
open  upon  the  river,  and  face  very  extenlive  gardens. 
There  are  aviaries  filled  with  great  numbers  of 
birds  of  different  kinds;  and  a  very  noble  falconry. 
Before  the  palace  is  a  fquare,  in  which  may  be  drawn 
up  near  a  thoufand  horfe.  It  is  furrounded  wiih 
fhops,  and  oppofite  the  gate  of  the  palace  is  tie 
grand  bazar,  from  the  upper  end  of  which  the 
fquare  and  the  front  of  the  palace  appear  in  a 
beautiful  perfpe6five.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
city  are  many  pleafure  houfes  and  fine  gardens. 

On  the  loth,  the  prefc6l  of  the  Capuchins  inform- 
ed the  viceroy  of  my  arrival  ;  which,  indeed  could 
not  be  concealed  from  a  prince,  who  knows  the  mod 
trifling  things  that  happen  at  Teflis;  but  I  was 
defirous  of  feeing  him,  and  prefenting  the  pairj^orts 
of  the  king  of  Perfia^  addrelfed  to  all  the  governors 


^2  CHARDIN's  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

of  provinces,  to  whom  I  was  ftrongiy  recommended  ; 
for  I  made  no  doubt  but  at  at  the  light  of  thefe  orders 
he  would  give  me  a  good  reception,  and  aa  efcort 
to  condu6i;  me  out  of  his  dommioiis.  This  prince, 
-who  is  called  Chanavas  Khan,  toid  the  prefe^  that 
I  was  welcome,  and  that  I  fhouid  do  him  ,x  plealure 
to  come  and  fee  him  as  foon  as  I  could  ;  and  on  the 
1 2th,  he  fent  a  gentleman  to  iniorm  me,  that  as  he 
^as  entering  on  a  week  of  rejoicing,  during  which 
he  fliould  every  day  give  a  public  entertainment  to 
his  whole  court,  he  deiired  me  to  come-  The  Capu- 
chins entreated  my  comrade  and  I,  to  drefs  as  well 
as  poffible,  and  on  their  account  to  make  a  very 
noble  prefent  to  the  prince.  To  this  I  agreed,  being- 
very  glad  of  an  opportunity  of  Ihewing  my  gratitude 
for  the  important  fervices  1  had  received  from  them. 

It  was  near  noon  when  we  went  to  the  palace, 
accompanied  by  the  prefe6t,  and  one  of  the  com- 
munity, named  father  Raphael.  The  prince  was  in 
a  hall  about  a  hundred  feet  long  and  forty  broad, 
hmlt  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  with  an  open  front 
on  that  fide.  The  ceiling  was  covered  with  mofaic 
work,  and  fupported  by  a  number  of  pillars  between 
twenty-five  and  thirty  feet  in  height,  painted  and 
gilt,  and  the  whole  room  was  covered  with  rich 
tapeftry.  The  prince  and  the  principal  nobility, 
were  placed  near  three  fires,  which  with  feveral  pans 
of  coals,  fufficiently  heated  the  room.  Chanavas 
Khan  caufes  himfelf  to  be  fainted  like  the  king  of 
Perlia,  by  kneeling  at  two  or  three  paces  diftance, 
and  bowing  the  head  three  times  fucceflively  to  the 
iloor.  But  this  is  difpenfed  with  in  regard  to  the 
Europeans,  and  I  iaiuted  him  without  kneeling. 
Two  gentlemen  in  waiting;  afterwards  led  me  to  my 
place  ;  but  I  would  not  fit  above  the  Capuchins  ; 
for  I  was  glad  of  an  opportunity  of  doing  them 
honour. 

While  I   was  bowing  a  gentleman  at  the  door  of 
the  hail  took   my   letters  patent  from  the  king  of 
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Perfia,  which  I  held  in  my  hand,  and  the  prefent 
for  the  prhice,  which  I  had  brought,  and  had  ranged 
in  a  large  filver  bowl.  The  prince  opened  the 
patent,  put  it  to  his  mouth,  and  his  forehead,  then 
gave  it  to  hisfirft  miniltcr,  for  him  to  tell  him  the 
contents.  Afterwards  he  looked  at  the  prefent, 
which  was  placed  at  his  feet,  with  much  curiofity 
and  pleafure.  It  confilled  of  a  large  watch  in  a  filver 
cafe,  chafed  and  gilt :  a  cryftal  mirrour  mounted  in. 
filver:  a  gold  box  enamelled,  to  hold  pills  of  opium, 
which  molt  of  the  Perlians  take  feveral  times  a-day  : 
a  very  neat  cafe  of  furgeons  inftruments,  and  knives 
with  curious  handles. 

The  firft  minifter,  after  having  read  the  patent, 
in  a  low  voice,  told  the  prince  what  it  contained. 
All  the  great  men  admired  the  words  wrote  in  gold, 
and  the  flowered  work  in  the  margin,  which  was 
very  large.  It  was  one  fheet  of  paper  two  feet  and 
a  half  long,  and  thirteen  or  fourteen  inches  broad. 
Befides  the  writing  in  gold,  there  were  words  in 
blue,  and  others  in  red,  thus  the  principal  words 
and  fentences  were  diftinguiflied,  while  the  reft  were 
wrote  in  black. 

In  bowing  to  the  viceroy,  Ifpoke  not  a  word,  nor 
did  he  move.  A  moment  alter  I  was  feated,  he 
fent  me  half  a  large  loaf,  which  flood  before  him, 
upon  a  gilt  dilh,  and  ordered  me  to  be  told  that  I 
was  welcome.  A  little  after  he  fent  to  qik  me,  how 
the  war  went  on  between  the  Turks  and  the 
Poles. 

I  (hall  not  defcribe  the  order  and  magnificence 
of  this  feaft  ;  I  lliall  oniy  iky,  that  a  great  deal  of 
wine  was  drank,  and  thiit  a  prodigious  quantity  of 
meat  was  eaten.  We  arofe  from  the  table  aft^er  hav- 
ing fat  three  hours;  and  yet  the  roaft  meat  was 
not  yet  brought  in.  We  made  a  low  bow  to  the 
prince  on  our  retiring,  when  he  fent  again  to  tell 
us,  we  were  welcome,  and  ordered  us  to  be  conduc^^ 
ed  home. 
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On  the  14th  the  prince  fent  us  two  great  flagons 
of  wine,  two  pheafants,  and  four  partridges.  The 
gentleman  who  brought  them  told  me,  that  the 
prince  had  given  him  orders  to  enquire,  whether  I 
wanted  any  thing  ;  and  whether  the  Capuchins  took 
c-dve  to  divert  us ;  and  to  tell  us,  that  if  we  liked 
the  wine  he  fent  us,  we  might  fend  every  day  for  it 
to  his  pantry.  I  thanked  the  gentleman,  and  de- 
lired  him  to  alTure  the  prince,  that  the  Capuchins 
fufFered  us  to  want  for  nothing,  and  that  we  drank 
together  the  prince's  health,  with  the  wine  he  fent. 
Indeed,  we  could  no  where  drink  better. 

On  the  1 6th,  the  prince  invited  us  to  the  marriage 
of  his  niece,  which  was  performed  at  the  palace.  I 
went  there  with  the  prefe6t  and  father  Raphael,  one 
of  the  Capuchins  ;  but  the  marriage  ceremony  was 
almoft  over  before  we  arrived.  It  was  performed  in 
the  grand  faloon  where  we  had  dined  before,  and  it 
being  full  of  ladies,  no  other  men  were  admitted 
but  the  prince  and  his  near  relations. 

it  is  only  fince  the  Georgians  have  been  fubje^ted 
to  Periia,  that  they  have  ^forbid  their  women  to 
converfe  with  men  :  this,  however,  takes  place  only 
in  the  town  ;  for  in  the  country,  and  in  places  where 
there  are  no  Mahometans,  they  wear  no  veils,  and 
make  no  difficulty  of  feeing  and  fpeaking  to  the 
other  fex  ;  but  as  the  cuftoms  of  the  Mahometans 
gradually  gain  ground  in  Georgia,  with  their  reli- 
gion, the  liberty  of  the  women  decreafes  in  the  fame 
proportion. 

The  marriage  ieaft  v/as  on  a  terrace  of  the  palace, 
furrounded  with  a  fopha  two  feet  high  ;  and  upon  it 
was  erected  a  grand  pavilion  fupported  on  fine  co- 
lumns twenty  two  feet  in  height,  and  about  five 
inches  in  diameter.  The  lining  was  of  gold  and 
iilver  brocade,  velvet,  ar.d  painted  linen,  io  artfully 
joined,  that  by  the  light  of  the  tapers  it  appeared 
like  a  cieling  compofed  of  flowers  and  morefco  work, 
Tlie  floors  were   covered  with  fine  carpets,  and  the 
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place  lighted  with  forty  large  lamps  fixed  on  ftands 
relenibiing  candlefticks,  moft  of  which  were  forty 
pounds  weight,  and  15  inches  in  diameter ;  the  four 
next  the  prmce  were  gilt,  and  the  others  filvered* 
The  Hand  at  the  height  of  a  foot  and  a  half,  bore  a 
cup  full  ot  taiiow,  which  fupplied  two  wicks  with 
light. 

The  guefts,  who  amounted  to  about  an  hundred^ 
were  ranged  on  fophas,  extending  round  the  room  : 
tiie  prince  fat  on  one  raifed  above  the  reft,  and  cover- 
ed with  a  canopy  made  in  the  form  of  a  dome  His 
fon  and  his  brothers  were  on  his  right,  and  the  bi- 
Ihops  on  his  left.  The  prince  made  us  fit  with  the 
Capuchins  immediately  after  the  bifliop.s,.  a.nd  the 
nmficians  were  below.  Soon  after  we  were  feated 
the  bridegroom  entered^  led  by  the  Cathlicos,.  and 
having  taken  his  feat,  the  prince's  relations  went  lo 
make  him  their  compliments,  and  to  offer  him  a  pre- 
fent ;  and  this  was  afterwards  done  by  moll  of  the 
other  guefts,  each. in  his  rank.  This  formed  a  kind 
of  proceflion  that  lafted  about  half  an  hour.  The 
prefents  confifted  of  money  in  gold  and  iilver^  and 
in  fmall  filver  cups:  but, all  of  them  together  did 
not  I  believe,  amount  to  above  2.00  crowns. 

In  the  mean  while  fupper  was  ferved_upin  the  fol- 
lowing manner:  firlt,  cloths  of  the  length  of  the 
fophas  were  fpread  before  all  th.e  guefls.  The  bread 
was  then  ferved  up,  and  the  meat  brought  in  large 
covered  (liver  diflies,  the  di(h  and  cover  commonly 
weighing  ^o  or  60  *  marks.  Thofe  who  brought  the 
difhes  into  the  hall,  ranged  them  on  a  cloth  at  the 
entrance;  other  officers  brought  them  to  the  carvers, 
who  filled  deep  plates,  which  they  prefented  to  the 
guefts  ;  bringing  them  firft  to  the  prince,  then  to 
the  others.  They  firft  ferved-  the  fame  meat  rounds 
then  another,  and  fo  on.  The  feaft  confifted  of  thre,e 

*  Each  aiark  being  eight  c^lIKes. 
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fervices,  in  each  of  which  there  were  about  fixty  of 
thefe  large  covered  diihes.  The  firft  was  ot  all  forts 
of  pilaw  or  pleo;  that  is,  rice  dreiFed  with  meat, 
which  was  of  various  colours  and  tailes  ;  the  yellow 
was  drefTcd  With  fafFron,  cinnamon  and  fugar  j  the 
red  with  the  juice  of  the  pomegranate  ;  but  the 
white,  which  is  the  beft,  was  of  the  natural  colour. 
This  pilaw  is  very  delicate  food,  and  extremely 
wholefome.  The  fecond  fervice  was  of  tarts,  fweet 
and  four  fricafees,  and  ragouts.  The  third  was  of 
i^oaft  meat.  All  the  three  fervices  were  mixed  with 
fifli,-  eggs,'  and  pulfe  for  the  ecelefiafiics.  Every 
thing  was  brought  in  and  taken  away  with  furprizing 
filence:  for  three  Europeans  at  a  table  would  make 
ftiore  noife  than  all  the  gueiis  and  fervants  in  this 
haU,  v.'ho  were  not  lefs  than  an  hundred  and  fifty. 

The   prodigious  number  of  drinking  vefTels  was 
alfo  very  furprizing  ;  thefe  were  about  12G,  and  con- 
fifted  of  bowls,  cups,  and  horns,  fixty  fiagons,  and 
twelve  tankards.     The  flagons  were  of  gold  polifhed 
fer  enamelled.     The  cups  and   bowls  were  fome  of 
gold  enamelled,  fome  of  polifhed  gold,  others  adorn- 
ed with  precious  ftones,  and  others  of  filver.     The 
horns  were  adorned  like  the  richeft  cups,  and  were 
of  feveral  lizes  ;  but  moft  of  them  were  about  eight 
iiiches  in  height,  and  of  a  bright  black.     Some  of 
them  were  made  of  the  horn  of  the  rhinoceros  ;  but 
the  moft  common  were  of  cows  horns- 
:  I  do  not  know  how  long  the  feaft  lafted  ;  for  I  did 
Bot  Ifay  till  the  end  of  it ;  we  retiring  at  midnight, 
when  the  roaft  meat  was  not  taken  away.     Nobody 
drank  till  the  third  fervice,  and  then  they  began  to 
drink  healtlis  in  the  following  manner.  They  deliver- 
ed to  eight  perfons  neareft  the  prince,  four  on  his 
right  hand,  and  four  on  his  left,  eight  fmall  cups  of 
the  fame  fize  and  falhion  full  of  wine.     Thofe  on  the 
right  hand  drank  off  the  wine  firiland  then  thofe  011 
the  left.     The  others  next  them  were  then  ferved  till 
the  health  went  round.     After  which  they  began 
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again  with  eight  larger  cups.  It  is  thecuftom  of  the 
country  to  drink  the  health?,  of  tue  great  with  the 
largett  cups;  and  the  guelts  to  (hew  their  re fpedt> 
continue  this  till  they  are  quite  drunk.  In  this  man- 
ner they  drank  tor  the  t>^='0  iait  liours  of  iriy  being 
there,  1  afterwards  learnt  that  they  did. ijxit.break  otf 
till  It  was  light.  The  Capuchins  and  I  were  exempt- 
ed trom  drinking,  and  indeed  had  1  drank  as  much  as 
thole  who  fat  near  me,  1  Ihouid  have  died  upon  the 
fpot :  but  the  prince  gave  orders  that  we  Ihould  drink 
no  more  than  we  liked. 

When  the  healths  began,  the  inftruaients  and 
vocal  muficilfuck  up,  with  which  the  wh,('ieaiTembiy 
feemed  tranfported,  though  to  me  it  appeared  rud? 
and  barbarous. 

On  the  2oth,  I  defired  the  preff^6l,  and  father  Ra- 
phael to  return  thanks  to  the  prince  for  the  honours 
he  had  conferred  upon  me,  and  to  aefire  him  to  grant 
me  an  officer  to  conduct  me  as  tar  as  Irivan,  the 
capital  of  Armenia  Major  ;  to  which  the  prince 
readily  agreed  He  prole  lied  to  entertain  an  efteem 
for  the  Europeans,  and  that  he  (liould  be  glad  to  have 
a  number  of  them  fettled  in  Georgia;  and  added, 
that  if  they  came  thither  for  the  fake  of  trade,  he 
would  grant  them  all  the  advantages  tliey  could  de- 
iire  ;  and  that  as  his  country  extended  to  the  Black 
Sea,  they  would  find  their  advantage  in  travelling 
through  it  to  the  Eaft  Indies. 

On  the  28th  of  February  we  left  Teflis,  our  me- 
hemander  ridmg  before  to  prevent  my  paying  any 
duties,  and  to  furnilh  us  with  provifions  an  l  ioig- 
ings  on  the  road.  The  next  day  we  proceeded  eight 
leagues  through  a  beautiful  plain,  to  a  town  named 
Cuprikent,  or  the  village  of  the  bridge,  from  its  be- 
ing built  near  a  very  fine  one  that  extends  over  the 
rivei  Tabadi.  The  town  confifts  of  about  if;o  houf.?s, 
and  the  bridge,  which  joins  two  mountain>  -hat  are 
feparated  by  the  river,  is  fupported  by  four  unequal 
arches  that  rife  from  tWQ  irregular  maiies  of  rock 
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found  in  the  river.  Thofe  at  tiie  two  ends  open  oia 
each  lide,  and  are  hollowed  out  into  fmali  chambers 
and  porticoes,  for  the  accommodation  of  palTengers  .- 
an  arch  near  the  middle  ot  the  river,  has  an  opennig 
on  each  lije,  with  two  chambers  at  the  ends,  and 
two  large  covered  balconies,  where  the  people  may 
enjoy  the  frefii  air  during  the  heat  of  i'ummer.  You 
heredefcend  by  two  pair  of  ftairs  which  are  cut  down 
from  the  arch.  This  bridcre  loiiis  to  a  caravanlerai 
nov/  in  ruins  ;  though  it  has  been  one  of  the  lineft 
in  all  Georgia. 

The  three  following  days  v/e  paffed  over  high 
mountains  difficult  of  accefs,  and  arrived  on  the  4th 
of  March  at  Diiyjan,  a  town  confifting  of  about  300 
houfes,  fituated  on  a  river  that  runs  at  the  foot  of  a 
liigh  and  frightful  mountain,  which,  as  well  as  the 
others  we  had  juft  palled,  forms  a  part  of  mount 
Taurus.  On  thefe  high  mountains  we  were  much 
incommoded  with  the  fnow  and  cold  ;  but  there  is 
every  where  to  be  found  abundance  of  water,  and 
here  and  there  are  fniall  fertile  plains.  The  good- 
ncfs  of  the  foil,  and  the  number  of  the  villages  are 
almoft  incredible  ;  fome  of  thefe  are  on  points  of 
land  fo  high,  that  the  palTengers  below  can  fcarcely 
fee  them.  Molt  of  them  are  inhabited  by  Georgian 
and  Armenian  Chriitians  ;  but  they  are  not  iuter- 
mixcd,  for  they  are  fuch  enemies,  that  they  will  not 
dwell  together  in  the  fame  village.  In  all  thefe 
mountains  are  found  neither  caravanferais  nor  any 
other  public  houfes  ;  but  we  lodged  commodiouily 
enough  with  the  peafants,  who  fupplied  us  with  plenty 
of  meat  and  drink  ;  for  our  mehemander  went  before^ 
to  provide  for  our  reception,  fo  that  on  my  arrival 
I  found  a  houfe  and  ftable  prepared,  a  great  fire 
lighted,  and  fupper  ready.  The  fijft  day  I  would 
have  given  fomething  to  my  landlord  ;  but  my  con- 
du61:or,  prevented  me,  faying,  that  was  not  the  cuf- 
tom,  and  that  I  ihould  rather  give  it  to  him.  I 
therefore  afterwards  privately  hid  fomething  for  the 
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life  of  the  people  with  whom  we  lodged.  Thus  we 
travelled  very  commodioufly  ;  and  at  night  my 
chamber  was  guarded  by  the  men  of  the  village  who 
ftood  Gentry,  as  well  to  execute  my  orders,  as  to 
guard  me  from  danger,  though  there  was  nothing  to 
fear. 

Moft  of  the  houfes  of  thefe  villages  are  properly 
caverns ;  for  they  are  hollowed  out  of  the  earth. 
The  others  are  built  of  large  beams  quite  up  to  the 
top,  which  is  made  flat,  and  covered  with  turf,  an 
opening  being  left  in  the  middle'to  admit  the  light, 
and  let  out  the  fmoke  ;  this  hole  they  flop  when  they 
pleafe.  The  above  caverns  have  the  advantage  of  be- 
ing warm  in  winter,  and  cool  in  fummer. 

The  town  of  Delyjan,  and  all  the  country  for  fix 
leagues  round,  is  called  the  territory  of  Cafac,  and 
depends  on  Periia,  in  the  fame  manner  as  Georgia, 
it  being  always  governed  by  its  natural  princes,  in  a 
direft  line  from  father  to  fon.  Abas  the  great  con- 
quered <ill  thele  countries  at  the  fame  time  that  he 
made  himfelf  mafrer  of  Georgia. 

On  the  fifth  we  proceeded  five  leagues  in  pafling 
the  frightful  mountain  already  mentioned.  I  thdught 
I  fhould  have  died  with  the  tatigue  of  this  journey  : 
I  was  troubled  with  a  dyfentery,  which  obliged  me 
to  difmount  every  quarter  of  an  hour  :  two  men  fup- 
ported  me,  and  a  third  led  my  horfe.  The  whole 
mountain  was  covered  with  fnow,  and  nothing  elfe 
could  be  feen  above  us,  no  not  fb  much  as  a  tree  or 
plant.  The  road  was  a  narrow  path  of  fnow  har- 
dened by  being  trampled  upon  by  travellers  and 
their  horfes  :  and  as  foon  as  we  fet  foot  out  of  tliis 
path  we  funk  up  to  the  middle.  There  is  no  poffibi- 
lity  of  palfing  this  mountain  while  the  fnow  is  fal- 
ling, or  when  the  wind  blows  ;  for  then  the  tnick  is 
lofi:,  and  thus  many  people  pcriih  every  year.  This 
fnow  never  melts,  aitd  the  mountain  is  perpetually 
covered  with  it. 
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Thenextday,  though  haif  dead,  I  continued  my 
journey,  and  Ipurred  on  by  die  hopeb  oi  finding 
fome  relief  at  Invan,  we  proceeded  five  leagues  to 
Bickni,  a  coniiderable  town,  lituated  at  the  toot  of 
a  Qiountain  on  the  banks  of  theZengui,  and  lodged 
at  a  handfome  monaftery  belonging  to  the  Armeni- 
ans, built  between  the  town  and  the  mountain. 
The  monks  received  me  with  much  humanity  ;  but 
it  being  lent,  nothing  could  prevail  on  them  to  make 
me  ionie  chicken  broth,  and  my  condn(itor  was  obii- 
g  d  to  make  uih  of  all  his  authority  to  get  me  a  few 

1  he  next  morning  at  break  of  cay,  we  departed, 
after  having  made  a  Imail  prefent  to  the  monaiter}'', 
and  travelled  n'ne  leagues  over  plaitis  covere:i  with 
fnow.  The  travelling  in  theie  i'iiows  is  aUended 
Vk'ith  great  pain  and  danger  fi'om  the  rays  of  the  fun, 
which  tailing  upon  it,  give  it  an  iiuli|>pQrtabie  bright- 
iieis,  that  IS  very  prejudicial  to  the  fight,  notwith- 
ilanding  all  the  precautions  we  could  take,  by  fol- 
lowing the  example  of  the  natives  in  putting  a  thin 
"black  or  green  filk  handkerchief  before  our  eyes, 
which  only  ferves  to  leiien  the  evil.  W^hen  we  met 
with  peafants,  it  was  neceUary  to  difpute  vvho  fiiould 
enter  the  fnow,  for  the  track  is  fo  narrow  that  two 
horfes  cannot  pafs  oy  each  other  upoii  it.  When  the 
numbers  are  equal,  they  ufuaily  come  to  blows, 
otherwife  the  weakeil  yield.  They  unload  their 
horfes,  and  rcake  them  enter  the  fnow,  in  which  they 
fmk  up  to  their  bellies,  and  thus  ftand  to  give  a  paf- 
fage  to  the  others.  To  this  all  whom  vve  met  were 
obliged  by  my  conductor  to  fubmit.  We  palTed  by 
feverai  tov/ns  and  villages,  and  at  night  arrived  at 
Irivan. 

Irivan  is  a  large  dirty  city,  the  greateft  part  of 
•which  is  filled  with  gardens  and  vineyards.  It  is 
Htuated  in  a  plain  furrounded  with  mountains,  and 
on  the  banks  of  two  rivers,  the  Zengui  walhing  it: 
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to  the  north  weft,  and  a  river  called  the  Forty  Foun- 
tains, from  the  number  ot  its  fources,  running  to 
the  ibuth-weft.  The  fortrels,  which  is  at  a  little 
diltance,  might  pafs  for  a  fmall  city.  It  is  of  an 
oval  form,  fourthoufand  paces  round,  and  contains 
about  800  houfes.  None  live  in  it  but  native  Perllans. 
The  Armenians  have  fliops  in  v-'hich  they  work, 
and  trade  in  the  day  :  but  at  night  they  (liut  them 
tip,  and  return  to  their  houfes.  This  fortrefs  has 
three  walls  ofearth,  and  battlements  of  white  bricks, 
flanked  with  towers,  and  provided  with  narrow  ram- 
parts, extending  on  the  north  to  a  dreadful  precipice 
above  two  hundred  yards  deep,  at  the  bottom  of 
\\hich  flows  the  river.  This  inaccellible  part  is  only 
fortified  with  terraces  furnifhed  with  artillery.  The 
garrifon  confrfts  of  2000  Perfians.  It  has  many 
gates  and  walls,  all  of  them  cafed  with  iron,  and 
defended  by  batteries,  portculiifes,  and  fortified 
guard  houfes.  The  palace  of  the  governor  of  the 
province  is  on  the  brink  of  the  precipice,  and  makes 
a  handfome  appearance.  On  an  eminence  at  a 
thoufand  paces  diftance  is  a  fort,  fortified  with  a 
double  wall,  and  artillery,  that  commands  the  for- 
trefs. 

There  are  feveral  churches  in  the  city,  the  princi- 
pal of  which  is  the  billiop's, .  and  another  called 
Catovike,  thefe  were  ere6ted  during  the  reigns  of 
the  lait  kings  of  Armenia.  The  others  which  have 
been  fince  built,  are  Iruail,  funk  in  the  earth,  and 
have  fome  refemblance  to  catacombs. 

Near  the  epifcopai  church  is  an  old  tower  built 
of  hewn  ftones;  but  I  could  neither  learn  the  time 
nor  the  ufe  for  which  it  was  built.  On  the  outfide 
are  infcriptions  in  charafters  like  thofe  of  the  Arme- 
nians, but  the  Armenians  cannot  read  them.  This 
is  an  antique  work,  of  a  fingular  architedure,  and 
around  it  are  feveral  ruins,  which  feem  to  have  be- 
longed to  a  cloyfter.  Near  the  above  ftrud^iure  is  a 
niolque   in  ruins,    and   at  fome  diftance  is  a  large 
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fquare  four  hundred  paces  in  diameter,  furrounde(3 
with  trees.  This  is  iiied  tor  caroufals,  hoiTe-raceSi 
wreftling  matches^  and  all  exerciles  either  on  horfe- 
back  or  on  foot.  There  are  many  baths  in  the  town 
and  fortrefs,  and  feveral  caravanferais  ;  the  fineft  of 
which  is  within  five  hundred  paces  of  the  caftle. 
It  was  built  a  few  years  ago  by  the  governor  of 
Armenia^  The  gate  is  eighty  paces  deep,  and  forms 
a  fine  gallery,  filled  with  {hops,  where  all  forts  of 
ilutfs  are  fold.  The  body  of  the  edifice  is  fquare, 
snd  contains  three  great  lodging  rooms,  and  fixty 
fmall  ones,  with  large  ftables,  and  many  fpacious 
warehoufes.  Before  it  is  a  market  furrounded  with 
Ihops,  in  which  are  fold  all  ibrts  of  jirovifions,  and 
by  the  fide  of  it  is  a  fine  mofque,  and  two  coffee- 
houfes. 

Irivan  is  fituated  in  41^.  15  min.  north  latitude, 
and  enjoys  a  good  air  ;  but  it  is  thick  and  very  cold. 
The  winter  lafts  long,  and  the  fnow  fometimes  falls 
in  April.  The  country  is,  however,  fertile,  and 
the  wine  produced  in  its  neighbourhood,  is  good 
and  cheap.  The  Armenians  have  a  tradition  that 
Noah  planted  the  vine  near  Irivan,  and  point  out 
the  very  fpot.  All  forts  of  provilions  are  produced 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city,  and  fold  at  a  low 
price.  The  two  rivers  that  flow  by  its  fide>  and 
the  lake  of  Irivan,  which  is  at  three  fmall  days 
journey  to  the  north  weft,  furnifh  the  city  with  fine 
fifli,  particularly  troutsand  carp  that  are  remarkably 
good,  and  famous  all  over  the  eaft  :  fome  of  them  I 
have  feen  three  feet  long. 

The  Armenians  efteem  this  the  moft  ancient  city 
ot  the  world,  and  believe  that  Noah  dwelt  there 
both  before  and  after  the  deluge,  when  he  defcend- 
ed  from  the  mountain  on  which  the  ark  refted. 
They  even  fay,  that  here  was  the  terreftrial  para* 
dife. 

At  twelve  leagues  from  Irivan,  is  the  celebrated 
mountain   on  which   almoft   all  the   people  of  the 
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country  are  firmly  perfuaded  that  the  ark  refled. 
This  mountain  is  lb  high  and  large,  that  when  the 
air  is  clear  it  does  not  appear  above  two  leagues 
diftant.  The  Armenians  even  believe  that  the  ark 
is  ftill  on  the  fummit  of  this  mountain^,  and  fay 
that  a  monk  named  James  being  refolved  to  fee  ity 
or  die  in  the  attempt^  went  haU  way  up  the  accli- 
vity;  but  could  go  no  farther,  becaufe  having  af- 
cended  thus  far  every  day,  he  was,  while  afleep  in 
the  night,  carried  back  to  the  place  from  whence  he 
fet  out  in  the  morning.  They  add  that  this  continued 
a  long  time,  till  God  being  willing  to  fatisfy  in  part 
his  delires,  fent  him  a  piece  of  the  ark  by  an  angel, 
and  ordered  him  to  be  told,  that  all  accefs  to  the 
top  was  forbidden  to  mankind. 

At  the  foot  of  the  mountain  is  a  village  of  Chrifti- 
ans,  and  a  monaftery  ;  for  which  the  Armenians 
have  great  devotion,  believing  that  Noah  firil:  oifered 
facriftces  there  after  the  deluge.  This  is  called  the 
monaftery  of  the  apoftles  ;  from  its  being  pretended 
that  the  bodies  of  St.  Andrew  and  St.  Matthew 
were  foimd  there,  and  that  the  fkuil  of  that  evan- 
gelift  is  prefer ved  in  the  church  of  the  monaftery. 
The  people  relate  a  hundred  other  abfurd  particulars 
of  this  place,  and  of  the  country  ail  around,  which 
they  make  their  Holy  Land. 

I  having  fent  to  inform  the  governor  of  Irivan 
of  my  arrival,  a  melTenger  came  to  tell  me  that  I 
was  welcome;  and  that  he  was  very  defirous  of 
feeing  me,  and  a  part  of  the  jewels  1  had  brought. 
I  was  then  aflted  how  many  men  I  had  with  me, 
and  w  hether  I  chofe  to  lodge  in  the  fortrefs,  or  in 
the  great  caravanfcrai.  I  chofe  the  latter  ;  becaufe 
there  can  be  no  place  more  fecure,  and  there  is  no 
want  of  company  ;  for  merchants  come  there  from 
all  parts  of  Afia.  On  .this  the  governor  giving 
orders  for  my  having  one  of  the  beft  apartments,  I 
went  thither  the  next  day,  with  all  my  baggage, 
;^nd  about  noon  an  officer  belonging  to  the  governor 
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brought  me  an  order  from  the  intendant  to  receive 
daily  from  the  proper  officer,  bread,  wine,  flefh,  fifh, 
fruit,  rice,  butter,  wood,  and, other  necelTaries  fof 
fix  perfons.  The  quantity  of  each  is  regulated  ;  but 
the  portion  allowed  for  one  perfon  is  fufficient  for 
two. 

On  the  tenth,  I  went,  by  the  governor's  defire, 
to  pay  him  a  viiit,  and  found  him  in  a  large  hand- 
fome  light  clofet,  with  feveral  lords  of  the  country. 
He  treated  me  with  great  complaifance,  told  me 
three  times  that  I  was  welcome,  and  entertained  me 
with  fweetmeats  and  Ruffian  brandy.  I  fhewed  him 
fny  patents,  after  which,  he  fpent  an  hour  in  alking 
file  news  of  Europe,  in  relation  to  the  wars  in  that 
part  of  the  world  ;  the  prefent  difpofition  of  the 
Chriilian  princes,  and  the  ftate  of  the  fciences,  with 
the  new  difcoveries  that  had  been  made.  He  fpent 
another  hour  in  examining  the  jewels  I  had  brought, 
of  which  he  talked  like  one  who  was  well  acquainted 
with  them.  He  fet  alide  thofe  that  particularly 
pleafed  him,  and  fuch  as  he  thought  would  be  agree- 
able to  the  princefs  his  wife.  Having  kept  me  to 
dinner,  he  honoured  me  afterwards  with  his  con- 
verfation  for  half  an  hour  longer,  and  then  difmiifed 
Ine,  ordering  my  mehemander  to  fuffer  me  to  want 
for  nothing. 

This  governor  was  one  of  the  greateft  lords  of 
Perfia  ;  he  was  beloved  by  the  king,  and  revered  by 
the  court,  his  two  fons  were  his  majetty's  chief 
favourites  ;  and  he  was  refpccted  by  the  people  on 
account  of  his  juftice  and  integrity.  Indeed  he  well 
deferved  his  good  fortune  ;  for  befides  thefe  amiable 
qualities,  he  was  a  man  of  fenfe,  and  fond  of  the 
arts  and  fciences. 

On  the  1 2th,  I  difmilTed  the  officer  belonging  to 
the  viceroy  of  Georgia  who  had  conducted  me  to 
Irivan,  on  which  occafion  1  made  him  a  prefent  of 
eight  pilloles. 
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On  the  fifth  of  April  the  governor  went  to  at 
camp,  which  he  had  caufed  to  be  formed  a  league 
from  the  city,  in  a  large  and  beautiful  meadow, 
always  covered  with  flowers  during  the  fpi^ing.  The 
two  rivers  that  pafs  by  Irivan,  wind  in  a  Terpentine 
courfe,  with  a  gentle  llream,  forming  many  fmall 
iflands.  The  governor's  quarter,  that  of  the  prin* 
cefs  his  wife,  and  thofe  of  the  nioft  confiderable 
perfons  who  accompanied  them,  were  feparate,  and 
each  in  an  ifland  :  but  they  had  a  communication 
with  each  other  by  means  of  fmall  flying  bridges. 
The  governor's  tents  were  extremely  magnificent ; 
they  had  all  the  accomodations  of  a  palace,  in  minia- 
ture, even  to  baths  and  ftoves.  His  houlhold  con- 
fifted  of  500  men,  without  reckoning  women  and 
eunuchs.  The  great  are  here  accuftomed  thus  to 
pafs  the  fpring  in  the  country.  They  take  the  di- 
verfions  of  hunting,  fifliing,  walking,  and  exercifrs 
on  foot  and  on  horfeback.  Thus  they  tafte  the 
frefhnefs  of  the  air,  of  which  they  are  extremely 
fond,  and  if  they  have  no  bufmefs  that  calls  them  to 
the  city,  they  continue  to  enjoy  thefe  delights  during 
the  fummer,  in  the  moft  delicious  parts  of  the 
neighbouring  mountains. 

On  the  6th  I  dined  with  the  lieutenant  of  the 
fortrefs,  who  was  a  native  of  Daghelian,  an  extenfive 
country  covered  with  mountains,  on  the  confines  of 
RuIIia,  and  I  had  the  plcafure  of  hearing  him  relate 
many  fmgularities,  with  refpe6f  to  the  manners 
and  cuftoms  of  his  country.  The  next  day  the  trea- 
furer  entertained  me  in  the  fame  manner.  I  now 
made  thefe  gentlemen  fmall  prefents,  in  return  for 
the  favours  I  had  received  from  them.  They  had 
been  of  fervice  to  me  at  Irivan,  without  daring  to 
take  the  dues  which  one  is  obhged  to  pay  in  Perlia 
to  the  officers  of  the  governors,  for  the  money  we 
receive  from  their  treafuries;  becaufe  their  mailer  had 
ftriftly  commanded  them  to  make  no  demands  upon 
me.    The  carelles  and  entertainments  they   nov/ 
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gave  me,  were  therefore  defigned  to  oblige  me  to 
make  them  a  proper  return  ;  for  they  knew  that  I 
was  two  well  acquainted  with  the  culloms  of  the 
country,  to  believe  that  this  behaviour  to  a  ftranger, 
proceeded  from  mere  generofity.  In  the  afternoon  I 
went  to  the  camp,  to  take  leave  of  the  governor,  who 
had  before  appointed  me  a  mehemander  ;  he  now 
treated  me  with  the  utmoft  kindnefs,  and  on  retiring, 
gave  me  letters  of  recommendation  to  his  two  eldeft 
fons,  who  were  the  king's  favourite  eunuchs. 

I  left  Irivan  on  the  eighth  of  April,  and  on  the 
1 2th  arrived  at  Nacchivan,  once  a  vaft  city;  but 
now  a  prodigious  heap  of  ruins  ;  but  by  little  and 
little  it  has  been  in  part  rebuilt  and  repeopled.  In 
the  midil  of  thefe  ruins  have  arifcn  bazars,  in  which 
are  fold  ail  forts  of  provifions  and  merchandize.  It 
has  five  caravanferais,  with  baths,  taverns,  and  about 
2000  houfes  :  but  the  Perfian  hiftorians  maintain, 
that  this  city  formerly  confifted  of  40,000.  Without 
the  city  are, the  ruins  of  a  large  fortrefs,  and  many 
forts  deftroyed  by  Abas  the  Great,  at  the  end  of  the 
laft  century. 

Five  leagues  to  the  north  of  Nacchivan  is  a  large 
village  named  Abrener,  which  fignifies  a  fertile  field. 
The  inhabitants  of  this,  and  feven  other  neighbour- 
ing villages,  are  of  the  Romifh  religion :  their 
bilhop  and  priefts  are  Dominicans  :  but  they  perform 
the  fervice  in  the  Armetiian  tongue.  A  Dominican 
of  Bologna,  350  years  ago,  brought  this  part  of 
the  country  under  the  authority  of  the  Pope,  and 
above  twenty  other  villages  fubmitted  to  him  ;  but 
they  have  fince  returned  to  their  obedience  to  the 
Armenian  Patriarch,  and  to  their  firft  religion.  The 
number  of  thofe  who  adhere  to  the  church  of  Rome, 
diminifh  daily,  on  account  of  the  perfecution  of 
the  Patriarch  and  the  governors  of  Nacchivan. 

The  next  day  having  pafPed  tlie  river  Nacchivan, 
over  a  large  bridge,  we  proceeded  through  a  dry  and 
barren  country,  to  tlTc  river  Aras,  the  ancient  Araxes, 
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oppofite  the  ruins  of  the  city  of  Julfa  the  old.  That 
city  was  fituatcd  on  the  declivity  of  a  mountain, 
fcicing  the  river.  The  avenues  that  led  to  it,  which 
were  naturally  difficult  of  accefs,  were  guarded  by 
forts.  The  city,  according  to  the  Armenians,  had 
4000  houfes  ;  but  moft  of  them  appear  to  have  been 
only  caverns  in  the  mountains,  more  fit  to  afford 
Ihelter  to  cattle  than  for  the  habitations  of  men.  I 
do  not  think  there  is  any  where  in  the  world  a  more 
hideous  and  barren  place  ;  neither  a  tree  nor  a  bJade 
of  grafs  is  to  befeen,  and  though  there  are  places  of 
fertility  in  its  neighbourhood,  the  city  could  not 
have  been  in  a  more  dry  and  ftony  fituation. 

It  was  Abas  the  Great  who  ruined  Julfa.  That 
great  and  polite  prince,  feeing  his  forces  unequal  to 
thofe  of  his  enemies,  and  refle<51:ing  on  the  means  of 
preventing  their  returning  every  year  into  Perfia, 
to  make  and  preferve  their  conquefts  there,  refolved 
to  render  all  the  country  a  defert  between  Erzerum 
and  Tauris,  on  a  line  with  Irivan  and  Nacchivan, 
which  was  the  way  by  which  the  Turks  commonly 
came,  and  where  they  fortified  themfelves,  becaufe 
they  found  provifions  fuflicient  for  the  fubfiftence  of 
their  army.  He  therefore  removed  the  inhabitants 
and  cattle,  ruined  the  edifices  of  every  kind,  let  fire 
to  all  the  fields  and  trees,  and  even  poi;bned  feverai 
fountains. 

But  to  return;  the  Aras  has  its  fource  in  the  moun- 
tains on  which  it  is  pretended,  that  Noah's  ark  reited, 
and  after  dividing  Armenia  and  Media,  fails  into  the 
Cafpian  Sea.  This  river  is  large  and  rapid  :  durino- 
its  courfe  it  is  fwelled  by  feverai  brooks  that  have  no 
name,  and  by  many  torrents.  Bridges  have  been 
built  over  it  above  Julfa,  and  in  other  places  ;  but 
however  mafiy  and  ftrong  they  were  made,  they  could 
not  refill  the  force  of  the  current;  for  v\hen  the 
fnows  melt  on  the  neighbouring  mountains,  no  piers 
or  buttrefiTes  can  withfiand  its  force.  Indeed  the 
npife  of  the  waters,  and  the  rapidity  of  their  courfe 
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ar^  very  aftonifhing.  We  paiTed  it  in  a  large  boat, 
made  to  carry  20  horfes  and  30  perfons  at  a  time.  I 
fufFered  none  to  pafs  over  with  me  but  my  men  and 
Riy  baggage.  Four  men  took  care  of  the  boat,  and 
preceded  300  paces  along  the  bank,  up  the  river  ; 
by  little  and  little  they  got  into  theftream,  and  then 
made  ufe  of  only  a  long  helm,  to  direcl  its  courfe  to 
the  other  bank.  The  boat  was  then  c^'iven  by  the 
current  with  an  incredible  impetuofity,  and  proceed- 
ed 500  paces  in  an  iaftant.  The  boat-men  were 
above  tvw  hours  in  going  and  coming,  on  account  of 
the  efforts  they  were  obliged  to  make  in  going  againll 
the  ft  ream. 

I  have  obferved  that  this  river  feparates  Armenia 
and  Media.  This  laft  kingdom  which  formerly  held 
the  Empire  of  Afia,  compofcrs  only  a  part  of  a  pro- 
vince of  Perfja  called  Azerbeyan  or  Afurpaican. 

We  now  proceeded  to  the  north- weft,  and  the 
next  day  reached  Marant,  a  good  city  compofed  of 
^^oohoufes,  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a  hill,  at  the  end 
of  a  Hue  fertile  plain,  watered  by  a  fmall  river  na- 
med Zeloulou.  The  gardens  of  Marant  take  up 
more  room  than  the  town  itfelf,  and  produce  great 
quantities  of  fruit  efteemed  the  beft  in  Media.  In 
this  country  is  alfo  gathered  the  cochineal  infe6l. 

From  hence  we  proceeded  four  leagues,  conftantly 
turning  between  the  mountains,  which  mfome  places 
approach  very  near  each  other,  but  are  no  where 
joined  :  afterwards  we  palled  through  fine  fertile 
plains,  that  are  well  cultivated,  and  on  the  17th  ar- 
rived at  Tauris,  the  fecond  city  of  Perlia,  both 
with  refpecf  to  its  extent,  its  commerce,  riches,  and 
the  number  of  its  inhabitants. 

Tauris  is  fituated  in  a  plain  at  the  foot  of  a  moun- 
tain ;  it  is  of  an  irregular  figure,  and  has  neither 
walls  nor  fortifications.  Through  it  paffes  a  little 
yiver  named  Spingtcha,  which  fometimes  fwcliing, 
carries  away  the  houfes  on  its  banks.  Another  river 
called  the  Agi,  pafics  by  the  north  fide  of  the  city. 
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and  is  fait  fix  months  of  the  year,  from  the  torrents 
which  fall  into  it,  after  they  have  palfed  over  lands^ 
covered  with  fait.  The  city  is  divided  into  nine 
quarters  or  wards  ;  the  bazars  compofmg  the  heart 
of  the  city,  and  the  dwelling  houfes,  moil  of  which 
have  a  garden,  are  on  the  ontfide.  There  are  here 
many  magniiicent  ftru6tures  the  bazars  juft  menti- 
oned make  as  fine  an  appearance  as  jn  any  part  of 
Afia,  from  their  largenefs  and  great  extent ;  from 
the  beautiful  domes  with  which  they  are  covered  ; 
from  the  multitudes  of  people,  and  the  vaft  quantity 
of  merchandize  with  which  they  are  filled.  The 
fineft  of  thefe,  in  which  the  jewels  and  moft  valuable 
merchandize  are  fold,  is  an  o6lagon,  and  is  called 
the  Kaiferie^  or  royal  market.  As  to  the  other  pub- 
lic buildings  they  are  equally  noble.  There  are 
faid  to  be  300  caravanferais,  which  are  fo  fpacious 
that  300  perfons  may  lodge  in  each  ;  and  the  mofques 
and  baths  are  anfwerable  to  the  grandeur  of  the 
other  buildings.  There  are  three  hofpitals  in  the 
city,  in  which  nobody  is  lodged  ;  but  provifions  are 
given  twice  a  day  to  all  who  come.  Upon  a  hill  at 
the  weft  end  of  the  city  is  a  pretty  hermitage,  and 
at  the  eaft  end  are  the  ruins  of  a  caftle. 

There  is  the  largeft  fquare  at  Tauris  I  have  ever 
feen  ;  it  being  much  more  fpacious  than  that  of  If- 
paham.  The  Turks  when  they  were  in  polfefljon  of 
this  city  have  frequently  drawn  up  within  this  fquare 
30,000  men  in  order  of  battle.  In  the  evening  the 
populace  are  diverted  there  with  drolls,  mountebanks, 
wreftling,  ram  and  bull  fights  ;  the  repeating  of 
pieces  in  profe  andverfe,  and  dancing  wolves.  The 
people  of  Tauris  place  their  highell  entertainment 
in  feeing  thefe  dances :  thofe  wolves  that  are  moft 
expert  at  them  are  fold  at  50  crowns  each  ;  and  oa 
their  account  great  commotions  frequently  happen, 
and  are  with  difficulty  appeafcd.  This  fpacious 
fquare  is  in  the  day  time  ufed  as  a  market  for  all 
kinds  of  provifions. 
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The  number  of  inhabitants  in  Tauris,  I  believe 
amounts  at  leaft  to  550^000  people,  befides  a  multi- 
tude of  Grangers  that  are  conftantly  there  from  all 
parts  of  Afia.  The  fineft  Perfian  turbans  are  made 
in  this  city,  and  I  have  been  affured  by  the  princi- 
pal merchants,  that  the  inhabitants  annually  manu- 
fadlure  6000  bales  of  filk.  The  commerce  of  this 
city  extends  not  only  ail  over  Perfia  ;  but  into  Turky, 
Ruilia,  Tartary,  the  Indies,  and  to  the  Black  Sea. 

Though  Tauris  is  fituated  only  in  the  38th  deg. 
of  north  latitude,  the  air  is  cold,  dry,  and  healthful. 
This  proceeds  from  its  being  expofed  to  the  north, 
and  from  the  tops  of  the  furrounding  mountains  be- 
ing covered  with  fnow  nine  months  in  the  year ; 
from  whence  the  wind  almoft  conftantly  blows  in 
the  evenings  and  the  mornings.  The  city  abounds 
with  all  the  necelTaries  and  luxuries  of  life ;  and  thefe 
are  extremely  cheap.  The  Cafpian  Sea,  which  is 
not  above  forty  leagues  diftant,  fupplies  it  with  fifh, 
which  are  alfo  found  in  the  river  Agi,  already  men- 
tioned. In  the  fummer  they  have  abundance  of  deer 
and  wild  fowls :  in  the  mountains  are  eagles,  which 
the  people  of  diftin6lion  bring  down  with  the  hawk. 
This  kind  of  fowling  is  very  curious  and  aftonilhing. 
All  kinds  of  fruit  are  in  the  greateft  plenty,  an4 
there  are  faid  to  be  above  fixty  forts  of  grapes  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  city,  in  fnort,  there  is  not 
any  part  of  Perfia  where  a  perfon  may  live  better, 
and  cheaper  than  at  Tauris. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city  are  large  quarries 
of  white  marble  ;  one  kind  of  which  is  tranfparent  : 
and  at  a  fmall  diftance  are  two  mines,  the  one  of 
gold,  and  the  other  of  fait:  the  gold  mine  has,  how- 
ever, been  long  negleded  ;  the  quantity  found  of 
that  valuable  metal  being  fo  fmall,  as  to  be  fcarcelj 
worth  the  labour  of  procuring  it. 

I  ftayed  at  Tauris  for  fome  time,  during  which  I 
fold  a  ninnber  of  jewels  to  the  governor  and  the  ion 
of  the  receiver  general  of  the  province,  for  which  I 
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received  a  thoufand  crowns  ;  but  they  would  not 
allow  me  to  get  any  thing  by  them  ;  the  firft  placed 
to  my  account  his  father's  intereft  with  the  Shah, 
and  the  other  that  of  his  brother's,  and  of  his  uncle 
Mirza  Sadec,  the  great  Chancellor,  forcing  me  to 
take  the  letters  of  recommendation  they  oftbred  me, 
as  a  recompence  for  giving  them  the  profit  I  ought 
to  have  made.  It  is  impofiibk  to  conceive  the  carclTes, 
the  flattery,  the  engaging  and  agreeable  behaviour 
ufed  by  the  great  in  Perfia  to  promote  their  own 
intereft,  even  in  affairs  of  the  fmalleft  moment,  ia 
■which  they  a61;  with  fuch  an  appearance  of  fincerity, 
that  a  perfon  ought  to  be  perFe<?tiy  acquainted  with 
the  genius  of  the  country  and  of  the  courts  to  pre- 
vent his  being  deceived  by  them. 

As  this  was  the  time  when  the  Curdcs,  the  Turku- 
mans,  and  other  nations  who  dwell  in  tents,  and 
are  moftly  robbers,  quit  the  plains,  on  account  of 
the  heat  of  the  km,  and  remove  with  their  flocks 
and  habitations  into  the  mountains,  in  fearch  of 
fliade  and  pafture,  we  were  advifed  for  the  greater 
fecurity  to  wait  for  company;  for  this  purpofe  I 
ftayed  till  the  28th  of  May,  and  then  fet  out  with 
the  provoft  of  the  merchants,  who  had  fourteen 
horfes  and  ten  valets. 

The  firft  night  we  lodged  at  Vafpinge,  a  town 
confifting  of  600  houfes.  Several  fine  rivulets  run 
with  a  ferpentine  ftream  on  ali  fides,  and  it  is  adorned 
with  many  gardens  and  plantations  of  poplar  and 
linden  trees,  that  are  raifed  for  the  ufe  of  building. 
The  next  day  we  proceeded  through  fertile  plains 
interfperfed  with  villages ;  oiu'  road  then  winded 
among  the  mountains,  and  again  opened  into  plains, 
and  after  croffing  feveral  rivers,  we  arrived  on  the 
fifth  of  June  at  the  city  of  Zengan,  fituated  in  a 
valley  between  the  mountains,  where  they  are  not 
above  half  a  league  diftantfrom  each  other. 

This  city  is  furrounded  with  gardens,  and  a  plea- 
fant  country,   b^t  on  the  iniide  it  is  only  remarkable 
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for  the  extent  of  its  ruins.  It  is  faid  to  have  been 
founded  feveral  centuries  before  the  birth  of  Chrift, 
and  that  it  once  contained  20,000  houfes.  It  was 
entirely  dcftroyed  by  Tamerlane  on  his  firft  coming 
to  it ;  but  he  afterwards  hearing  that  the  fciences 
had  long  flouriflied  there,  and  that  it  had  produced 
many  great  men,  caufed  it  to  be  in  part  rebuilt: 
fincc  that  time  it  has  been  frequently  facked  and 
plundered  by  the  Turks. 

On  the  6th  we  palled  through  the  molt  delightful 
country  I  ever  beheld,  the  way  was  even  and  ftraight, 
through  a  fine  plain,  watered  by  a  confiderable 
number  of  brooks  that  rendered  it  extremely  fertile  : 
ve  faw  fo  many  villages  that  we  could  fcarce  count 
them  ;  with  a  variety  of  gardens  and  groves,  through 
which  were  beautiful  avenues,  that  afforded  the 
iineft  landfcapes.  Having  proceeded  five  leagues 
through  thefe  pleafing  fcenes,  we  alighted  at  a  large 
caravanferai  within  a  cannon  fliot  of  Sultania. 

This  city,  which  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a  moun- 
tain, makes  a  fine  appearance  at  a  diftance;  but  on 
approaching  it,  the  beauties  we  admire  afar  off 
vanifh.  There  are,  however,  fome  public  edifices 
that  are  well  built,  and  about  3000  houfes.  The 
inhabitants  fay  that  this  city  formerly  extended  half  a 
league  farther  to  the  weft,  and  that  the  ruined  towers, 
churches,  and  mofques,  which  are  to  be  feen  at  a 
diftance,  were  in  the  heart  of  the  city.  This  is  not 
improbable,  as  the  Perfian  hiftorians  fay,  that  this 
was  once  the  capital,  and  the  largeft  city  in  the 
kingdom. 

The  next  day  we  travelled  through  plains  as  beau- 
tiful as  the  former,  and  on  the  8th  arrived  at  Ebher, 
a  confiderable  town  intermixed  with  gardens,  built 
on  the  banks  of  a  fraall  river  that  runs  through  the 
midft  of  it.  Its  fitucition  is  extremely  agreeable  ; 
the  air  is  good,  and  the  foil  produces  abundance  of 
fruit,  and  all  the  necelFaries  of  life. 
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Leaving  Calbin  or  Cafwin  to  the  right,  we  pro- 
ceeded on  our  journey  towards  Ifpahan.  We  had 
for  fome  time  fet  out  an  hour  or  two  before  fun-fet, 
and  completed  a  journey  of  five  or  fix  leagues  by 
about  midnight.  People  in  the  eaft  generally  travel 
in  this  manner  during  the  fummer,  to  fecure  them- 
felves  from  the  heat  of  the  fun  which  is  very  fatigu- 
ing both  to  man  and  beaft.  In  the  night  they 
travel  with  greater  fpeed.  The  fervants  from  time 
to  time  proceed  on  foot,  and  the  mafters  themfelves 
are  glad  to  walk  a  little  to  prevent  their  being  feized 
with  fleep,  and  to  keep  themfelves  warm,  which 
eafes  the  horfes.  On  their  arrival  they  go  to  bed, 
-and  gain  in  the  day  the  Deep  they  loft  in  the  night. 
Another  advantage  of  travelling  in  the  night  is, 
that  the  beafts  of  burthen  takes  their  reft  all  the 
time  when  they  would  be  incommoded  by  the  heat 
of  the  fun  and  the  flies.  Befides,  what  is  wanted 
both  for  man  and  beaft  may.  be  more  eafily  provided 
during  the  day. 

On  the  13th,  two  hours  before  day  we  arrived  at 
Sava,  a  city  iituated  in  a  fandy  and  ftony  plain, 
and  took  up  our  lodgings  in  the  fuburbs  near  the 
highway.  The  city  is  two  miles  round,  and  en- 
compafled  with  a  wall  ;  but  it  is  thinly  peopled,  and 
the  houfes  in  the  fuburbs  are  ruinous  for  want  of 
inhabitants :  the  walls  alfo  are  but  ill  preferved. 
However,  the  remains  of  fome  grand  edifices  (hew 
that  it  was  once  a  place  of  importance.  The  hif- 
tories  of  Perfia  agree  that  the  whole  plain  of  Sava 
was  formerly  a  morafs  or  fait  lake,  like  that  called 
the  Sea  of  Salt,  which  lies  twenty  leagues  to  the  weft 
of  this  city,  and  is  croffed  by  a  caufeway  extending 
thirty  leagues,  in  going  from  Ifpahan  into  Hyr- 
cania. 

Oppofite  Sava  to  the  weft,  is  a  tomb  rendered 
famous  by  the  Perlians  going  in  pilgrimage  to  it, 
this  is  called  Echmoul,  or  Samuel ;  from  the  opinion 
that   this   prophet  was  interred  there.     They  have 
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built  over  his  tomb  a  fine  niaufoleum  in  the  middll^ 
of  a  magnificent  mofque. 

At  the  diftance  of  nine  leagues  to  the  eaft  of  the 
city,  are  fome  ruins  of  the  ancient  city  of  Rey,  once 
the  largeft  in  all  Afia.  The  Periian  geographers 
lay,  that  in  the  ninth  century  it  was  divided  into 
ninety-fix  quarters,  each  of  which  had  forty  i\x 
ftreets,  400  houfes,  and  ten  mofques :  that  the  city 
alfo  contained  4600  colleges,  16600  baths,  15000 
minarets  belonging  to  mofques,  12000  mills,  1700 
canals,  and  13,000  caravanferais.  The  Arabian 
authors  reprcfent  it  as  the  moft  populous  city  in 
Afia,  and  that  except  Babylon,  no  city  ever  exceed- 
ed it  in  wealth,  and  the  number  of  inhabitants. 
Hence  it  obtained  the  pompous  titles  given  it  in 
hiftory,  as  the  Spoufe  of  the  World  ;  the  Gate  of 
the  Gates  of  the  earth;  and  the  Market  of  the  Uni- 
verfe.  This  city  was  fituated  in  35°.  ^^\  north 
latitude. 

On  the  13th  we  proceeded  to  Kom,  a  large  city 
fituated  along  the  bank  of  a  river.  It  has  alfo 
feveral  handfome  caravanferais,  and  fine  mofques, 
the  moft  beautiful  of  thefe  laft,  is  that  in  which 
are  interred  the  princefs  Fatima,  Mahomet's  daugh- 
ter, and  the  two  laft  kings  of  Perfia,  The  ftru6ture 
of  this  mofque  is  beautiful,  and  its  ornaments  ex- 
tremely fumptuous.  The  accefs  is  through  four 
large  and  (lately  courts  ;  the  firft  of  which  is  a  hand- 
fome garden,  and  the  laft  is  paved  with  tranfparent 
marble,  and  furrounded  with  neat  lodgings  for  the 
prieils.  The  door  to  each  maufoleum  is  })iated  with 
filver,  and  the  tombs  are  furrounded  with  grates  of 
the  fame  metal.  Nothing  can  be  imagined  richer, 
neater  and  more  magnirtcent  than  thefe  maufolea. 
To  that  of  Fatima  the  Perfians  give  the  name  of 
Mafllima,  or  pure,  and  hold  it  in  great  veneration. 
There  is  a  revenue  of  32*0  tomans  belonging  to  the 
place. 
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We  left  Kom,  on  the  fixteenth,  and  three  days 
after  arrived  at  Cafan,  a  large  town,  the  houfes  of 
which  are  built  of  earth  and  brick.  It  has  feveral 
caravanferais,  one  of  which  was  built  by  Shah  Abas, 
and  is  efteemed  the  fineft  in  all  Perfia.  On  the 
infide  are  four  noble  fronts  furrounding  a  fquare 
court,  with  an  arcade  both  above  and  below  ;  that 
above  being  fecured  by  a  baluftrade.  The  entrance 
is  under  a  high  and  magnificent  portico,  which  as 
well  as  the  reft  of  the  building,  is  adorned  with 
Mofaic  Vv'ork.  In  the  middle  of  the  court  is  a  refer- 
voir  of  water,  raifed  about  five  feet  high. 

On  the  24th  we  left  Cafan,  and  on  the  29th  arriv- 
ed at  Ifpahan,  the  metropolis  of  Ferfia,  and  one  of 
thq  largeft  cities  in  the  world  ;  for  including  the 
fuburbs,  it  is  not  lefs  than  twenty-four  miles  in 
circumference.  Some  perfons  compute  the  number 
of  the  inhabitants  at  1,000,000,  but  thofe  who  make 
the  moft  moderate  computation  fuppofe  they  amount 
to  only  600,000,  and  the  number  of  houfes  were  at 
this  time  faid  to  amount  to  about  29,460,  without 
including  the  palaces,  mofques,  public  baths,  bazars, 
and  caravanferais.  The  city  appears  as  well  peopled 
as  London,  which  is  the  moil  populous  city  in  Eu- 
rope.^ It  is  built  on  the  banks  of  the  Zenderoud, 
over  which  are  three  fine  bridges,  one  near  the 
middle  of  the  city,  and  one  at  each  end.  The  v-^alU 
of  Ilpahan  are  about  20,000  paces  round  ;  they  are 
only  built  with  earth,  and  are  fo  hid  by  the  houfes 
and  gardens,  both  on  the  infide  and  without,  that 
in  many  places  they  cannot  be  feen.  The  city  is  alio 
defended  by  a  ditch  and  a  caflle.' 

This  beauty  of  Ifpahan  particularly  confifis  in  the 
great  number  of  its  magnificent  palaces,  handfome 
houfes,  large  caravanferais,  beautiful  bazars,  and  in 
its  canals,  and  fpacious  ftreets,  the  lides  of  which  are 

*  Ifpahan  is   at  prefent  thinly  peopled,  and  the  greateft  part  of 
the  houfes  in  ruins. 
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adorned  with  rows  of  lofty  plane-trees:  but  the  other 
ilreets  are  generally  narrow  and  crooked.  The  worft 
is  they  are  not  paved  ;  but  as,  on  the  one  hand,  the 
air  is  very  dry,  and  on  the  other  the  people  water 
the  ftreet  before  their  houfes  morning  and  evening, 
they  are  neither  fo  dirty  nor  fo  dufty  as  might  be  ex- 
pe6ted.  They  have  three  other  confiderable  incon- 
veniences. One,  that  the  ilreets  being  over  vaults 
made  for  the  paOTage  of  the  canals  which  run  under 
them,  they  fometimes  fall  in  and  endanger  the  lives 
of  the  palFengcrs.  Another  is,  there  being  wells  in 
the  ftreets,  the  fides  of  which  are  even  with  the  earth, 
by  which  the  pafTengers  are  expofed  to  the  fame  dan- 
ger, if  thpy  do  not  take  lufficient  care.  The  third 
inconvenience  is  a  very  difagreeable  one,  which  is, 
that  under  the  walls  of  the  houfes  are  large  holes  for 
receiving  all  the  filth,  and  fometimes  ferving  as 
common  hog-houfes.  The  ilreets,  however,  do  not 
fiink  as  might  be  imagined  ;  which  is  in  part  owing 
to  the  drynefs  of  the  air,  andalfo  to  theie  pits  being 
emptied  every  day  by  the  peafants,  who  bring  fruit 
and  other  provifions  to  the  city,  and  load  their  cattle 
with  the  ordure,  which  they  carry  away  to  manure 
their  gardens. 

The  city  on  every  fide  appears  at  a  diftance  like  a 
wood  intermixed  with  large  and  lofty  domes  and 
minarets. 

On  the  2d  of  February,  1674,  having  fold  great 
part  of  my  jewels,  1  left  Ifpahan,  and  proceeded  to 
Mayar,  a  village  coniiiling  of  300  houfes,  iituated 
between  two  mountains,  and  extending  from  the  one 
to  the  other,  fo  that  it  is  impoliible  to  pafs  between 
them,  without  going  through  it.  The  country  about 
it  is  however  dry  and  barren,  without  trees  or  the 
ieaft  verdure,  owing  to  the  fcarcity  of  the  water, 
though  the  inhabitants  have  enough  to  fupply  their 
gardens. 

On  [eaving  this  place  the  next  day,  the  valleys  ex- 
tended  three  leagues  together  between  the  mountain. 
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Then  turning  to  the  right,  we  entered  a  beautiful 
plain  of  vaft  extent,  which  I  have  had  the  pleafure 
of  crofling  feveral  times,  and  iiave  found  that  from 
the  middle  of  March  to  the  middle  of  November  it 
is  covered  with  flowers,  flocks,  grain,  and  fruit. 
We  ft  opt  at  Comicha,  orKomminsja,  a  town  three 
miles  round,  but  full  of  gardens,  and  thinly  inha- 
bited. The  fineft  buildings  here  are  the  dove  cotes, 
which  reprefent  lofty  round  towers.  It  is  thought 
that  this  place  is  the  Orebatis  of  Ptolemy.  Within 
a  cannon -ftiot  from  the  fide  of  the  town  next  Ifpa- 
han,  is  the  tomb  of  a  Periian  faint,  covered  with  a 
dome.  In  a  court  before  it  are  two  refevoirs  of  wa- 
ter at  twenty  paces  from  each  other.  They  are  fur- 
niflied  with  fifh,  feme  of  which  have  rings  of  braft, 
filver  or  gold  in  their  nofes.  The  filh  of  one  of  thefe 
bafons  are  held  fo  facred,  that  the  people  imagine 
that  if  any  one  prefumes  to  touch  them,  he  will  im- 
mediately drop  down  dead. 

The  two  following  days  we  proceeded  through  a 
fine  country,  interfperfed  with  rivulets  and  villages, 
and  having  palFed  through  Anamabaet,  a  large  town, 
which  is  faid  to  have  feparated  Perlia  from  Parthia, 
took  up  our  lodgings  at  a  town  named  Yes-de-cas, 
or  Jefdegaes,  feated  on  the  lide  of  a  mountain,  with 
a  large  valley  before  it.  The  houfes  rife  from  this 
valley  one  above  the  other,  affording  a  fine  profpe^ 
at  a  diftance.  On  the  top  of  a  round  eminence  in 
the  midft  of  a  valley  is  a  caftle  built  of  earth  ;  and 
oppofite  to  it  is  a  large  caravanferai.  The  iiihabtants 
of  this  town  eat  the  be  ft  bread  in  all  Pei-fia. 

The  next  day  I  was  twelve  hours  on  horfeback,  in 
proceeding  eight  leagues,  on  account  of  the  fnow, 
and  the  ruggednefs  of  a  mountain  over  which  we 
were  obliged  to  pafs  ;  though  my  baggage  was  car- 
ried by  four  vigorous  mules,  and  I  myfcif  was  well 
mounted.  I  afterwards  palled  throiigh  pleafant 
plains,  and  at  length  arrived  on  tlu  13th  at  the  ruins 
of  the  ancient  Pcrfepolis. 
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At  a  diftance  thefe  magnificent  remains  appear  as 
in  a  kind  of  amphitheatre,  the  mountains  forming 
a  half  moon  as  if  to  embrace  them.  They  are  feated 
in  a  fine  pl'ain  that  extends  two  leagues  in  breadth 
from  fouth-weft  to  north -eaft  ;  and  near  forty  leagues 
in  length  from  north-weft  to  fouth-eaft.  This  plain, 
is  ufually  called  Mardasjo,  and  the  inhabitants  pre- 
tend, that  it  contains  88i  villages,  and  about  1500 
•within  the  diftance  of  twelve  leagues  around  the 
ruins,  including  the  villages  feated  among  the 
mountains  ;  fome  of  which  are  adorned  with  beau- 
tiful gardens.  The  greateft  part  cf  this  plain  is  in 
the  winter  feafon,  floated  with  water,  which  is  a  very 
advantageous  circumftance  with  refpe<5t  to  the  rice 
that  grows  there  at  that  time.  The  foil  of  this  agree- 
able plain  is  mod ly-4:on verted  into  arable  lands,  and 
•watered  viith  a  number  of  ftreams  that  render  it  ex- 
ceeding fertile.  It  abounds  with  many  forts  of  birds, 
and  more  particularly  with  cranes,  pigeons,  quails, 
fnipes,  partridges,  hawks,  and  vaft  flights  of  crows, 
which  are  very  numerous  throughout  all  Perfia. 

The  ancient  palace  of  the  kings  of  Perfia,  ufually 
called  the  houfe  of  Darius,  and  by  the  inhabitants 
Chel-menar,  or  Chil-minar,  which  fignifies  the  forty 
pillars,  is  fituated  to  the  weit  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain of  Kulierag-netj  or  Compaflfion,  anciently  cal- 
led the  royal  mountain,  which  is  entirely  cornpofed 
of  freeftone.  That  firperb  edifice  has  the  walls  of 
three  of  its  fides  ftill  ftanding.  The  front  extends 
600  paces  from  north  to  fouth,  and  390  from  eaft  to 
weft,  as  far  as  the  mountaiii,  where  an  afcent  is 
formed  between  fome  fcattered  rocks.  Beyond  which 
there  appears  to  have  been  formerly  fome  other  build- 
ings, the  rocks  appearing  in  fome  places  finely 
fmoothed  and  polifticd. 

Thetop  of  this  edifice  prefents  to  the  viev/  a  plat- 
form of  400  paces,  extending  from  the  middle  of  the 
front   wall,  to  tbr^  mountain  ;  and  along  three  fides 
of  this  wall  is  carried  on  a  pavement  of  two  ftones 
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joined  together,  eight  feet  broad.  With  rcfpcdl  to 
the  height  at'  the  wall,  it  is  in  forae  places  24  teet  ; 
but  it  is  not  every  where  fo  high,  in  feme  places  the 
earth  about  it  is  railed,  and  in  others  the  wall  itfelf 
has  (unk.  On  examining  the  previous  remains,  we 
muft  proceed  as  we  do  in  exan)ming  thofe  celebrated 
beauties,  \^ho^lage  or  lieknelshas  brought  low,  that 
is,  from  the  traces  of  beauty  we  iee,  lorm  an  idea  of 
what  they  were.  The  lh>nes  of  the  wall  are  black, 
harder  than  marble,  Tome  of  them  finely  polilhed, 
and  many  of  them  of  fuch  an  amazing  lize,  that  it 
is  difficult  to  conceive  how  they  were  able  to  remove 
and  raifefiich  prodigious  malles. 

The  princi})al  ftaircafe  is  placed  between  the  mid- 
dle of  the  front,  and  the  northern  end  of  the  edifice. 
It  confills  of  two  flights  of  ileps  that  wind  oiF  from 
each  other  to  the  diltance  of  42  feet  at  the  bottom. 
Thefe  Heps  are  only  four  inches  high  and  fourteen  in 
breadth.  They  are  the  molt  commodious  (fays  M. 
Le  Bruyn)  I  ever  favv,  except  thofe  of  the  viceroy's 
palace  at  Naples:  wliich  are,  however,  in  my  opi- 
nion, fomewhat  higher.  There  are  5^  of  thefe  fteps 
on  the  northern  fide,  and  53  to  the  fouth  ;  but  thefa 
laft  are  not  fo  entire  as  the  others.  I  am  likewife 
perfuadcd  that  there  are  feveral  others  underground, 
that  have  been  covered  over  by  length  of  time,  as 
\veli  as  part  of  the  wall,  which  rifes  44  feet  i  r  inches 
high  in  the  front.  At  the  bottom  of  thefe  two 
flights  of  ileps,  is  a  fingie  flight,  extending  51  feet 
four  inches  from. one  to  the  other,  from  thence  the 
two  flights  are  carried  ofY  from  each  other,  and  re- 
turn back  from  the  center  at  an  equal  dillance  from 
the  extreme  parts  of  the  top  ;  and  above  thefe  flights 
is  a  pavement  of  large  Hones,  and  another  fingie 
flight  of  fteps  75  feet  in  width,  anfwering  to  that  of 
the  bottom,  and  leading  up  to  the  grand  entrance  of 
the  edifice.  This  flaircafe  has  a  very  fine  and  lingu- 
lar efTect,  anuverable  to  the  magnificent  remains  of 
the  reft  of  the  building. 

VOL.    VI.  M 
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On  afcending  the  upper  fteps,  the  fpe6lator  fees 
before  him,  at  the  diftance  of  42  feet  from  the  front 
■wall  of  the  ftaircafe,  two  grand  portals,  and  as  many 
columns.  Thefe  portals  are  twenty  two  feet  four 
inches  in  depth,  and  thirteen  feet  four  inches  in 
breadth.  On  the  iniide  upon  a  kind  of  pilafter  on 
each  hand  is  a  large  figure  in  balTo  relievo,  they  bear 
fome  refemblance  to  the  fphynx,  and  are  twenty-two 
feet  from  the  fore  to  the  hinder  legs,  and  fourteen 
feet  and  a  half  high.  The  faces  of  thefe  animals  are 
broken  off,  and  their  bodies  much  damaged  ;  but 
what  is  mod  extraordinary,  the  breaft  and  fore  feet 
projeft  from  the  pilafter.  Thofe  of  the  firft  portal 
are  turned  towards  the  ftaircafe,  and  thofe  of  the 
fecond,  each  of  which  has  wings,  face  the  mountain. 

On  the  upper  part  of  thefe  pilafters  are  characters, 
which,  from  their  fmalinefs  and  elevation,  it  is  im- 
poflible  to  diftinguifli.  The  height  of  the  firft  portal 
is  ^g  feet,  and  that  of  the  fecond  28  ;  the  pilaflers 
Itand  on  a  bafe  five  feet  two  inches  in  height. 

The  two  Golomns  that  appear  between  the  portals 
are  the  leaft  damaged  of  all,  particularly  with  refpe^l 
to  their  capitals,  and  the  other  ornaments  of  the 
tipper  paits;  but  the  bafes  are  entirely  covered  over 
with  earth.  They  are  14  feet  in  circumference,  and. 
rife  to  the  height  of  54  feet.  There  were  formerly 
two  others  between  this  and  the  laft  portal,  feveral 
pieces  of  which  iig  half  buried  in  the  ground. 

At  the  diftance  of  52  feet  fouth  of  the  fame  portal 
is  a  large  bafon  for  water,  cut  out  of  a  fingle  ftone 
20  feet  long,  and  17  feet  five  inches  in  breadth,  and 
raifed  three  feet  and  a  half  above  the  furface  of  the 
floor.  From  this  bafon  to  the  northern  wall  is  aa 
extent  of  ground  comprehending  1 50  paces  in  length, 
in  which  nothing  is  to  be  ken  but  the  fragments  of 
large  ftones,  and  part  of  the  fliaft  of  a  column  that 
is  not  fluted  like  the  reft,  and  is  twenty  feet  in  cir- 
cumference.    Beyond  this  tra^  of -ground^  and  as 
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far  as  the  mountain,  the  earth  is  covered  with  heaps 
oi'  llones. 

Proceeding  fouthward  from  the  portals  already 
defcribed,  you  fee  two  other  fiightsof'fieps  refembling 
the  fornier,  the  one  to  theeaftj  and  the  other  to  the 
"weli  On  the  upper  part  the  wall  is  embelliflied  w:th 
foliage,  and  the  reprelentation  of  a  lion  rending  a 
bull  in  badb  relievo,  much  larger  than  the  lite. 
There  are  alio  fniali  figures  on  the  middle  wall.  This 
ftaircafe  is  half  buried  under  the  earth. 

From  hence  extends  a  wall  forty- five  feet  in 
length,  beyond  the  lower  part  of  the  ftaircafe,  and 
then  is  an  interval  of  fixty-feven  feet,  extending  to 
the  weftern  front,  which  correfponds  with  the  other, 
and  iias  three  ranges  of  figures  one  over  the  other, 
with  a  lion  tearing  an  afs  that  has  a  horn  projecting 
from  the  forehead;  and  bet\A,een  thefe  animals  antj. 
rows  of  figures  is  a  fquare  filled  with  antique  charac- 
ters, the  uppermoft  of  which  are  defaced.  The 
figures  are  lefs  damaged  in  that  part  of  tiie  itrufture, 
where  the  ground  is  lower :  but  the  wall  which  ex- 
tends from  the  fiaircafe  to  the  weftern  front,  has 
not  any  figures.  On  the  other  (ide  the  ftairs  are  three 
ranges  of  I'mall  figures  ;  but  thofe  in  the  upper  row 
are  only  viiible  from  the  waift  downwards.  Thefe 
figures  are  only  two  feet  nine  inches  high,  and  the 
wall  which  is  five  feet  three  inches  in  height,  has  aii 
extent  of  ninety-eight  feet. 

On  the  top  of  the  fl:eps  laft  defcribed,is  an  entrance 
into  an  open  place  paved  with  large  (tones,  whofe 
breadth  is  equal  to  the  diftance  from  the  ftaircafe  to 
the  firft  columns,  which  comprehends  the  fpace  of 
twenty-two  fret  two  inches.  Theie  columns  are 
difpofed  into  two  ranges,  each  of  which  confifts  of 
fix  pillars,  but  none  of  them  are  intire  ;  there  are 
alfo  eight  bafes  or  pedeftals,  and  the  ruins  ot  fome 
others.  At  the  diftance  of  feventy  feet  eight  inches, 
were  formerly  fix  rows  of  other  pillars,  each  row 
,confifting  of  fix:  thefe  thirty-fix  pillars  were  like- 
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wife  twenty  two  teet  two  inches  diftant  IVom  each 
other  ;  but  only  feven  ot  them  are  now  entire  ;  how- 
ever, all  the  bales  Oi'  the  others  are  ftanding. 

At  the  diilance  of  ieventy  feet  eight  inches  from 
theferows  of  columns  on  the  weit,  towards  the  front 
of  the  ftaircaibj  were  only  twelve  othei  columns  in 
tVv'o  ranges,  each  of  which  contained  fix,  but  only 
five  are  now  remaining.  The  gi-ound  is  there  covered 
■with  the  fragments  of  columns,  and  the  oinanients 
that  ferved  for  their  capitals;  between  which  are 
pieces  of  fculpture  repreft-nting  cunels  on  their 
knees.  On  the  top  of  one  of  the  columns  is  a  com- 
partment reprefenting  camels  in  that  poilure. 

On  advancing  towards  the  eaft,  you  are  j^refented 
with  a  view  of  feverai  ruins,  confiliing  of  portals, 
paii'jges  and  windows.  The  infide  of  the  portals 
are  adorned  with  figures  in  bafs  relief.  Thele  ruins 
extend  ninety  paces  from  call  to  weft,  and  iz^  from 
north  to  foulh,  and  are  lixty  paces  both  from  the 
columns  and  the  mountains.  In  the  middle  of  thefe 
ruins  the  earth  is  covered  withfeventy  fix  broken  co- 
lumns ;  nineteen  of  which  ftill  fupport  their  entabla- 
ture, their  {hafts  are  foruied  of  lour  pieces,  belldes 
the  bafe  and  capital. 

At  the  diftance  of  ii8  feet  from  thefe  columns  to 
the  fouth,  is  an  edince  that  nibs  higher  than  any 
other  part  of  the  ruins,  from  its  being  fituated  on  a 
hill.  The  front  wall,  which  is  five  feet  feven  inches 
high  on  that  fide,  is  compofed  of  a  fingie  range  of 
fiones,  fome  of  which  are  eight  feet  deep  ;  and  the 
wall  extends  113  feet  from  eafi  to  weft,  but  has  nei- 
ther figures  nor  any  other  ornaments.  However,  in 
the  middle  of  the  front  are  the  ruins  of  a  double 
fiaircafe,  on  the  fides  of  vvhich  are  feverai  figures;. 
The  reft  of  the  building  was  'chiefly  convpofd  of 
large  and  frail  })orta!s,  a]id  is  entirely  deflroyed. 
The  largefi  of  thefe  portals  is  five  feet  wide,  and  five 
feet  two  inches  deep.  Among  the  refi,  two  })ortals 
appear  to  the  north,  with  three  niches  or  v»indow& 
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walled  up.  Under  thefe  portals  are  the  figures  of  a 
mail,  and  two  women,  down  to  tlie  knees,  lor  their 
legs  are  covered  with  the  earth  that  is  raifed  againlt 
them,.  Under  the  other  gate  is  the  figure  of  a  man 
holding  a  lion  by  the  mane.  To  the  Ibuth  is  a  por- 
tal and  four  open  windows,  each  of  which  is  five  ieet 
nine  inches  wide,  and  eleven  in  height,  including  the 
cornice;  their  depth  is  equal  to  that  of  the  grand 
])ortais.  The  two  iides  of  this  gate  are  carved  with 
the  figure  of  a  man,  with  fomettuiig  on  his  head  re- 
fembhng  a  tiara.  He  is  accompanied  by  t^o  women, 
one  of  whom  holds  an  umbreihi  over  his  head.  On 
the  infide,  three  niches  are  covered  with  ancient  Per- 
iian  charadfcrs. 

There  are  two  other  gates  to  the  weft  that  are 
not  covered  ;  witliin  one  of  thefe  is  the  figure  of  a 
man  fighting  a  bull  ;  with  his  left  hand  he  grafps 
a  horn  in  his  forehead,  while  with  his  right  he 
])iunges  a  dagger  into  his  belly.  On  the  other  fide 
the  figure,  another  man  clafps  the  horn  with  his 
]-ight  hand,  and  ftabs  the  beall  with  iiis  left,  llie 
fecond  portal  has  the  figure  of  a  man  carved  in  the 
fame  manner  with  a  winged  deer,  that  has  a  horn 
in  his  forehead.  Horns  were  anciently  the  emblems 
of  ftrength  and  majeily  ;  they  were  therefore  given 
to  the  fun  and  moon  ;  and  Alexander  was  called  by 
th.e  Orientals,  Dluilkarnam,  or  the  horned,  becaufe 
he  made  himfelf  king  of  ttie  horns  of  the  fun,  thai  is 
of  thecalt  and  tlie  welt. 

Behind  this  edifice  are  the  ruins  of  another,  which 
exceed  it  in  length  by  thirty-eight  feet.  It  has  alfb 
niches  and  windows,  the  Ibrmei'  of  which  are  cut 
out  of  lingle  ftones.  A  little  to  the  ibuth  is  a  (ioiible 
flight  of  f^eps,  leparated  by  walls  cmbelliihed  with 
fmall  fipures  and  foliaffe. 

Farther  to  the  Ibuth,  are  fubterraneoiis  pafl^iges/ 
into  which  none  of  the  natives  of  tb,e  country  oaie 
to  enter,  though  thev  are  faid  to  contain  prcat 
treafures;  this  is  owing  to  a  general  periuafion,  that 
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all  the  lights  carried  into  tnefe  places  will  go  out  of 
themfelves.  1  his  opinion  did  not  however  intimi- 
date either  Sir  John  Chardin  or  Mr.  Le  Bruyn  ; 
they  both  examined  them  with  the  utmoft  care,  and 
proceeded  with  lights  through  thele  uaiikges,  till 
they  ended  in  a  narrow  tr.ick,  which  extended  a 
great  length,  and  appeared  to  have  been  originc-Jiy 
contrived  for  an  aqueduct  ;  but  its  llraitnefs  rendered 
it  impoffible  to  be  paffed. 

Still  [arther  to  the  Ibuth  are  the  remains  ot'anolher 
edifice,  which  extend  160  feet  from  north  to  fouth, 
and  191  from  weft  to  eau.  Ten  portals  belong ing 
to  it  are  ftill  to  be  ieen,  together  with  leven  windows 
and  forty  enclolures,  that  were  formerly  covered 
rooms  In  the  middle  are  the  bafes  or  thirty  fix 
columns  in  fix  ranges,  and  the  ground  is  covered 
wi  h  large  itories,   under  which  \vere  aquedu<5ts. 

There  anciently  ftood  an(;ther  ftru(51:uie  to  the 
"weftward  of  the  laft  mentioned  building.  On  the 
ruins  of  the  wall,  which  ftill  riles  near  two  feet 
above  the  pavement,  are  cut  the  "^^gures  of  men  in 
bailb  relievo,  each  reprefented  with  a  lance.  The 
ground  eijclofed  by  this  wail  contains  a  number  of 
round  flones  that  were  the  bafes  of  columns. 

On  theeaft  fide  of  thefe  laft  ruins  are  the  remains 
of  a  beautiful  ftaircafe,  lixty  feet  in  length,  re- 
lembling  that  of  the  front  wall  ;  but  though  mpft 
of  the  Heps  are  deftroyed  by  time,  the  wall  that 
feparates  the  tuo  flights  is  ftill  eight  feet  in  height, 
and  adorned  vvith  figures  almoft  as  big  as  the  life. 
The  front  contains  the  reprefentation  of  a  Won 
encountering  a  bull  :  there  are  alfo  lions  of  the 
fame  workmanlhip  on  the  wings  of  the  ftaircafe  ; 
both  of  them  accompanied  with  characters  and 
figures  almoft  as  big  as  the  life.  Columns  were 
formerly  difpofed  between  this  edifice  and  the  other 
laft  mentioned.  Among  thefe  ruins  are  four  portals 
each  adorned  on  the  infide  with  the  figure  of  a  man. 
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and  two    women    holding    vin    umbrella   over   his 
head. 

A  little  to  the  north  of  the  thefe  two  laft  edifices 
are  two  portals  with  their  piiafters,  on  one  of  which 
is  a  lb  tiie  figure  or"  a  man  and  two  women,  one  of 
whom  holds  an  umbrella  over  his  head.  Above 
thefe  women  is  a  fmall  figure  with  wings,  which  are 
expanded  to  the  fides  of  the  portico.  The  lower 
part  of  the  buft  of  this  figure  feems  to  terminate  on 
the  two  tides  with  a  fpread  of  foliage,  and  a  kind 
of  frieze.  Over  the  fecond  figure  a  man  is  feated 
in  a  chair  with  a  ftafF  in  his  hand,  and  another 
Hands  behind  him,  with  his  right  hand  upon  the 
chair.  A  fmall  figure  above  holds  a  circle  in  its  left 
hand,  and  points  to  Ibmething  in  his  right.  Under 
this  portal  are  three  ranges  of  figures,  all  of  whicli 
have  their  hands  lifted  up,  and  over  the  third  pilai- 
ter,  which  ftill  remains,  two  women  hold  an  umbrella 
over  the  head  of  a  man.  The  earth  is  alfo  covered 
with   fragments  of  columns  and  other  antiquities. 

From  hence  you  proceed  to  the  lail  ruins  of  the 
flru<5tures  on  the  mountain.  On  the  fouth  fide  are 
two  portals,  under  each  of  which  a  man  is  feated  ia 
a  chair,  with  a  ftaff  in  his  right  hand,  and  in  his 
left  a  kind  of  vafe.  Behind  him  is  another  figure, 
which  holds  fomething  on  his  head  like  the  tail  of 
a  fea-horfe,  and  has  a  linen  cloth  in  his  righthand. 
Below  are  three  rows  of  figures  with  lifted  hands  j 
four  in  the  tirlt  and  five  in  each  of  the  other  two 
rows.  They  are  three  feet  four  inches  high  :  but 
the  feated  fig-are  is  much  lander  than  the  life.  Above 
this  are  feveral  ornamental  ranges  of  foliage,  the 
loweit  of  wluch  is  intermixed  with  fmall  lions,  and 
the  higheft  with  oxen.  Over  thefe  ornaments  is  a 
little  winged  figure,  which  holds  in  his  left  hand 
fomething  that  refcmblcs  a  fmall  glafs,  and  makes  a 
fignal  with  its  right.  Thefe  portals  are  twelve  feet 
five  inches  in  breadthj  and  ten  feet  four  inches  deep, 
iind  the  highefl  of  the  pilaltcrs  is  from  twenty-eight 
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to  thirty  feet.  On  the  two  towards  the  north  a 
ninn  is  feated,  with  a  pcrfon  behind  him,  hke  the 
preceding  figure^,  and  behind  this  are  two  other 
men  holding  iii  their  hands  fomething  that  is  broken; 
before  the  tigure  rcprefented  lifting,  are  two  other 
figures,  one  with  his  hands  placed  on  his  lips  with 
an  air  of  falutation,  and  the  other  holding  a  fmall 
veird-  Above  thefe  figures  is  a  flone  filled  with 
ornaments,  and  below  are  five  ranges  of  figures, 
three  feet  in  height:  thefe  are  a  band  of  foidiers 
arn>ed  in  dillerent  manners.  From  the  foot  of  theie 
niountainsyou  have  a  full  view  of  all  the  ruins,  ex- 
cept the  wails  and  ftair  caies  that  cannot  here  be 
feen. 

No  other  difierence  is  obPervable  in  the  columns, 
except  that  fonie  of  them  have  capitals  and  others 
have  not;  with  refpe(5t  to  the  elevation  of  thofe  that 
are  perfe6t,  they  are  all  fiom  70  to  72  feet  high_,  and 
are  18  feet  five  inches  in  circumference,  except  thofe 
near  the  firft  portals.  The  bafes  are  round,  and  24 
feet  five  inches  in  circumference  ;  thefe  are  four  feet 
three  inches  high,  and  the  lower  moulding  is  one  foot 
five  inches  thick.  They  have  three  forts  of  ornaments^ 
which  may  be  termed  capitals. 

Befides  the  bailb  relievos  already  mentioned,  there 
are  many  others,  particularly  the  reprcfentation  of 
a  trium|)h,  ora  procefiion  of  people  bearing  prefents 
to  a  king,  confiding  of  a  great  number  of  figures, 
■with  fome  led  horfes,  an  empty  chariot,  a  lea  camel, 
&c.  The  drapery  of  all  the  human  figures  in  this 
edifice  is  extremely  fmgular,  and  has  no  relation  to 
that  of  the  ancient  Greeks  and  Romans.  Theirmi- 
litary  habits  are  agreeable  to  the  mode  of  the  Per- 
fians  and  Medes.  The  rules  of  art  are  not  obferved 
in  the  figures,  fince  no  mufcles  are  vifible  in  the  na- 
ked parts,  and  the  figures  themfelves  have  a  heavy 
air  :  nothing  has  been  obferved  but  the  outlines, 
and  this  neglect  caufes  tiiem  to  appear  ilifF  and  in- 
elegant :    the  draperies  have  alfo  the  fiime  defed^?;. 
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and  the  whole  has  a  taftelefs  famenefs.  However, 
the  proportions  have  been  finely  kept,  both  in  the 
great  and  fmall  figures,  which  proves  that  thofe  who 
made  them  were  not  entirely  deltitute  of  capacity, 
but  were  probably  obliged  to  be  too  expeditious  to 
linifh  them  with  proper  care.  The  ornaments  muft, 
however,  be  acknowledged  to  be  exceeding  beautiful, 
as  well  as  the  chairs  in  which  fome  figures  are  feated, 
notwithftanding  their  being  now  much  impaired.  It 
is  therefore  probable  that  there  might  be  formerly 
fome  fine  fragments  that  have  been  fince  deftroyed. 
Befides,  the  generality  of  the  ftones  are  polilhed  like 
a  mJrrour,  particularly  thofe  within  the  portals,  and 
that  corapofe  the  windows  and  pavements.  Thefe 
are  of  different  colours,  as  yellow,  white,  grey,  red, 
deep  blue,  and  in  fome  places  black  ;  but  the  fiones 
of  the  greateft  part  of  the  edifice  are  of  a  clear  blue. 

Indeed  every  thing  correfponds  with  the  grandeur 
and  magnificence  of  a  great  king's  palace,  to  which 
the  images  and  relievos  give  a  furprifing  air  of  ma- 
jefty.  It  is  certain  there  have  been  very  ftately  por- 
tals and  grand  galleries  to  afibrd  a  communication 
with  all  the  detached  parts  of  the  ftruflure  ;  moil 
of  the  columns  whofe  remains  are  fl;ill  fo  beautiful, 
were  evidently  intended  to  fupport  thofe  galleries, 
and  there  even  feem  to  be  ftill  fome  remains  of  the 
royal  apartments.  In  a  word,  the  miagnificence  of 
thefe  ruins  can  never  be  fuificiently  admired,  and 
this  ftrufture  muft  undoubtedly  have  coft  immenfe. 
treafures.  This  palace,  which  was  the  glory  of  all 
the  eaft,  owed  its  deftruftion  to  the  debauchery  and 
frenzy  of  Alexander  the  Great,  who  after  he  had 
preferved  it  from  the  ravages  of  war,  above  2000 
years  ago,  reduced  it  to  afhes  at  the  felicitations  of 
Thais,  a  Grecian  courtezan. 

There  are  two  ancient  tombs  of  the  kings  near 
the  mountain,  one  to  the  north,  and  the  other  to 
the  Ibuth,  both  of  them  are  hewn  out  of  the  rock, 
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and  are  noble  fragments  of  antiquity.  Tiieir  fronts 
are  covered  with  figures  and  other  ornaments.  The 
form  of  both  is  nearly  the  fame,  and  therefore  a  de- 
fcription  of  that  to  the  north  will  ferve.  That  part 
of  the  tomb  on  which  the  figures  are  carved  is  forty 
feet  wide  :  the  height  is  almoft  equal  to  the  width  be- 
low, and  the  rock  extends  on  each  fide  to  the  diftance 
of  fixty  paces.  Below  a  range  of  four  columns  fup- 
port  the  entablature  on  their  capitals,  each  of  which 
is  compofed  of  the  heads  of  two  oxen  as  far  as  the 
breaft,  with  the  fore  legs  bent  on  the  top  of  each 
column.  The  gate,  which  is  furrounded  with  orna- 
ments, is  placed  between  two  of  thefe  columns  in 
the  middle,  but  is  at  prefent  almoft  clofed  up.  Above 
the  columns  is  the  cornice  and  entablature,  adorned 
with  eighteen  fmall  lions  in  bafs  relief,  nine  on  each 
fide  advancing  towards  the  middle,  where  there  is  a 
fmall  ornament  refembling  a  vafe.  Above  the  lions 
are  two  ranges  of  figures,  almoft  as  large  as  life,  four- 
teen in  each  range,  armed  and  lifting  up  their  hands, 
as  if  to  fupport  the  building  above  them  ;  and  on 
the  fide  is  an  ornament  fomewhat  in  the  form  of  a 
pillar,  with  the  head  of  fome  animal  that  has  only 
one  horn.  Above  this  is  another  cornice  ornamented 
with  leaves.  On  the  left  where  the  wall  projects  are 
three  rows  of  niches,  one  above  each  other,  each  of 
them  containing  tv/o  figures,  armed  with  lances,  and 
three  others  on  the  fide  armed  in  the  fame  manner. 
There  are  likewife  two  on  the  right  fide  with  their 
left  hands  placed  on  their  beards,  and  the  right  on 
their  body  ;  and  on  the  fide  of  thefe  are  three  others 
in  the  fame  difpofition  as  thofe  on  the  other  fide.  At 
fome  di fiance  below,  and  between  thefe  figures  and 
an  ornament  that  has  fome  diftant  refemblace  of  a 
round  pillar,  there  is  another  figure  on 'each  fide, 
very  much  impaired.  Above  on  three  fteps  ftands  a 
figure  that  has  the  air  of  a  king,  pointing  at  fome- 
thing  with  his  right  hand,  and  holding  a  kind  of  bow 
in  his  left.    Before  him  is  an  altar,  on  which  an  offer- 
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ing  is  made,  from  whence  the  flames  are  reprefented 
aicending.  Above  this  altar  appears  the  moon,  and 
it  is  faid,  that  there  was  once  a  iun  behind  the  figure  ; 
but  nothing  of  it  is  now  to  be  feen.  In  the  middle, 
and  above  all  this  appears  a  fmall  myftic  figure,  that 
is  to  be  feen  in  feveral  parts  of  the  other  buildings. 

Two  leagues  from  thcfe  ruins  is  a  place  called 
Noxi  Ruftan,  but  the  traveller  is  obliged  to  take  a 
large  circuit  to  go  thither  ;  becaufe  a  river  croiTes  the 
country,  which  can  only  be  palled  over  a  bridge, 
that  is  at  a  conliderable  diftance ;  the  plain  is  alfo 
cut  into  a  variety  of  fmall  canals,  that  are  fo  many 
impediments  to  travellers  in  their  way  thither.  In 
this  place  are  four  tombs  of  perfons  of  eminence 
among  the  ancient  Perfians,  that  much  refemble  thofe 
of  Perfepolis  ;  only  they  are  cut  much  higher  in  the 
rock.  This  place  receives  its  name  from  one  Ruftan, 
whofe  figure  is  there  carved  to  perpetuate  his  memo- 
ry. He  is  faid  to  have  been  a  potent  prince  of  an 
immenfe  ftature  :  for  it  is  pretended  that  he  was  for- 
ty cubits  high  ;  and  according  to  the  fame  ridiculous 
tradition  he  is  faid  to  have  lived  1 1 13  years. 

The  tombs  have  their  bafes  eighteen  feet  above 
the  furface  of  thecaufeway,  and  rife  about  four  times 
that  height,  and  the  rock  is  twice  as  high  as  the 
tombs,  which  are  fixty  feet  wide  in  the  middle.  Un- 
der each  tomb  is  a  feperate  table  filled  with  ]-dT'j,e 
figures  in  low  relief;  and  on  two  of  thefe  tables  are 
fome  traces  of  men  fighting  on  horfeback.  Between 
thefe  tombs  are  three  other  tables  covered  with  figures, 
among  which  is  a  man  on  horfeback  preceded  by  two 
others,  and  followed  by  a  third,  which  is  almoft  de- 
faced. There  are  alfo  fome  figures  in  the  fpace  be- 
tween the  two  lad  works,  and  three  under  the  third, 
two  of  which  hold  out  their  hands  to  each  other. 
One' of  thcfe  is  a  woman,  and  both  of  them  are  half 
buried  in  the  earth. 

Thefe  tombs  poflefs  an  extent  of  280  paces,  and 
at  fixty  paces  diflance  from  the  firft  of  them  is  a  little 
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f  quare  building.  The  figure  of  a  man  on  horfeback, 
between  the  two  tombs,  and  in  the  middle  of  the 
fourth  niche,  has  his  hair  Ihaped  according  to  our 
mode,  with  a  crown  upon  his  head,  and  a  pointed 
bonnet  rifing  above  it.  He  is  drelTed  after  the  Ro- 
man manner,  and  has  a  large  fword  by  his  lide,  with 
the  hilt  in  his  left  hand  ;  his  right  is  prefented  to  a 
perfon  before  liim.  The  third  figure,  which  is  alfo 
drefied  in  the  Roman  manner,  opens  his  hands  like 
a  fuppliant. 

The  figures  half  buried  appear  on  the  fide  of  the 
third  tomb,  and  two  of  them  have  their  hands  placed 
in  a  kind  of  circle.  That  in  the  middle,  which  is  on 
horfeback,  reprefents  Ruftan  in  a  Roman  drefs ;  he 
has  likewife  a  bonnet  and  an  ornament  like  a  crown, 
with  flowing  hair,  a  large  beard,  and  his  left  hand 
upon  the  hilt  of  his  fword  :  but  notwithftanding  the 
pretence  of  his  prodigious  ftature,  both  he  and  his 
horfe  are  of  the  common  fize.  Before  him  is  the 
figure  of  a  woman  with  flowing  hair;  Ihe  likewife 
wears  a  crown.  Ihe  is  drefl^ed  like  Pallas,  and  fup- 
ports  part  of  her  drapery  with  her  left  hand.  The 
third  figure  reprefents  a  military  man,  with  a  tiara 
on  his  head,. and  his  left  hand  likewife  grafps  the 
hilt  of  his  fword.  The  fifth  compartment  is  an  im- 
perfe6l  appearance  of  figures  fighting  on  horfeback. 
All  thefe  are  carved  on  the  rock. 

On  the  weftern  fide  of  this  mountain,  at  200  paces 
difrance,  are  two  tables  with  figures,  likewife  cut  in 
the  rock.  That  to  the  left  reprefents  two  men  on 
horfeback,  one  of  whom  grafps  a  circle,  of  which 
the  other  has  quited  the  hold.  Some  pretend  that 
the  firft  is  Alexander,  and  the  other  Darius,  who 
by  this  adion  refigns  to  him  the  empire.  Others  fay, 
thefe  figures  repreient  two  potent  princes  or  generals, 
who,  after  being  engaged  in  a  Jong  war,  without 
obtaining  any  advantage  over  each  other,  at  laft 
agreed,  that  he  who  fliould  wreft   this  circle  out  of 
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his  competitor's  hand  fhould  be  acknowledged  the 
vi6ior.     But  no  ftrefs  is  to  be  laid  on  thefe  ftories. 

The  tomb  faid  to  have  been  that  of  Naxi  Ruftan, 
evidently  appears  to  be  that  made  by  Darius,  Hyfta- 
pefs,  from  itsexa6tly  correfponding  with  the  defcrip- 
tion  given  of  it  by  Ctefias  in  his  hiftory  of  Perfia, 
after  Herodotus  ;  and  with  that  of  Diodorus  Siculus. 

On  the  19th  of  February  I  left  Perfepolis,  after 
having  ftaid  there  five  days,  and  then  proceeding 
nine  leagues,  the  next  morning  reached  Schiras,  the 
capital  of  the  province  of  Fars,  and  one  of  the 
greateft  and  moft  confiderable  cities  in  Perfia.  It  is 
Jituated  between  the  mountains  in  a  plain  between 
feven  and  eight  leagues  in  length,  and  about  four 
in  breadth  ;  as  fine  and  as  fertile  a  fpot  as  imagina- 
tion can  conceive. 

The  city,  which  is  about  two  leagues  round,  is 
not  furrounded  with  walls,  for  they  liave  been  fufFer- 
ed  to  fall  to  ruin  ;  but  the  gates,  which  remain 
entire,  are  large,  ftrong,  and  covered  with  iron 
plates.  Of  thefe  there  are  four,  opening  to  the  four 
cardinal  points.  [[The  city  begins  to  be  feen  a  little 
beyond  the  mountains,  which  are  then  to  be  left  500 
paces  to  the  right  ;  after  this  you  difcover  a  great 
number  of  cyprefs-trees,  with  a  wall  cutout  of  the 
rock,  from  whence  a  ftream  of  water  falls  like  a 
torrent  after  great  rains.  The  road  between  the 
rocks  is  deep  and  narrow.  This  is  fituated  to  the 
right,  and  has  a  wall  of  earth  on  the  right  and  left, 
but  much  impaired  on  one  fide.  It  is  about  300  paces 
in  length,  and  joins  to  the  gate,  which  is  five  paces 
wide  at  the  entrance,  and  enlarges  into  ten  as  you 
advance.  When  you  have  palled  through  this  gate, 
which  is  very  large  and  lofty,  you  come  to  a  narrow 
paffage  bordered  with  buildings,  moft  of  which  are 
in  ruins,  and  the  gardens  that  are  filled  with  cy- 
prefs-trees arerunto  decay.  At  thediftanceof  i^oo 
paces  from  the  gate,  in  the  middle  of  the  way  is  a 
bafon  feventy  two  feet  in  length,  and  forty-fix  in 
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breadth,  lined  with  Hone.  On  each  fide  is  a  wall 
in  the  form  of  a  half- moon,  with  feats  under  alcoves, 
and  on  the  left  a  mofque,  that  extends  a  hundred 
paces  in  front.  Ninety  paces  from  thence  is  a  ftone 
bridge  of  four  arches  over  the  river  Roetgore.  On 
the  other  fide  of  which  the  way  extends  to  one  of 
the  oldeft  gates  of  the  city  ;  a  building  much  im- 
paired, that  ferves  at  prefent  for  a  bazar.  It  is 
vaulted,  and  extends  to  the  length  of  eighty  paces. 
It  aftbrds  a  paiFage  into  a  great  ftreet,  on  the  left 
lide  of  which  is  a  burying  place  and  a  garden,  with 
feveral  edifices  on  the  right.  This  ftreet  reaches  to 
the  heart  of  the  city,]*  which  is  almofi:  covered  with 
gardens.  The  great  ftreets  are  bordered  with  ti'ees  ; 
thefe  are  their  principal  ornaments  ;  for  there  are 
not  many  grand  bazars,  nor  fine  baths.  At  the 
end  of  the  llreets  juft  mentioned,  are  feveral  others 
full  of  lliops,  which  crofs  each  other  to  the  right  and 
left.  The  cofFee-houfes  are  fpacious  enough,  confift- 
ing  of  fcaffolds  built  over  the  running  water,  to 
give  them  a  greater  coolnefs.  As  to  the  mofques, 
there  are  nine  more  fumptuous  than  the  reft,  and 
belides  them  about  three  hundred  more,  that  ferve 
for  chapels.  [In  the  heart  of  the  city  is  a  large 
edifice,  the  front  of  v,'hich  refembles  that  of  a  mof- 
que  in  its  portals  and  two  fine  towers  ;  but  the 
upper  part  is  impaired.  This  ftru6ture  is  a  public 
college,  where  the  fciences  are  taught< 

However  moft  of  the  buildings  of  the  city  are 
in  ruins,  and  the  ftreets  fo  narrow  and  dirty,  that 
they  are  hardly  paiTable  in  rainy  feafons  ;  and  in 
feveral  places  palfengers  are  obliged  to  bend  their 
bodies  in  order  to  walk  under  the  arches  before  the 
houfes,  efpecially  in  the  quarter  inhabited  by  the 
Jews,  The  ftreets  are  alio  made  extremely  oflenfive 
by    the  many    necclFary   houfes,    in    them,    which 

*  The  pafigges  enclofed  between  ci'otchet's  thus  [  ],  are  ab- 
ftracled  frum  IV Ir.  Le  Err.vn's  Travels. 
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render  the  air  very  difagreeable.  The  jsckals  not 
only  infeil  the  burying  grounds,  but  often  com- 
mit great  diforders  in  the  city,  and  in  the  night- 
time make  difmal  howlings  that  rcfembie  an  human 
voice. J 

The  public  gardens  at  Schiras,  which  are  about 
twenty,  are  extremely  delightful  ;  the  trees  are  the 
largeft  of  the  kind  perhaps  in  the  whole  world  ; 
thefe  are  planted  without  order,  and  the  foil  ena- 
melled with  flowers,  which  are  in  the  greateft  plenty, 
and  of  the  brighteft  colours.  In  the  king's  garden 
to  the  fouth  of  Schiras,  I  obferved  a  tree,  the  trunk 
of  which  was  eight  yards  round.  The  inhabitants, 
from  the  great  age  of  this  tree,  conceive  the  higheft 
venerarion  for  it  ;  they  go  to  pray  under  its  {hade, 
and  tie  chaplets,  amulets,  and  pieces  of  their  clothes 
to  the  boughs.  The  fick,  or  others  for  them,  come 
there  to  burn  incenfe,  to  fix  lighted  candles  to  it, 
and  to  perform  other  fuperftitious  ceremonies,  with 
the  hopes  of  recovering  their  health.  There  are 
throughout  Perfia,  many  trees  thus  fuperilitioufly 
revered  by  the  people. 

About  a  quarter  of  a  league  to  the  eail  of  Schiras 
is  the  tomb  of  Sheik  Sadi,  one  of  the  mofc  celebrated 
PeiTian  authors  in  profe  and  verfe,  who  lived  about 
400  years  ago,  and  whofe  W'orks  contain  the  finell 
morals.  On  one  fide  of  his  tomb  is  a  large  c6fagoii 
bafon,  tlie  water  of  which  is  moderately  warm,  and 
contains  plenty  of  filh  confecrated  to  the  Sheik  ; 
but  the  common  people  imagine,  that  if  any  perfoii 
takes  them,  he  will  be  puniihed  with  fudden  death  : 
but  though  I  was  feveral  times  at  Schiras,  I  never 
went  thither  without  having  a  good  plate  of  thefe  fifli 
with  the  Carmelite  friars,  with  whom  i  always 
lodged. 

On. the  fime  fide  of  the  city,  by  the  corner  of  a 
mountain,  are  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  caliie,  imd 
at  fomedifiance  from  it  a  convent  of  dervifes,  near 
which  are  two  deep  lioles  in  the  ground.  The  mouth 
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of  one  of  them  is  four  feet  and  a  half  round,  and 
it  is  of  an  unfathomabl  e  depth.  I  was  told,  that 
on  throwing  a  large  ftone  into  it,  one  might  dif- 
tin(5tJy  repeat  the  Lord's  prayer,  before  the  noife 
made  by,  its  falling  ceafed  ;  and  this  I  found  to 
be  true  by  trying  the  experiment  three  times  fuc- 
ceffively. 

A  league  beyond  thefe  ruins,  you  fee  the  remains 
of  an  ancient  building  of  ftone  and  marble,  which, 
notwithftanding  the  folidity  of  the  ftru6ture,  and 
the  durablenefs  of  the  materials,  is  greatly  decayed. 
It  is  a  fmall  temple  38  or  40  paces  round,  lituated 
on  the  declivity  of  a  mountain,  with  three  gates, 
which  are  ftill  pretty  entire,  opening  to  the  north, 
fouth  and  eaft.  They  are  eleven  feet  high  and  three 
broad  :  on  the  fides  of  each  is  the  figure  of  a  wo- 
man done  in  relief  as  big  as  life,  refembling  thofe  at 
Perfepolis.  The  Perfians  call  this  place  Mador  Su- 
lemon,  that  is,  the  mother  of  Solomon  ;  they  pre- 
tend, that  (lie  built  the  temple,  and  came  thither  to 
pay  her  devotions.  Bizarus  relates,  that  a  tomb  is 
found  there  infcribed  with  Hebrew  characters  ;  but 
I  favv  no  fuch  thing,  and  am  perfuaded  that  thefe 
opinions  are  ill  founded. 

[^To  the  norch-vveil  of  the  city  is  a  delightful 
avenue  extending  to  the  king's  garden,  which  is 
ninety-five  paces  wide,  and  g66  in  length.  On 
palling  through  the  lodge  at  the  end  of  the  garden, 
you  come  into  another  beautiful  avenue  bordered 
with  cyprefs  trees  :  this  is  620  paces  long,  and 
twenty  broad,  and  is  covered  over  in  the  middle 
Vv'ith  flowers.  You  there  fee  a  delightful  houfe  fur- 
rounded  with  a  line  canal.  At  each  corner  of  the 
l)nilding  is  a  fquare  fountain,  that  mingles  itsftreams 
with  the  water  of  the  canal.  This  houfe  is  fpacious, 
and  in  the  nnddle  of  it  is  a  grand  hall  covered  with 
a  doijic,  filled  with  niches  both  within  and  without. 
Tnis  beautiful  avenue  is  bordered  on  each  fide  with 
feventy-two   lofty  cyprefs- trees,  one  of  which  is  22 
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palms  in  circumference.  We  have  given  a  view  of 
the  avenue  and  hall,  in  the  print.  Behind  the 
houfe  is  another  avenue  bordered  with  cyprefs  and 
fenna-trees,  equal  in  extent  to  that  of  the  others. 
This  is  called  Baeg  Siae,  or  the  Royal  Garden.] 

The  fertility  of  the  country  about  Schiras  is  very 
liirpriling.  It  produces  the  fineft  horfes,  and  the 
beft  paftures.  The  (heep  are  fo  fat,  that  their  tails 
weigh  eighteen  or  twenty  pounds  weight.  As  to 
the  fruits,  among  the  reft  the  pomegranates  are  as 
large  as  the  head  of  a  new  born  child  :  but  the  beft 
fruit  is  the  grape,  of  which  there  are  three  princi- 
pal forts  ;  one  very  fmall,  which  is  fweet  and  delici- 
ous, and  the  feed  fo  minute  and  tender  that  it  can 
fcarcely  be  perceived  ;  the  great  white  grape  ;  and 
a  large  red  grape,  the  bunches  of  which  weigh 
twelve  or  thirteen  pounds.  Of  this  grape  alone 
they  make  the  excellent  wine  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  the  wine  of  Schiras,  which,  for  its  fine 
colour  and  the  richnefs  of  its  tafte,  is  efteemed  the 
beft,  not  only  in  Perlia,  but  throughout  the  eaft.  It 
indeed  does  not  pleafe  at  firft,  it  appearing  to  be 
rough  ;  but  when  one  has  drank  it  a  few  days, 
one  cannot  help  perferring  it  to  all  others ;  and 
thofe  who  are  ufed  to  it  can  relifti  no  other  wine. 

As  the  ufe  of  wine  is  prohibited  by  the  religion 
of  the  country,  none  have  the  liberty  of  making  it 
without  the  king's  privilege,  and  the  permiffion  of 
the  governor  and  intendant.  At  Schiras,  the  people 
alfo  make  rofewater  and  oil,  prefervesand  pickles. 

On  the  24th  I  left  Schiras,  where  I  had  lodged 
in  the  monaftery  of  the  Carmelites,  who  give  a 
very  civil  reception  to  all  the  Europeans  who  come 
to  them,  without  diftindlion  of  nation  or  religion, 
and  thankfully  take  whatever  any  one  gives  them 
in  return  for  their  hofpitality.  We  proceeded  five 
leagues,  the  greateft  part  through  the  fine  plain  in 
which  Schiras  is  fituated,  and  lodged  at  a  ruinous 
caravanfarai  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain. 

VOL.  VI,  O 
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Two  days  after,  I  took  up  my  lodging  at  a  cara- 
vanfarai  named  Kafar,  litiiated  by  a  town  of  the 
fame  name,  that  has  feveral  hundred  houfes,  and  a 
great  number  of  gardens,  in  which  is  plenty  of  the 
moft  excellent  fruits,  as  peaches,  nectarines,  figs, 
and  dates.  The  town  is  fituated  on  the  bank  of  a 
river  that  runs  by  in  a  deep  hollow. 

On  the  27th,  I  proceeded  feven  leagues,  and  the 
next  day  reached  Jarron,  a  town  confifting  of  350 
houfes,  moft  of  them  built  of  date  wood,  which 
are  the  only  large  trees  that  grow  in  its  neighbour- 
hood. This  town  is  remarkable  for  the  manufactures 
of  felt  bonnets,  and  for  a  kind  of  camblet:  but  is 
more  particularly  famous  for  its  dates,  which  are 
efteemed  the  beft  in  the  world.  The  adjacent  coun- 
try abounds  in  water,  brought  thither  by  fubterra- 
neous  canals. 

The  next  day  we  proceeded  three  leagues  over 
the  mountain  of  Jarron,  which  is  the  moft  rugged 
and  ftony  of  any  I  have  feen  in  Perfia  ;  in  palling  it 
we  frequently  came  to  the  brink  of  moft  frightful 
precipices,  where  the  road  is  only  fecured  by  a  ftone 
wall  two  feet  high.  The  defcent  is  the  rougheft  I 
have  ever  feen,  it  being  covered  with  large  ftones 
and  rocks,  among  which  our  horfes  could  fcarcely 
fix  their  feet. 

On  the  firft  of  March  we  pafTed  a  mountain  not  fo 
high  as  the  former,  but  the  road  was  even  more  pain- 
ful and  dangerous,  efpecially  on  defcending  it,  when 
we  were  obliged  to  walk,  for  fear  of  breaking  our 
arms  and  legs,  the  horfes  not  being  able  to  keep  their 
feet.  Half  way  down  the  defcent,  is  a  bafon,  co- 
vered with  large  trees  ;  the  rock  water  is  here  cool 
and  excellent.  We  lodged  at  a  large  and  handfome 
caravanferai,  before  which  runs  a  brook  fliaded  with 
orange,  pomegranate,  date,  and  other  trees. 

There  we  ftaid  to  refrelh  ourfelves  after  the  fatigue 
we  had  undergone,  and  on  the  third  of  March  con- 
tinued  our  journey.      We  proceeded   over  feveral 
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plains  and  mountains,  and  on  the  5th  arrived  at  Laer, 
the  capital  of  the  province  of  the  fame  name,  and 
not  above  a  hundred  years  ago  the  capital  of  a  king- 
dom of  the  fame  name>  It  is  fituated  between  the 
mountains,  in  29"^.  40'  north  lat.  in  a  fandy  country 
rendered  barren  by  the  heat  of  the  climate.  [The 
houfes  for  the  moft  part  are  very  high  ;  but  the  molt 
beautiful  of  all  the  buildings  is  the  bazar  ereded 
with  ftone,  in  the  middle  of  the  city  :  it  is  arched 
over,  and  full  of  (hops,  and  is  216  paces  in  length. 
At  the  end  of  the  bazar  is  a  fine  fquare,  and  below 
the  gate  is  a  place  in  which  the  city  mufic  plays. 
Oppolite  the  bazar  is  a  large  building  that  has  a  line 
entrance  :  this  ftrudure  belongs  to  the  khan  or  go- 
vernor. The  caftle,  which  is  entirely  built  of  ftone, 
ftands  on  the  fummit  of  a  high  rock.  The  avenues 
to  the  city  refemble  a  wood,  the  land  being  covered 
with  palm,  orange,  and  citron  trees,  which  almoft 
Ihroud  the  city  from  the  eye.] 

On  the  7th  of  March  I  fet  out  from  Laer,  at  three 
in  the  afternoon,  and  paffing  by  the  village  of  Cher- 
co[f,  which  is  full  of  gardens,  arrived  at  Gormouth, 
a  town,  which,  with  its  gardens,  confifting  chif^fly  of 
date  trees,  was  a  league  in  length,  and  beyond  the 
town  groves  of  thefe  trees  extendedas  far  as  the  eye 
could  reach.  The  inhabitants  of  Caramania  De- 
ferta,  retire,  during  the  fummer,  into  thefe  woods 
to  Ihelter  themfelves  from  the  heat,  which  in  that 
feafon  is  infupportable,  as  I  found  in  the  year  1677, 
when  I  pafTed  through  this  country  at  the  end  of 
Auguft  :  for  then  the  wind  was  fo  hot,  even  in  the 
night,  that  I  was  frequently  obliged  to  turn  afidemy 
horfe  and  to  cover  my  face  with  my  handkerchief,  to 
avoid  the  blafts  that  could  no  more  be  endured  than 
flame.  I  was  once  reduced  to  the  necelTity  of  throw- 
ing myfelf  from  my  horfe,  and  lying  with  my  face 
to  the  earth  to  avoid  the  fcorching  vapours  ;  but 
found  that  thofe  which  arife  from  thence  were  even 
ftill  more  fuffbcating.     In  the  day  1  was  obliged  to 
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continue  naked  in  a  caravanferai,  from  nine  in  the 
morning  till  four  in  the  afternoon,  feated  or  lying  on 
a  Ikin  of  Ruffia  leather,  not  only  on  account  of  the 
heat ;  but  becaufe  water  inceflantly  flowed  from  my 
body  in  fweat,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  I  could  neither 
read  nor  write,  and  every  thing  I  took  in  my  hand 
was  immediately  wet.  1  had  taken  two  camels  at 
Laer  with  my  ufual  baggage,  the  one  to  cany  wa- 
ter, and  the  other  piovifions  ;  becaufe  the  country 
wasdeferted,  and  really  for  twenty- five  leagues,  that 
is,  from  Gormouth  to  Cowreftoon,  1  did  not  fee  a 
iingle  perfon,  every  body  being  then  retired  into  the 
woods  of  date  trees,  or  into  the  mountains  ;  and  as 
the  dates  were  then  ripe,  the  people  lived  on  almoft 
nothing  elfe.  This  fruit  is  nourilhing,  and  wherever 
it  grows  there  is  a  certainty  of  finding  water.  It  is 
to  be  obferved  that  the  land  which  bears  dates  is  al- 
ways fandy,  and  that  at  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  beneath 
the  furface,  water  is  to  be  found  :  the  people  there- 
fore dig  pits,  and  thofe  that  are  laft  dug  have  always 
the  beft  water. 

I  remember,  that  performing  this  journey  five 
years  before,  I  happened  to  lofe  my  way,  and  ram- 
bled into  the  mountains ;  I  thought  myfelf  lofl:,  and 
expelled  never  to  return.  Having  wandered  part  of 
the  night,  I  laid  myfelf  down  at  the  foot  of  a  tree, 
holding  my  horfe  by  the  bridle,  and  waiting  till  it 
was  light.  When  the  day  came,  I  difcovered  a  wood 
of  date  trees  at  two  leagues  diftance,  where  being 
arrived,  I  found  I  had  advanced  fix  leagues  on  my 
way,  and  a  eone<5lor  of  the  taxes  condu(5led  me  to 
the  road.  I  never  fuflPered  fo  much  in  my  whole  life : 
the  morning  appeared  to  bring  fome  coolnefs  with 
the  dew,  but  the  heat  returning  with  the  fun,  at 
firft  confumed  this  fmall  humidity,  and  aflPe6ted  me 
fo  violently,  that  I  could  not  even  fweat,  it  feeming 
to  burn  and  dry  up  my  very  entrails.  My  horfe 
ftopt  at  every  ftep,  not  having  firength  to  advance  ; 
but  what  preflTed  me  hioft,  was  my  not  being  able  to 
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keep  either  my  mouth  ©r  my  eyes  open,  on  account 
of  the  exhalations  from  the  earth  which  arofe  to  my 
face,  like  gufts  of  flame  pouring  from  the  mouth  of 
a  lighted  oven.  I  alfo  obferved  two  circumftances  in 
thefe  regions  during  the  heat  of  fummer  ;  the  one  is, 
that  the  fields  are  entirely  burnt  up,  and  there  arife 
through  the  whole  night  and  morning  vapours  exci- 
ted by  the  heat  of  the  earth,  which  cover  it  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  it  cannot  be  difcovered  at  fifty  paces 
diftance,  it  perfectly  refembling  a  fea,  or  fome  great 
lake  in  a  calm. 

On  the  9th  I  proceeded  fix  leagues  through  a 
mountainous  and-ftony  country,  where  are  neverthe- 
lefs  many  ft  reams  of  running  water,  efpecially  in 
fpring  ;  thefe  are  very  clear  ;  but  great  care  muft  be 
taken  not  to  drink  this  water,  it  being  almoft  as  filt 
as  that  of  the  fea,  which  proceeds  from  the  land  over 
which  it  palles  ;  for  this  land  is  in  fummer  white  with 
the  fait  which  covers  it.  We  flopped  at  Tanguede- 
lan,  where  are  two  caravanferais  with  cifterns.  This 
place  is  between  two  very  high  mountains,  a  quarter 
of  a  league  diftant  from  each  other.  One  of  the  ca- 
ravanferais has  a  bafon  of  running  water ;  but  it  is 
brackifh  and  not  fit  to  drink  ;  yet  it  is  brought  by  a 
grand  aquedu6t  to  this  caravanferai,  whence  it  takes 
its  courfe  towards  the  oppofite  mountain,  through 
which  it  pafles  by  a  canal  cut  in  the  rock,  300  paces 
in  length. 

On  the  12th  we  reached  Cowreftoon,  a  village  that 
abounds  in  dates,  and  a  kind  of  wild  plumbs.  The 
inhabitants  cultivate  tobacco,  and  few  great  quanti- 
ties of  a  kind  of  grain  called  Zoura,  which  grows  in 
bunches  fomewhat  like  the  years  of  Indian  corn,  on 
canes  eight  or  nine  feet  long.  Of  this  they  make 
bread,  which  is  of  a  reddiih  colour:  they  alio  bake 
it  like  rice. 

This  day  I  met  a  great  Lord  on  the  road  named 
Ali  Kouli  Khan,  who  was  returning  from  his  go- 
vernment of  Ga.mbroon,  in  order  to  go  to  a  province 
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in  Perfia^  given  him  by  the  fhali.  He  had  a  grand 
train:  his  women,  with  all  that  belonged  to  them, 
were  carried  on  80  camels,  40  mules^  and  20  horfes. 
His  own  retinue  and  efFe6ts  were  conveyed  on  twice 
as  many  camels,  and  mules.  Many  of  the  peafants 
fled  from  the  villages  of  the  road,  for  fear  that  his 
men  fhould  take  their  proviiions  by  force. 

On  the  12th,  as  I  was  preparing  to  fet  out  at  five 
in  the  evening,  i  obferved  that  the  air  was  darkened 
as  when  the  Iky  is  covered  with  clouds,  and  confider- 
ing  that  this  could  not  be  the  cafe,  I  recolledted  that 
thefe  clouds  conlifted  of  locufts  ;  and  indeed  as  they 
paftedj  a  prodigious  number  of  thofe  de{lru6tive  in- 
le«5ts  fell  to  the  ground :  they  were  the  largeft  I  had 
ever  feen,  and  fo  heavy,  that  they  could  not  rife 
again.  The  peafants  gathered  them  as  they  fell  ; 
and  told  me,  that  in  this  feafon  fuch  clouds  appear 
almoft  every  night  ;  having  gathered,  they  dry  and 
fait  them,  after  which  they  live  upon  them,  and  fell 
thein  to  each  other  very  cheap,  as  they  are  their  com- 
mon food. 

This  day  we  proceeded  five  leagues  in  a  very  level 
country  ;  but  through  moving  fands  into  which  the 
horfes  funk.  After  advancing  a  league,  we  pafi^d 
by  a  fmall  village  abounding  in  date-trees  and  run- 
ning water;  the  inhabitants  I  found  there  cutting 
their  corn  ;  and  as  1  had  feen  the  people  about  Per- 
fbpolis  fowing  the  land  about  three  weeks  before,  I 
could  not  help  thinking  it  very  remarkable,  that  I 
Ihould  fee  people  fow  corn  after  the  middle  of  Febru- 
ary, and  reap  it  before  the  middle  of  March  follow- 
ing. This  has  happened  to  me  feveral  times  in  my 
journeys  in  Perfia  in  the  like  fpace  of  three  weeks. 
i  have  i^finn  them  plowing  in  one  place  ;  two  days 
after  the  people  have  been  fowing  wheat  ;  in  a  few 
days  I  have  ieen  the  blade  begin  to  fprout  up  out  of 
the  ground  ;  then  advancing  farther,  1  have  feen  the 
green  corn  ;  then  it  has  appeared  in  ear,  then  ripe, 
then   cut,  and  then  threlhed  :  indeed  the  empire  of 
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Perfia  is  fo  fituated  and  fo  ex  ten  five,  that  it  has  furn- 
nier  and  winter  at  the  fame  time,  the  one  on  one  lide, 
and  the  other  on  the  other. 

The  next  day  I  fet  out  at  two  in  the  morning,  and 
reached  Gambroon,  or  as  it  is  called  by  the  Perfians, 
Bander  AbalTie,  or  the  Port  of  Abas.  Gambroon  is 
fituated  to  the  fouth  eait-vvard  of  Schiras,  as  that 
town  is  of  Ifpahan.  The  diftance  between  this  place 
and  the  laft  mentioned  city  is  computed  at  1 83  leagues ; 
but  theie  leagues  are  very  long,  and  the  mountains, 
with  the  badnefs  of  the  roads,  render  the  journey 
very  tedious. 

The  houfes  of  Gambroon  are  built  fo  near  the 
water,  that  in  a  high  fea  they  are  wnfhed  by  the 
waves.  It  is  fituated  between  the  ifliinds  of  Ormus 
and  Kifmis,  the  one  to  the  left  and  the  ether  1,0  the 
right  ;  and  the  coaft  of  Arabia  being  bordered  by 
high  mountains,  ma}''  alfo  be  facn  in  a  clear  day  to 
the  right,  at  twenty  leagues  diftance.  Three  leagues 
behind  Gambroon  are  alfo  very  high  mountains, 
which  are  far  from  being  barren,  they  being  covered 
with  trees,  and  abounding  with  water.  The  terri- 
tory belonging  to  Gambroon,  is,  however,  dry  and 
fterile,  it  confifting  of  a  moving  fand.  The  town 
is  furrounded  by  a  wall  on  the  land  fide,  and  has 
two  fmall  fortrelles.  The  houfes  are  computed  at 
14  or  1500,  one  third  of  which  are  Indian  Gentoos 
or  idolaters,  a  few  Jews  ;  the  greateft  part  are  Per- 
fians, and  the  reft  EngiiQi,  French  and  Dutch,  be- 
longing to  their  refpecftive  companies.  The  governor 
of  the  province  ufually  refides  there,  and  not  at  the 
capital,  which  is  called  Neris,  and  is  ten  days 
journey  from  thence  ;  he  has  a  pretty  large  and 
commodious  palace  at  the  end  of  the  town,  at  the 
greateft  diftance  from  the  fea,  built  with  ftone  brought 
from  the  ifle  of  Ormus,  and  all  the  houfes  have  tlat 
roofs. 

This  town  has  no  port,  but  the  road  is  as  large, 
good  and  fafe,  as  any  in  the  univerfe  ;  however,  it 
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has  one  great  inconvenience,  which  is,  that  the 
velFels  that  ftay  there  during  the  fiimmer,  are  fub- 
je6l  to  be  greatly  damaged  by  being  eaten  with  the 
worms.  The  Ihips  lie  at  anchor  in  four  or  five 
fathoms  water,  in  as  fecure  a  fituation  as  if  they  were 
in  a  bafon. 

The  water  of  Gambroon  is  very  brackifh,  and 
drank  by  none  but  the  poor  :  it  is  taken  out  of  pits 
dug  three  fathoms  deep  in  the  fand.  The  common. 
people  drink  the  water  of  Mines,  a  village  at  the 
diftance  of  a  league  from  the  port ;  and  the  people 
in  eafy  circumftances  drink  the  water  of  Iflin,  a  large 
and  fine  village  lituated  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tains. 

As  to  the  air  of  Gambroon,  it  is  extremely  dif- 
agreeable  and  unhealthy  ;  the  wind  almoft  through- 
out the  year  changes  four  times  a  day.  From  mid- 
night to  break  of  day  it  blows  from  the  north,  and 
is  cold  :  from  break  of  day  till  ten  or  eleven  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  it  blows  from  the  eaft,  and  is  alfo 
cold  :  a  fouth  wind  arifes  about  three  o'clock,  which 
is  hot,  it  proceeding  from  the  fea  :  this  changes  to 
the  weft  at  fun-fet,  and  blows  hot  till  mid-night. 
Thefe  fudden  changes  of  the  air  from  hot  to  <?old 
produce  many  difeafes,  that  are  extremely  fatal 
to  foreigners :  the  moft  common  of  which  are  the 
dyfentery,  the  bloody-flux,  and  malignant  fevers. 

Proviiions  are  here  very  good,  and  in  great  plenty, 
particularly  fifli,  which  are  brought  afhore  frefh, 
night  and  morning  :  they  fometimes  catch  antelopes 
and  partridges  ;  hut  the  natives  live  chiefly  on  milk 
and  plants,  of  which  there  are  here  all  forts.  As 
to  fruits  they  being  brought  from  a  great  diftance, 
cannot  be  had  very  cheap  ;  the  moft  common  are 
neftarines,  quinces,  citrons,  oranges,  pomegranates, 
figs,  melons,  apples,  pears,  nuts,  almonds  and 
grapes  of  feveral  kinds. 

On  the  13th  of  March  the  principal  perfon  be- 
longing to  the  French  company  took  me  with  him 
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to  dine  with  the  governor,  who  entertained  us  with 
great  magnificence  after  the  Perfian  manner;  that 
is,  we  had  mufic  and  dancing,  and  amongft  the  reft 
a  young  Indian  poihire-mafter.  The  entertainment 
lafted  hve  hours.  It  began  at  ten  o'clock  with  a 
flight  breakFali:  ;  dinner  was  ferved  up  an  hour  after, 
at  which  the  governor  and  fome  of  his  guefts  drank. 
to  excefs.  No  body  was  forced  to  drink  ;  but  fo 
many  healths  were  propofed,  that  it  was  necelFary 
to  drink  a  great  deal.  Swordfmen  in  the  eafi:  ac- 
cuftom  themfeives  to  drink  wine  after  our  manner  ; 
for  when  the  healths  of  the  kings  of  France  and 
Perfia  with  thofe  of  the  principal  perfons  prefent, 
were  drank,  they  were  accompanied  with  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  cannon  of  the  fortrelFcs,  with  thofe 
of  the  governor's  palace,  and  of  the  vefTels  in  the 
road. 

I  had  not  been  long  at  Gambroom  before  the 
badnefs  of  the  climate  a{fe<?lcd  all  my  men,  who 
were  taken  very  ill,  and  I  myfelf  was  much  diforder- 
ed,  when  being  informed  of  the  danger  of  our  being 
foon  carried  off  if  we  (layed  there,  1  refolved  to  re- 
turn to  Ifpahan,  without  waiting  any  longer  for  a 
velFel  I  expe6]:ed  from  India.  1  therefore  fet  out; 
but  was  taken  fo  ill  at  Tanguedelan,  that  my  life 
was  dcfpaired  of:  I  however  recovered  ;  reached  If- 
phan,  and  foon  after  returned  to  Europe, 
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Containing  an  account  of  Indoftan,  the  efnpire  of  the  great  mo- 
gul;— of  the  moft  remarkable  places  along  the  coaft  of  India; 
of  the  peninfula  of  India  on  this  fide  the  Ganges;  of  the  penin- 
fula  beyond  the  Ganges ;  alfo  a  defcription  of  the  different 
kingdoms,  provinces,  and  cities  of  thofe  countries,  with  a  par- 
ticular account  ofthe  manners  and  culloms  of  the  Inhabitants*, 


INDOSTAN  or  India  Proper,  is  a  country  of 
great  extent,  litiiated  to  the  eaft  of  Perfia,  and  is 
bounded  by  Tartary,  on  the  north,  by  the  peninfula 
of  India  within  the  Ganges,  and  the  bay  of  Bengal, 
on  the  fouth  ;  and  by  India  beyond  the  Ganges  on 
the  eaft.  It  is  alfo  called  Mogulftan  or  the  empire  of 
the  Great  Mogul.  As  the  tropic  of  cancer  runs 
through  the  middle  of  it,  the  air  is  excelTively  hot ; 
however  in  the  moft  fultry  feafon,  the  rains  which 
nfualiy  begin  at  the  latter  end  of  June,  and  laft  till 
about  the  end  of  O^ober,  refrelh  the  earth  and  cool 
the  air.  When  thofe  rains  fet  in,  a  day  feldom  palfes 
without  terrible  thunder  and  lightnings  even  in  the 
fair  feafon,    they   have  lightning,    though  without 

*  In  thefe  defcriptions  we  chiefly  follow  Capt.  Alexander  Hamil-- 
ton,  who  from  the  year  1688  to  1723,  traded  and  travelled  by  fea 
and  land  to  moft  countries  in  the  Eaft-Indies;  from  Mandeflo's  tra- 
T'els,  and  an  excellent  work  entitled,  A  New  Hiftory  of  the  Eaft- 
Indies,  ancient  and  modern. 
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thunder,  for  leveral  weeks  together  ;  but  this  does 
no  harm.  AH  the  reft  of  the  year,  except  at  this 
feafon,  and  the  Vernal  Equinox,  the  fky  is  clear  and 
ferene,  and  the  earth  is  relrelhed  with  moderate 
breezes,  fo  that  the  mornings  aud  evenings  are  in- 
conceivably pleafant.  From  the  above  rains  the  moft 
delicious  plants  fpring  forth  with  i.ncredibje  fpeed. 
Rice  being  of  the  molt  general  ufe,  is  the  chief  grain 
jcultivated  here  ;  it  is  fown  in  Viay  and  June,  and 
generally  reaped  and  threflied  in  the  open  fields  in 
November  and  December :  but  tiiey  have  alfo  as  good 
wheat  and  barley  in  feveral  parts  of  the  empire,  as 
any  where  in  the  world.  Their  chief  fruits  befides 
thofe  brought  from  Europe,  are  dates,  figs,  prunel- 
Jos,  melons,  pomegranates,  tamarinds,  guavas,  jac- 
cas,  pine-apples,  mirabilons,  mangoes,  cocoas,  fugar 
canes,  pepper,  oranges,  limes,  &c. 

But  though  the  foil  is  ib  rich  as  to  produce  a  vaft 
variety  of  fruits  and  flowers,  yet  the  ground  is  lb 
light,  that  feldom  more  than  two  oxen  are  ufed  in 
plowing  it.  There  are  here  numbers  of  fine  woods 
that  aiford  timber  for  building  fhips,  and  redwood 
for  dying.  Their  mulberry -trees  fupply  their  filk- 
worms  with  food,  the  toddy-trees  furnilh  the  inhabit- 
ants with  liquor  ;  and  of  the  fruit  of  the  cotton-tree 
and  cotton  Ihrub,  they  make  their  calicoes,  muflin, 
ginghams,  &c.  the  great  articles  of  their  clothing 
and  commerce.  The  country  alfo  yields  for  exporta- 
tation,  Malabar  pepper,  ginger,  fandal-wood,  aloes, 
gum  lacque,  callia,  camphor,  indigo,  opium,  aila- 
ta?tida,  cardamums,  borax,  faltpeire,  alum,  and. 
lulphur  ;  while  the  mountains  produce  jafper,  agate, 
cryfolites,  granates,  amethyfts,  rubies,  and  diamonds. 

Here  are  plenty  pf  wild  and  tame  beafts :  of  the 
former  clafs  are  the  elephant,  and  the  rhinoceros, 
with  lions,  tygers,  leopards,  wolves,  jackals,  elks, 
fipes  and  baboons.  Wild  boars,  deer,  antelopes, 
hares  and  foxcb,  fays  Mr.  Hamilton,  are  their  wild 
game,  which  they  hunt   with  dogs,   legpards,  and 
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a  fmall  fierce  creature  called  a  flioegoofe.  It  is  about 
the  fize  of  a  fox,  with  long  prjcked  ears  like  a  hare 
and  a  face  like  a  cat,  a  grey  back  and  fides,  with  a 
belly  and  breaft  white.  When  they  are  taken  out 
to  hunt,  a  horfernan  carries  it  behind  him  hood- 
winked, and  the  deer  and  antelopes  being  pretty 
familiar,  will  not  ftart  before  the  horles  come  very 
near.  He  who  carries  the  Dioegoofe,  takes  off  tiie 
hood,  and  fliews  it  the  game,  v^hich  with  laige 
fwift  fprings,  it  foon  overtakes,  when  leaping  on 
their  backs,  and  getting  forward  to  their  Ihoulders, 
it  fcratches  out  their  eyes,  and  makes  them  fail  an 
eafy  prey  to  the  hunters.  The  leopard  luns  down 
his  game,  and  often  gives  the  iumters  a  long  chafe, 
as  well  as  the  dogs,  who  uill  take  to  the  water 
when  the  game  betakes  themleives  tofwimming  which 
they  frequently  do. 

The  liefh  of  the  Indian  hog  is  reckoned  the  beft 
butcher's  meat  of  this  country;  efpecially  that  of 
the  wild  hogs,  of  which  there  are  great  plenty.  Thefe 
not  being  the  property  of  any  fmgle  )xrion,  al!  are 
at  liberty  to  hunt  and  kill  them  ;  fo  that  though 
the  people  have  no  lands  they  can  properly  call  their 
own,  the  privilege  they  enjoy  in  tliofe  of  the  prince 
is  almoft  an  equivalent,  the  lion  being  the  only  beait 
of  the  forelt  which  the  Mogul  referves  the  hunting 
of  to  himfelf.  They  have  buffaloes,  whofe  ikin  is 
fmooth  without  hair  ;  but  their  flefli  is  coarfe.  To- 
wards Peri] a  and  Tartary  they  liave  fine  large  ill ccp, 
with  flat  tails;  but  thofe  in  the  fouth  paitot  Indofum 
sre  thin  and  long  flianked,  with  a  reddilh  h.iir  on 
their  backs  inftead  of  wool,  and  th.eir  flefh  is  lean 
and  dry.  The  natives  have  plenty  cf  good  Uiilk 
from  their  cows,  buffaloes  and  goats  ;  but  their 
beft  cream  will  not  every  where  produce  butter,  the 
climate  being  in  fome  parts  too  hot  to  bring  it  to  a 
due  confiftcnce,  however,  it  is  faid  they  make  good 
checfe  in  the  north  part  oF  India. 
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They  have  here  plenty  of  geefe,  peacocks,  hens, 
ducks,  pigeons,  plovers,  turtle  doves,  partridges, 
quails,  parrokeets,  &c.  but  the  flelh  of  their  poultry 
is  generally  lean  and  dry.  Vultures  are  no  where 
lb  common  and  tame  as  here,  which  is  afcribed  to 
their  feeding  much  on  the  banian-tree.  There  is  a 
kite  here  with  a  white  head,  to  which  fome  are  fo 
fuperftitious  as  to  pay  religious  honours.  They  have 
bats  as  big  as  kites,  and  an  exceeding  pretty  bird 
lefs  than  a  wren,  which  has  ravifning  notes  and  a 
beautitul  plumage.  As  the  monkeys  which  abound 
in  the  woods,  are  its  great  eneuiies,  it  builds  its  neft 
to  th|  extremity  of  the  twigs  of  the  trees,  whence 
they  haiig  like  a  purfe  out  of  tlieir  reach.  They 
have  alio  excellent  fifli  in  their  rivers  and  fcas. 

The  people  are  generally  well  made,  and  have  good 
features ;  towards  the  fouth  they  are  black,  and  to- 
wards the  north  of  an  olive  colour  ;  but  the  natives 
have  every  where  black  long  hair,  and  black  eyes, 
and  hardly  an}'  of  them  are  deioimed.  They  are 
ftrong,  acute,  have  a  lively  fancy  and  a  good  genius. 
They  are  civil  to  ftrangers,  profoundly  fubmilfive  to 
their  governors  ;  but  not  remarkable  for  tlieir  cou- 
rage. The  Indians  here  are  diftinguiflicd  into  Moors, 
or  Moguls,  and  Gentoos,  or  original  Indians  and  Pa- 
gans. The  former  are  a  mixture  of  Tartars,  Per- 
fians,  Arabs,  and  moft  of  the  Mahometan  natior.s, 
who  having  the  power  in  their  hands,  behave  as  the 
lords  of  the  country.  The  Pagans,  who  are  mucli 
the  greateft  number,  are  as  polite,  as  peaceable,  as 
ingenious  and  as  inoffenfive  a  people  as  any  on  the 
face  of  the  earth.  Their  beautiful  chints,  and  painted 
calicoes  are  drawn  by  the  meaneft  of  the  people,  ircn^ 
their  own  fancy  ;  for  the  chints  and  calicoes  on  the 
Coromandel  coaft  are  painted  with  a  pencil ;  but  tbofe 
to  the  northward  are  printed  ;  liowever,  the  dye  of 
neither  wafliesout.  For  inlaying  in  ivory  no  people 
excel  them.  The  goldfmiths  work  curiouily  in  tiili- 
gree,  and  imitate  any  goldlmith's  work  made  in  En- 
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rope.  The  builders  ufe  a  cement  made  of  fea-fliells 
much  harder  than  bricks,  and  will  terrafs  the  roof  of 
a  houfe,  or  lay  a  floor  with  it,  that  iliail  be  like  one 
entire  ftone,  and  be  full  as  hard.  They  have  like- 
wife  as  good  carpentersj  who  exactly  imitate  the  En= 
glifli  models. 

The  Indians  generally  wear  a  white  veil  of  calico, 
lilk,  or  mullin,  which  fold  over  before,  and  is  tied 
with  ilrings  on  either  fide.  The  fieeves  are  clofe  to 
the  arms,  and  fo  long  that  they  fit  about  their  wrifts 
In  wrinkles.  The  upper  part  fits  clofe  to  their  bo- 
dies :  but  from  their  waiils  downwards  it  hangs  in 
plaits  reaching  below  the  knee.  They  have  no  Itock- 
ings,  but  their  breeches  reach  down  to  their  neels, 
and  they  put  their  bare  feet  into  their  flippers. 
Round  their  waifts  they  wear  afalh,  in  which  the  bet- 
ter fort  ha've  a  dagger.  In  the  north  part  of  the 
country  they  have  ihirts  open  before,  which  hang 
over  their  breeches,  and  in  the  winter  feafon  they 
alfo  wear  a  cloak.  The  Pagans  wear  their  hair  made 
up  in  a  roll  behind  ;  but  the  Moors  have  only  a  An- 
gle lock  ;  many  of  them  wear  their  beards,  but  fome 
iiave  only  wiikers.  The  Pagan  women  have  their 
bair  adorned  with  jewels,  which  they  alfo  wear  in 
their  ears  and  nofcs  ;  they  have  bracelets  on  their 
wrifts  and  ankles,  and  gold,  filver,  or  brafs  rings  on 
their  fingers  and  toes  ;  or  if  they  cannot  afford  thofe 
of  metal,  they  have  thofe  of  glafs.  The  Mahome- 
tan women  are  almoft  always  veiled,  and  let  part  of 
their  hair  hang  on  their  flioulders. 

The  Gentoos  are  divided  into  eighty-five  different 
tribes,  which  do  not  eat  with  each  other,  each  tribe 
herds  together,  and  tliofeof  one  tribe  cannot  marry 
into  another;  they  muit  purfue  the  trade  and  profef-. 
fjon  of  the  fanuly,  fo  that  a  goldfmith's  fon  muft  be 
a  goidfinith,  and  marry  a  goldfmith's  daughter,  and 
a  carpenter's  Ion  muft  be  a  carpenter,  and  fo  of  the 
reil.  The  chief  of  theie  tribes  are  the  Brachmans, 
or  Bramins  who  are  their  priefis  ;  and  the  Rajaputes^ 
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or  Ralh boots  who  profefs  arms,  but  do  not,  like  the 
other  tribes,  abRain  from  meat,  except  it  be  the  flelh 
ot  a  cow,  or  Ibme  other  bt'aits  which  they  hold  fa- 
cred. 

The  bramins  or  priefts  of  the  god  bra  ma,  per- 
fuade  thoie  wiio  are  ill,  to  leave  legacies  to  the 
church,  for  which  they  give  a  receipt,  which  they 
put  into  the  dead  perfon's  hand  ;  in  this  cafe,  fays 
Captain  Hamilton,  they  draw  a  bill  for  ten  times 
the  value  in  the  other  world  on  fome  eminent  faint, 
%"ho  negociates  fuch  bills  in  paradife.  They  per- 
fuade  the  vulgar,  that  their  idols  eat  like  men,  and 
in  order  that  they  may  be  plentifully  provided  with 
good  cheer,  they  make  them  of  a  gigantic  ftature, 
and  give  them  a  monftrous  belly  ;  and  if  the  people 
fail  in  their  offerings  to  thefe  idols,  by  which  the 
bramins  maintain  their  families,  they  threaten  thern 
with  the  anger  of  the  gods.  The  people  believe 
there  is  fomething  fo  divine  in  a  cow,  that  happy  is 
the  man  who  can  get  himfelf  fprinkled  with  the 
afnes  of  one  burnt  by  a  bramin  ;  and  they  cfteem 
the  man  ble/Ied,  who  in  the  agonies  of  death  can  lay- 
hold  of  a  cow's  tail :  for  they  believe  tranfmigration^ 
and  think  the  foul  fometimes  returns  into  the  body 
of  that  beaft,  which  they  coniider  as  an  high  honour. 
The  fouls  of  the  wicked  they  imagine  enter  the 
bodies  of  dogs,  fwine,  and  other  unclean  animals. 
Hence  they  abitain  from  the  flefli  of  all  living  crea- 
tures, and  kill  nothing  that  has  life,  for  fear  they 
fhould  difpoilefs  the  foul  of  a  friend, or  relation  of 
its  habitation.  The  learning  of  the  bramins  confifts 
in  their  being  able  to  read  and  get  by  heart  fome 
ancient  books  laid  to  be  written  by  Bra  ma. 

There  is  a  religious  order  among  them  called  fa- 
quirs and  jonges,  who  make  vows  of  poverty  and 
celibacy,  and  to  obtain  the  favour  of  Brama,  futier 
the  molt  dreadful  tortures.  They  contemn  worldly 
riches,  and  go  naked  except  a  piece  of  cloth,  about 
their  loins,  and  fume  have  not  even  that.     A  let  of 
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thefe  never  cOmb  nor  cut  their  hair,  but  delighting 
in  naftinefs,  befmear  thv"ir  bodies  and  faces  with 
afhes  Mr.  Hti;i)iiton  oblerves  that  he  has  feen  one 
of  thefe  fitting  quite  naked  under  the  (hade  of  a  tree, 
and  that  a  married  woman  came  as  a  cure  for  barren- 
nefs,  to  kifs  the  part  which  modefly  ought  to  have 
taught  him  to  conceal,  wliile  he  ftroaked  theirheads, 
and  muttered  prayers  over  them.  To  fuch  a  degree 
do  thefe  pretented  religious  inipofe  on  the  credulous 
111  altitude. 

The  aurierities  of  fome  of  thefe  are  incredible  to 
thofe  who  have  not  been  eye  witnefTesof  them.  Some 
Hand  for  years  on  one  foot,  with  tiieir  arms  tied  to 
the  beam  of  a  houfe,  or  the  branch  of  a  tree.  By 
this  means  their  arms  fettle  in  that  pofture,  and 
ever  after  become  ufelefs  ;  and  fome  fit  in  the  fun 
with  their  faces  looking  upwards  till  they  are  in- 
capable of  altering  the  pofition  of  their  heads.  The 
people  in  all  thefe  cafes  making  a  merit  of  feeding 
thenu 

•  Frauds  are,  however,  fometimes  pra(5i:ifed  ;  for  in 
the  year  1721,  one  of  thefe  zealots  pretending  to 
more  fanc^ity  than  his  neighbours,  gave  out  that  he 
would  be  buried  alive  in  a  grave  ten  feet  deep,  and 
that  he  fliould  appear  at  Amadabat,  at  about  200 
miles  diftance,  within  fifteen  days.  The  grave  was 
dug,  and  going  in,  he  had  fome  reeds  placed  about 
a  foot  or  two  over  his  head,  to  prevent  the  earth 
falling  in.  A  large  jar  of  water  (food  under  the  fhade 
of  a  great  tree,  about  ten  or  twelve  yards  from  the 
grave,  where  a  good  number  of  faquirs  had  for  fome 
time  taken  up  their  quarters,  and  had  perfuaded 
many  people  into  a  belief  of  the  ftory  ;  but  the 
governor  of  Surat  ordered  a  party  of  foldiers  to  fee 
the  faquir  buried,  and  to  take  care  that  no  impofture 
was  ufed  in  his  pretended  refurre61:ion.  They  ac- 
cordingly fearched  narrowly,  and  fufpe(5ting  that 
fou^e  place  about  the  root  might  afford  a  pafTage, 
ordered  the   faquirs   to  remove  a  little  out  of  the 
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way,  which  they  willingly  did;  but  finding  nothing, 
they  ordered  the  faquirs  to  remove  the  great  water 
jar,  which  was  almoft  full :  at  this  they  exclaimed 
aloud  ;  but  their  clamours  ftrengthened  the  fuipicions 
of  the  Mahometans  ;  who  either  breaking  or  remov- 
ing the  jar,  difcovered  a  fubtcrranean  pafiage  that 
led  within  two  feet  of  the  grave,  on  which  they  fell 
upon  ^the  faquirs  with  their  drawn  fwords,  and  cut 
many  of  them  to  pieces  ;  and  the  fellow  who  was 
to  have  arifen  from  the  dead  loft  his  head  in  the 
fray. 

Befides  the  many  tribes  of  Indian  idolators,  there 
is  a  fe6l  called  the  Perfees  or  Gebres,  who  are  wor- 
ihippers  of  fire.  Thefe  are  here  bred  to  trade  and 
hufbandry,  and  are  very  induftrious. 

The  Banians  or  Gentoos  are  often  married  at  fix 
or  feven  years  of  age,  but  they  do  not  cohabit  be- 
fore the  bride  is  twelve,  and  the  bridegroom  fixteen. 
The  weddings  are  celebrated  with  much  pomp.  In 
the  afternoon  tiie  bridegroom  fends  a  long  train  of 
melFengers  with  prefents  to  the  bride,  in  covered 
diflies  or  bafliets,  preceded  by  a  fort  of  hautboys, 
drums,  and  trumpets,  and  followed  by  female  flaves, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  married  couple,  and  aftej  them 
is  carried  an  empty  palanquin  to  carry  the  bride  to 
the  bridegroom's  .houfe.  Several  nights  fucceiiively 
they  are  both  carried  in  ftate  through  the  ftreets  by 
.torch-light,  dreded  in  their  belt  apparel  and  jewels, 
with  mufic,  fire-works,  flags,  and  ftreamcrs  before 
them,  and  then  the  parents  of  the  married  couple 
fend  prefents  to  their  friends.  Theie  ponipous 
cavalcades  being  over,  they  proceed  to-  the  houfe 
of  the  bride's  father,  where  being  feated  at  a  table 
oppofite  each  other,  they  join  their  hands,  and  the 
prieft  covers  their  heads  with  a  fort  of  hood,  Vvhich 
remains  fp read  over  them  for  a  quarter  of  an  liour, 
till  he  has  finifned  a  prayer  and  the  nuptial  benedic- 
tion ;  and  then  uncovering  their  head?.,  th.e  com- 
-pany  is  fprinkled  \yith  rofe- water  and  atn.er  perfumes 
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mixed  with  faffron.  If  the  youth  does  not  happen 
to  like  the  girl  chofen  for  him  by  his  parents,  he  may 
keep  concubines,  and  if  the  wife  murmurs  at  this 
he  may  fet  her  to  work  with  his  Haves,  for  which  flie 
can  have  no  remedy,  not  even  a  divorce.  The 
women  of  this  country  pay  their  hufbands  an  ex- 
traordinary refpe6t,  and  are  entirely  at  their  dif* 
polal :  which  is  the  lefs  extraordinary,  as  among 
the  richer  fort,  the  hufband  purchafes  his  wife  of  her 
parents. 

When  a  perfon  dies,  they  wafh  the  corpfe,  drefs 
it  in  the  common  apparel  ufually  worn  by  the  de- 
ceafed,  and  carrying  it  a  little  way  out  of  the  town, 
place  it  on  a  funeral  pile  generally  raifed  with  wood 
near  fome  river :  thofe  of  fortune  ufually  mix  vaft 
quantities  of  fragrant  wood  wi'th  the  reft,  and  the 
whole  being  reduced  to  afhes,  it  is  thrown  into  the 
river.  As  to  the  cuftom  of  widows  burning  them- 
felves  with  their  hufbands,  it  feems  in  moft  places 
laid  afide.  Where  this  is  the  cafe,  the  women  who 
mourn  for  their  hufbands,  fhave  their  heads,  and 
feeming  to  abandon  themfelves  to  grief,  negleft  their 
drefs,  and  never  marry  again  ;  but  the  men  never 
cut  t!  ,  ;r  hair  on  thefe  occafions,  unlefs  it  be  for 
the  death  of  a  father,  or  fome  of  their  rajas  or 
princes.  When  they  mourn  for  other  relations,  they 
generally  rend  their  garments,  or  rather  put  on  an 
old  torn  veft,  and  appear  quite  negligent  of  them- 
felves. 

The  buildings  of  the  common  people,  efpecially 
thole  of  the  Gentoos,  who  are  at  leaft  twenty  to 
oue  Mahometan  throughout  the  empire  are  generally 
low  thatched  cottages  with  clay  walls,  and  only  one 
floor  ;  but  the  bazars,  and  other  public  buildings, 
V. ith  the  houfes  belonging  to  the  Chriftian  and  Ma- 
hometan merchants,  in  fome  of  the  ancient  cities 
are  very  pompous,  being  built  with  brick,  timber 
and  ftone,  and  fometimes  with  marble.  The  houfes 
of  the  more  wealthy  aie  two  ftories  high,  and  have 
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fia:t  roofs  on  which  they  take  the  morning  and  even- 
ing air. 

The  palaces  of  their  princes  or  rajas  are  moftly 
built  in  one  form  :  before  the  gate  is  a  large  piazza 
or  roof  fupported  by  pillars,  open  to  the  front,  and 
upon  tiie  right  and  left  towards  the  gate  are  banks 
of  earth  about  a  yard  high,  on  which  are  fpread 
iine  carpets,  or  pieces  of  European  fcarlet  cloth, 
with  cufhions  of  the  fame,  on  which  the  raja  fits  to 
receive  the  complaints  of  his  fubje(5ts,  to  entertain 
foreigners,  or  tranfadl  ftate  affairs. 

The  power  of  the  mogul  is  fo  defpotic,  that  he 
has  the  fovereign  difpofal  of  the  lives  and  effecis  of 
his  fubjedls,  and  none  dare  difpute  his  will.  At  his 
command  the  greateft  lords  are  executed.  Few  days 
paffed  without  his  appearing  at  fun-rifing  ;  and  the 
lords  of  his  court  are  obliged  to  be  in  his  apartment, 
in  order  to  pay  him  homage.  He  fliews  himfelf 
alfo  at  noon  to  fee  the  wild  beafts  fight  ;  and  in  the 
evening  he  appears  at  a  window,  from  whence  he 
fees  the  fun  fet.  He  retires  with  that  luminary 
amidft  the  noife  of  a  great  number  of  drums  and 
and  kettle  drums,  and  the  acclamations  of  the  peo- 
ple, wifhing  him  a  long  and  happy  life.  None  are 
permitted  to  enter  the  palace,  but  the  rajas  or 
princes,  and  the  great  officers  ;  who  accompany  all 
their  difcourfe  with  continual  reverences  ;  they  prof- 
trate  themfelves  before  him  at  taking  leave  ;  they 
put  their  hands  on  their  eyes,  then  on  their  breaft, 
and  laftly  on  the  earth,  to  teftify  that  they  are  only 
duft  and  afhes  when  compared  to  him.  They  wifh 
him  all  manner  of  profperity  as  they  retire,  and  go 
backwards  till  they  are  out  of  fight. 

When  he  marches  at  the  head  of  his  army,  or 
goes  a  hunting,  or  to  one  of  his  country  palaces,  he 
is  accompanied  by  above  10,000  men.  About  an 
hundred  elephants  covered  with  houfings  oP  fcarlet, 
velvet  and  brocade,  march  at  the  head  of  this  little 
army,  each  carrying  two  men,  one  of  whom  governs 
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the  animal  by  touching  his  forehead  with  an  iron 
hook,  the  other  holds  a  large  banner  of  iilk  em- 
broidered with  gold  and  filver  ;  the  firft  eighty  carry 
each  a  kettledrum.  In  the  middle  of  this  troop  the 
mogul  rides  on  a  fine  Perlian  horfe,  with  trappings 
of  gold,  adorned  with  diamonds  and  pearls,  gold- 
bells  and  fringes,  or  in  a  chariot  drawn  by  two 
white  oxen,  whofe  large  fpreading  horns  are  adorned 
with  gold  ;  and  fometimes  he  is  carried  by  men  in  a 
palanquin.  The  rajas  and  officers  of  his  court  com- 
pofe  his  retinue,  and  have  5  or  600  elephants,  camels, 
or  chariots  loaded  with  baggage.  When  he  rides  on 
an  elephant,  he  is  feated  on  his  back  on  a  ftately 
throne,  adorned  with  gold  and  precious  flones. 

His  fons  have  the  title  of  fultans,  and  his  daugh- 
ters of  fultanas,  the  former  are  married  at  thirteen 
or  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  when  they  arrive  at 
years  of  maturity,  are  fenf.  to  diilant  governments, 
none  but  the  heir  apparent  remaining  with  his 
father.  The  firft  fon  he  has  by  any  of  his  wives,  is 
confidered  heir  of  the  empire,  though  the  longeft 
fword  generally  carries  it  ;  but  whenever  he  obtains 
the  throne,  he  inhumanly  deftroys  his  brothers, 
and  their  male  iillie. 

The  mogul  has  feldom  more  than  four  wives, 
though  his  concubines  generally  amount  to  above, 
a  thoufand.  His  court,  according  to  Tavernier,  is 
richer  than  can  be  imagined.  The  great  men  buy 
the  finefi;  diamonds  that  can  be  got  for  their  wives 
and  daughters,  whofe  head  drelTes  and  other  apparel 
are  amazingly  fumpttious.  But  thofe  for  the  em- 
peror's own  ufe,  are  the  fineft  in  the  world, 

Mr-  Mandeflo,  who  wifely  lays  it  down  as  a  rule 
to  defcribe  nothing  but  what  he  has  feen,  obferves, 
that  the  palace  of  Agra,  is  four  leagues  in  circum- 
ference, and  that  it  is  fortified  on  ail  fides.  After 
having  pafTed  feverai  courts  and  ftree ts  feparated  by 
different  gates,  one  comes  at  laft  to  the  mogul's 
apartnsent,  which  is  in  the  middle  of  the  building. 
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In  the  firft  faloon  is  a  baliiftrade  of  fiiver,  where  ai'e 
the  officers  of  the  guard,  who  allow  none  to  enter 
but  the  great  lords  of  the  court.  This  leads  into 
the  chambers  of  ceremony,  where  there  is  another 
baluftrade  of  gold,  enclofmg  the  throne  of  maiiy 
gold,  enriched  with  diamonds,  pearls  and  other 
precious  ftones.  None  but  the  king's  fons  are  al- 
lowed to  enter  within  this  baiuflrrde,  or  to  cool  the 
air  and  drive  away  the  flies  with  fans.  In  this  palace 
is  a  high  tower,  the  roof  of  which  is  covered  with 
plates  of  gold. 

If  we  may  belive  Tavernier,  this  prince  had  four 
thrones  adorned  with  diamonds,  rubies,  emaralds, 
and  the  richeft  pearls,  made  up  in  feveral  figures, 
and  that  one  of  them,  which  was  crowned  with  two 
peacocks,  that  had  their  tails  fet  with  jewels,  coft 
thirteen  millions  fterling  ;  and  that  in  this  palace  are 
two  apartments  covered  all  over  with  gold,  as  arc 
alfo  the  pillars  that  fupport  the  pavillions. 

There  are  two  folemn  feftivals  of  which  he  is  the 
principal  object.  The  firll:  at  the  beginning  of  the 
new  year,  lafts  about  fifteen  days.  A  theatre  is. 
ereded  bei^ore  the  palace,  fourteen  feet  high,  fifty-fix 
long,  and  forty  broad,  covered  with  rich  ta peltry, 
and  furrounded  by  a  baluftrade.  Near  it  is  a  build- 
ing of  painted  wood,  embellillied  with  mother  of 
pearl,  in  which  fome  of  the  principal  lords  of  the 
court  feat  themfelves,  though  they  have  at  the  fame 
time  tents  creeled  in  the  firft  court  of  the  palace, 
where  they  effect  to  difplay  all  their  riches  and  fplcn- 
dor.  The  prince,  attended  by  (even  of  his  minifters, 
afcends  the  theatre,  where  he  feats  himfelf  on  velvet 
cufliions,  embroidered  v^ith  gold  and  pearls,  waiting 
ibr  the  prefents  that  are  brought  him,  which  he  re- 
ceives equally  from  the  people,  and  the  grandees  of 
the  enipire,  during  the  eighteen  days  the  ceremony 
lafts,  and  towards  the  end  he  difpenfes  among  them 
his  bounties  ;  thefe  con  lift  in  places  and  dignities, 
which  he  confers  on  thofe  who  have  been  moft  liberal 
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to  him.  Tavernier  fays,  he  fliw  him  receive  at  one  of 
thefefeafts  above  thirty  millions  of  livresin  diamonds, 
rubies,  emeralds,  pearls,  gold,  lilver,  fine  ituffs, 
elephants,  camels,  and  horles. 

The  fecond  feftival  is  the  anniverfary  of  his  birth. 
He  begins  the  day  with  all  manner  of  diverfions, 
which  he  breaks  off  to  go  to  the  palace  of  the  Queen 
bis  mother,  if  fl;e  be  yet  alive,  and  having  fhewn 
his  gratitude  to  her,  he  caufes  his  grandees  to  make 
her  magnificent  prefents.  After  he  has  dined,  he 
puts  on  his  fineft  robes,  covers  himfelf  with  gold  and 
jewels,  and  being  rather  loaded  than  adorned,  goes 
into  a  vaft  and  fuperb  pavillion,  where  he  is  vv^aited 
on  by  the  principal  lords  of  his  court.  He  here  finds 
the  great  fcales,  and  the  chains  which  fufj^end  them, 
both  of  which  are  of  maffy  gold  adorned  with  jewels. 
He  places  himfelf  in  one  of  the  fcales,  the  other  be- 
ing filled  v^ith  gold,  filver,  jewels,  pieces  of  ftuff, 
fine  linen,  pepper,  cloves,  mace,  cinnamon,  corn, 
pulfe,  and  herbs,  and  anexadt  regifter  is  kept  of  the 
difference  of  his  weight  every  year.  If  it  appears 
that  he  has  made  any  confiderabie  acquifition  of  flefn 
fince  he  was  weighed  laft,  there  are  great  rejiocings 
throughout  the  whole  kingdom. 

This  ceremony  is  followed  by  his  diftributing  fmall 
pieces  of  money  among  the  poor;  and  in  throwing 
among  the  grandees  nuts,  piftachios,  almonds,  and 
other  fruits  of  gold,  but  they  are  fo  fmall,  and  the 
gold  fo  thin,  that  it  is  faid  a  thoufand  of  them  do  not 
weigh  above  feven  or  eight  piftoles.  The  feftival  is 
concluded  with  a  magnificent  fuppcr  given  to  the 
lords  of  the  court,  with  whom  he  fpends  the  night 
in  drinking. 

But  though  the  treafures  of  this  monarch,  and  his 
revenues  from  forty  kingdoms,  which  are  within  his 
empire,  are  immenfely  great,  yet  fpccie  is  hardly 
any  where  fcarcer  than  among  the  private  perfonsin 
this  empire. 
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It  is  however  proper  to  obferve,  that  this  pompous 
account  was  wrote  before  Nadir  Shah  ravaged  the 
mogul's  dominions:  for  in  the  beginning  ot"  1739* 
that  conquorer  having  defeated  the  mogul,  entered. 
Delly,  fee u red  his  perfon,  and  having  leiz^d  all  his 
jewels  and  treafures,  of  which  he  obliged  him  to  give 
a  liit,  replaced  him  on  the  throne  ;  obliging  him  to 
proraife  to  pay  him  an  annual  tribute  of  5,250,000!. 
■fterling.  Among  the  other  plunder  feized  by  the 
Perfian  monarch,  was  the  emperor's  bed  of  ftate, 
adorned  with  precious  ftones,  and  the  grand  imperial 
throne.  In  (liort,  the  value  of  the  plunder  taken, 
from  the  mogul  and  his  nobles,  is  faid  to  amount  to 
III  courons,  or  231,250,0001.  fterling.  It  mull  be 
acknowledged,  that  the  largencfs  of  this  immenfe 
fum  may  render  this  account  improbable;  it  is  there- 
fore necelfary  to  add,  that  it  is  taken  from  a  letter 
from  Perfia,  publifhed  the  fame  year  in  the  London 
Gazette. 

Having  given  a  general  defcription  of  the  mogul's 
'dominions,  we  fliall  now  proceed  to  defcribe  the 
feveral  provinces  fituated  on  the  coafi:,  as  being  the 
moft  remarkable,  on  account  of  the  commerce  car- 
ried on  with  them  by  the  trading  nations  of  Europe. 

The  firft  port  in  Sindy,  the  molt  weftern  province 
of  India,  is  Larribundar,  fituated  five  or  fix  leagues 
froin  the  fea,  on  a  branch  of  the  river  Indus,  capable 
of  receiving  fliipsof  200  tons  burden.  It  is  a  village 
of  about  100  mud  houfes,  with  a  large  fione  fort, 
that  has  four  or  five  great  guns,  to  defend  the  mer- 
chandize, and  prevent  its  being  feized  by  the  Bal- 
lowches  and  other  robbers.  Tatta,  the  metropolis 
of  the  province,  is  a  large  and  rich  city  about  three 
miles  long,  and  one  and  a  half  broad,  at  about  40 
miles  diftance  from  the  above  village.  All  goods 
•carried  from  one  of  thefe  places  to  the  other,  are 
tranl'portcd  on  carriage  beads,  as  camels,  oxen,  and 
horfcs,     The  country,  which  is  alm9rt  level,  is  over- 
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grown  with  fhrubs  and  buPaes,  fit  to  cover  an  ambuf- 
cade,  and  often  made  ufe  of  by  the  above  robbers, 
who  ("uddently  rufh  out  on  a  caffila  or  caravan,  and 
while  the  guards  and  carriers  are  fighting,  another 
party  drives  away  the  bealls  with  their  packs. 

Capt.  Hamilton  once  came  to  Larribundar,  with 
a  cargo  from  Malabar  worth  about  io,oool.  where 
being  unable  to  ieli  his  goods,  he  was  obliged  to  » 
travel  to  Tatta  in  a  caifila  of  1500  beafts,  and  as 
many,  or  more  men  and  women,  belides  200  horfe 
for  their  guard.  Having  proceeded  about  fixteen 
miles,  they  were  informed  by  their  fcouts  that  a  great 
body  of  robbers  were  juit  before  them,  Capt.  Hamil- 
ton had  thirteen  of  his  bed  markfmen  belonging 
to  his  ihip  vv'ith  him  in  the  front,  where  his  beafts 
were,  and  being  all  mounted  on  Indian  horfes,  which 
are  very  fmall,  they  difmo.unted,  and  fet  their  beafts 
on  their  flanks  and  front,  to  ferve  for  a  barricade 
again  ft  the  fvvord  and  target  men,  who  were  the 
principal  ftrength  of  the  robbers.  They  had  not 
been  long  in  that  pofture,  when  the  robbersfenta 
herald  on  horfeback,  vvho  branifhed  his  fvvord,  and 
on  his  coming  within  cali,  threatened,  that  if  they 
did  not  immediately  furrender  at  difcretion,  they 
fi)0uld  have  no.  quarter.  Our  traveller  had  two  lea- 
uien  who  fnot  extremely  well,  and  therefore  ordered 
one  of  them  to  lire  at  the  herald,  which  he  inftantly 
did,  and  Ihot  him  through  the  head.  Another  came 
loon  after  with  the  fame  threaten  in gs,  and  met  with 
the  fame  treatment,  I'he  next  that  came,  the  cap- 
tain ordered  his  horfe  to  be  ihot  in  the  head,  to  try 
if  tiiey  could  take  his  rider,  that  they  might  know 
the  enemy's  ftrength.  The  horle  was  killed  as  foon 
as  he  ap[)eared  ;  but  fome  of  the  guard  who  were 
mounted,  inftead  of  bringing  him,  cut  him  to  pieces. 
I'he  horle  guard,  who  had  continued  in  the  rear, 
feeing  what  was  done  in  the  front,  now  took  courage, 
and  getting  in  aniong  the  bulhes,  met  with  ibme 
Mho  iiad  a  defign  to  attack  the  flank,  and  foon 
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defeated  them  ;  which  threw  the  reft  into  fuch  a  panic, 
that  they  betook  themfelves  to  flight,  and  the  horfe 
purfuing  them,  put  many  to  the  fword. 

They  now  travelled  without  moleftation  to  Tatta, 
where  they  were  received  with  acclamations  from 
the  populace,  and  the  better  fort  vifited  the  Englifti 
with  prefents  of  fruit  and  fweetmeats,  afcribing  the 
fafe  arrival  of  the  cafRla  to  their  courage  and  con- 
du6l. 

He  and  his  men  were  lodged  in  a  large  convenient 
room  that  had  large  warehoufes.  The  ftairs  from  the 
llreet  were  each  of  one  piece  of  porphyry  ten  feet 
long,  of  a  bright  yellow,  and  as  fmooth  as  glafs. 
They  were  about  ten  in  number,  and  led  up  to  a 
fquare  fifteen  yards  long,  and  about  ten  broad.  The 
next  day  the  nabob  fent  them  his  compliments  with 
an  ox,  five  Iheep,  as  many  goats,  twenty  fowls,  and 
fifty  pigeons,  with  fweetmeats  and  fruit  in  abundance. 
He  was  then  encamped  aTjout  fix  miles  from  the 
t)wn,  with  an  army  of  eight  or  10^000  men,  to 
punifli  thefe  bands  of  robbers.  He  invited  Captain 
Hamilton  to  drink  a  difh  of  coffee  with  him,  and  the 
latter  fending  him  word  that  he  defigned  to  kifs  his 
hand,  the  next  day  he  fent  him  twenty  fine  Perfian 
horfes  well  equipped,  on  ten  of  which  he  and  his 
guard  rode,  and  on  the  other  ten  were  mounted  the 
moft  confiderable  merchants  in  Tatta,  who  went  to 
accompany  him  out  of  refpect. 

When  they  came  to  the  camp  they  would  have 
alighted  ;  but  an  ofiicer  informed  them,  that  the 
nabob  defired  they  fhould  be  brought  to  his  tent  on 
horfeback,  and  riding  before  them  condu6i:ed  tliem 
to  the  door  of  the  pavilion>  which  the  captain  entered, 
and  found  the  nabob  fitting  alone.  He  defiring  to 
lay  a  fmall  prefent  at  his  feet,  this  was  readily  per- 
mitted. Itconfifted  of  a  looking-glafs  of  about  5I. 
value,  a  gun  and  a  pair  of  piftols,  well  gilt,  a  fabre- 
blade,  and  the  blade  of  a  dagger  gilt,  a  glafs  tobacco- 
pipe,  and  an  embroidered  cafe  to  put  it  in.     The  na- 
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bob  fent  for  alj  who  had  accompanied  Mr.  Hamilton 
into  the  room,  and  fhewing  them  the  prefent,  expa- 
tiated on  the  value  of  every  piece  of  it;  and  after 
Ibme  encomiums  on  Mr.  Hamilton's  valour  and  ge- 
nerolity,  told  him,  that  he  was  a  free  denifon  of 
Tatta,  and  fhould  be  exempted  from  all  cuftom  on 
the  goods  he  had  brought  or  ftiould  export,  and  that 
he  fhould  have  the  power  of  imprifoning  any  perfont 
who  bought  any  part  of  his  cargo,  and  did  not  pay 
according  to  agreement,  and  if  that  was  not  fuffici- 
ent  to  induce  them  to  give  him  fatisfa6tion,  he  might 
fell  their  wives  and  children  to  difcharge  the  debt. 

Within  about  four  miles  of  Tatta,  are  forty- two 
fine  large  tombs,  the  burying  place  of  fome  of  the 
kings  of  Sindy,  when  that  country  was  governed  by 
its  own  monarchs.  Mr.  Hamilton  went  into  the 
largeft  ;  this  was  built  in  the  form  ot  a  cupola,  and 
in  the  middle  of  it  flood  a  coffin  about  three  feet  high 
and  feven  feet  long,  with  fome  others  of  a  fmaller 
fize.  The  cupola  was  of  yellow,  green,  and  red 
porphyry,  finely  polifhed,  and  being  fet  chequer- 
wife,  had  a  very  pleafmg  effedl.  This  tomb  is  about 
30  feet  high,  and  21  in  diameter^  and  is  faid  to  have 
been  the  burying  place  of  thelaft  king  of  the  coun- 
try. 

The  city  of  Tatta,  ftands  in  a  fpacious  plain  about 
two  miles  from  the  river  Indus,  from  which  canals 
are  cut  to  bring  water  to  the  city  and  the  gardens. 
Thofe  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  king  were  at 
that  time  well  ftored  with  excellent  fruit  and  flowers. 

The  river  Indus  is  navigable  for  their  vefTels  as  high 
as  CafiTiire  in  32**.  north  latitude.  One  branch  runs 
to  Cabul  to  the  weftward^  and  others  through  feveral 
large  provinces  fituated  to  theeaft.  Thefe  veffels  are 
called  kifties  ;  they  have  one  maft,  carrying  a  fquare 
fail,  and  are  flat-bottomed.  Some  of  them  are  200 
tons  burthen.  The  cabbins  are  built  from  ftem  to 
l^ern,  and  in  each  is  a  kitchen  and  a  necefl^ary  which 
opens  into  the  water.     Thefe  cabbins  are  let  to  paf- 
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fengers,  and  the  hold  being  divided  into  feparate 
apartments  are  let  out  to  freighters,  fo  that  every 
one  having  a  lock  on  his  own  cabbin,  and  apartment 
in  the  hold,  has  his  goods  always  ready  tb  difpofe  of 
wherever  he  finds  a  market. 

This  country  never  knows  the  mifery  of  famine, 
for  the  Indus  overflows  all  the  low  grounds  in  the 
months  of  April,  May,  and  June,  and  when  the 
floods  go  off  they  leave  a  fat  flime.  Before  the  earth 
dries,  it  is  fown  and  harrowed,  and  never  fails  of 
bringing  forth  a  plentiful  crop. 

The  people  here  manufadtureiilks,  calicoes,  cot- 
ton cloths  of  feveral  kinds,  and  alfo  chintz  and  very 
beautiful  coverlets  for  beds.  They  make  very  fine 
cabinets,  both  lacquered  and  inlaid  with  ivory,  and 
the  belt  bows  and  arrows  in  the  world,  of  buffaloes 
horns. 

The  religion  eftablifned  by  law  is  the  Mahometan, 
but  there  are  ten  Gentoos  to  one  Muifulman. 

The  next  maritime  country  to  Sindy  is  Guzerat, 
an  ifland  formed  by  a  branch  of  the  Indus,  that  runs 
into  the  fea  at  the  city  of  Cambaya.  The  natives  are 
valTais  to  the  mogul,  though  they  are  ftill  pagans. 
The  firlt  town  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Indus,  is 
Cutchnaggen.  It  has  fome  trade,  and  produces 
coarfe  cloths,  cotton  and  chonks,  a  Ihell  fifli  in  the 
fhape  of  a  periwinkle,  but  as  large  as  a  man's  arm 
above  the  elbow.  In  Bengal  thefe  (hells  are  formed 
into  rings  for  the  ornament  of  womens  arms ;  and 
they  are  worn  in  many  parts  of  India.  This  country 
is  famous  for  pirates.  It  has  feveral  other  ports, 
the  moft  remarkable  of  which  is  Diu,  a  fmall  ifland 
on  the  fouth  of  Guzerat,  three  miles  long  and  two 
broad,  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Portugal.  The 
city  is  pretty  large,  and  fortified  by  a  high  ftone  wall 
with  baftions  at  convenient  diftances,  well  furniflied 
with  cannon.  The  harbour  is  fecured  by  two  caftles, 
that  can  bring  above  a  hundred  large  cannon  to  de- 
fend its  entrance,  and  by  fea  it  is  fortified  by  nature 
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with  dangerous  rocks  and  high  cliffs.  This  is  one  of 
the  belt  built,  and  ftrongeft  cities  in  India,  and  its 
flately  edifices  of  free-ftone  and  marble,  are  fufficient 
witneffes  of  its  ancient  grandeur  and  opulence ;  but 
at  prefent  not  above  a  fourth  part  of  the  city  is  in- 
habited. It  contains  five  on  fix  fine  churches,  which 
{landing  on  a  rifing  ground  of  an  eafy  afcent  from 
the  great  caflle,  and  the  churches  rifing  gradually 
higher  than  each  other,  fhew  all  their  beautiful  fronts 
to  the  fea,  where  they  appear  to  great  advantage ; 
and  within  they  are  well  decorated  with  images  and 
paintings.  At  prefent  there  are  not  above  200  Por- 
tuguefe  in  the  caflle  and  city  :  the  reft  of  the  inhabi- 
tants being  banj^ans,  of  whom  there  may  be  about 
40,000,  but  few  of  them  are  rich,  becaufe  the  info- 
lence  of  the  Portuguefe  renders  itunfafe  formonied 
flrangers  to  dwell  among  them.  The  king  of  Por- 
tugal has  about  i2,oool.  per  annum  in  poll  money 
paid  from  hence  into  his  treafury,  and  the  cultoms 
and  land-tax  may  amount  to  about  fix  thoufand 
pounds  more  ;  but  if  the  ifland  were  in  the  hands  of 
fome  induftrious  European  nation,  it  would  be  the 
beft  mart-town  on  thecoaft  of  India,  for  carrying  on 
a  trade  up  the  Indus. 

Goga  is  a  pretty  large  town,  that  has  fome  mud 
wall  fortifications.  There  is  fome  trade,  and  flran- 
gers  are  admitted  to  a  free  commere  in  fuch  mer- 
chandize as  is  fit  to  be  imported  or  exported  to  or 
from  Guzerat.  The  town  is  governed  by  an  officer 
of  the  mogul,  whofe  forces  for  the  defence  of  the 
place  amount  to  about  200. 

A  peninfula  which  lies  at  the  bottom  of  the  mouths 
of  the  Indus,  contains  the  greateft  part  of  the  king- 
dom of  Guzerat.  There  is  not  a  more  fertile  pro- 
vince in  all  the  Indies,  it  produces  fruits  and  provi- 
lions  in  fuch  abundance,  that  it  fupplies  the  neigh- 
bouring provinces.  Cambay,  at  the  bottom  of  the 
giilph  of  the  fmie  name,  and  only  twelve  leagues 
from  Goga,  is  a  fne,  large,  and  agreeable  city:  its 


THE  EAST-INDIES.  133 

flreets  are  fpacious,  handfome  and  ftraight.  Though 
it  is  at  leaft  two  leagues  in  circumference,  it  is  entire- 
ly built  of  hewn  ftone.  Without  its  walls  are  very 
large  fiiburbs,  and  fifteen  or  fixteen  public  gardens. 
It  is  ftill  a  place  of  pretty  good  trade,  though  it  is 
now  not  half  inhabited.  The  natives  are  ftri6l 
obfervers  of  the  dodtrine  of  the  Metempfychofis, 
and  Du  Bois  fays  they  maintain  three  hofpitals,  ©ne 
for  birds,  another  for  goats,  and  a  third  for  black 
cattle.  The  zealots  who  eat  nothing  that  had  life, 
lay  food  for  animals  on  the  high-ways  and  in  the 
fields.  The  banyans  carry  in  their  girdles  an  inftru- 
ment  to  brulh  the  places  where  they  fit  down,  or 
where  they  walk,  left  they  Ihould  crufh  the  ants, 
and  other  reptiles,  that  may  be  found  there.  Some 
of  them  carry  their  fcruples  and  weaknefs  fo  far  as  to 
eat  nothing  that  is  red,  for  fear  there  fhould  be  blood 
in  it.  By  the  force  of  money  they  have  obtained 
from  the  great  mogul  the  fmgular  privilege,  that  no 
calf,  bull,  or  cow,  Ihall  be  killed  in  their  city  ;  and 
if  a  Chriftian,  or  Mahometan,  fhould  be  found 
tranfgreffing  the  prohibition,  his  life  would  be  in 
danger.  Thefe  pagans  have  in  this  city  one  of  the 
moft  magnificent  temples  in  the  kingdom,  full  of 
idols  of  all  iizes,  and,  for  the  moft  part,  of  mon- 
llrous  figures.  It  contributes  to  the  wealth  and 
grandeur  of  Surat,  to  which  it  is  fubordinate,  and 
its  vicinity  to  Amanabat,  from  which  it  is  only  about 
150  miles  diftant,  makes  it  fliare  the  advantages  of 
that  great  city,  which  in  magnitude  and  wealth  is 
but  little  inferior  to  the  beft  towns  of  Europe.  In 
this  laft  city  the  Englilli  have  a  fa6^ory  for  commerce. 
The  country  abounds  in  grain,  cattle,  cotton  and 
filk.  Cornelian  and  agate  are  found  in  its  rivers  ;  of 
the  former  they  make  rings,  and  feals,  and  of  the 
latter  cabinets,  fome  of  which  are  of  one  entire 
ftone,  except  the  lids.  Mr.  Hamilton  fays,  he  has 
feen  fome  of  them  fourteen  or  fifteen  inches  long, 
and  eight  or  nine  deep,  the  value  of  each  being  30 
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or  4oi.  llerling.     The  natives  are  the  beft  embroi' 
defers  in  India,  or  perhaps  in  the  whole  world. 

Surat,  lituated  to  the  fouth  on  the  peninfula  of 
India,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Tapta  or  Tapee, 
is  the  next  fea-port  town  of  confequence.  The  in- 
habitants are  computed  at  200,000  fouls,  among 
whom  are  many  Mahometans  and  Gentoos,  who  are 
immenfely  rich.  There  are  here  as  many  different 
religions  as  in  Amfterdam  ;  that  by  law  eftabiilhed 
js  Mahometanifm,  of  the  ie6t  of  Ali.  There  are  fome 
called  Mufey,  who  obferve  the  law  of  Mofes^  as  well 
as  the  Koran,  but  the  Gentoos  are  the  moft  nume- 
rous, and  are  either  merchants,  bankers,  brokers, 
acccmptants,  colle(5tors,  or  furveyors ;  but  few  of 
them  are  of  any  handicraft  trade,  except  taylors  and 
barbers. 

Surat  is  one  of  the  beft,  the  fineft,  the  richeft  and 
greateft  marts,  not  only  of  the  mogul's  country, 
but  of  all  the  Indies.  It  was  one  of  the  firft  objects 
of  European  ambition.  The  Portuguefe  eftabiilhed 
therafelves  there  by  force  of  arms  in  the  year  1530  ; 
the  Englilh  followed  them  in  1609;  the  Dutch  in 
i6i6,  and  the  French  in  1665;.  All  of  them  have 
contributed  to  embelifli  a  city,  which  was  already 
efteemed  the  moft  fplendid  in  all  the  country.  Part 
of  the  ftreets  are  paved  with  porcelain,  and  fome 
houfes  are  fronted  with  it.  The  houfes  are  flat  on 
the  top.  The  rich  vie  with  each  other  in  their 
decorations.  The  furniture  of  their  apartments  is 
fuperb,  and  their  magnificence  is  feen  even  in  the 
penthoufesof  their  windows.  Thefe  con  lift  of  feveral 
rows  of  fmall  planks  joined  together  obliquely  over 
the  windows,  and  inlaid  with  mother  of  pearl,  and 
the  fliells  of  tortoifes,  crocodiles,  &c.  Thus  they 
keep  off  the  heat  of  the  fun,  which  is  extreme,  and 
by  weakening  the  light  they  render  it  more  agreeable 
hy  that  mixture  of  colours,  which  is  refle<5led  by  its 
rays. 
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The  fields  about  Surat  are  very  fertile,  except 
!  fhofe  towards  the  fea,  which  are  fandy  and  barren. 
They  have  excellent  beef,  mutton,  and  fowl  daily 
expded  to  fale  in  the  city.  Beef  is  about  three 
farthings  a  pound,  when  the  bones  are  bought  with 
the  flefh,  and  about  a  penny  with  the  bones  taken 
Out.  Mutton  is  three  half-pence  a  pound,  large  fowls 
are  fold  for  feven- pence  half- penny  a  piece,  and  live 
hares  at  four- pence  each.  They  have  great  plenty 
of  wild-fowl ;  but  thofe  who  would  have  them  muft^ 
Ihoot  them.  Their  flamingoes  are  large  and  good  i 
the  pady-bird  is  alfo  good  in  its  feafon,  and  the  corn- 
bird  is  excellent.  They  have  good  partridges  ;  but 
the  pheafants  are  bad.  The  wild-geefe,  ducks  and 
teal,  are  plenty  and  good,  and  feveral  forts  of  turtle- 
doves are  both  beautiful  and'  well  tailed.  They 
have  like  wife  plenty  of  good  wheat  as  good  as  any 
in  Europe,  with  fome  peafe  and  French  beans ;  but 
neither  oats  nor  barley. 

There  are  few  or  no  fine  buildings  in  the  city. 
The  French  have  a  little  church  near  the  old  Englilh 
fa6lory  ;  but  though  there  are  above  an  hundred 
different  fe6ls  here,  they  have  no  religious  difputes, 
each  being  willing  his  neighbour  fhould  woriliip 
God  in  that  way  he  believes  will  pleafe  him  bed. 

The  Mahometan  women  go  always  veiled  when 
they  appear  abroad.  Their  garments  differ  but  little 
from  thofe  of  the  men.  Their  coats,  which  alfo 
ferve  both  fexes  for  fhirts,  are  clofe-bodied  ;  the 
men's  are  gathered  in  plaits  below  the  navel,  to  make 
them  appear  long-waifted,  and  the  women's  are 
gathered  a  pretty  way  above,  to  make  their  waifts 
feem  (hort.  They  both  wear  breeches  which  reach 
to  the  ankles.  The  men  have  only  filver  rings  on 
their  fingers,  and  generally  put  one  for  a  fignet. 
The  women  wear  gold  rings  on  their  fingers,  and 
fometimes  one  on  the  thumb,  in  which  is  fet  a  finall 
looking-glafs  ;  they  likewife  often  wear  gold  rings 
in  their  nofes  and  ears.     On  thfi  other  hand,  the 
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Gentoos  permit  their  women  to  appear  bare-faced] 
and  their  legs  are  naked  to  the  knee.  They  wear 
gold  or  lilver  rings,  according  to  their  ability,  one 
in  the  nofe,  and  feveral  fmall  ones  in  holes  bored 
round  the  rim,  with  a  large  and  heavy  one  in  the 
tip  of  each  ear.  They  likewife  wear  rings  on  their 
toes,  and  Ihackles  on  their  legs,  of  thofe  metals 
made  hollow ;  thefe  contain  glafs  beads,  in  order 
to  rattle  when  they  walk.  The  men  wear  gold  rings 
in  their  ears,  and  often  three  or  four  in  a  duller 
hanging  at  the  tip ;  fome  have  them  alfo  fet  with 
pearls. 

From  Surat  to  Daman,  a  town  belonging  to  the 
crown  of  Portugal,  at  twenty-two  leagues  diftance, 
are  feveral  rivers  and  villages  under  the  fuperinten- 
dancy  of  Surat.  Daman  was  once  a  place  of  good 
trade  ;  but  is  at  prefent  reduced  to  poverty.  It  is 
fituated  on  the  fea-lhore  at  the  mouth  of  a  piver,  and 
is  naturally  very  ftrong  from  its  being  furrounded 
by  a  deep  marfh  ;  it  is  alfo  encompafTed  by  a  good 
ftone  wall.  The  town  is  about  half  a  mile  long, 
and  near  as  broad  ;  the  buildings  of  the  city  are  of 
Itone,  and  it  has  a  large  cathedral,  that  may  be  ken 
at  fea  a  confiderable  diftance.  There  are  two  or 
three  other  churches,  a  convent,  a  monaftery,  a 
nunnery,  and  an  hofpital.  On  the  oppofite  fide  of 
the  river  is  a  caftle  diftinguiftied  by  the  name  of  St. 
Salvadore. 

At  Daman  begins  the  peninfula  within  the  Ganges 
a  large  country  which  nearly  refembles  the  figure 
of  a  cone  reverfed.  It  is  wafhed  towards  the  eaft, 
fouth,  and  weft,  by  the  waters  of  the  ocean  ;  and 
the  country  of  the  great  mogul  bounds  it  to  the 
north.  It  lies  in  the  torrid  zone  between  y''.  30'. 
and  21^.  north  latitude,  extending  from  north  to 
fouth  270  leagues,  and  from  eaft  to  weft  at  itsgreateft 
breadth  270  leagues,  and  its  outmoft  point  is  called 
Cape  Comorin.  The  exceffive  heats  which  reign  in 
this  country  render  the  colour  of  the  inhabitants 
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mnclvdarker  than  thofe  who  live  in  Indoftan  ;  but 
with  rcfpeftto  fertility  and  riches,  both  countries  are 
nearly  the  fame.  The  country  is,  however,  more 
celebrated  for  its  numerous  harbours,  and  the  im- 
menie  commerce  of  the  European  nations. 

The  weftern  coaft  which  extends  from  Daman  to 
Ca):)e  Comorin,  is  called  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  and 
eaftern  fide,  which  begins  at  that  cape,  and  ends  at 
the  kingdom  of  Orixa,  is  the  coaft  of  Cormandel 
and  Golconda.  We  fliall  proceed  along  the  weOera 
coaft  to  th;it  cape,  and  then  doubling  it,  proceed  up 
the  eaftern  fide  to  the  river  Ganges. 

From  Daman  to  Baiiaim  is  about  eighteen  leagues 
along  the  thore.  The  latter  is  a  fortified  city  be- 
longimg  to  the  crown  of  Portugal,  ftanding  on  a 
little  iiland  feparated  from  the  continent  by  a  fmall 
rivulet.  Its  walls  are  pretty  high,  and  about  two 
piiles  in  circumference.  In  the  middle  of  the  city 
is  a  citadel  :  it  has  alfo  three  or  four  churches,  v/iih 
fome  convents  and  monafteries,  a  college,  and  an 
hofpitai.  This  is  a  place  of  fmall  trade  ;  for  moft  of 
its  riches  lie  dead  in  the  churches  of  the  Portuguefe, 
or  in  the  hands  of  indolent,  lazy,  country  gentlemen, 
who  loiter  away  their  days  in  eale,  pride  and  luxury, 
without  having  the  leall  feeling  for  the  poverty  of 
the  reft  of  the  people. 

At  about  half  a  league  diftance  is  the  iiland  of 
Salfett,  which  is  about  twenty  miles  long,  and  in 
ft)me  places  ten  broad.  The  ifland  is  cut  almoit  in 
two,  by  a  narrow  river,  near  the  mouth  of  which  is 
a  fmall  town  called  Verfua,  that  has,  a  little  narrow 
harbour  deep  enough  to  receive  ihips  of  the  greateft 
burthen.  It  has  a  fmall  trade  in  dry  fift-*,  which  ai^e 
fold  to  the  inland  countries  and  villages. 

Bombay  an  ifjand  belon.ging  to  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land,, is  the  next  place  of  confequence  ;  near  it  is  the 
ifland  of  Elephanta  remarkable  for  a  furprifing  tem- 
j)le  cut  out  ot  a  rock. 

VOL.   YI.  S 
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Farther  to  the  fouth  is  Chaul,  a  town  belongirrg 
to  the  Portuguefe,  fitiiated  on  the  fide  of  a  river  that 
affords  an  harbour  for  fmall  vellels.  The  town  is  ^ 
fortified,  as  isalfo  an  illand  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
harbour.  This  was  once  a  place  of  great  trade^ 
particularly  for  fi:ne  embroidered  quilts  ;  but  is  now 
miferably  poor. 

Faffing  by  feveral  inconfiderable  towns  on  thecoaft„ 
yOu  come  to  Goa  the  metropolis  of  the  Portuguefe 
dominions  in  India,  fituated  in  an  ifland  about 
twelve  miles  long,  and  fix  broad.  It  has  a  fine  fait 
water  river,  capable  of  receiving  fljips  of  the  largeft 
fizCi  which  lie  within  a  mile  of  the  town.  The 
banks  of  the  river  are  adorned  with  noble  ftrudtures^ 
as  churches,  cafl;les,  and  gentlemen's  houfes;  but  the 
air  of  the  city  being  reckoned  unwholfome,  it  is  not 
well  inhabited-  The  viceroy's  palace  is  a  fine  edifice 
within  a  piftol  (hot  of  the  river,  over  one  of  the  city 
gates  that  opens  into  a  noble  fpacious  fi:reet  about^ 
half  a  mile  long,  terminated  by  a  beautiful  church 
called  Mifericordia.  There  are  indeed  fo  many 
churches,  convents  and  chapels,  that  one  half  of 
them  would  be  fufficient  for  a  much  larger  and 
better  peopled  city.  Mofl;  of  thcfe  ftru^ures  are 
lyuilt  and  adorned  on  the  infide  with  aftonilhing  mag- 
nificence ;  the  king  of  Portugal  having  affigned  re- 
Venues  to  all  the  churchesj  and  penfions  to  all  the 
communities  in  proportion  to  their  numbers.  The 
Jefuits  alone  had  lately  five  houfes  all  very  rich. 

Of  all  the  churches  in  and  about  Goa,  none  have 
glafs  windows,  except  one  in  the  city  dedicated  to 
St.  Alexander,  the  refl:  have  panes  of  tranfparent 
oyfter-fhells,  as  have  Hkewife  all  their  ftately  houfes. 
There  is  here  Hkewife  a  fine  hofpitaJ.  Every  church 
has  a  fet  of  bells,  fome  of  which  are  continually 
ringing.  The  market-place,  which  ftands  near  the 
church  Mifericordia,  is  about  an  acre  fquare,  and  in 
it  are  fold  moft  things  produced  in  that  country } 
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and  in  the  Hiops  about  it  may  be  had  the  procjiuce  of 
Europe,  China,  Bengal,  and  other  countries  of  left 
note.  The  viceroy  generally  rcfides  at  the  powder- 
houCe,  about  two  miles  below  the  city,  on  account 
of  fome  rprings  of  water,  efteemed  the  bell  in  th*.; 
ifland. 

The  eftablillied  religion  is  that  of  the  church  of 
Pome,  and  here  are  its  moft  zealous  bigots.  They 
have  here  the  court  of  inquilition,  which  proceeds 
with  the  greateft  feverity  againft  all  whoa?  the  mer- 
cilefs  inquifitors  fufpeiSt  of  being  guilty  of  hejrefy  ; 
and  yet  their  Indian  converts  are  indulged  in  their 
abftaining  from  cows  fleih,  on  account  of  the  peculiar 
veneration  paid  to  that  beaft  by  the  Qentoos  ;  and 
though  the  feverity  of  the  inqujfitioR  awes  both  the 
iclergy  and  the  laity,  many  Gentoos  are  fuffered  to 
dwell  in  the  city,  where  they  are  tolerated  on  account 
of  their  being  more  induftrious  than  the  Portuguef^ 
Chriftians ;  but  the  mercantile  part  of  them  are  very 
fubje<5l  to  the  infults  of  the  Portuguefe ;  f(?r  it  ijs 
dangerous  for  them  either  to  refufe  their  goods,  or 
to  aik  for  their  money  when  it  is  due,  for  fear  of  a 
baftinado,  and  fomet.imes  worfe  confequences :  this 
renders  the  circulation  of  trade  very  incpnfjder- 
able. 

The  clergy  at  Gjoa  are  very  n.umerous  and  illiter- 
ate, and  a  great  burthen  to  the  ftate.  The  firft  or 
grand  inquifitor  is  always  a  fecular  prieft,  who  pre- 
tends to  have  the  fole  right  of  being  carried  in  a 
palanquin,  and  has  much  more  refpedl  paid  him 
than  the  archbiiliop  or  the  viceroy.  His  authority 
extends  over  all  perfons,  laymep,  and  eeclefiaftics, 
except  the  archbilhop,  his  grand  vicar,  who  is  al- 
ways a  bilhop,  the  viceroy,  and  the  governors  who 
reprefent  him  ;  but  even  thefe  he  may  caufe  to  be 
arretted,  and  begin  their  procefTes,  after  he  has  in- 
formed the  court  pf  Portugal  of  the  crimes  laid  to 
their  charge.  His  palace,  as  well  as  that  of  th? 
H'jceroy,  is  very  magnificent:  his  houfhold^  confifts 
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of  gentlemen,  equeraries,  pages,  footmen,  and  a  great 
number  of  other  domeftics.  The  fccond  inquiiitor 
is  a  Dominican;  and  the  other  officers  called  deputies 
of  the  holy  office,  are  talien  from  among  the  Domini- 
cans, Auguftins,  and  bare-headed  Carmelities.  The 
houfes  of  the  Portuguefe  are  large,  arid  their  outlides 
magnificent  ;  but  within  they  are  poorly  furndhed, 
and  they  keep  very  mean  tables.  Caj)t.  Hamilton 
fays,  that  he  has  ftood  on  a  little  hill  near  the  city, 
and  counted  near  eighty  churches,  convents,  and 
monafteries,  and  he  was  informed  that  in  the  city 
and  its  diftri<5ts,  which  flretched  twenty  miles  along 
the  coaft  of  the  continent,  and  fifteen  miles  within 
land,  there  are  no  fewer  than  30,000  moijks  and 
churchmen,  who  live  idly  and  luxuriouily  on  the 
labour  of  the  miferable  laity:  for  here  the  t3ranny 
and  oppreffion  of  the  domineering  clergy  are  infup- 
portable. 

There  grows  in  the  ifland  of  Goa  a  very  lingular 
vegetable,  called  the  forrowful  tree,  becaule  it  flou- 
rifhes  only  in  the  night.  At  fup.fet,  no  fiowers  are 
to  be  feen,  and  half  an  hour  after  it  is  quite  full  of 
tliern.  They  yield  a  fweet  ftneli,  but  ialf  no  longer 
than  the  fun  begins  to  (bine  on  the  tree,  then  Ibme 
of  them  fail  off,  and  others  clofe  up;  and  this  con- 
tinues the  whole  year.  It  is  nearly  as  large  as  the 
prune  tree,  and  its  leaves  refemble  thofe  of  the 
orange.  It  is  commonly  planted  in  the  courts  of 
houfes  to  have  the  advantage  of  their  ihade  and 
fmelL 

The  country  about  Goa  has  little  corn,  but  pro- 
duces fome  excellent  fruits,  particularly  the  mango 
is  reckoned  the  largeit  and  moft  delicious  of  any  in 
the  world  ;  their  jambo  malacca  is  very  beautiful  and 
pleafant.  The  little  trade  they  have  is  moftiy  for 
their  arrack,  which  they  diltil  from  toddy  of  the  co- 
coa-nut-tree, which  grows  in  great  abund.tnce  in  the 
territories  of  Goa. 
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To  the  fouthward  of  the  kingdom  of  Vifapour,  in 
which  Goa  is  fituated,  is  the  city  of  Narfmg,  which 
others  call  Chandegri  or  Bilbagar.  This  is  the  capi- 
tal of  the  kingdom  of  Bifnagar,  built  on  the  fum- 
mit  of  a  high  mountain,  it  is  furrounded  with  a 
triple  row  of  walls,  the  laft  of  which  is  more  than 
three  leagues  in  circuit.  The  prince's  palace  is  lofty, 
fpacious,  magnificent,  and  environed  with  large  and 
deep  ditches.  None  are  fuiFered  to  enter  the  fortrefs 
without  his  exprefs  permillion.  He  allows  Europeans, 
and  other  ftrangers,  to  pais  fome  days  in  the  city  in 
the  quality  of  travellers  ;  but  none  are  permitted  to 
fettle  there  for  the  fake  of  trade.  Flowever,  many 
have  ftaid  there  long  enough  to  inform  us  that  there 
is  no  place  in  the  Indies,  where  juftice  is  fo  impartial- 
ly adminiftered. 

The  king  of  Bifnagar  takes  the  title  of  king  of 
kings,  and  hulband  of  a  thoufand  wives  ;  and  has 
fometimes  made  war  to  maintain  thefe  ridiculous  ti- 
tles. He  has  many  fortified  places  ;  but  his  cannon 
are  not  made  like  ours;  they  are  formed  of  thick 
plates  of  iron,  joined  together,  and  fixed  with  iron 
hoops  like  hogflieads.  Every  year  he  vifits  his  king- 
dom, and  reviews  his  troops,  who  honour  him  as  a 
god.  He  can  raife  100,000  infantry,  30,000  cavalry, 
and  700  elephants.  The  inhabitants  are  pagans,  and 
worfhip  the  fun  in  particular,  in  honour  of  whoui 
they  have  a  grand  feftival  every  year.  In  the  inland 
part  of  the  kingdom  are  many  cities;  but  it  will  be 
fuflficient  to  mention  Rafconde  above  Bifnagar,  which 
is  a  mine  of  the  richeft  diamonds  in  ail  the  Indies  ; 
Gandecot  and  Bezouer,  famous  for  the  number,  lin- 
gularity,  and  magnificence  of  •  their  pagods  ;  and 
many  other  places  whofe  fields  produce  pepper,  gan- 
ger, rhubarb,  fugar,  cocoa-nuts,  pain:) -trees,  and 
rice  in  abundance. 

The  next  place  of  note  is  Carwar,  which  has  the 
advantage  of  a  good  harbour,  and  a  river  capable  of 
receiving  Ihips  of  300  tons   burthen.     The  Eiiglifa 
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have  a  factory  here  fortified  by  two  baftions,  and 
fome  cannon  for  its  defence.  The  valleys  abound  in 
corn  and  pepper  ;  and  the  woods  on  the  mountains 
with  many  forts  of  wild  beafts,  as  tygers,  wolves, 
monkies,  wild-hogs,  deer,  elks,  and  cows  of  a  pro- 
digious  fize.  There  are  leveral  fpecies  of  the  tyger, 
the  largeft  of  which  is  lefs  greedy  pf  human  flefti  than 
the  others.  Mr.  Hamilton  fays,  that  he  was  once 
here  in  the  woods  with  his  fuzee,  v^hen  a  fmall  rain 
happening  to  fall,  damped  his  powder,  which  was 
only  wrapt  up  in  paper:  his  gun  being  ufelefs  he 
Itruck  into  a  foot  path,  which  led  from  the  mountain 
to  the  fadtory  ;  but  he  had  not  gone  tar,  when  he 
efpyed  a  very  large  tyger  in  the  fame  path,  with  his 
face  towards  him.  The  tyger  no  fooner  faw  him, 
than  he  fquatted  with  his  belly  to  the  ground,  and 
"wagging  his  tail,  crawled  (lowly  tp  meet  him.  Mr. 
Hamilton,  thinking  it  in  vain  to  fly,  walked  leifurely 
forward,  till  he  came  within  ten  yards  of  him,  and 
then  clubbing  his  piece,  made  what  noife  he  could 
to  trighten  him,  on  v/hich  the  beaft  rulhed  into  a 
thicket,  and  leaving  the  road  free,  Mr.  Hamilton 
efcaped  with  no  other  harm,  than  being  very  much 
terrified. 

The  chief  of  the  Englifh  faftory  is  much  efleemeci 
in  the  country,  and  when  he  goes  a  hunting  is  general- 
ly accompanied  by  moft  of  the  people  of  diftin;6i:ion  in 
that  neighbourhood,  attended  by  their  fervants  and 
vaflals  well  armed,  and  with  trumpets,  hautboys, 
and  drums.  The  men  with  fire  arms  place  thera- 
felvcs  at  convenient  diftances  along  the  fi^irts  of  a 
hill  or  wood,  and  others  are  fent  with  loud  mufic  to 
jouze  the  game,  who  fpread  themlelves  for  a  mile  or 
two,  and  on  a  figna!  given,  ftrike  up  at  once,  and 
march  towards  the  fkirts  of  the  wood  or  hill  where 
the  muiketeers  are  placed.  The  wild  inhabitants, 
aftoniihed  at  the  unufual  noife,  fly  before  the  mufic 
and  fall  into  the  ambufcade,  when  many  of  them  are 
killed.     Mr.  Hamilton  was  prefent  at  one  of  thele 
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huntings,  \vhen  a  dozen  of  deer  were  fhot ;  befides 
two  wild  cows,  with  their  calves  who  would  not  leave 
their  dead  parents,  though  they  had  done  fackling, 
and  four  or  five  fows,  that  had  above  a  dozen  of  pigs, 
were  all  killed. 

Farther  to  the  fouth  is  the  province  of  Canara, 
which  has  feveral  cuftoms  peculiar  to  itfelf.  Its  mod 
northerly  port  is  Onoar,  which  has  a  river  deep 
enough  for  fliips  of  two  or  300  tons,  and  it  has  an 
ancient  caftle  on  a  low  hill  built  by  the  Portuguefe, 
when  they  were  lords  of  the  coaft  of  India;  but  the 
raja  of  Canara  blocked  them  up  in  the  caftle,  until 
hunger  forced  them  to  furrender.  The  eftabliflied 
religion  is  the  pagan,  and  thei'e  is  here  a  temple 
annually  vifited  by  great  numbers  of  pilgrims.  The 
image  is  fometimes  carried  in  proceffion.  This  idol, 
which  rather  refembles  a  monkey  than  a  man,  is  put 
into  a  vehicle  in  the  form  of  a  tower,  in  which  are 
alfo  eight  or  ten  priefts  employed  in  linging  his 
praifes.  This  vehicle  has  four  wheels,  and  is  drawn 
with  a  thick  rope  through  the  ftreets,  by  a  number 
€?f  people,  attended  by  a  great  mob. 

This  is  faid  to  be  the  country  in  which  the  cuftoni 
of  burning  widows  was  firft  introduced,  and  where  it 
is  ftill  pradifed.  Mr.  Hamilton  fays,  that  he  faw  it 
performed  feveral  ways.  They  dig  a  pit  about  ten 
feet  long  and  fix  broad,  which  they  fill  with  logs  of 
wood.  One  great  piece  is  let  at  the  brim,  ready  to 
fall  down  on  pulling  a  cord.  When  all  is  ready,  a, 
^reat  quantity  of  oil  or  butter  is  thrown  on  the  wood, 
and  the  corpfe  of  the  hufband  placed  about  the  mid- 
dle of  the  pile,  and  fire  being  fet  to  it,  it  is  inftantiy 
in  a  blaze.  The  wife  then  taking  leave  of  all  hef 
friends,  the  drums,  trumpets,  and  hautboys  firike 
up,  when  walking  two  or  three  times  round  the 
pile,  flie  leaps  in  upon  the  corpfe. 

In  other  parts  they  ufe  no  pits  ;  but  a  pile  is  built; 
the  corpfe  is  laid  on  it  ;  and  the  vic^tiai  diincing 
round  it  forlbme  time,  to  the  found  of  loud  mufic^ 
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leaps  in  ;  and,  if  flie  hefitates,  the  priefts  pufh  hrf 
in  witii  long  poles,  making  inch  an  hideous  noife 
that  fhe  cannot  be  heard  ;  and  all  the  while  flie  i;^ 
btn^ning,  the  piiefts  dance  round  the  fire.  I  heard 
a  ftcry^.  f;iys  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  a  lady  who  had  re- 
ceived addrelTes  from  a  gentleman,  that  afterwards 
deferted  her,  and  fne  was  obliged  by  her  relationsto 
marry  another,  who  dying  foon  after  the  marriage, 
{he  waSj  acco?\iing  to  cultoni,  to  be  laid  on  the  pile. 
The  fire  being  well  Icindled,  Ihe  was  going  to  a.61 
the  tragedy  on  herfelf,  when  Iheobferved  her  former 
admirer,  and  beckoned  him  to  come  to  her.  When 
he  came,  fne  took  him  in  her  arms,  as  if  flie  had  a 
mind  to  embrace  him^  and  being  Ih'onger  than  lie, 
ruihcd  with  him  into  the  flames,  where  they  were 
both  confriraed  with  the  corpfe  of  her  huiband. 

A  very  ingenious  author  of  great  reputation,  takes 
notice  that  there  are  none  of  the  ahnoii:  infinite 
number  of  travellers  v/ho  have  paffed  through  India^ 
who  do  not  mention  the  abominable  cuftom  of  the 
Women  publicly  burning  themfelves  at  the  death  of 
their  hufDands,  in  fpite  of  the  mogul  Mahometans, 
"who  have  endeavoured  to  abolifii  this  barbarous  cere- 
mony. Mandeilo,  a  traveller  of  great  learning  and 
ATracity,  was  prefent  at  one  of  thefe  funeral  rites  at 
Cambaya,  and  fpeaks  of  it  thus:  ^'^  A  young  woman 
*'  twenty  years  of  age  having  been  informed  that 
*'  her  fpoufe  had  died  at  200  leagues  diftance,  refolved 
*^  to  celebrate  hisobfequies  by  burning  herfelf  alive. 
**  in  vain  was  it  reprefented  to  her,  that  the  news 
*'  was  uncertain  ;  nothing  was  capable  of  making 
"  her  change  the  refolution  fhe  had  taken.  We 
"  law  her  arrive  at  the  place  of  her  fufFering  with 
"  fo  extraordinary  a  gaiety  and  confidence,  that  I 
«'  was  perfuadcd  (lie  had  ftupified  her  fenfes  witia 
"  opium,  which  is  commonly  ufed  in  the  Indies. 
**■  At  the  head  of  the  retinue  which  accompanied 
*'  her,  was  a  band  oF  the  country  mulic,  compofed 
'*"  of  hautboys  and  kettledrums.     After  that  cams 
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**"  feveral  married  women  and  maids,  finging  and 
"  dancing  before  the  widow,  who  was  dreiied  ia 
"  her  richeft  clothes,  and  had  her  neck,  fingers, 
**■  arms,  and  legs,  loaded  with  rich  jewels  and  brace- 
*'  lets.  A  troop  of  men,  women,  and  childrea 
*'  followed,  and  clofed  the  proceilion.  She  had 
*^  wafhed  herfelf  before  in  the  river,  that  (lie  might 
*'  join  her  hufband  without  any  defilement  or  ilain. 
*'  The  funeral  pile  was  made  of  apricot  wood,  with 
''  which  they  had  mixed  branches  of  fan  iai  and 
''  cinnamon.  She  beheld  it  from  afar  with  an  eye 
'*■  of  contempt,  and  approached  it  without  being 
"  difturbed  ;  Ihe  took  leave  of  her  friends  and  re- 
*'  lations,  and  dillributed  her  ornaments  amongft 
"■  them,  i  kept  myfelf  near  her  on  horleback,  along 
'*^  with  two  Englilh  merchants.  J^'dging,  perhaps, 
"  by  my  countenance  that  I  was  i'oi'ry  ror  her,  to 
*'  comfort  me,  fhe  threw  m.e  one  of  her  bracelets, 
"■  which  I  luckily  catched  hold  of  When  "Ihe  was 
"^  feated  on  the  top  of  the  pile,  they  fet  fire  to  it, 
*'  and  flie  poured  on  her  head  a  vefTei  of  fweet  fmell- 
*^  ing  oil,  which  the  fiame  immediately  feized  on: 
''  thus  llie  was  ftifled  in  a  moment,  without  being 
*'  obferved  to  alter  her  countenance.  Some  of  the 
''  aiiiftants  threw  in  feveral  cruifes  of  oil  to  en- 
''  creafe  the  fire,  and  filled  the  air  with  frightful 
*'  cries.  When  (lie  was  entirely  confumed,  herafncs 
*'  were  thrown  into  the  river." 

It  is  generally  laid,  that  this  barbarous  cuftom 
was  introduced  by  the  Indians  to  put  a  ftop  to  the 
cruelty  of  their  wives,  who  from  jealoufy  frequently 
poiibned  their  hufoands.  Mr.  Grofe,  however, 
maintains  that  this  opinion  is  an  over  refinement  of 
conje6lure,  as  falie  as  it  is  injurious  to  the  women  of 
the  country,  no  fuch  pradice  being  either  attellcd 
by  credible  tradition,  or  warranted  by  the  behaviour 
of  the  other  Indian  women  not  fubjected  to  thiscuf- 
tom,  and  who  are  gencrall}'^  too  foft  and  tender  to 
incur  even  the  fulpicign  of  fuch  deteftable  barbarity. 

VOL.    VI.  T 
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He  rather  attributes  it  to  the  artifices  of  the  bramins^ 
and  the  dreadful  power  of  a  religious  phrenzy  ;  and 
Mr.  Mandeflo  obferves,  that  they  have  always  had 
the  precaution  to  animate  their  courage  by  alFuring 
them,  that  thofe  who  have  the  noble  generofity  to 
facrlfice  themfelves  to  the  manes  of  their  hulbands, 
fhall  live  with  them  in  the  other  world,  feven  times 
as  long,  and  with  feven  times  the  pleafure  they  have 
done  in  this, 

There  are,  however,  fome  faint-hearted  girls  who 
have  not  the  courage  to  accompany  their  fpoufes 
into  an  unknown  world  j  but  rather  choofe  to  live 
in  this  though  under  the  badge  of  infamy  and 
Ilia  me. 

The  country  of  Canara  is  generally  governed  by  a 
queen,  who  keeps  her  court  at  a  town  called  Bay- 
dour,  two  days  journey  from  the  fea.  She  may 
marry  whom  Ihe  pleafes ;  but  her  hufband  never 
gets  the  title  of  rajah„  though  if  (he  has  fons,  the 
eldeft  of  them  does :  but  neither  the  hulband  nor 
the  fons  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  management 
of  the  government  while  fhe  lives:  nor  are  thfe 
queens  obliged  to  burn  themfelves  With  their  deceaf- 
ed  hulbands. 

The  people  here  obferve  the  laws  fo  well,  that 
robbery  or  murder  are  hardly  ever  heard  of  among 
them,  and  a  ftranger  may  pafs  with  the  utmoft  fafety 
through  the  country.  No  man  is  permitted  to  ride 
on  a  horfe  or  mule,  or  an  elephant,  except  officers 
of  flate,  and  foldiers  3  but  others  are  allowed  to  ride 
on  buffaloes  and  ox^n  :  and  none  are  permitted  to 
have  umbrellas  carried  over  them  by  fervants  ;  but 
if  the  fun  or  rain  offends  them,  they  mufl;  carry  them 
themfelves.  But  in  all  other  things  they  enjoy 
liberty. 

The  next  fea-port  to  the  fouthward  of  Onoar,  is 
Batacola,  which  has  the  remains  of  a  very  large  city, 
that  (lands  on  a  fmall  river,  about  four  miles  dif- 
tance  from  the  fea  :  but  there  is  nothing  worth  notice, 
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except  ten'  or  eleven  fmall  pagods  or  temples  cover- 
ed with  copper  or  ftone.  The  country  produces 
good  quantities  of  pepper,  and  the  Englilh  com- 
pany had  a  factory  there  :  but  about  the  year  1670, 
an  Englilh  fliip  coming  there  to  trade,  had  a  fine 
Englifh  bull-dog,  which  the  chief  of  the  faftory 
begged  of  the  captain.  After  the  fhip  was  gone, 
the  fadlory,  which  confifted  of  eighteen  perfons, 
going  a  hunting,  took  the  bull-dog  with  them;  and 
palling  through  the  town  the  dog  feized  a  cow  de- 
voted to  a  pagod,  and  killed  her.  The  priefts  en- 
raged at  the  profanation,  raifed  a  mob  to  revenge 
the  facred  animal,  who  murdered  the  whole  fadlory  ; 
but  fome  natives  who  were  friends  tp  the  Englilh, 
made  a  large  grave  and  buried  them  all  in  it.  The 
chief  of  the  Englilh  fa6tory  of  Carwar,  afterwards 
fent  a  ftone  to  put  over  the  grave,  with  an  infcription, 
that  this  is  the  burial  place  of  John  Beft,  with 
feventeen  other  Englilhmen,  who  were  facriiiced  to 
the  fury  of  a  mad  priefthood,  and  enraged  mob. 
The  Englifli  never  fettled  there  again  :  but  often 
call  there  to  buy  pepper. 

The  next  town  to  the  fouthward  of  Batacola,  is 
Barceloar,  which  ftands  on  the  banks  of  a  broad 
river  about  four  miles  from  the  fea.  The  Dutch  have 
a  fa6lory  here  only  to  buy  up  rice  for  the  Malabar 
coaft,  about  five  miles  from  the  river's  mouth.  The 
Portuguefe  alfo  get  fupplies  of  rice  here  for  Goa, 
and  bring  back  in  return,  horfes,  dates,  pearls,  and 
other  merchandize  of  the  produce  of  Arabia.  To 
the  fouthward  of  Mangulore,  is  a  road  leading  to 
that  town  eight  or  ten  miles  long,  planted  with  four 
rows  of  large  trees,  which  all  the  way  afford  the 
traveller  an  agreeable  Ihade,  and  in  feve-ral  places 
are  huts  where  fome  old  people  flay  in  the  day  time, 
with  jars  of  fine  clear  water,  for  the  palTengers  to 
drink  gratis  at  tl^e  charge  of  the  ftate. 

Mangulore  is  the  greateft  mart  for  trade  in  all  the 
Canara  dominions.     The  Portuguefe  have  a  faftory 
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for  rice  here,  and  a  pretty  large  church  ;  but  both 
the  priefts  and  the  laity  are  very  debauched.  The 
town  is  poorly  built,  and  is  only  defended  by  two 
fniall  forts.  The  fields  annually  bear  two  crops  of 
corn  in  the  plains ;  and  the  higher  grounds  produce 
pepper,  betel  nut,  and  fandal-wood. 

Malabar  is  a  pretty  large  country,  divided  into 
many  principalities.  It  produces  little  corn ,  but 
has  a  great  number  of  cocoa-nut  and  areca-trees, 
oi  the  fruit  of  which  the  inhabitants  make  great 
advantage.  The  woods  produce  feveral  forts  of  tim- 
ber, and  a  variety  of  drugs ;  they  are  alfo  well  ftored 
with  ganie. 

Cananor,  a  town  in  this  country,  formerly  be- 
loiiged  to  the  crown  of  Portugal  ;  but  in  1660,  th^ 
Dutch  took  the  fort,  and  having  added  a  large  cur- 
tain with  two  royal  baftions,  demoliflied  the  town, 
and  Hill  continuing  mafters  of  the  fort,  they  carry 
on  a  fmall  trade  there. 

Tillicherry  is  a  town  fituated  farther  to  the  fouth, 
where  the  Englilh  Eaft- India  company  have  a  fac- 
tory pretty  well  fortified  with  ftone  walls  and  cannon. 
The  town  ftands  at  the  back  of  the  fort,  and  is  fur- 
rounded  with  a  ftone  wall.  The  eftablifhed  religion 
of  the  country  is  paganifm ;  but  there  are  a  few 
black  Chriftians  that  live  under  the  protedtion  of  the 
faciory,  and  fome  of  them  ferve  for  foldiers  in  the 
garrifon. 

Calicut  is  the  capital  of  a  conftderable  kingdom  on 
the  coaft  of  Malabar,  the  fovereign  of  which  takes 
the  title  of  zamorin,  which  in  his  language  fignifies 
emperor,  this  city  is  faid  to  be  three  leagues  in 
circuit,  though  it  is  not  furrounded  with  walls  ;  it  is 
fuppofed  to  contain  6000  houfes,  moft  of  which  are 
placed  by  themfelves,  and  at  a  fuificient  diftancefrom 
one  another  to  have  a  garden. 

A  merchant  may  purchafe  a  houfe  for  twenty 
crowns,  and  thofe  for  the  common  people  coft  but 
two.     It  is  true,  they  are  only  built  of  large  pieces 
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of  earth  cut  in  fquares,  and  dried  in  the  fun,  and  are 
no  more  than  feven  or  eight  feet  high  ;  but  the 
prince  has  a  palace  built  of  ftone.  He  is  reckoned 
the  moft  powerful  fovereign  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar^ 
and  can  bring  an  hundred  thoufand  men  into  th^ 
field,  though  his  dominions  do  not  extend  above  22 
leagues  along  the  coatt,  and  at  moft  30  or  40  leagues 
to  the  mountains. 

When  the  zamorin  marries,  he  muft  not  cohabit 
with  his  bride,  till  the  namboury  or  chief  pried  ha^ 
enjoyed  her  ;  for  which  that  prieft  receives  five-hun- 
dred crowns,  and  if  he  pleafes  he  riiay  have  her 
company  three  nights  ;  becaufe  the  fruits  of  her 
nuptials  muft  bean  holy  oblation  to  the  god  (lie  wor- 
ftiips.  The  naires  or  nobles  who  marry  a  maid  are 
fo  complaifant  as  to  pay  the  clergy  for  the  fame  fa- 
vour. 

'■'  But  this  is  not  the  only  lingular  cuftom  with  refpe<5): 
to  marriage.  The  daughters  of  the  naires  may  marry 
feven,  and  fome  fay  twelve  huftjands  ;  but  they  muft 
be  all  of  the  fame  caft  or  tribe,  under  the  pain  of 
degradation,  if  ftie  marries  into  a  lower  tribe.  When 
a  woman  is  married  to  the  ifirft  of  her  huibands,  ftie 
has  an  houfe  built  for  her  convenience,  and  that 
hufband  cohabits  with  her  till  Ihe  takes  a  fecond,  or 
fo  many  as  flie  is  prefcribed  bylaw.  The  huibands 
agree  very  well ;  for  they  cohabit  with  her  by  turn, 
according  to  their  priority  of  marriage,  each  eight 
or  ten  days,  or  as  they  can  fix  the  term  among  them- 
felvcs  ;  and  he  who  lives  with  her,  during  that  time, 
provides  for  her  fupport.  When  the  man  who  cohabits 
with  her,  goes  into  her  houfe,  he  leaves  his  arms  at 
the  door,  and  none  dare  remove  them,  or  enter  the 
houfe  on  pain  of  death  ;  but  if  there  are  no  arms  t® 
guard  the  door,  any  acquaintance  may  freely  vifit 
her.  AH  the  time  of  cohabition,  Ihe  ferves  her  huf- 
band as  purveyor  and  cook  ;  flie  alfo  takes  care  to 
keep  his  clothes  and  arms  clean.  When  flie  proves 
with  child,  {he  nominates  its  father,  who  takes  care 
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of  its  education,  after  fhe  has  fuckled  it,  and  taught 
it  to  walk  and  fpeak:  but  from  the  inapoflibility  of 
^Higning  the  true  heir,  the  eftates  of  the  hulbands 
defcend  to  their  fillers  children,  and  if  there  are 
none,  to  the  neareft  in  blood  to  the  grandmother. 

This  account,  however  improbably  it  may  appear, 
IS  mentioned  by  feveral  good  authors ;  the  celebrated 
Baron  de  Montefquieu  treating  of  this  cuftom,  ac- 
counts for  its  origin  thus.  The  naires  are  the  tribe 
"  of  nobles,  who  are  foldiers  of  all  thofe  nations. 
'*■  In  Europe,  foldiers  are  forbid  to  marry :  in  Ma- 
*'  labar,  where  the  climate  requires  greater  indul- 
"  gence,  they  are  fatisficd  with  rendering  marriage 
''  as  little  burthenfome  as  pollible  ;  they  give  a  wife 
*'  among  many  men,  which  confequently  diminiflies 
''  the  attachment  to  a  family,  and  the  cares  of  houfe^ 
*'  keeping,  and  leaves  them  in  the  free  pofTeflion  of 
*'  a  military  fpirit." 

Calicut  is  a  plain  level  country,  well  watered, 
and  abounding  in  pepper  and  ginger.  The  Engliih 
company  were  formerly  fo  well  refpe6ted  here,  that 
if  any  debtor  went  into  their  factory  for  protection, 
none  durft  prefume  to  go  thereto  djfturd  them.  This 
fadory  is  now  removed  to  Tillicherry. 

Still  farther  to  the  fouth  is  the  kingdom  of  Cochin, 
where  the  Dutch  have  a  fmall  fort  at  Cranganore  on 
the  bank  of  a  large  river,  at  about  a  league  diftant 
from  the  fea.  The  firft  Europeans  that  fettled  in 
Cochin,  were  the  Portuguefe,  who  built  a  fine  city 
on  the  fide  of  a  river,  which  Hands  fo  pleafantly, 
that  they  had  a  common  faying,  **  That  China  was 
**  a  place  to  get  money  in,  and  Cochin  to  fpend 
*'  it;"  for  the  great  number  of  canals  made  by  the 
rivers  and  illands  afford  the  diverfion  of  filhing  and 
fowling ;  and  the  mountains  are  well  ilored  with 
game.  This  city  was  taken  by  the  Dutch  in  1660, 
who  fiill  continue  mafters  of  the  place,  and  have  fuch 
authority,  that  the  king  of  Cochin  may  be  confidered 
as  their  vafTal. 
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There  is  here  a  place  on  the  fide  of  a  river,  called 
Hell's  Mouth.  This  is  a  cave  about  four  yards 
broad  and  three  high,  hewn  out  of  a  fpiingy  iron- 
coloured  rock.  Capt.  Hamilton  went  into  it  with  a 
lanthorn,  and  pafTed  ftrait  forward  near  two  hundred 
yards;  but  faw  no  end  to  it.  It  is  inhabited  by  fnakea 
jand  bats,  who  were  frighted  by  the  light ;  and  the 
captain,  as  well  as  thofe  who  attended  him,  being 
"tired  of  their  company,  they  returned  hack.  There 
is  no  tradition  of  the  defign  for  which  it  was  made. 

Coilcoiloan  and  Coiioan,  are  two  fmall  principali- 
ties, in  each  of  which  the  Dutch  have  a  fort. 

At  Erwa,  two  leagues  to  the  fouth ward  of  Coiloan, 
the  Danes  have  a  fmall  fa6lory  on  the  fea  fide  ;  but 
it  has  a  very  confiderable  trade. 

Two  leagues  farther  to  thefouth  is  Aujengo,  a  fort 
built  by  the  Englifh  on  a  fandy  foundation,  and  na- 
turally fortified  by  the  fea  on  one  fide,  and  a  little 
river  on  the  other  ;  but  there  is  not  a  drop  of  water 
fit  for  drinking  to  be  had  within  a  league  ofit.  It  is 
in  the  dominions  of  the  queen  of  Attingo.  who  is  an 
hereditary  fovereign.  By  the  confi:itution  of  the 
country,  it  is  to  be  always  governed  by  a  queen,  v.  ho 
is  not  to  marry  ;  but  that  heirefi^es  of  her  blood  may 
not  be  wanting,  flie  may  chufe  whom,  and  as  many  as 
file  pleafes  to  admit  to  the  honour  of  her  bed.  The 
handfomeft  young  men  about  the  court  generally 
compofe  her  feraglio.  The  fons  are  in  the  rank  of 
nobility,  and  the  daughters  alone  can  pretend  to  the 
fuccellion. 

From  fuch  ftrange  cuftoms,  fays  an  ingenjous  au- 
thor, it  might  naturally  be  concluded  that  the  inha- 
bitants of  Malabar  are  as  ignorant  as  the  favages  of 
America.  Yet  this  is  far  from  being  the  cafe.  The 
Malabars  have,  in  general,  a  politenefsof  behaviour, 
and  a  flirewdnefs  in  difcerning  their  own  intereft, 
which  thofe  who  deal  or  treat  with  them  are  fure  to 
experience.  Like  mofl:  of  the  Orientals,  they  are 
grave,  know  perfectly  how  to   keep  up  their  dignity. 
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and  diftruft  all  verbofenefs  in  their  public  affairs.  A 
king  of  Travancore,  on  two  ambafladors  being  fent 
him  by  the  naick  of  Madura,  a  neighbouring  prince, 
and  one  of  them  having  made  a  prolix  fpeech,  and 
the  other  beginning  to  proceed  where  the  other  had 
left  off,  auflerely  admoniflied  him  in  thefe  words, 
"  Do  not  be  long ;  life  is  Ihort." 
,  Moft  of  the  Malabars,  of  both  fexes,  are  particu- 
larly fond  of  having  their  ears  hang  almoft  as  low  as 
their  fhoulders,  which  is  done  while  they  are  young, 
by  boring  the  lobes,  and  introducing  into  them  a  flip 
of  a  brab  tree- leaf  rolled  up,  and  renewed  in  propor- 
tion as  the  hole  grows  wider.  When  greatly  ftretch- 
ed,  they  adorn  them  with  heavy  pendants,  and  in  the 
upper  part  ftick  jewels  of  value,  according  to  their 
circumftances. 

Twelve  leagues  farther  to  the  fouth  is  Tegnapa- 
tam,  where  the  Dutch  have  another  fa6tory.  This 
country  extends  to  Cape  Comorin,  and  is  bounded 
on  the  eaft  by  the  mountains  of  Gate,  which  run 
about  30  leagues  from  the  fea,  through  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  Malabar,  and  in  a  manner  feem  to  divide  the 
peninfula  into  twofeparate  worlds  ;  for  all  our  travel- 
lers agree  in  relating  a  circumftance  of  thefe  moun- 
tains, which  experience  alone  could  have  informed 
them  ofj  they  feparate  as  two  feafons  entirely  different 
at  the  fame  time.  Winter  begins  on  the  coaft  of 
Malabar  about  the  end  of  June,  with  a  fouth  eaft 
wind  which  blows  from  the  fea,  and  rages  four  months 
along  the  coaft,  from  Diu  to  Cape  Comorin.  The 
fea  is  then  no  longer  navigable,  and  there  are  few 
harbours  where  the  fhips  can  ride  in  fafety  from  the 
jftorms,  attended  Vv'ith  terrible  thunder  and  lightning, 
which  prevail  at  that  feafon.  Yet  at  the  fame  time 
on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  which  bounds  the 
peninfula  to  the  eaft,  there  is  an  agreeable  fpring, 
and  the  fineft  feafon  of  the  year.  Thus  when  they 
.enjoy  the  fereneft  weather  at  Mafulipatam,  at  Goa 
and  its  neighbourhood  they  feel  all  the  rigours  of 
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the  vfinter  except  froft.  The  fame  happens  at  Men- 
gaior  and  Meliapour,  Cananor  and  Pondicherry, 
and  even  at  Couian  and  Tntucurin,  whicli  are  only 
thn'ty  leagues  diftant.  Thofs  who  travel  by  land 
from  one  coall  to  the  other,  difcover  from  the  top  r-f 
the  hilis  of  Gate,  on  the  one  fide  a  ferene  and  tem- 
perate ajr,  and  on  the  other  a  country  covered  with 
tempelis   and  drowned  with  rains. 

About  the  end  of  October,  the  winter  ceafes  on  the 
fcoafi  oj"  Malabar,  and  almoft  generally  throughout 
the  Indies,  even  in  the  kingdom  of  Orixa  and  Bengal, 
and  begins  on  the  coaft  of  Coroniandel,  where  it  lafts 
four  whole  months,  while  in  the  reft  of  the  country 
the  heavens  a^'e  ferene,  and  the  earth  pours  forth  its 
Ibeautiesand  I'-iches  in  the  greateil:  plenty- 

To  the  fouth  of  Cape  Comorin  is  a  ftreight  between. 
it  and  the  ifiand  of  Ceylon,  iamous  for  the  fifnery, 
where  are  caught  the  fineft  pearls  in  the  indies.  We 
fiiall  pafs  by  feveral  fmall  factories  on  the  Cape  be- 
longing to  the  Dutch  ;  and  Ihall  only  obferve,  that 
about  the  middle  of  the  ftreight  is  a  fmall  iiland 
named  Manaar,  which  the  Dutch  company  have  for- 
tified, and  made  ufe  of  as  a  prifon  for  the  Indian 
princes  who  have  the  misfortune  to  difpleaPe  them. 

The  Srft  place  that  prefents  itfelf  on  leaving  the 
ftreight,  is  Negapatan.  When  the  Portuguefe  firfc 
fettled  in  the  Indies,  it  was  only  a  fmall  village,  of 
which  they  made  a  very  coniidcrable  city,  and  fur- 
rounded  it  with  walls  and  a  ditch.  It  had  many  line 
ph arches,  and  a  college  for  the  Jefuits  ;  but  after 
having  kept  it  about  fixty  years,  the  Dutch  took  it 
from  them  in  1658,  by  the  ailiftance  of  the  king  of 
Tangeor.  The  country  about  is  full  of  pagods, 
fgme  richly  adorned,  but  without  tafte  ;  others  are 
filthy  and  ill  bvMt:  ail  of  them  are  full  of  horrible 
jigures,  which  the  poor  miitaken  natives  worPaip  as 
gods. 

From   hence   ftcering  farther  to  the  north,  yoii 
come  to  Trangjpbar,  a  large  city  bclonglrig  to  the 
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Danes,  fortified  by  a  caftle  and  citadel.  It  has  oHd! 
Catholic,  and  three  Proteftant  churches,  a  mofque, 
and  live  large  pagods.  The  king  of  Denmark  main- 
tains Proteftant  miiiionaries  here.    . 

The  next  place  of  confequence  is  Fort  St.  David^ 
a  colony  and  iortrefs  belonging  to  the  Englifh.  The 
fort  is  pretty  ftrong,  and  its  territories  extend  eight 
miles  along  the  ihore,  and  four  miles  within  the  land. 
The  country  is  pleafant,  fertile^  and  watered  by 
feveral  fmall  rivers.  The  company  have  a  good 
garden,  and  fumraer-houfe^  where  the  governor  gene- 
rally reiides,  and  the  town  has  gardens  to  moft  of 
the  houfes.  The  place  is  fubordinate  to  the  Fort  St. 
George. 

Fpndicherry,  the  next  place  of  note  on  this  coafl^ 
Is  about  five  leagues  to  the  northward  of  Fort  St. 
David.  It  was  taken  by  the  Dutch  in  1693,  but  re- 
Itored  to  the  French  at  the  peace  of  Ryfwic.  Ac* 
cording  to  computation,  there  are  reckoned  in 
Pondicherry  120,000  inhabitants,  Chriftians,  Ma* 
hometans  and  Gentoos.  The  city  has  feveral  great 
magazines,  fix  gates,  a  citadel,  eleven  forts  or  baf- 
tions,  405  pieces  of  cannon  mounted  upon  the  walls^ 
belides  bombs,  mortars^  and  other  pieces  of  artillery 
in  the  arfenal.  The  ftreets  are  llraight,  and  the 
houfes  of  the  Europeans  built  of  brick  in  the  Roman 
falhion  ;  but  only  one  ftory  high.  Thofe  of  the 
Indians,  are  only  of  earth  mixed  with  lime,  made  of 
calcined  oyfter-llielis,  and  form  ftraight  ftreets  not 
void  of  beauty.  They  have  fine  avenues  of  trees> 
in  the  fnade  of  which  the  weavers  work  their  cotton 
fruii's.  The  governor's  is  the  principal  houfe.  To- 
wards the  weft  r-re  the  company's  gardens,  in  which 
are  vifios  of  a  great  length,  with  a  large  building 
richly  furnilhed,  where  ambafTadors  from  Indian 
princes  are  lodged.  The  Jefuits  have  a  line  college, 
in  which  youth  are  taught  reading,  writing,  and  the 
tnathematics^  but  no  Latin.  There  ar^  alfo  fome 
CQnvents^  and  two  pagods^  for  the  ufe  of  the  Gentoos^ 
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;  who  are  poor  and  indefatigably  laborious,  tb,oiigh,in 
I  reaiity,  they  are  the  only  fburce  of  the  riches  of  the 
;|  city   and   country.     The  governor  general    of  the 
;  company,  has  twelve  hoile  guards  clothed  in  fcarlet, 
;  with  black  facings  and  a  border  of  gold  ;  their  cap- 
tain   is  clothed  in   the  fanie  manner,  but  with  lace 
i   on   the  border   and    feams.     He   has  alfo    300  foot 
guards  called  pions.     This  retinue  attends  the  go- 
vernor when   he  receives  a   king,   a  prince,   or   an 
ambalFador  extraordinary,  on  which  occafions  he  is 
carried   by  fix   men  on  a  palanquin,  the  couch  and 
canopy  of  which  are  adorned  with  embroidery  and 
j   talleis  of  gold.     The  company  maintain  aifo  a  coni- 
I   mandant   of  the  infantry,  a  major,  three  companies 
I   of  French    infantry,   and   between    two   and    three 
hundred  topafes,  who  are  people    of  the   country, 
clothed  and  difciplined  in  the  French  manner;   and 
who  have   been   ini"tru6ted  in  the  Catholic  religion. 
The  company,   as  fovereigns  of  Pondicherry,  and 
itsdependancies,  have  the  privilege  of  coining  money. 
The   city  lies  about  forty  or  filty  fathoms  from  the 
fea,  which  is  here  only  a  road,  and  (liips  being  un- 
able to  approach  nearer   the  (liorc  than  the  diitance 
of  a  league,  goods  are  brought  from  them  in   boats, 
which   is  a  very   great  defeat   in  a  city   that  enjoys 
many   advantages.      Livmg  coils    almoft    nothing  ; 
for  butcher's    meat,  wild  fowl.,  and  fiih  are  exceed- 
ingly good,  and  extremely  cheap 

The  next  place  of  confequence  is  Fort  St.  Thomas 
fubje6t  to  PurtugaL  The  city  had  formerly  the  belt 
trade  of  any  place  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel ;  but 
the  Englilh  fettling  at  Fort  St.  George,  were  the 
caufe  of  its  ruin. 

Of  Fort  St.  George,  or  Madrafs,  v/e  have  already 
given,  an  account.  The  Eaft  India  company  now 
enjoys  extraordinary  advantages  here  from  the  fa- 
vour of  the  nabob  and  the  conqueil:  of  all  the  French 
fettlements   except    Pondicherry,   obtained   by   the 
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heroic  bravery  of  General  Clive,  and  the  valour  of 
the  Britiih  navy. 

From  thence  the  Dutch  are  maflers  of  the  upper 
cbaft,  as  far  as  Mafulipatan.  They  have  a  factory  at 
Faiiacate,  to  which  they  have  given  the  name  of 
Gueldres,  and  have  a  conliderable  trade  there  ag 
v^'ell  as  at  Pottapouli. 

Mafulipatan  is  fituated  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Crifna,  and  has  dravvn  merchants  from  all  parts  of 
Europe  to  get  the  painted  calicoes  manufactured 
there,  which  are  more  efteemed  than  any  others  of 
the  Indies.  But  notwithftanding  its  great  trade, 
the  city  is  ill  built,  though  very  populous.  VVhat 
is  related  of  the  heats  felt  there  is  almoft  incredible. 
Annually  in  the  month  of  May,  the  weii:  wind  blows 
during  feven  or  eight  hours  a  day,  the  heat  of  v.hich 
exceeds  that  of  the  fcorcldng  rays  of  the  fun,  and 
refembles  that  felt  when  one  approaclies  near  an  hcufe 
inflames.  Though  tlieir  chambers  are  clofel}'  Ihut 
lip,  the  wood  of  the  chairs,  tables  and  wainfcotting 
are  fo  heated,  that  they  are  obliged  to  throw  Wdter 
upon  them  continually:  but  the  rains  which  fall 
plentifully  at  the  end  of  iurnmer,  lay  the  whole 
country  under  water,  and  the  inhabitants  receive 
the  fime  benefit  that  the  Egyptians  do  frern  the  in- 
nndations  of  the  Nile  ;  for  they  fow  their  lands, 
thus  prepared,  with  rice  and  other  grain,  without 
expe6t!ng  any  more  rain  for  eiglU  moFiths,  In  all 
thnt  time  the  trees  are  green,  and  altcrnstelv  loaded 
with  ripe  frui's.  They  have  two  h;rirvelts  of  rice  ; 
and  there  are  lands  wh'Ch  are  reaped  three  tin-es  a 
year.  This  plenty,  together  with  tlse  fupe rftition 
of  the  inriabitants,  inoli  of  whom  eat  nothing  that 
has  life,  renders  every  thing  cheap.  Eight  t"o';^Js  are 
fold  at  Iburtcen  fols--,  a  llieep  at. eleven,  and  cyery 
thine  cHe  in  proportiaLi.  All  tlicle  thin£:s  are  ftill* 
cheaper  without  the  city. 

The   kingdom  of  Golconda,  whofe  principal  har- 
bour is   Mafulipatan,    extends  from  the  gulph  of 
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pengal  to  the  kingdom  Vifapour,  and  from  nortli 
to  fouth  contained  almoft  all  the  peninfula  from  the 
northern  extremity  ot'Orixa,  to  Cape  Coinorin  ;  but 
is  now  iubje6t  to  the  mogul,  and  is  governed  by 
princes  tributary  to  that  emperor. 

The  city  of  Goiconda,  which  gives  name  to  the 
kingdom,  is  now  two  leagues  in  circuit.  Its  waili 
are  built  of  hewn  ftone  three  feet  fquare,  and  I'ur- 
rounded'  with  deep  ditches,  divided  into  feveral 
bafons  or  ponds,  where  the  water  is  daily  renewed. 
It  has  feveral  fuperb  mofques,  in  which  ure  the 
tombs  of  the  kings,  and  their  families.  The  nabob 
gr  prince  is  of  the  Mahometan  religien,  as  are  alio  a 
great  part  of  his  fubje^ts,  whence  the  Pagan  tem- 
ples in  the  country  are  not  tilled  with  fuch  mon- 
itroirs  figures  as  in  other  parts  of  the  peninfula.  The 
mines  of  gold,  diamonds,  fa phires  and  other  precious 
Hones  in  this  kingdom,  have  filled  the  palace  with 
imrtKmfe  riches.  But  if  any  diamond  is  found  above 
a  certain  bignefs^  the  nabob  is  obliged  to  have  it 
eut  fecretly,  left  it  lliould  be  demanded  by  the  great 
ilioguL 

There  are  feveral  towns  of  fmall  confequence  be- 
tween Mafulipatan  and  the  Ganges.  This  river, 
which  was  the  utmoft  bounds  of  the  conquefts  of 
Alexander  the  Great,  is  much  revered  by  the  In- 
dians, from  the  opinion  that  its  waters  efface  all  the 
fpots  of  iin  I  whence  they  go  in  crowds  from  the  re- 
moteft  parts  of  the  country  to  waOi  in  its  ftream. 
Nothing  is  more  childilh  than  the  fables  related  by 
the  brachmans  of  its  fource  ;  \vhich  thev  I'eprcfent 
as  in  heaven,  and  pretend  that  it  frills  from  thence 
to  the  earth  ;  the  mogul  himfelf  di'inks  no  other 
water;  but  foreigners  pretend  that  it  is  very  unwhole- 
fome,  and  that  it  cannot  be  drank  unlefs  it  be  firlt 
boiled.  On  its  banks  are  a  great  number  of  fiiperh 
pagods,  fomeof  which  are  immenfely  rich  ;  but  what 
renders  this  river  really  valuable,' is  that  it  wafhes 
down  gold  in  its  land  ;  that  it  is   placed  in  the  firil 
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rank  of  thofe  rivers  that  produce  precious  ftones,  and 
that  the  gulph  of  Bengal,  into  vvhich  it  difcharges 
itfelf,  abounds  in  pearls  and  jewels  of  great  value. 

Up  the  river  Hughly,  which  is  a  branch  of  the 
Ganges,  is  Fort  William,  a  place  of  confiderable 
trade,  belonging  to  the  Englilh.  It  is  fituated  on 
the  moft  unheaity  fpot  in  the  whole  river :  and  is 
built  Vi/ithout  order,  every  one  originally  taking  in 
what  ground  beft  pleafed  him  for  gardening,  fo  that 
in  many  places  you  muft  pafs  through  a  garden  into 
the  houfe  ;  thofe  of  the  Engiiih  are  built  near  the 
river's  fide,  and  thofe  of  the  natives  within  the  land. 
Fort  William  is  an  irregular  tetragon  of  a  compofi- 
tion  called  puckah,  v^/hich  is  a  mixture  of  bnck-duft, 
lime,  molaifes,  and  cut  hemp  well  mixed  together, 
vvhich  on  its  drying,  becomes  as  hard  as  brick  or 
even  ftone.  About  fifty  yards  from  this  fort,  itands 
the  church,  built  by  the  n^ierchants  reiiding  there, 
and  the  contributions  of  the  fea  officers.  The  go- 
vernor's houfe  is,  accordidg  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  bcft 
and  mod  regular  piece  of  architecture  he  ever  faw 
in  India.  Within  the  fort  are  alfo  man}/  convenient 
lodgings  for  fadors  and  writers,  Itore  houfes  for  the 
company's  goods,  and  n^iagazines  for  their  ammu- 
nition. 

The  town  has  likewife  an  hofpital,  and  near  it  is 
a  garden  thatfurnifh.es  tiie  governor's  table  with  fruit 
and  herbage  ;  and  within  it  are  good  nfh-ponds. 

Moll  of  the  inhabitants  that  make  any  tolerable 
figure,  have  the  fame  advantages.  All  forts  of  pro- 
viiions,  as  well  as  clothing,  are  plentiful,  good  and 
cheap.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  river  are  docks  for 
repairing  the  flnps  bottoms,  and  a  pretty  good  gar- 
den belonging  to  the  Armenians. 

The  kingdom  of  Bengal  in  which  Fort  William 
is  fituated,  is  well  known  by  its  giving  its  name 
to  thegreateft  gulph  of  Ada,  which  ieparates  the  two 
peninfulas  of  the  Indies.  This  kingdom  is  near  250 
leagues  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  is  conlidtred  as  the  moft 
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fertile  in  all  the  Indies  in  fugar,  filk^  fruits,  faltpetre, 
gum-lac,  wax,  civets  opium,  pepper  and  rice^  witli 
all  which  commodities  it  furnilhes  the  molt  diftant 
provinces.  The  country  is  cut  tli rough  with  nume- 
rous canals,  which  ferve  both  to  water  it,  antl  facilitate 
the  tranfporting  of  merchandizes.  On  their  banks 
are  many  towns  and  villages  extremely  well  peopled, 
and  great  fields  of  rice,  iugar  and  wheat,  which  laft 
is  much  larger  than  that  of  Europe  ;  three  or  four 
kinds  of  pulfe,  alio  citrons,  oranges,  and  a  great 
quantity  of  fmall  mulberry-trees  for  the  nourilhment 
of  filk-worms.  It  is  chiefly  in  this  country  that  the 
rhinoceros  and  mulk  are  to  be  found,  and  the  finell 
canes  brought  into  Europe^  come  from  this  king- 
dom, 

Ougly,  upon  the  v/edern  bank  of  the  Ganges,  and 
about  twenty  leagues  from  the  fea,  has  become  very 
famous,  lince  the  Dutch  have  eftablifiied  themfelves 
there.  This  is  next  to  Batavia,  their  moft  confider- 
able  fa6tory,  and  where  they  have  the  greateft  trade* 
The  French  company  have  likewife  a  factory  there* 
They  bring  from  thence  feveral  forts  of  muflins  j  and 
pieces  for  handkerchiefs  of  lilk  and  cotton.  From 
Daca,  on  the  moft  weilern  mouth  of  the  fame  river, 
come  the  beft  and  fineft  Indian  embroideries  in  gold, 
filver  or  filk  ;  embroidered  neck-cloths  and  fine  auif- 
lins.  Chandernagor  and  Chincora,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Ougly,  are  fiiil  famous  for  their  commerce 
and  moft  of  the  European  nations  have  faetories 
eftablifiied  there.  Saumelpour  to  the  north  of  Ben- 
gal, is  not  lefs  important  on  account  of  its  diamonds, 
which  are  found,  not  as  in  other  places,  in  the  bowels 
of  the  earth  ;  but  in  the  fluids  ot  the  river  Gouel, 
which  they  fearch  carefully  after  the  month  of  Fe- 
bruary^ when  the  waters  arc  low.  They  begin  their 
fearch  at  the  town  of  Saumelpour,  and"  carry  it  up 
to  the  moutains,  whence  the  Gouel  has  its  Iburce  : 
afpace  of  about  50  leagues.  In  this  work  8  or  10,000 
iperfons  are  employed.    From  thence  come  thofe  fine 
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imall  diamonds  called  genuine  fpafks  ;   but  ilones 
above  a  certain  fi/.e  a:e  ioKldni  found. 

The  capiiai  of  the  province  of  Bengal,  bears  the 
fame  name,  and  is  a  city  buiii  upon  a  mountain, 
wiience  they  carry  on  a  trade  in  diamonds  and  other 
Jewels.  There  is  a  church  here  dedicated  to  St/ 
Thomas,  and  a  fine  palace.  Its  principal  cities  are 
Mantipour  on  the  Ganges,  and  Jagarnat,  on  thg 
iea  fide.  In  the  Lftter  is  a  Gentoo  temple,  in  whicH 
there  are  idols  reprefenting  the  god  Refora,  with  hi^ 
wife,  his  brother^  and  his  filter.  The  ftatue  of 
Refora  is  entirely  of  gold  and  jewelsi  that  of  his 
wife  of  gold  vfithoui:  ornaments,  and  the  other  two 
of  fandal  wood.  This  temple  has  revenues  for  th6 
maintenance  of  20,000  men. 

The  country  between  the  river  Ganges  and  China, 
is  called  the  pcninfida  beyond  the  Ganges;  becaufe 
it  ftretches  fouthward  into  the  fea.  Modern  geo» 
graphers  give  it  530  leagues  from  north  tofouth,  and 
360  from  eaft  to  weft.  The  north,  in  which  are  the 
kingdoms  of  Azem,  Ava,  Pegu,  Laos,  and  fomd 
others  little  known  :  the  fouth,  which  contains  that 
of  Siam.;  and  the  eaft  which  comprehends  thofe  of 
Tonquin,  Cochin,  and  Camboia. 

The  kingdom  of  Azem  lies  to  the  ead  of  the  great 
Inoguls's  dominions,  and  to  the  weft  of  the  lake  Chi-» 
amay.  It  produces  every  thing  necelTary  for  the 
fubfiftence  of  man.  Mines  of  gold,  lilver,  iron  and 
lead  are  found  here,  which  the  king  has  refcrved  to 
himfelf,  inftead  of  levying  fubfidies  from  his  people, 
and  that  he  may  not  opprefsthem,  he  employs  none 
but  fiaves,  whom  he  pu.rchafes  of  his  neighbours* 
Thus  all  the  peaflmts  of  Azem  are  at  their  eafe,- 
while  the  reft  of  the  Indians  aj'e  involved  in  flavery 
and  mifery,  in  the  midll  of  a  country  where  they 
ought  to  live  in  riches  and  plenty.  It  is  prohibited 
by  the  laws  to  carry  gold  out  of  the  kingdornj  or  to 
coin  it  into  money  :  the  people,  however,  u.fe  it  in 
great  and  fmail  ingots  in  trade>  though  it  is  not  per- 
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mitted  to  be  ufed  with  ftrangers.  Yet  the  king  caufes 
pieces  of  iilver  of  the  bigneis  and  weight  cf  roupies, 
and  of  an  o6tagon  figure,  to  be  coined,  which  may 
be  tranfported  any  where. 

The  princesrefide  in  the  city  ofKemmerof,  about 
25  or  30  days  journey  from  the  ancient  capital  which 
bore  the  fame  name  ;  but  their  own  tombs,  and  thofe 
of  all  the  royal  family,  are  in  th^  city  of  Azoo, 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  Laquia,  where  every 
prince  builds  a  kind  of  chapel  in  the  great  pagod  to 
ferve  for  his  place  of  burial.  Being  perfuaded,  that 
after  their  death  they  go  to  another  world,  and  that 
thofe  who  diefullied  by  any  crime,  fuffer  a  great  deal, 
chiefly  by  hunger  and  thirft,  they  place  food  by  the 
head  of  the  corpfe,  that  it  may  feed  upon  it  if  neceffa- 
ry.  The  king  is  interred  with  thofe  idols  of  gold 
and  Iilver,  which  he  worlhipped  in  his  life  time, 
a  live  elephant,  twelve  camels,  fix  horfes,  and  a  great 
number  of  hounds,  from  the  belief  that  they  all  may 
be  of  ufe  to  him  in  another  world.  In  thofe  funeral 
folemnities  barbarity  is  joined  tofuperftition,  the  wo- 
man whom  he  has  loved  beft,  and  the  principal  offi- 
cers of  his  houfhold  poifon  themfelves,  that  they  may 
have  the  glory  of  being  interred  with  him,  and  of  fcrv- 
ing  him  in  the  other  world.  If  a  private  perfon  dies, 
all  his  friends  and  relations  muft  affift  at  his  fune- 
ral :  and  every  one  muft  throw  into  the  grave  the 
bracelets  and  other  ornaments  they  wear. 

The  accounts  of  thofe  who  have  travelled  through 
the  eaft,  give  us  little  information  about  the  kingdom 
of  Ava,  which  is  faid  to  be  twice  as  large  as  that  of 
France.  They  only  tell  us,  that  the  immenfe  riches 
of  the  king  arevifible  by  the  fplendour  of  his  palace, 
which,  though  of  a  vaft  extent,  is  faid  to  be  for  the 
moft  part  gilded, 

Every  thing  iclated  by  hiftoriansof  the  kingdom 
of  Pegu  is  drawn  from  G;ifper  Balbi,  a  rich  Venetian 
merchant,    who   traded    tliither  in    157^;    we  fluill 
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therefore  take  our  account  of  that  country  from  Mr. 
Hamilton,  who  vilited  the  ports  of  that  kingdom, 
and  became  in rtru6ted  in  the  manners  of  the  people, 
partly  by  converfing  with  them,  and  partly  from  the 
informations  he  obtained  from  fome  of  the  Engiilh 
company  at  fort  St.  George,  who  carried  on  a  confi- 
de rable  trade  thither. 

The  kingdom  of  Pegu,  lies  to  the  fouth-eaft  of 
Azem,  and  the  city  of  the  fame  name  ftands  about 
40  miles  to  the  eaftvvard  of  the  port  Syrian  or  Syri- 
am,  on  the  fide  of  the  gulph  of  Bengal.  It  was  the 
feat  of  many  great  and  puifant  monarchs,  but  now  its 
glory  is  laid  in  thedufr,  for  not  a  twentieth  part  of  it 
is  inhabited  ;  but  the  ditches  with  which  it  was  fur- 
rounded,  though  now  dry,  and  bearing  good  corn, 
fliew  that  few  cities  exceeded  Pegu,  in    magnitude. 

Thecaufe  of  (he  ruin  of  the  kingdoms  of  Pegu,  with 
Martavan  and  ibme  others  under  its  dominion,  was 
told  to  Mr.  Hamilton  by  fome  Peguans,  in  feveral 
diicourfes  he  had  with  them  on  that  fubjed^. 

A  great  friendlhip  for  a  long  time  fubfifted  be- 
tween the  kings  and  iubjefts  of  Pegu  and  Sia  m,  who 
being  next  neighbours,  carried  on  a  great  trade  with 
each  other,  till  the  15th  century  :  but  a  Pegu  veflel 
being  atOdia,  the  chief  city  of  Siam,  when  ready  to 
depart,  it  anchored  one  evening  near  a  fmall  temple 
a  few  miles  below  the  city,  when  the  mailer  and  fome 
of  the  crew  going  there  to  worihip,  faw  a  little  well 
carved  image  ot  the  god  Samfay,  and  finding  the 
priefts  negligent,  ftole  that  idol,  and  carried  it  to  Pe- 
gu. The  priefts  miffing  the  little  idol,  lamented 
tiieir  lofs  to  all  their  neighbouring  priefts,  and  by 
their  advice  carried  their  cc^m plaints  to  the  king  of 
Siam;  and  there  happening  to  be  a  fcarcity  of  corn 
that  year,  the  calamity  was  imputed  by  the  priefts  to 
the  lofs  of  the  god  Samfay.  The  king  of  Siam  now 
fent  an  enibaify  to  his  brother  of  Pegu,  defiring  the 
rertitiition  of  the  irnft^e,  whofe  abfence  had  been  at- 
teheed  with  fuch  fatal  conlequences :   but  the  king  of 
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Pegu  refufing  to  comply  with  his  requeft,  a  very 
bloody  war  then  enfued  between  the  two  kingdoms, 
in  which  the  king  of  Siam  ravjiged  the  country,  and 
annexed  the  inland  countries  of  Pegu,  to  his  domi- 
nions. The  king  of  Pegu  in  this  diltrefs  invited  the 
Portuguefe  to  his  affiltance,  who  began  to  be  dread- 
ed in  India_,  and  by  the  great  encouragement  he  gave 
them;,  got  about  1000  volunteers  into  hisfervice: 
the  ufe  of  fire  arms  being  then  unknown  in  thofe 
countries,  they  fpread  terror  wherever  they  came, 
and  drove  the  Siamefe  out  of  the  country.  The 
king  of  Pegu  then  made  one  Thoma  Percy  ra,  a  Por- 
tuguefe, general  in  chief  of  all  his  forces,  and  fettled 
1  his  court  at  Martavan,  near  the  borders  of  Siarn,  to 
!  be  ready  on  all  occalions  to  repel  the  Siamefe  forces. 
!  Though  the  Portuguefe,  by  their  infolcnce,  now 
rendered  themfelves  hated  by  the  people  of  ail  ranks, 
Thoma  Pereyra  was  the  favourite  at  court,  he  had 
elephants  of  ftate,  and  a  guard  of  his  own  country- 
men to  attend  him.  One  day  as  he  was  coming 
with  great,  ftate  from  the  palace,  riding  on  a  large 
elephant,  he  chanced  to  hear  mufic  in  a  burgher's 
houfe,  whofe daughter,  a  very  beautiful  virgin,  had 
been  married  to  a  young  man  of  the  neighbourhood. 
The  general  went  to  the  houfe,  wiflied  them  joy,  anci 
delired  to  fee  the  bride.  The  parents  took  the  gene- 
ral's vifit  for  a  great  honour,  and  brouglit  their 
daughter  to  the  elephant's  fide,  when  being  flruck 
with  her  beauty,  he  had  the  villainy  to  order  his 
guards  to  feize  her  and  carry  her  to  his  houfe.  His 
orders  were  but  too  readily  obeyed,  and  the  bride- 
groom not  being  able  to  endure  his  lofs,  cut  his  own 
throat  ;  the  difconfolate  parents  ot  their  injured  chil- 
dren, rent  their  clothes  and  ran  towards  the  king's 
palace  uttering  their  lamentations,  and  imploring 
their  gods  and  countrymen  to  revenge  them  on  tlie 
infolent  Portuguefe,  the  oppreflors  of  their  countiy. 
The  ftreets  were  ibon  unable  to  contain  the  crowds 
with  vvhich  they  were  fiUed,  and  the  noife  they  made 
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reached  the  king's  ears,  who  fent  to  know  the  caufe 
of  the  tumult,  and  being  informed,  he  let  them  know 
that  he  would  punifh  the  criminal.  He  accordingly 
fent  for  his  general ;  but  he  being  taken  up  with  the 
enjoyment  of  his  new  miftrefs,  excufed  himfelf,  by 
faying,  that  he  was  fo  much  out  of  order  that  he 
could  not  wait  on  his  majefty.  The  king,  provoked 
at  this  anfwer,  in  the  lirft  tranfport  of  his  rage  or* 
dered  the  whole  city  to  take  arms,  and  make  a  gene^ 
ral  mafTacre  of  the  Portuguefe,  wherever  they  could 
be  found.  And  this  order  was  fo  fpeedily  put  in  ex- 
ecution, that  in  a  few  hours  all  the  Portuguefe  were 
flaughtered,  except  the  guilty  criminal,  who  being 
taken  alive,  was  made  faft  by  the  heels  to  an  ele- 
phant's foot,  who  dragged  him  through  the  ftreets> 
^ill  the  flefh  was  torn  from  his  bones.  There  were 
only  three  Portuguefe  faved,  who  were  accidently  in 
thefuburbs  near  the  river  ;  thefe  hiding  themfelves 
till  night,  made  their  efcape  in  a  fmall  boat,  and 
coafting  along  the  fliore,  fed  on  what  they  found  in 
the  woods  and  among  the  rocks,  and  at  length  arriv- 
ed at  Malacca. 

By  thefe  wars  both  kingdoms  were  much  weaken- 
ed, they  therefore  fufpended  all  a6ls  of  hoftility,  till 
about  the  middle  of  the  feventeenth  century,  when 
the  king  of  Siam  again  invaded  Pegu,  and  conquered 
feveral  provinces  tributary  to  that  kingdom.  The 
king  of  Pegu  now  finding  that  his  forces  were  unable 
toprote(5l  his  more  immediate  dominions,  called  in 
the  alFiltance  of  the  king  of  Barma,  a  potent  prince 
whole  dominions  lay  about  500  miles  up  the  river 
from  Pegu.  Thefe  auxiliaries  drove  the  Siamefe 
from  their  new  conquefts,  and  afterwards  perceiving 
the  ill  difcipline  obferved  by  the  Peguan  forces,  kill- 
ed the  king,  broke  the  Peguan  army,  and  fcized  the 
kingdoms  of  Pegu  and  Martavan  for  their  mafter,  in 
whofe  power  it  continued  in  the  year  1 709. 

The  dominions  of  Barma,  |are  at  prefent  very 
large,  extending  about  800  miles  from  north  to  fouth. 
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and  250  from  eaft  to  weft  ;  but  they  have  no  fea- 
port  except  Syriam,  where  the  river  of  the  fame 
name  is  capable  of  receiving  a  fhip  of  600  tons.  It 
carries  on  a  great  trade  with  the  Armenians,  Moorsj 
Gentoos,  Englilh,  and  Portuguefe.  The  country- 
produces  elephants  teeth,  bees-wax,  ftick-lacqne, 
iron,  tin,  rubies  the  beft  in  the  world,  fmall  dia- 
monds, and  falt-petre.  It  alfo  produces  great  quan- 
tities of  corn,  fruit  and  roots,  excellent  pulfe  of 
feveral  fpecies,  abundance  of  wild  game,  either 
quadruped  or  winged.  In  the  months  of  September 
and  0<5tober,  wild  deer  are  fo  plentiful,  that  Mr. 
Hamilton  fays,  he  has  bought  one  for  three-pence 
or  a  groat,  they  are  very  flelhy,  but  lean.  Swines 
flefh  and  poultry  are  both  plentiful  and  good. 

The  king  is  defpotic,  and  all  his  commands  are 
laws  ;  but  he  holds  the  reins  of  government  in  his 
own  hands,  and  feverely  punilhes  the  governors  of 
towns  and  provinces  who  are  found  guilty  of  op- 
preflion.  That  he  may  know  how  affairs  pafs  in 
the  ftate,  every  province  or  city  has  a  deputy  re* 
fiding  at  court,  which  is  generally  in  the  city  of  Ava 
the  prefent  metropolis.  Every  morning  thefe  deputies 
are  obliged  to  attend  the  court,  and  when  his  majefty 
has  breakfafted,  he  retires  into  a  room  where  he  can 
fee  all  his  attendants  without  being  feen ;  mean 
while  a  page  waits  to  call  the  perfon  from  whom 
the  king  would  have  an  account  of  whatever  has 
pafled  in  his  province.  The  deputy  approaches  the 
room  with  the  moft  profound  reverence  ;  and  if  he 
omits  any  matter  of  confequence,  which  the  king 
happens  to  hear  of  by  another  hand,  he  is  fure  of 
being  feverely  punirtied. 

If  he  receives  information  of  treafon,  murder  or 
other  crimes,  he  orders  the  affair  to  be  tried  by 
judges  of  his  own  chufing,  and  on  conviction  he 
allignsthe  punifhment  of  the  offender;  who  is  either 
to  be  beheaded,  made  fport  for  his  elephants,  which 
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\%  the  moil  cruel  death,  or  banifhed  for  a  time  to  the 
Woods  ;  where  if  they  efcape  being  devoured  by  the 
wild  beafts,  they  may  return  when  their  banifliment 
is  expired,  and  pafs  the  remainder  of  their  days  in 
ferving  a  tame  elephant.  For  fnialler  crimes  they 
are  only  condemned  for  life  to  clean  the  ftables  of 
his  elephants. 

His  fubje6ts  treat  him  with  the  moft  fulfome  adula- 
tion. "When  they  fpeak  or  write  to  him,  they  call 
him  their  Kiack,  or  God,  and  in  his  letters  to  foreign 
princes,  he  afTumes  the  title  of  king  of  kings,  to 
whom  all  other  kings  ought  to  be  fubjed,  as  being 
near  kinfman  and  friend  to  all  the  gods  in  heaven 
and  on  the  earth  ;  by  whofe  friendfliip  to  him  all 
animals  are  fed  and  preferved,  and  the  feafons  of 
the  year  keep  their  regular  courfe.  The  fun  is  his 
brother,  and  the  moon  and  liars  are  his  near  rela- 
tions. In  Ihort,  he  pretends  to  be  lord  over  the 
ebbingrand  flowing  of  the  fea  ;  and  after  all  his  lofty 
epithets  and  hyperboles,  he  calls  himielf  king  of  the 
white  elephant,  and  of  the  twenty-four  white  um- 
brellas. 

After  his  majefty  has  dined,  a  trumpet  is  blown 
to  lignify  to  all  his  flaves,  as  he  terms  other  kings, 
that  they  may  go  to  dinner,  becaufe  their  lord  has 
already  dined.  And  when  any  foreign  (hips  arrive 
at  Syriam,  the  number  of  people  on  board,  with 
their  age  and  fex,  are  fent  to  him  to  let  him  know, 
that  fo  many  of  his  flaves  are  arrived  to  partake  of 
the  glory  and  happinefs  of  his   reign  and  favour. 

The  king's  palace  is  a  very  large  flone  building, 
with  four  gates.  Ambalfadors  enter  that  to  the 
eaft,  which  is  called  the  golden  gate,  becaufe  all 
ambalfadors  appear  before  him  with  prefents.  The 
fouth  gate  is  named  the  gate  of  juflice,  where  all 
people  enter  that  bring  petitions,  accufations  or 
complaints.  The  weft  is  the  gate  of  grace,  where 
all  that  have  received  favours,  or  have  been  clear- 
ed from   crimes  pafs  out   with   honour ;    and   tlie 
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Borth  gate  fronting  the  river,  is  the  gate  of  ftate, 
through  which  his  majefty  paiTes,  when  he  thinks 
fit  to  honour  his  people  by  Ihewing  himfelf. 

When  an  ambaifador  is  admitted  to  an  audience, 
he  is  attended  by  a  large  troop  of  guards,  with  trum- 
pets founding,  and  heralds  proclaiming  the  honour 
ithe  ambalFador  is  about  to  receive,  in  going  to  fee 
I  his  majefty 's  face,  the  glory   of  the  earth  :  and  be- 
i  tween  the  gate  and  the  head  of  the  ftairs  that  lead 
to  the  chamber  of  audience,  theambalFador  is  attend- 
ed by  the  mafter  of  the  ceremonies,  who  inftrufts 
i  him  to  kneel  three  times  in  the  way  thither,  and  to 
continue  fo  with  his  hands  over  his  head  until  a  pro^ 
1  clamation  is  read.     To  what  a  height  is  human  pride 
capable  of  being  carried  !  the  empty  vanity  of  this 
:  monarch,  in  attempting  to  raife  himfelf  above  all  the 
reft  of  his  fpecies,  in  reality  finks  him  beneath  them; 
I  and  this  real  meannefs  can  only  be  equalled   by  that 
i  of  his  flavifti  flatterers. 

I  Though  the  palace  is  very  large,  it  is  a  mean 
i  building,  and  though  the  city  is  of  great  extent  and 
i  very  populous,  the  houfes  are  only  built  of  bamboo- 
'  canes,  thatched  with  ftraw  or  reeds,  and  the  floors 
I  are  of  teak  plank,  or  fplit  bamboos. 

In  all  the  cities  and  towns  the  governor  feldom  fits 

I  in   council,    but  appoints  his  deputy,    and   twelve 

i  judges  who  hear  caufes  at  leaft  once  in   ten  days. 

I  They  meet  in  a  large  hall,  the  floor  of  which  is  raifed 

'  about   three  feet  from  the  ground,  and   furrounded 

1  with  benches  for  people  to  fit  or  kneel  upon.     This 

i  hall  being  built  on  pillars,  is  open  on  all  fides,  and 

!  the  judges  fit  on  mat^  in  the  middle,  and  as  they 

i  form  a  circle,  there  is  no  place  of  precedence.  Every 

I  one  has  the  privilege  of  pleading  his  own  caufe,  or 

I  of  giving  his  defence  in  writing,  to  be  publicky  read; 

but  if  another  doubts  his  own  abilities,  he  may  get  a 

perfon  to  plead  for  him;  and  there  yre  no  fees,  the 

court   being  maintained    by  the  town.     Every  fuit 

muft  be  determined  at  three  fittings. 
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The  judges  have  a  peculiar  garb  ;  their  hair  being' 
permitted  to  grow  long,  is  tied  on  the  top  of  their 
heads  with  a  cotton  ribband  wrapt  about  it,  and 
ftands  upright  in  the  form  of  a  fharp  pyramid.  Their 
coat  is  thin  cotton,  fo  that  their  fkin  may  be  eafily 
feen  through  it,  and  about  their  loins  they  wear  a 
large  fafli  tied  with  a  great  bunch  before,  with  the 
ends  reaching  to  their  ancles;  but  ftockings  and 
iboes  are  not  ufed  in  Pegu. 

The  original  natives  of  Barma  imprint  feveral 
devices  on  their  fkins  with  the  point  of  a  bodkin  and 
charcoal  duft  ;  and  as  the  Peguans  do  not  difcolour 
their  Ikins,  the  natives  of  each  nation  are  eafily  dif- 
tinguilhed.  The  men  are  of  an  olive  colour;  they 
are  generally  pretty  plump,  though  not  fat,  and  have 
9  good  fhape  and  features.  The  women  are  much 
fairer  than  the  men,  and  have  ufually  pretty  plump 
feces ;  they  are  of  fmall  ftature,  but  are  very  well 
Ihaped.  Their  hands  and  feet  are  like  wile  fmall,  and 
their  arms  and  legs  well  propertioned.  Their  head- 
drefs  is  their  own  black  hair  tied  up  behind,  and 
when  they  go  abroad,  they  wear  a  piece  of  white  cot- 
ton cloth  on  the  top  of  their  head.  They  have  a 
frock  of  cotton  cloth,  or  filk,  that  fits  clofe  to  their 
bodies  and  arms,  and  the  lower  part  reaches  halfway 
down  the  thigh.  Under  the  frock  they  have  a  fcarf 
doubled  four  fold,  made  faft  about  the  middle,  the 
ends  hanging  down  almoft  to  the  ancles. 

The  women  are  courteous  and  kind  to  ftrangers, 
and  are  very  fond,  of  marrying  Europeans.  They 
prove  obedient  and  obliging  wives,  and  take  the 
management  of  affairs  within  doors  wholly  in  the'it 
own  hands.  If  a  wife  is  convi(51:ed  of  difhonouring 
her  hufband's  bed,  he  may  caufe  her  hair  to  be  cut 
off,  and  have  her  fold  for  a  flave. 

The  talapoins,  or  clergy  of  Pegu,  are  ftri6l  6b- 
fervers  of  the  laws  of  humanity  and  charity.  There 
are  a  great  number  of  temples  built  in  the  country ; 
but  thefe  are  moilly  of  wood,  becaufe  it  is  not  only 
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plentiful,  but  moft  eafily  takes  varnifhing  and  guild- 
ing;  for  they  are  gaudily  painted  both  within  and 
without.     Every  one  has  free  liberty  to  build  a  tem- 
ple, and  when  it  is  liniftied  it  is  the  general  pradice 
to  bellow  a  few  acres  to  maintain  a  certain  number 
of  prieils  and  novices,  who  cultivate  the  ground  for 
their  own   fupport,  and  in   the   garden  they  have   a 
convent  built,  for  the  conyeniency  of  lodging  and 
ftudy.      Thefe   are  their  fettled   benefices:  they  are 
no  charge  to  the  laity  ;  for  by  their  indullry  in  ma- 
naging their  garden,   they   have  generally   enough 
for  themfelves,  and  foniething  to  fpare  for  the  poor 
among  the  laity  :   but  if   their  garden  is  too  fmall, 
or   too   barren  for  their   fupport,    they   fend   fome 
novices  abroad  dreiled  in  a  large  orange-colour  man- 
tle, with  a  baflvet  hanging  on  their  left  arm,  a  little 
drum  in  the  left  hand,  and  a  little  ftick  in  the  right. 
When  they   come  to  the   peoples'  doors    they    beat 
three  ftrokes  with  the  Hick  on  the  drum,  and  if  none 
come  to  anfwer,  they  beat  again,  and  fo  on  to  the 
third   time,  and  then  if  no    body  gives   them   any 
thing,  they  proceed  to  the  next  houfe  without  fpeak- 
ing  a  word  ;  but  they  are  feldom  fuifered  to  go  with- 
out a   fupply  of  rice,  pulfe,  fruit,  or   roots,  which 
are  their  only  food  ;  and  w  hat  they  receive  more  than 
they  have  prefent  occafion  for,  they  diftribute  to  the 
poor^  v^ho  by  age,  diftrefs,  or  other  accidents,  can- 
not maintain  themfelves :   but  none  wiio  are  able  to 
work,   partake  of  their  charity  ;  nor  do   they   ever 
take  care  for  the  morrow,      if  a  Granger  has  the.mif- 
•fortune  to  be  (liipwrecked  on  the  coaft,  he  is  by  the 
laws  of   the    country   the  king's  Have,  but    by  the 
:mediat;on  of  the  priefts,  the  governors  overlook  that 
law.     When  any  unfortunate  firangers  come  to  their 
temples,  they  are  liofpitably  fupplied  with  food  and 
raiment;    if   they  are    fick  or  maimed,   the   prieirs, 
who  are  alf>  the  ch=ief  phyficians  of  Pegu,  keep  ihem 
till    they   are    ;r.rtd,    and  then   furniih    them   \^ith 
letters  of  recommendation   to  (ht*  j^rieUs  of  ano;:hcr 
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convent,  on  the  road  they  defign  to  travel.  They 
never  enquire  after  the  religion  of  a  ftranger ;  he  has 
the  human  form,  and  that  renders  him  the  objeft  of 
their  charity.  They  hold  all  religions  to  be  good, 
that  teach  men  to  be  good,  and  believe  that  the  Gods 
are  pleafed  with  a  variety  of  worlhip  ;  but  with  none 
that  is  hurtful^  to  man  ;  becaufe  cruelty  mull  be  dif- 
agreeable  to  their  nature.  Hence  they  have  not  the 
ieafi:  idea  of  perfecution. 

The  Pegu  clergy  are  all  mediators  in  cafes  of  dif- 
pute  and  contention  between  neighbours.  They 
never  leave  mediating  till  they  procure  a  reconcilia- 
tion, and  in  token  of  friendlhip,  according  to  an 
ancient  cuftom,  the  parties  eat  champock  from  one 
another's  hand,  which  feals  the  friendihip.  This 
champock  is  a  kind  of  tea  of  very  difagreeable  tafte, 
it  grows  like  other  tea,  on  bullies,  and  on  fuch  occa- 
lions  is  ufed  all  over  Pegu. 

They  frequently  preach  to  numerous  auditories, 
and  have  images  of  the  inferior  gods  in  their  temples, 
which  are  placed  crofs- legged  under  domes.  Their 
faces  are  longer  than  the  human  ;  their  ears  are  large, 
and  th€  lobes  very  thick.  The  congregation  bows 
to  them  when  they  come  in  and  go  out,  and  that  is 
all  the  oblation  they  receive.  But  they  make  no 
images  of  the  great  god.  The  fubje6t  of  their  dif- 
courfes  is  that  charity  is  the  moft  fublime  of  all  vir- 
tues, and  ought  therefore  to  extend  not  only  to  man* 
kind,  but  to  animals,  which  they  therefore  neither 
kill  nor  eat. 

The  country  is  healthful  and  fertile,  and  the  air 
fo  good,  that  when  ftrangers  go  thither  in  a  bad  ftate 
of  health,  tiiey  feldor^i  fail  of  a  fpeedy  recovery  ;  but 
the  fmall-pox  is  extremely  dreaded,  and  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Kirian  is  efteemed  fo  infe6lious,  that  if  any 
one  is  feized  with  it,  all  the  neighbourhood  remove 
to  the  diftance  of  two  or  three  miles,  and  build  new 
houfes  with  bamboos  and  reeds,  which  they  have  in 
great  plenty.     They  leave  with  the  lick  perfon  ajar 
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of  water,  a  bafket  of  rice,  and  fome  earthen  pots  to 
boil  it  in,  and  then  bid  him  farewel  for  twenty  days.  If 
the  patient  has  ftrength  enough  to  rife  and  boil  his 
rice,  he  may  then  recover,  if  not  he  muft  die  without 
attendants;  but  if  he  furvives  the  twenty  days  they 
take  him  away  ;  conduct  him  to  their  new  built  town, 
and  make  him  a  free  burgefs.  It  is  obferved  here 
that  while  a  perfon  is  affli(5led  with  that  diftemper, 
the  tyger,  notwithftanding  his  ravenous  nature,  will 
not  touch  him. 

The  ordeal  trial  is  much  pra6lifed  here  for  difco- 
vering  fecret  murder,  theft,  or  perjury.  One  way  is 
to  make  the  accufer  and  accufed  take  fome  raw  rice 
in  their  mouths,  when  he  who  is  guilty  of  the  crime 
alleged,  or  of  falfe  accufation,  he  is  fuppofed  not  to 
be  able  to  fwallow  it,  while  the  innocent  fwallows  it 
ealily.  Another  way  is  driving  a  ftake  into  a  river, 
and  making  the  accufer  and  the  accufed  take  hold  of 
it,  and  keep  their  heads  under  water,  when  he  who 
continues  longeft  without  breathings,  is  the  perfon  to 
be  credited  ;  and  whoever  is  convifted  by  this  trial, 
either  for  the  crime  alleged,  or  for  malicious  (lander, 
muft  lie  on  his  back  three  days  and  nights,  with  his 
neck  in  the  ftocks,  without  meat  or  drink,  and  is  be- 
fides  fined.  They  have  likewife  the  cufiom  of  dip- 
ping the  naked  hand  in  boiling  oil,  or  melted  lead,  to 
clear  them,  when  accufed  of  attrocious  crimes  ;  and 
if  the  accufer  fcalds  himfelf  he  muft  undergo  the  pu- 
nilhmentdue  to  the  crime,  which  makes  people  very 
cautious  how  they  calumniate  one  another. 

The  people  here  make  (ky-rockets  of  an  incredible 
lize;  and  they  have  various  forts  of  mufical  inftru- 
ments,  the  moft  efteemed  of  which  are  the  tabor  and 
pipe ;  they  have  alfo  ftringed  inftruments ;  and  an 
inftrument  formed  in  the  Ihape  of  a  galley,  with 
about  twenty  bells  of  feveral  fizes,  placed  on  the  up- 
per part.  The  inftrument  is  about  three  feet  long, 
eight  or  ten  inches  broad,  and  fix  deep;  they  play 
upon  thefe  bells  with  a  ftick  of  heavy  wood,  and  mak? 
no  bad  mufic. 
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Martavan,  once  a  principal  fea-port,  ■«^•as  one  of 
the  moll  flourilhing  towns  for  trade  in  the  eaft,  it  hav- 
ing the  benefit  of  a  noble  river  that  afforded  a  good 
harbour  for  (hips  of  the  greateft  burden;  but  after  the 
king  of  Barma  had  conquered  it,  he  caufed  a  num- 
ber of  velPeis  filied  with  ftones  to  be  funk  in  its 
mouth,  fo  that  it  is  now  unnavigable,  except  for 
fmall  vellels.  They  make  earthern-ware  there  ftill, 
'  and  glaze  them  with  lead  ore  ;  Mr.  Hamilton  fays  he 
has  feen  jars  made  there  big  enough  lo  contain  two 
hoglheads.     They  have  alfo  a  fmall  trade  in  fifh. 

According  to  father  Marini,  the  talapoins  or 
priefis  of  the  kingdom  of  Lao  or  Laos,  are  very  differ- 
ent from  thofe  of  Pegu.  They  are  confidered  as  the 
fcum  of  the  people,  and  as  enemies  to  labour.  Their 
convents  are  fo  many  colleges  of  vicious  men  blinded 
by  pride,  and  nothing  can  be  more  fenfelefs  than  the 
opinions  they  inftiiinto  the  minds  of  the  people,  who 
would  probably  be  as  vicious  as  the  priefts,  did  not 
the  feverity  of  the  laws  put  a  reftraint  on  their  licen- 
tioufncfs.  The  propenfity  of  the  Langians  to  paliion 
and  bioodftied,  has  forced  their  kings  to  punifli  not 
only  thofe  who  give  a  blow^  but  even  thofe  who  put 
themfelves  in  a  rage.  Nay,  to  infpire  the  greater 
terror,  the  innocent  are  often  punifhed  with  the  guil- 
ty :  thus,  if  the  chief  of  a  fannly  is  convi6ted  of  a  great 
crime,  all  his  kindred  of  whatever  degree,  are  de- 
graded, deprived  of  their  offices,  and  reduced  to  ga- 
ther grafs  tor  the  king's  elephants,  to  carry  it  to  his 
ftables,  and  to  watch  them  all  night. 

There  are  eight  principal  pofts  in  the  kingdom  : 
that  of  general  viceroy  is  the  firft.  His  employment 
confius  in  taking  charge  of  the  public  afrairs,  and 
aaifting  the  prince  in  the  government.  At  the  king's 
death,  he  aOembles  the  ilates,  and  a(5fs  as  fovereign 
till  the  fucceilbr  is  chofen.  The  kingdom  being  di- 
vided into  itven  provinces,  there  are  feveii  c'.her 
viceroys,  each  of  whom  has  equal  power  in  the  govern- 
ment entruited  to  him.     Thefe  j.jrovinces  have  their 
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particular  militia,  who  fubfift  on  the  revenues  affign- 
ed  them,  both  in  peace  and  war. 

Laos  produces  great  quantities  of  benjoin,  of  a 
better  kind  than  what  is  found  any  where  elfe  in  the 
eaft,  but  the  felling  it  to  ftrangers  is  prohibited. 
Lacque  is  likewife  found  here.  There  is  no  country 
where  more  ivory  is  to  be  had,  elephants  being  (b 
numerous,  that  the  inhabitants  have  thence  taken 
their  name ;  for  it  is  faid  that  the  word  Langians 
fignifies  a  thoufand  elephants.  Many  kinds  of  ani- 
mals, and  particularly  cows  and  butFaloes  are  very 
common;  the  rivers  abound  with  filh  of  an  enormous 
bulk;  vaft  quantities  of  rice,  garden  fruits,  and 
fait  formed  of  a  kind  of  foam  which  the  great  rains 
leave  upon  the  earth,  and  is  hardened  by  the  fun, 
are  the  other  advantages  of  this  kingdom. 

To  the  fouth  of  thefe  countries  lies  Siam,  the  moft 
famous  kingdom  of  all  the  Indies  :   but  the  accounts 
of  the  miilionaries  and  ambalfadors  fent  thither  by 
the  French   about  the  end  of  the  laft  century,  fre- 
quently contradi61:  each  other,  and  fometimes  them- 
lelves.     Some  feem  at  a  lofs  for  words  to  defcribe  the 
dpulence  of  the  country,  while  others  talk  of  nothing 
but  the  mifery  and  indigence  of  the  inhabitants. 
Europeans   have  given  the  name  of  Siam  to  the 
I  capital  of  the  kingdom,   called  by  the  natives  Crung 
I  li  ayn  thaya,  that  is,  the  excellent  city.     It  is  built 
I  on  the  river  Men  an,  which  fignifies  thefea  of  waters, 
I  and  is  contained   in  an  iiland  two  leagues  in  circuit. 
j  It  is  furrounded  by  a  ftrong  wall,  and  is   capable  of 
I  liipporting  a  liege  of  feveral  months  againft  an  army 
of  50,000  men  :  one  great  addition  to  its  ftrength  is 
j  the  everflowing  of  the  river  every  fix  months,  which 
mull  oblige  an   army    to  retire.     The   city  has  the 
j  advantage  of  canals  running  through  all  the  ftreets, 
by    which    means  they  tranfport  their  effefts  quite 
from  the  fea,    and   conveying  them  in   boats,   land 
i  them  at  their  warehoufes  ;  and  this  has  drawn  traders 
'  thither  from  moft   parts  of  the  world.     The  Portu- 
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guefe  were  firft  mafters  of  the  commerce  ;  but  were 
driven  from  thence  by  the  Siamefe  and  Dutch  :  they 
are  not  however,  entirely  expelled  ;  for  they,  as  well 
as  the  Englilh,  French,  Chinefe,  and  Moors,  have 
boufes  there.  The  other  nations  are  faid  to  lefide  in 
two  large  rich  fuburbs  that  lie  to  the  eaft  and  weft 
of  the  city. 

The  riches  of  the  country  are  chiefly  difplayed  in 
the  pagods,  and  the  prince's  palace,  by  the  quantity 
of  the  workmanfhip  in  gold,  with  which  they  are 
adorned  ;  by  their  prodigious  bulk,  their  admirable 
ftru6ture,  and  incredible  colieflions  of  jewels. 

The  magnificence  of  the  pagods  furpaHes  every 
thing  of  the  kind  to  befeen  in  the  Indies.  The  mofi; 
celebrated  of  thefe  is  that  in  the  king's  palace.  While 
the  fpcdtator  is  ftartled  at  feeing  on  one  fide  of  the 
portal  an  horrible  monfter,  and  on  the  other  a  cow, 
his  eyes  and  imagination  all  at  oncelofe  fight  of  thofe 
objects,  and  are  dazzled  with  the  fplendor  of  the 
walls,  the  ceiling  and  pillars,  and  of  an  infinite 
number  of  figures  fo  properly  gilt,  that  they  feera 
covered  with  plates  of  gold.  Having  advanced  forrie 
fteps,  a  fmall  elevation  appears  in  the  form  of  an  al- 
tar, on  which  are  four  figures  faid  to  be  of  malTy  gold, 
nearly  as  big  as  the  life,  fitting  crofs-legged  ;  beyond 
it  is  a  kind  of  choir,  where  there  is  the  richeft  pagod 
or  idol  in  the  kingdom  ;  for  they  give  that  name 
indifcriminately  to  the  idol,  or  the  temple  in  which 
it  is  contained.  This  fiatue  is  about  45  feet  in  height, 
and  being  in  a  Handing  pofiure,  touches  with  its 
head  the  vault  of  the  choir.  But  what  is  moft  aftonifli- 
jng,  it  is  faid  to  be  of  folid  gold,  and  according  to  a  1 
curfory  efi:iniate  ought  to  be  above  12,500  pounds  s 
weight.  It  is  alfo  pretended  that  this  rich  coloiTus  1 
was  caft  in  the  place  where  it  Hands,  and  that  after- 
wards they  built  the  temple  about  it.  On  its  fides 
are  others  of  lefs  value,  which  are  alfo  of  gold,  and 
enriched  with  jewels. 
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At  an  hundred  paces  from  the  palace  is  another 
I  temple,  which  though  not  fo  rich,  is  a  regular  and 
beautiful  ftru6lure,    adorned  with  five  cupolas,  of 
which  that  in  the   middle  is  larger  than  all  the  reft  : 
the  roof  is  covered  with  gilt  pewter.     Forty-four 
! pyramids  furround  and  adorn  the  temple:  thefe  are 
placed  in  three  rows,  and  in  different  ftories.    In  the 
i circuit  which  enclofes  thefe  buildings,  all  along  the 
galleries,  are  above  four  hundred  clay  ftatues  gilt. 
I     The  principal  paged  in  the  city  contains  near  four 
ithoufand   idols  all  gilt,  befides  the  three  principal 
ones  faid  to  be  of  malFy  gold.     That  which  pafTesfor 
the  fecond  is  fix  leagues  from  the  city,  and  is  only 
open  for  the  king  and  the  priefts  ;  the  people  remain 
proftrate   before  the  gate,   with  their  faces   to  the 
earth.     The  third  is  in  the  Dutch  ifland,  where  the 
principal  idol  is  furrounded  by  above   three  hun- 
dred others  of  different  dimenfions,  in  all    manner 
i  of  poftures. 

I  According  to  the  fame  authors,  the  king's  palace 
I  both  within  and  without,  is  even  more  fplendid  than 
the  temples.  It  is  lituated  on  a  fmall  eminence, 
and  extends  to  the  banks  of  the  river.  Though  in 
extent  it  may  be  compared  to  a  city,  all  its  towers, 
pyramids  and  elevated  buildings  are  gilt.  The 
'  apartments  of  the  king  and  queen  contain  incon- 
ceivable riches,  gold  and  precious  ftones  ihine  on 
all  fides;  and  there  is  nothing  in  all  the  call  fo 
magnificent,  except  at  Indoftan  and  China. 

Such  were  the  notions  propogated  by  Father  Ta- 
chard,  and  the  Abbe  de  Choify,  who,  in  1685  accom- 
panied M.  de  Chaumont  in  his  embalTy  to  Siam  ; 
but  the  Count  de  Forbin,  one  of  the  commanders 
of  thefquadron  fent  on  this  occafion  obferves,  that 
the  Siamefe  minifter  omitted  nothing  that  could  im- 
pofe  upon  thofe  gentlemen.  He  ihewed  them  ail 
the  riches  of  the  royal  treafury,  which  are  indeed 
worthy  of  a  great  king  ;  but  he  forbore  to  tell  them 
that  the   quantity  of  gold,   fiiver  and  jewels,   was 
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colle6Ved  by  a  long  fucceffion  of  kings ;  it  being 
cuftomary  at  Siam,  and  in  other  of  the  eaftern 
nations,  to  value  their  kings  only  in  proportion  as 
they  have  enriched  the  treafury,  while  at  the  fame 
time,  (however  great  be  theirneceffity)  they  are  not 
permitted  to  touch  it.  He  took  thenn  to  fee  the  iineft 
pagods  of  the  city  and  country  :  when  they  beheld 
the  enormous  ftatues,  which  they  were  told  were  of 
mafly  gold  :  this  they  believed  ;  for  they  are  finely 
gilt,  and  they  could  not  touch  them,  moft  of  them 
being  placed  very  high,  and  the  reft  (hut  up  within 
iron  grates  that  are  never  opened,  and  are  not  to 
be  approached  within  a  certain  diftance. 

In  the  long  ftay  the  Count  de  Forbin  made  at 
Siam  and  Louvo,  he  had  time  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  truth,  and  did  not  overlook  the  real  mifery  that 
prevails  in  the  country.  Of  this  we  may  lorm  a 
judgment  by  the  poverty  of  the  madarines,  '  who 
are  the  chief  of  the  Siamefe  nation.  He  was  extreme- 
]y  furprized  at  the  fituation  in  which  he  found  thofe 
of  the  court  of  Louvo  :  they  were  feated  in  a  circle 
on  mats  of  {lender  ofier,  with  only  one  lamp  before 
them  ;  and  when  one  of  them  wanted  to  read  or 
write,  he  took  the  end  of  a  yellow  candle  out  of  his 
pocket,  lighted  it,  and  put  it  on  a  piece  of  wood, 
which  turning  from  fide  to  fide  on  a  pivot,  ferved 
them  for  a  candleftick. 

De  Forbin  had  the  honour  to  be  made  lord  high 
admiral  and  general  of  the  forces  of  his  Siamefe 
majefty  ;  but  his  fortune  ill  fuited  the  pompous  titles 
befiowed  on  him.'  They  gave  him  a  houfe  as  plain 
as  it  was  little,  whither  they  lent  thirty-fix  ilaves 
to  ferve  him,  and  fix  elephants.  The  maintaining 
of  his  houfhold  coft  him  only  five  fols  a  day,  ib 
temperate  are  tlie  men,  and  fo  cheap  the  provifions. 
He  himfelf  had  his  table  at  the  minifter's  ;  his 
houfe  was  furnifhed  with  a  few  very  inconfiderable 
moveables  ;  to  which  were  added  twelve  filver  plates 
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and  two  lllver  cups,  all  very  thin  ;  four  dozen   of 
cotton  napkins,  and  two  yellow  vjTlx  candles  a  day. 
In  Ihort,  there  is  none  rich  but  the  king,  and 
nothing  elfe  in  Siam  appears  with  the  leaft  fplendor 
but  the  royal   palaces  and   temples.     M,    Ceberet 
obferves  that  the   whole  kingdom,  which   is  very 
large,  is  nothing  but  a  vaft  defert,  and  that  in  pro- 
portion as  one  advances  into  the  country,  nothing  is 
to  be  feen  but  forefts  and  wild  beafts.     The  people 
dwell  on  the   banks  of  the  rivers,  and  prefer  that 
fituation  to  any  other,  becaufe  the  lands  which  are 
overflowed  fix  months    in  the  year,  produce   great 
quantities  of  rice  almoll  without  culture.     In    this 
rice  confifts  all  the  riches  of  the  country.     As  to 
the  king,    haughtinefs,    defpotifm,  and  an  abfolute 
government,  are  the  only  marks  by  which  he  choofes 
to  be  diftingui(hed  from  all  other  fovereigns.     The 
refpefl  he  requires  from  his  people  extends  almoft  to 
adoration.     Even  in   the  council,  which  Ibmetimes 
lafts  four  hours,  the  minifters  of  ftate  and  the  man- 
darines are  continually  proftrate  before  him.     They 
never  fpeak   to  him  but  on  their  knees,  with   their 
hands  raifed  to  their  heads,  making  every  moment 
profound  reverences,  and    accompanying  their  dii- 
courfe  with  pompous  titles,  celebrating  his  power 
or  his  goodnefs.     They  receive  his  words  as  oracles, 
and  his  orders  are  inftantly  executed  without  the  leaft 
pppofition.     When  he  goes  abroad  all  are  obliged 
to  keep  within  doors  ;  and  that  law  was  thought  fo 
•important,  that  even  the  French  ambafTadors  were 
lObliged  to  fubmit  to  it.     His  fubjefts  are  fiaves  who 
ipolTefs  nothing   but  what   belongs   to  him.     Even 
vBobility    is   not    hereditary,    it  coiififting   onlv   in 
honours  and  employments  which  the  prince  bellows, 
and  may  withdraw  whenever  he  pleafes. 

The  natives  of  both  fexes  go  bare-headed  ;  their 
hair  is  cut  within  two  inches  of  the  Ikin,  gummed, 
and  combed  upwards,  which  make  their  heads  feeni 
very  large,  and  all   in   brifiles,  like  a  boar's  back. 

VOL.     VI.  '^ 
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The  men  are  of  an  olive  complexion,  and  have  but 
little  hair  on  the  chin  ;  but  the  complexion  of  the 
women  is  a  ftraw  colour.  They  are  well  Ihaped, 
and  have  a  large  forehead,  a  fmall  nofe,  and  a  hand- 
fome  mouth,  with  plump  lips.  Their  talapoins  or 
priefls  are  diftjnguiflied  from  the  laity  by  wearing 
a  cinnamon  or  orange  coloured  cloak,  and  by  hav- 
ing their  heads,-  beards^  and  eye  brows  kept  clofe 
lliaved.  They  are  forbidden  to  marry,  or  to  med- 
dle with  money,  and  if  any  of  the  priefthood  is 
convicted  of  incontinence  he  is  burned  alive.  The 
Children  are  carefully  educated  by  priefts  fet  apart  for 
that  purpofe,  fo  that  there  are  few  Siamefe  who  can- 
not write ;  afterwards  the  children  are  put  to  fuch 
IbulinefTes  as  fuit  beft  with  their  genius  and  quality; 
and  there  is  generally  a  reciprocal  harmony  between 
the  parents  and  children.  In  marriages,  they  pay 
no  regard  to  confanguinity,  except  between  father 
and  daughter,  mother  and  fon,  brother  and  fifter ; 
for  ail  other  degrees  are  lawful. 

The  punilhments  infli6led  on  criminals  are  very 
fevere  :  for  robbery  and  theft,  they  are  commonly 
beheaded.  For  rebellion  and  mutiny,  they  are 
ripped  up  alive,  their  entrails  taken  out,  and  their 
bodies  faftened  in  a  kind  of  wicker  bafket,  and  ex* 
pofed  to  the  birds  and  beafts  of  prey  ;  and  for 
murder,  the  condemned  perfon  is  made  faft  to  a  ftake 
driven  into  the  ground  ;  an  elephant  is  then  brought, 
which  twines  his  trunk  round  the  perfon  and  ftake, 
and  pulling  them  with  great  violence,  tolTes  them 
both  into  the  air,  and  in  coming  down  receives  the 
man  on  his  teeth ;  then  fhaking  him  off,  he  puts 
One  of  his  fore-feet  on  the  carcafe  and  fqueezes  it 
flat. 

In  the  mountains  of  Siam  are  mines  of  iron,  tin> 
lead,  filver  and  gold :  but  they  all  belong  to  the 
crown.  The  plains  produce  rice  and  other  grain  ; 
and  as  good,  if  not  the  beft  oranges,  lemons,  and 
Jime;s>  to  be  found  in  the  world.     In  the  woods 
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0re  abundance  of  wild  animals,  as  elephants,  rb.i- 
nocerofes,    leopards,   and   tygers ;   and  the  natives 
-  have   tame  cattle,  as  cows,  buffaloes,  and  fwjne  in 
plenty  about  their  farms. 

The  king's  dominions  extend  fouthward  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Ligor,  where  the  kingdom  of 
Malacca  begins.  It  is  thus  that  the  peninfula  or 
tongue  of  land  is  called  that  lies  .between  ths 
ilreight  of  that  name,  and  the  kingdom  of  Siam. 

The  inhabitants  of  Malacca  are  extremely  favage. 
The  heat  of  the  climate  in  which  they  dwell,  which 
is  almoft  under  the  line,  renders  their  colour  very 
fwarthy  ;  and  they  are  fo  fond  of  the  Europeans  on 
account  of  iheir  whitenefs,  that  as  foon  as  they 
arrive  on  their  coafts,  they  offer  them  their  wives 
and  daughters,  that  they  may  have  children  like 
them.  But  notwithftanding  the  barbarity  of  their 
manners,  their  language  is  reckoned  the  fineft  in  all 
the  Indies,  where  it  is  at  leaft  as  common  as  the 
French  in  Europe.  But  of  this  country  we  have 
already  given  an  account. 

To  the  eaftward  of  the  peninfula  beyond  the 
Ganges,  is  the  kingdom  of  Camboia,  or  Cambodia, 
which  is  bounded  on  the  north  t?y  that  of  Laos,  on 
the  eaft  by  thofe  of  Cochin  China,  and  Ciampa  ;  on 
the  fouth  and  weft  by  the  fea,  and  the  dominions  of 
the  king  of  Siam.  This  country  which  is  entirely 
watered  by  the  river  Mecon,  produces  in  great 
abundance  all  that  is  neceffary  to  the  life  o^  man, 
as  flelh,  rice,  cocoas,  and  fruit  of  all  other  kinds  ; 
yet  it  is  ill  peopled,  and  its  trade  very  incpnfider- 
able. 

Camboia,  the  capital,  is  the  only  city  in  the  king- 
dom worthy  of  notice.  The  prince  refides  in  a 
mean  palace,  furrounded  with  a  palifide  that  refem- 
bles  a.  partition-wall  ;  but  it  is  defended  by  a  great 
pumber  of  Chinefe  cannon,  and  other  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery faved  from  the  wj'eck  of  two  Dutch  veOels 
thrown  upon  the  coaft.     There  is  a  temple  here  gf  -4 
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very  particular  ftriidture,  whofe  beauty  is  mucli  com- 
mended. It  is  lupported  by  wooden  pillars  varnidied 
with  black,  and  adorned  with  gilded  foliages  and 
reliefs,  and  the  pavement  is  covered  with  nnats.  The 
priefts  who  ferve  in  it  hold  the  firft  rank  in  the  ftate. 

The  Cambodians  are  of  a  light  brown  complexion; 
they  are  well  (haped,  and  have  long  hair  and  thin 
beards.  Their  women  are  handfome,  but  not  very 
modeft.  Their  drefs  is  a  petticoat  reaching  below 
the  ancles,  and  a  jacket  which  fits  clofe  to  their 
bodies  and  arms.  The  men  wear  a  veftment  like 
our  night-gowns,  but  nothing  on  their  heads  and 
feet. 

To  the  eaftward  is  Cochin  China,  which  extends 
along  the  coaft  of  the  fea  700  miles  from  the  river  of 
Cambodia  to  that  of  Quambin.  There  is  no  country 
in  the  torrid  zone  wherein  the  four  feafons  are  better 
diftinguiflied.  Though 'the  rivers  are  not  confider- 
able,  they  are  the  fource  of  its  plenty.  During  the' 
months  of  September,  06iober,  and  November, 
they  rife  every  fifteen  days,  overflow  all  the  fields  for 
three  days,  and  render  them  fo  fertile,  that  the 
natives  fow  and  reap  twice  a  year  :  the  foil  produces 
rice,  fevcral  forts  of  fruit  and  herbs,  pepper,  cin- 
namon, benjoin,  eagle  and  calembawood.  Gold,  lilver, 
lilk,  cotton,  and  yjorcelain,  are  likewife  to  be  found 
here.  Among  the  animals  are  rhinocorofes,  and 
elephants  of  an  extraordinary  fize  and  furprifing 
docility.  The  fea  abounds  with  excellent  tifn.  There 
are  fixty  good  harbours,  which  induce  the  inhabi- 
tants to  apply  themfelves  to  trade  and  navigation. 
That  of  Faito,  fituated  a  little  above  the  mouth  of  a 
navigable  river,  is  one  of  the  mod  confiderable,  and 
is  defended  by  a  fortrefs.  It  is  inhabited  by  Cb.inefe 
and  Japanefe,  who  carry  on  a  free  trade  under  the 
prote6tjon  of  the  prince. 

The  abbe  Choili,  in  his  travels  has  given  a  very 
pompous  defcription  of  this  country  ;  which  appears 
to  be  entirely  fabulous.     He  represents  their  gallies 
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$i  covered  on  the  outfide  with  a  black  varnifh,  and 
within  with  a  red,  that  ihines  like  a  mirror.  Ac- 
cording to  him,  the  failors  commonly  wear  nothing 
but  drawers  of  white  lilk,  and  a  hair  cap  ;  but  when 
they  prepare  for  battle,  they  put  on  their  heads  a 
finall  gilt  head-piece,  and  on  their  body  a  fine  clofe 
coat :  but  what  is  moil  extraordinary,  this  clofe  coat 
leaves  the  right  arm,  flioulder,  and  fide  entirely 
naked.  The  guards  of  the  king  and  prince,  fays  he, 
are  clothed  in  velvet,  and  have  arms  of  gold  and 
filver:  but  we  are  not  writing  a  romance,  and  Ihall 
therefore  not  attempt  to  dazzle  the  reader  with  fuch 
abfurd  defcriptions. 

To  the  northward  of  Cochin  China  lies  the  king- 
dom of  Tonquin,  which  was  once  fubjeft  to  the  vail 
empire  of  China  ;  but  a  famous  robber  named  Din, 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  men  of  his  own 
profeffion,  whom  he  infpired  with  the  refolution  of 
throwing  off  the  Chinefe  yoke  :  when  being  joined 
by  others,  he  fucceeded  in  his  attempt,  and  thofe 
who  had  engaged  in  the  revolt,  out  of  gratitude, 
placed  the  crown  on  his  head.  But  the  happinefs  of 
independency  was  foon  loft,  by  the  people  becoming 
involved  iii  a  long  train  of  civil  wars,  the  laft  of  which 
was  concluded  by  a  treaty,  wherein  the  competitor  of 
the  king  Le  being  lefs  defirous  of  the  title  of  fove- 
reign  than  of  real  power,  left  him  all  the  external 
fplendour  of  a  monarch,  on  condition  he  Ihould  have 
the  abfolute  command  in  the  armies,  with  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  revenues  of  the  kingdom,  and  that  their 
defcendants  fhould  fucceed  to  the  lame  privileges.  By 
virtue  of  this  agreement  there  are  two  forts  of  kings; 
he  who  receives  the  title  and  honours  of  royalty  is 
called  Bau,  and  the  other,  who  has  all  its  advantages, 
is  termed  the  Choud.  The  Bau,  fenfible  of  the  fmall- 
nefsofhis  power,  is  feldom  {^een  out  of  his  palace. 
He  is  almolt  conftantly  taken  up  in  giving  audience 
to  his  fubje^ts,  in  hearing  their  complaints,  and  de- 
termining their  private  diiferences.     This  is  the  ut- 
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moft  extent  of  his  authority,  for  he  can  publilh  no 
edi6t  rehiting  to  the  government,  without  the  Ghoua's 
confent.  The  princes  his  fons  are  attended  by  offi- 
cers appointed  by  the  Choua,  and  never  leave  the 
palace  above  fix  tarjes  a  year,  and  that  only  fix  days 
each  time.  In  the  firft  ot  thefe  days  of  liberty,  they 
vific  the  temples ;  in  the  two  following,  they  take  the 
diverfion  of  hunting  ;  and  during  the  three  laft,  they 
iail  on  the  river,  in  gallies  magnificently  adorned. 
The  fovcreign  nominates  which  of  his  fuccellbrs  fliiill 
fucceed  him:  this  is  no  fooner  made  known  than  the 
Choua,  followed  by  his  principal  officers,  and  the 
council  of  ftate^  do  him  homage,  and  take  an  oath  to 
place  him  on  the  throne  after   the  Bau's  death. 

The  Tonquinefe  are  affable,  and  naturally  formed 
to  the  laws  of  reafon.  Both  fexes  are  clothed  after 
the  fame  manner  ;  their  drefs  is  a  long  robe,  pretty 
ftrait,  with  a  clofe  neck,  and  reaching  down  to  the 
heels;  it  is  faftened  round  the  waift  by  a  filk  girdle, 
or  one  of  gold  orfilver  tilfue;  but  the  military  drefs 
reaches  no  lower  than  the  knees.  It  is  the  common 
cuftom  of  the  country  to  walk  barefooted  all  the  year, 
The  Tonquinefe  ladies  are  as  modeft  and  referved,  as 
thofe  of  the  common  rank  are  libertine  in  their  con- 
du(5f.  They  wear  a  fort  of  hat,  the  borders  of  which 
are  extremely  large  and  folid  ;  it  is  made  of  the  leaves 
of  a  tree  that  grows  in  the  country.  Both  fexes  wear 
their  hair  as  long  as  it  will  grow,  and  the  women 
drefs  theirs  with  great  care.  The  people  are  of  a 
ftrong  and  hardy  conftitution  ;  their  ftature  is  not 
extraordinary  ;  but  they  are  well  proportioned,  and 
have  agreeable  features.  Thofe  who  live  in  the  cities 
,^re  rather  white  than  brown  ;  but  the  country  peo- 
ple are  almoft  all  olive  coloured. 

Nobility,  with  fuitable  revenues,  is  the  reward  of 
thofe  who  excel  in  the  knowlege  of  the  laws,  or 
mathematics,  aftronomy,  and  natural  philofophy. 
Several  days  in  the  year  are  fet  apart  for  the  exami- 
nation of  thofe  who  prefent  themfeives.     The  king 
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honours  this  ceremony  with  his  prefence ;  he  confers 
nobility  on  thofe  who  have  given  iktisfadion  to  the 
queftions  of  the  mandarines  j  he  caufes.a  robe  of 
violet  fatin  to  be  given  them,  and  appoints  the  cities 
and  villages  that  are  to  produce  the  rents  which  he 
affigns  them.  During  one  part  of  the  year,  all  the 
tradefmen  whatever,  except  the  citizens  of  Keco, 
the  capita],  are  obliged  to  work  three  months  in  the 
year  for  the  royal  family,  and  two  more  for  the  man- 
darines or  great  lords :  Tome  of  their  moft  laborious 
employments  are,  lopping  the  trees,  and  feeding 
the  elephants  belonging  to  the  king  and  the  army. 

Their  principal  riches  confift  in  filk,  mufk.,  and 
aloes  wood,  which  they  fell  to  foreigners.  They 
value  themfelves  much  on  their  fairnefs  in  trade : 
which  is  the  more  furprizing,  as  they  are  neighbours 
to  the  Chinefe,  and  are  not  only  nearly  of  the  fame 
religion,  but  have  frequent  dealings  with  thofe  cun- 
ning people,  who  are  verfed  in  all  manner  of  deceit. 
The  Tonquinefe  having  no  mines  of  gold  or  filver, 
coin  no  money  ;  but  make  ufc  of  plates  of  gold  and 
lilver  as  they  come  from  China,  which  they  cut  in 
pieces,  and  weigh  according  to  the  prices  of  what 
they  purchafe. 
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OF 


I  N  A, 


LOUIS  Le  COMPTE,  and  P.  Du  HALDE. 


Containing  theif  appointment  by  the  French  king; — their  adven-. 
tures  till  their  arrival  in  China; — their  reception  at  court;— 
alfo  the  buildings,  religion,  manners  and  cuftomsof  theChinefe, 
with  an  account  of  the  climate,  vegetables,  mines,  &c.  of  that 
country. 


JL  HE  French  king  having  refolved  to  fend  fix 
Jefiiits  to  China,  under  the  character  of  his  majefty's 
mathematicians^  I  was  appointed  one  of  them,  and 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1685,  we  all  fet  fail  in 
a  (hip  which  carried  Monf  Chaumont,  who  was  fent 
as  ambaflador  extraordinary  to  the  court  of  Siam. 
"We  had  a  very  agreeable  voyage.  The  king  of  Siam 
who  pretended  to  be  Ikilled  in  aftronomy,  was  defi- 
rous  of  affiiling  at  our  aftronomical  obfervations,  and 
admiring  the  exa6lnefs  with  which  we  foretold  an. 
eclipfe  of  the  moon,  endeavoured  to  perfuade  us  to 
fiay  at  his  court;    but  at  length  confented  that  four 

*  The  pafTages  from  Du  Halde  are  enclofed  in  crotchets,  thus  [  ] 
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'  of  us  fliould  depart  for  China,  provided  one  of  us 

would  return  with  his  ambafiador,  to  defire  Louis 

XIV.  to  fend  him  more  mathematicians,  and  that  in 

.  the  mean  while  I  would  remain  with  him. 

i      The  prieft  with  the  Siamefe  ambafladors  arrived  in 

'  fafety  at  Paris  ;  but  the  four  fathers  who  fet  fail  for 

China,    fuffered  fhipwreck,    and  after    undergoing 

I  feveral  hardlhips  returned   to  Siam,  in  an  Engliih 

I  vefTel. 

I      At  that  time  a  rebellion  had  broke  out  at  Siam, 
which  facilitated  my  departure  ;  we  fet  fail  in  a  fmall 
Chinefe  velfel ;  but  though  the  king  gave  orders  fur 
our  being  treated  with  kindnefs,  it  is  not  eafy  to  con- 
ceive a  more  difagreeable  voyage  than  we  were  obliged 
to  endure.     We  had  no  (belter  againft  the  weather, 
and  were  fo  ftreightened  for  want  of  room,  that  we 
could  not  lie  at  our  length.  We  were  placed  near  an 
idol,   black  with  the  fmoak  of  a   lamp  continually 
burning  to  its  honour,  and  daily  worfhipped  by  the 
deluded  crew.  The  fun  flione  dire6tly  over  our  heads, 
and  we  had  fcarce  any  water  to  quench   the  extreme 
thirft  caufed   by  the  exceffive  heat  of  the  climate. 
Indeed  we   had  a  daily  allowance  of  three  meals  of 
rice,  and  the  captain  often  alked  us  to  eat  meat  with 
i  him  ;  but  that  being  always  firft  offered  to  the  idol, 
j  We  looked  upon  it  with  more  horror  than  appetite. 
I      In  this  manner  we  fpent  above   a  month.       It  is 
;  true,  we  fometimes,  by  the  help  of  an  interpreter,  at- 
tempted to  convince  them  of  the  abfurdity  of  that 
;  worfliipin  which  they  had  the  unhappinefs  to  be  edu- 
]  cated.     One  day  in  particular,  they  flocked  about  us, 
I  and  the  difpute  grew  fo  warm,  that  we  were  obliged 
I  to  give  it   up.     Seamen  are  generally  untra6lable  ; 
I  thefe  took  great  offence  at  what  we  had  faid  of  their 
idol,  and  fbon  came  towards  us  armed  with  lances 
and  half  pikes,  with   looks  that  feemed  to  threaten 
;  our  deftru6lion.     We  were  inllantly  filled  with    ap- 
prehenfions  ;  but  at  laft   were   delivered  from  this 
painful   fiifpenfej   by   finding  that  they  v/ere  only 
VOL.  VI.  A  a 
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preparing  for  a  proceffion  in  honour  of  their  idol ; 
perhaps  to  appeafe  the  anger  they  fiippofed  fhe  might 
have  conceived  at  what  we  had  faid  to  her  difad  van- 
tage. 

There  is  fcarce  a  nation  under  the  fun  more  fuper- 
ftitious  than  the  Chinefe,  who  woriliip  the  very  com- 
pafs  by  which  they  fteer,  continually  offering  it  meat 
and  incenfe.  Twice  a  day  they  regularly  threw  into 
the  fea  little  pieces  of  guilt  paper  in  the  form  of  mo- 
ney, as  it  were  to  bribe  it  to  be  favourable.  Some- 
times they  would  prefent  it  with  little  paper  boats, 
that  being  bufy  in  tolling  and  ruling  them,  fhe  might 
negle6f  our  fhip.  But  when  that  unruly  element,  in 
fpite  of  their  courtfey,  grew  troublefome,  from  its 
being  agitated  as  they  imagined  by  the  Daemon  who 
governs  it,  they  burnt  fome  feathers,  with  which 
they  made  fuch  a  f^ink,  as  was  fufficient  to  drive 
away  any  fiend  that  had  the  fenfe  of  fmelling. 

Once  paffing  near  an  hill  on  which  one  of  their 
temples  is  ere(5led,  their  fuperftition  \yas  carried  to 
the  utmoft  length  ;  for  befides  the  ufual  ceremonies 
confifting  of  meat  offerings,  burning  of  candles  and 
perfumes,  throwing  little  baubles  of  guilt  paper  into 
the  fea,  and  an  infinite  number  of  other  fopperies,  all 
hands  were  employed  for  five  or  fix  hours  in  making 
a  little  veifel  refembling  the  fliip,  of  about  four  feet 
in  length,  with  the  mafls,  tackling,  fails,  and  flags: 
it  had  lii^ewife  its  compafs,  rudder  and  (hallop;  its 
arms,  uten Ills  for  drefling  provifions,  the  provilions 
themfelves,  with  the  cargo  and  book  of  accounts: 
befides  they  daubed  as  many  fmall  pieces  of  paper  as 
we  were  men  in  the  (liip,  which  were  difpofed  of  in 
the  fame  place  we  were  in.  This  veffel  with  all  its 
appurtenances,  being  placed  on  two  ftaves,  was,  at  the 
noife  of  a  tabor  and  brazen  baion,  raifed  up  in  view 
of  the  whole  crew.  A  feaman  in  the  habit  of  a 
bronze,  or  prieft,  was  the  chief  man  among  them,  he 
playing  feveral  apilh  tricks  with  a  quarterftaff,  and  at 
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'  Ifttervals  fliouting  aloud.  At  length  the  myfterious 
toy  was  committed  to  the  waves,  and  gazed  at  as  far 
as  the  fight  could  reach,  accompanied  with  the  ac- 
clamations of  the  bronze,  who  roared  with  all  his 
niight. 

j      Soon  after  an   accident  happened,  which  at  firft 
I  gave  them  lefs  pieafiire,  though  in  the  end  it  proved 
i  an  equal  diverfion  to  us  all.    The  mariners  imagined 
;  they  faw  through  their  perfpe6lives  a  (hip  in  a  part 
of  the  fea  much  infefted  by  pirates  :   they  diftinguifh- 
i  cdthe  mails,  the  fails,  nay  fome  faw  the  very  tackling, 
i  and  even  perceived  by  the  manner  of  her  failing, 
j  that  (he  intended  to  pay  us  a  vilit.     The  Chinefe, 
I  who,  of  all  men,    love  beft  to  fleep  in  a  whole  fkin, 
!  were  in  great   confternation  ;  and  the  fear  we  faw 
painted   in   their  faces   while    they    prepared  their 
I  fcymeters,  pikes  and  mufkets,  filled  us  with  terror, 
for  we  imagined  ourfelves  in  danger  of  being  im- 
mediately ftrangled,  by  villains  who  gave  no  quarter 
to  fuch  as  fall  into  their  hands,  and  which  we  could 
no  othervvife  efcape  but    by   leaping  into   the  fea. 
■  A  remedy    which    was  fomewhat  violent  and  not 
much   better  than    being  ftrangled.      Our  perfpec- 
I  tive  glalFes  were  often  ufed,    and  to  our  no  fmall 
j  furprize,  the  mighty  veffel  as  it  came  nearer  lefTened, 
j  as  did  our  ill  grounded  fears;  for  we  now  doubted 
I  whether  it  was  a  ftiipor  no.     At  length  it  grew  a 
'  floating  if.and,  then  a  fea  horfe,  and  then  1  know 
1  not  what,  till  at  laft  being  full  in  fight,  it  proved 
j  to  be  a  tree,  which  a  violent  wind  had  torn  from 
I  the   coaft.     The  earth   and   pebbles  about  its  root 
!  made  it  fwim  upright,  fo  that  its  trunk,   which   was 
j  ver)^  high,  refembled  a  maft,  fome  branches  fpread 
j  on  each  fide,  had  been   taken  for  a  yard,  and  the 
]  leflTer  boughs,  for  ropes,    while  the  wind   and   fea 
j  beating  about  it   formed  a    track  not   unlike  that 
made  by  a  fliip.     The  dreadful  enemy  being  now 
ti€  more,  the  Chinefe  expreiled  very  heroically  their 


I  $8  A  DESCRIPTION  ! 

vexation  and  difappointment  at  lofing  fuch  an  op- 
portunity of  (hewing  their   courage. 

At  length  after  a  navigation  of  thirty-fix  days, 
which  the  continual  dangers  and  hardlhips  to  which 
we  were  expofed,  had  rendered  very  tedious,  we 
came  within  fight  ot  the  city  of  Niinpo  in  China. 
The  fight  infpired  us  with  joy  ;  but  though  we  were 
fo  near,  it  was  not  eafy  for  us  to  enter  it.  The 
captain  of  our  vefiTel,  on  our  arrival,  confined  us  in 
the  hold,  where  the  heat,  which  increafed  as  we 
came  nearer  the  land,  and  feveral  other  inconveni- 
ences, rendered  our  condition  almoft  infupportable. 
We  were,  however,  difcovered  by  an  officer  of  the 
cufl:oms,  and  foon  after  brought  before  a  mandarine, 
whom  we  found  in  a  large  ball  attended  by  his 
officers  with  a  multitude  of  people,  who  are  more 
curious  of  feeing  an  European,  than  we  Ihould  be 
here  of  viewing  a  Chinefe. 

We  were  no   fooner   entered,  than  we  were   in- 
formed that  we  mufl:  kneel  to  the  mandarine,  and 
bow  our  heads  nine  times  to  the  ground.    His  coun- 
tenance was  very  fevere,  and  our  dread  was  increafed 
at  the  fight  of  his  executioners,  who,  like  the  Roman 
li<5lors,  attended  with  chains  and  great  fticks,  ready 
to  bind  and  cudgel  whom  he  thought  fit.     Havmg 
paid  our  devoirs,  he  afl^ed  us,  who  we  were,  and 
our  bufinefs   there.     On   which    we  informed   him, 
that  hearing  in  Europe  that  feveral  of  our  brethren 
had  laboured  withfuccefs  in  fpreading  the  knowledge 
of  our  holy  religion  in  thofe  remote  parts,  the  fame 
^eal  had  infpired  us  with  the  defire  to  procure  them  i 
the  knowledge   of  the   true   God,  the  only    thing  j 
wanting  to  complete  the  grandeur  of  fo  flouiifliing  ; 
and  renowned  a  nation.     We  did  not  know  that  we  ' 
were  in  a  city  where  there  was  not  one  Chriftian. 
The  mandarine,  however,  exprefiTed  his  defire  to  ferve 
us  ;  but  added,  that  he  muft  confult  with  the  go- 
vernor ;  and  in  the  mean  w-hile  we  mufi;  return  to 
ourffiip. 
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Some  days  after  the  general  of  the  milita  in  and 
about  the  city,  defiring  to  fee  us,  entertained  us  very 
kindly,  and  on  our  leaving  him  to  wait  upon  the 
governor,  fent  an  officer  to  defire  him  to  ufe  us 
kindly.  The  governor  exprelTed  fome  refpe6t  for  us, 
but  letting  us  know  that  he  could  determine  nothing 
till  he  had  firft  conferred  with  the  chief  officers  of 
the  city,  we  were  forced  to  return  again  on  board 
our  hated  (hip.  Eight  days  being  fpent  in  confuUa- 
tions  at  the  cuftom  houfe,  we  were  fent  for,  to- 
gether with  our  goods,  which  con  filled  of  feveral 
bales  and  trunks  of  books,  images,  and  mathemati- 
cal inftruments  ;  and  having  opened  three  of  thtm, 
we  were  told  that  we  might  lodge  in  the  fuburbs, 
till  they  had  heard  from  the  viceroy,  to  whom  the 
governor  had  wrote  about  us.  Of  this  civility  we 
gladly  accepted,  and  in  our  new  habitation  enjoyed 
that  reft  and  liberty  which  is  always  grateful  after 
long  fatigue  and  confinement. 

The  port  of  Nimpo  is  fituated  in  the  mod  eaftern 
part  of  China,  and  has  a  \ery  difficult  entrance  ; 
but  from  thence  a  very  confiderable  trade  is  carried 
on  to  Japan.  This  city  is  one  of  the  firft  clafs  ;  it 
is  walled  round,  and  very  populous.  It  is  remark- 
able for  the  great  number  of  triumphal  arches  to  be 
feen  there,  which  indeed  are  very  common  in  the 
Other  parts  of  China  ;  but  they  are  here  fo  numerous 
as  to  be  inconvenient,  though  they  afford  an  agree- 
able profpedl  at  a  diftance.  They  confift  of  three 
great  arches  together,  built  of  marble,  that  in  the 
middle  being  much  the  higheft.  The  four  pillars 
by  which  they  are  fupported  are  fometimes  round  ; 
but  oftner  fquare,  formed  of  a  fingle  lione,  generally 
placed  on  an  irregular  bafe.  They  have  no  capitals, 
the  trunk  being  faftened  into  the  architrave,  if  that 
name  may  be  given  to  fome  figures  cut  over  the 
pillars.  The  frieze,  which  is  too  high,  in  proportion 
to  the  reft,  is  adorned  with  infer! ptions  and  relievos, 
finely  executed,  with  knots  wrought  loofe  one  with- 


1^0  A    DESCRIPTION 

in  another,  adorned  with  flowers  and  birds  flying 
as  it  were  from  the  ftone.  But  while  fonie  of  thele 
edifices  cannot  be  fufficiently  praifedj  others  are  not 
worth  notice. 

Some  time  after,  we  had  intelligence  that  the 
viceroy  of  the  province  was  much  offended  at  our 
being  fuffered  to  land,  and  was  refolved  to  fend  us 
back.  He  wrote  a  (hort  reprimand  to  the  governor 
of  Nimpo,  and  at  the  fame  time  fent  to  inform  the 
grand  tribunal  of  Pckin,  intrufted  with  the  care 
of  foreign  affairs,  that  we  were  five  Europeans,  who 
for  fome  private  ends  deligned  to  fettle  there,  in 
oppofition  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom  ; 
fo  that  the  court  decreed  that  we  fliould  be  baniflied  ; 
and  according  to  cuftom  he  fent  an  order  to  that 
effe6l  to  the  emperor,  for  his  iignature.  Had  this 
order  been  confirmed,  we  fliould  have  been  ruined, 
and  probably  the  mandarines  of  Nimpo,  for  treat- 
ing us  fo  favourably.  The  viceroy  who  had  as  great 
love  to  our  money,  as  he  had  hatred  to  our  belief, 
would  have  feized  our  bales,  aud  have  punilhed  the 
captain  who  brought  us,  by  feizing  his  merchandize, 
and  ordering  him  to  be  gone,  and  to  take  us  with 
him  ;  while  he  would  have  thrown  us  overboard  as 
the  authors  of  his  ruin.  But  we  had  wrote  to  father 
Intorcetta,  an  Italian  mifiiionary,  the  general  of  nor 
order  in  thofe  parts,  vi^ho  on  receiving  our  letters 
wrote  to  a  friend  at  court,  to  inform  his  majefty, 
who  was  then  in  Tartary,  of  our  arrival,  and  by  a 
wilful  miftake  caufed  his  letters  to  be  put  into  a 
pacquet,  which  he  knew  would  be  delivered  into  the 
emperor's  own  hand.  Thus  the  emperor  opened 
and  read  it  ,and  therefore  when  the  tribunal's  decree 
was  delivered  to  him,  he  anfwered,  that  he  would 
coniider  of  it  at  Pekin.  On  his  arrival  at  that  city 
he  was  informed  by  one  of  our  order,  that  by  our 
ikill  in  the  mathematics  we  might  be  of  ui'e  to  his 
majefty,  on  which,  by  the  advice  and  confent  of  his 
privy  council,  he  lent  for  lis  up  to  court  ;  and  it  hap- 
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pened  that  the  very  perfon  who  had  endeavoured  to 
turn  us  fhamefully  out  of  China,  was  himfelf  obliged 
to  introduce  us. 

The  viceroy  left  our  journey  as  far  as  Hamtcheou 
to  the  governor's  care,  who  provided  boats  for  us, 
and  that  we  might  want  for  nothing,  he  commanded 
an  inferior  mandarine  to  attend  Cis.  We  reached 
that  city,  and  afterwards,  on  our  leaving  it,  the 
viceroy,  who  was  afraid  left  he  fhould  be  informed 
againlt,  prefented  us  ten  piftoles  ;  fent  fome  chairs 
to  carry  us  to  an  imperial  barge  he  had  provided  for 
us,  and  ordered  fome  trumpets  and  hautboys  to 
attend  us,  at  the  fame  time  he  gave  us  an  order  from 
court,  in  purfuance  of  which  all  the  places  through 
which  we  paffed,  were,  while  we  went  by  water,  to 
find  us  boats  well  maned,  and  lixty  or  more  porters, 
in  cafe  the  froft  obliged  us  to  go  by  land  ;  befides 
each  city  was  to  give  us  the  vaiue  of  about  half  a 
pirtole  ;  this  being  allowed  to  the  chief  mandarines, 
who  are  laid  to  have  their  charges  borne  by  the  em- 
.peror,  though  this  will  not  amount  to  the  tenth  part 
of  the  ex  pence. 

The  barge  provided  for  us  was  a  fccond  rate,  con- 
taining fixfeen  feet  in  breadth,  and  feventy  in  length. 
Befides  the  cook-room,  that  of  the  mailer  and  his 
family,  that  for  the  crew,  and  another  for  our  men, 
there  was  a  pretty  large  cabin  wherein  we  dined, 
and  three  rooms,  in  which  fix  perfons  might  lie  at 
their  eafe,  all  which  were  painted,  gilt  and  varniflied. 

As  to  our  manner  of  proceeding  up  the  river;  as 
foon  as  the  anchor  was  weighed,  the  trumpets  and 
hautboys  founded  a  march,  and  then  took  their  leave 
by  firing  a  kind  of  chert,  in  which  were  three  iron 
barrels,  that  were  difcharged  one  after  another,  the 
miific  founding  between  each.  This  was  repeated 
whenever  we  met  a  mandarine's  barge,  or  came  to  a 
town,  or  when  either  night  ora  contrary  wind  oblig- 
ed us  to  come  to  an  anchor.  Every  night  ten  or 
twelve  inhabitants  of  the  town  neareft  to  the  place 
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where  he  call  anchor,  appeared  in  one  row  on  the 
Ihore,  when  the  matter  coming  on  the  deck,  made  a 
fpeech  on  their  obligations  to  preferve  all  who  be- 
longed to  the  emperor,  and  to  watch  for  the  tafety 
of  the  mandarines,  who  took  care  ot  the  ftate.  He 
then  enumerated  all  th^  accidents  to  which  we  were  li* 
able,  as  fire,  thieves,  and  ftorms,  exhorting  them  to  be 
vigilant,  and  telling  them  they  Ihould  be  anfwerable 
lor  all  the  mifchief  that  happened.  They  anfwered 
each  fentence  with  a  lliout,  and  then  retired  as  to 
form  a  guard,  leaving  only  one  centry,  who  continu- 
ally ftruck  two  flicks  againft  each  other,  and  was 
hourly  relieved  by  others  who  made  the  fame  noife, 
to  let  us  know  that  they  did  not  fall  afleep,  which  we 
would  gladly  have  allowed  them  to  do,  on  condition 
we  might  have  done  fo  ourfelves. 

On  the  third  of  January  we  arrived  at  Yamtchcoy, 
when  the  froft  forcing  us  to  leave  the  great  canal,  we 
had  horfes  provided  for  our  men,  and  porters  for  our 
goods.  As  for  ourfelves,  the  cold  and  fnow  to  which 
we  were  unaccuftomed,  made  us  chufe  to  go  in  litters. 
We  changed  our  porters  at  every  city  or  large  town, 
and  found  to  our  furprize,  that  we  could  get  above 
a  hundred  with  as  much  eafe  and  fpeed  as  in  France 
we  could  have  got  five  or  fix  The  cold  now  hourly 
encreafed,  and  at  length  became foiharp,  that  we  found 
the  river  Hoambo,  oneofthelargeftin  China,  almoft 
frozen  over :  a  whole  day  was  fpent  in  breaking  the 
ice,  and  we  pafiTed  it  with  much  trouble  and  diffi- 
culty. 

On  our  arrival  at  Pekin,  we  found  the  court  in 
mourning  for  the  emprefs  dowager;  the  courts  of  juf- 
tice  were  fhut  up  and  the  emprefs  gave  no  audience  : 
but  the  27  days  ofmourning  being  over,  in  which  the 
fovereign  himfelf  is  obliged  by  the  law  to  remain  in 
folitude,  he  fent  one  of  his  officers  to  fee  how  we  did, 
and  to  afk  us  fome  queftions  ;  fome  time  after  we  were 
fent  for  by  the  tribunal  who  had  pafTed  the  fentence 
of  bani/hment  upon  us  :  where  the  prefident,  gave  us 


O^'   CHINA.  ,  t^l 

^jfrnall  pjeccofvarnifhed  board,  wrapped  up  in  tafFety^, 
and  on  this  board  was  written,  among  other  things, 
that  we  might  nfe  our  inilruments,  and  fettle  in  what 
part  of  the  empire  we  pleated.  We  had  not  yet  had 
the  honour  to  attend  on  his  niajefty  ;  for  thefe  formar 
Jities  were  to  precede  our  audience:  but  we  had 
fcarcely  thus  got  our  difcharge,  when  two  eunuchs  en- 
tered, to  inform  the  pielident,  that  he  muft  attend 
with  his  brethren  in  a  particular  court  of  the  palace  ; 
and  we  were  infornied  of  the  ceremonies  ufed  on  fuch 
occafions. 

We  were  then  carried  in  chairs  to  the  firfl  gate*, 

j  whence  we  went  on   foot  through  eight  courts  of  a 

I  prodigious  length,  built  round  with  houfes  of  diifer- 

j  ent  kinds  of  architecture  ;  but  t!ie  buildings  of  none 

I  of  thefe  courts   were  very  cKtraordinary,   except  the 

i  large  fquare  ftruftures  over  the  arches  through  which 

j  we  paOed  from  one  court  into  another.     Thefe  in- 

i  deed  made  a  ilately  appearance,  they  being  built  of 

white  marble,  though  worn  rough  with  age.  Through. 

:  one  of  thefe  courts  ran  a  rivulet,  over  which   were  fe- 

veral  fmall  bridges  of  the  fame  kind  of  marble,   but 

pf  a  whiter  colour  and  better  workmanOiip. 

The  grandeur  of  this  palace  does  not  confifl  in  the 
npbienefs  and  elegance  of  the  archite6lure  ;  but  in 
the  prodigious  number  of  its  buildings,  courts  and 
gardens,  all  regularly  difpofed.  What  chiefly  ftruck 
nie,  as  being  moft  lingular,  was  the  emperor's  throne, 
of  which  the  beft  defcriptlon  my  memory  will  afford 
nie  is  the  following  ;  in  the  midft  of  one  of  thefe 
courts  is  a  fquare  bale  or  folid  building  of  an  extra- 
ordinary extent,  adorned  on  the  top  with  a  baluftrade 
much  in  the  European  faihion,  thisfupports  another 
fmaller  bafe,  aifo  encompaffed  with  a  baluftrade, 
oyer  which  are  placed  three  more  of  the. fame  kind, 
ca.ch  lellening  in  bulk,  as  it  arifes  above  the  other, 
O^  the  uppermoft  is  a  large  hall,  the  roof  of  which 
is  covered  with  gilt  tiles,  and  fupported  by  the  four 
walls,  and  as  many  rows  of  varnKhed  pillars,  be- 
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tween  which  is  feated  the  throne.  Thefe  vaft  bafesy 
with  their  baluftrades  of  white  marble,  thus  rifing 
above  each  other,  with  a  palace  on  the  top  glittering 
with  gold  and  varnifli,  have  a  very  fine  appearance, 
efpecially  as  they  are  thus  placed  in  the  midft  of  a 
fpacious  court>  furrounded  by  four  flately  rows  of 
buildings :  and  were  its  beauty  enhanced  by  the 
ornaments  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  architedure^ 
and  by  that  noble  fimplicity,  fo  much  valued  in  our 
buildings,  it  would  be  doubtlefs  as  magnificent  a 
throne  as  ever  was  raifed  by  art. 

After  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  walk,  we  at  length 
came  to  the  emperor's  apartment,  the  entrance  of 
which  was  not  very  fplendid  ;  but  the  anti-chamber  ' 
Avas  adorned  with  marble,  fculpture,  and  gildings/, 
the  neatnefs  of  the  workmanfhip  being  more  value- 
able  than  the  richnefs  of  the  materials.  But  the 
fecond  mourning  not  being  over,  tht  prefence  cham- 
ber was  ftill  difrobed  of  all  its  ornaments,  and  could 
boaft  of  none  but  the  prefence  of  the  fovereign,  who 
fat  on  a  fopha  raifed  three  feet  from  the  ground, 
covered  with  a  plain  white  carpet,  that  took  up  tte 
whole  breadth  of  the  room.  By  him  lay  fome  booksv 
paper  and  ink.  He  was  clothed  with  a  veft:  of  black 
fatin  furred  with  fable,  and  on  each  hand  Hood  a  row 
of  young  eunuchs  plainly  habited,  and  unarmed, 
■with  their  legs  clofe  to  each  other,  and  their  arms 
extended  downwards  along  their  fides,  which  is 
efteemed  the  moft  refpe^tfui  pofture. 

Being  come  to  the  outer  door,  we  hafted>  for  flich 
is'the  cufiom,  till  we  came  to  the  end  of  the  chamber 
oppofite  to  the  emperor.  Then  ftood  for  a  moment 
all  abreaft  in  the  pofture  the  eunuchs  were  in.  Next 
•falling  on  our  knees,  and  joining  our  hands,  vi^e  lifted 
them  up  to  our  heads,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  our 
arms  and  elbows  were  of  the  fame  height.  Wc 
bowed  thrice  to  the  ground,  then  riling  ftood  as  be- 
fore. The  fame  proft ration  was  repeated  a  fccoftd 
$ind  a  third  time,  when  we  were  ordered  to  come  for- 
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1  ?vard,  and  kneel  before  his  majefty,  who  treated  us 

with  the  greacelt  good  nature,  and  havmg  allied   us 

fome  queltions  relating  to  the  grandeur  of  France, 

the  length  of  the  voyage,  and  the  manner  in  which 

j  we  had  been  treated  by  his  mandarines,  let  us  know 

I  that  he  was  difpofed  to  grant  us  frefh  favours,  and 

I  then  difmilled  us.     He  was  Ibmewhat  above  the  mid- 

i  die  ftature,  and  though  pretty  corpulent,  was  lefs  fo 

'  than  a  Chinefe  would  with  to  be,  he  was  full  viiaged, 

;  .disfigured  with  the  Imall  pox  :  had  a  broad  forehead, 

i!  little  eyes  and  a  fmall  nofe.    In  fliort,  though  he  had 

I  not  an  ajr  of  majefty,  he  had  a  look  cf  great  good 

j  nature. 

I  ,  From  his  apartment  we  went  into  another,  where 
a  rr\andarine  treated  us  with  tea,  and  prefented  us 
from  the  emperor,  a  fum  worth  about  an  hundred 
piftoles  ;  this  prefent  might  feem  but  inconliderable 
from  fo  great  a  prince  ;  but  in  China  it  is  a  very 
extraordinary  one  where  it  is  a  maxim  with  the  great, 
to  take  as  much,  and  give  as  little  as  they  can.  On 
the  other  hand,  he  loaded  us  with  honour,  and  or- 
dered one  of  his  officers  to  wait  on  us  to  his  houfe. 

Fekin,  which  fignifies  the  north  court,  is  the  chief 
city  of  China,  and  ufual  feat  of  the  emperors  it 
being  thus  named  to  diftinguifli  it  from  Nankin, 
or  the  fouth  court,  where  the  emperor  formerly  re- 
fided,  it  being  in  the  fineft  and  moft  commodious 
fituation  of  any  city  in  the  empire  ;  but  the  con- 
tinual incurfions  of  Tartars  obliged  the  emperors  to 
fettle  in  one  of  the  northern  provinces;  where  he 
might  be  always  ready  to  oppofe  them.  Pekin  was 
the  place  fixed  upon  for  this  purpofe,  it  being  (ituated 
in  the  40th  degree  of  north  latitude,  at  a  fmaii  dif- 
tance  from  the  famous  Chinefe  wall.  Its  neighbour- 
hood to  the  fea  on  the  eaft,  and  the  great  canal  on 
the  fouth,  afforded  it  a  communication  with  feveral 
fine  provinces,  from  which  it  draws  part  of  its  fub^ 
fiftence. 
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Th^  city  of  Pekin,  which  is  exa6t!y  Iqiiare,  waS 
foimerly  four  leagues  round  ;  but  the  Tartars  fettle- 
ing  there,  forced  the  Chinefe  to  live  without  the  walls, 
where  they  foon  built  a  new  town,  which,  with  the 
old  one,  compofes  an  irregular  figure.  Thus  Pekin 
coniifrs  of  two  cities,  one  called  the  Tartar's,  bccaufe 
they  permit  none  elfe  to  inhabit  it;  and  thi-  other 
the  Chinefe,  which  is  as  large,  and  more  populous 
than  the  firft  ;  both  together  being  fix  leagues  in 
circumference.  So  that  the  city  of  Paris,  which  is 
10,000  paces  round,  is  but  half  as  big  as  the  Tartar's 
town,  and  but  a  quarter  as  large  as  all  Pekin.  Indeed 
their  houfes  are  generally  no  more  than  one  ftory 
high,  and  thofe  of  Paris  are,  one  with  another,  four. 
The  ftreets  of  the  former  city  are  wider,  the  em- 
peror's palace,  which  is  of  a  vail  extent,  is  not  half 
inhabited  ;  befides,  there  are  in  that  city  magazines 
of  rice  for  the  fupport  of  200,000  men,  and  large 
courts  filled  with  houfes,  in  which  thofe  who  ar6 
candidates  for  their  doctors  degree  are  examined; 
"which  alone  would  form  a  very  confiderable  city. 
But  on  the  other  hand  the  Chinefe  live  fo  clofe  to-- 
gether,  that  twenty  or  more  of  them  dwell  in  as 
little  room  as  ten  perfons  at  Paris. 

The  multitude  of  people  in  the  ftreets  is  quite 
amazing  ;  eVen  thofe  that  are  wideft  are  not  free  fronl 
confufion;  and  at  the  light  of  fiich  numbers  of  camels, 
horfes,  mules,  waggons,  chairs,  paifengers,  and 
Tings  of  one  or  two  hundred  perfons  gathered  here 
and  there  round  the  fortune-tellers,  one  would  ima- 
gine, that  fome  unufual  Ihevv  had  drawn  all  China  to 
Pekin.  For  the  moft  populous  cities  in  Europe 
appear  a  wildernefstothis  :  hence  fome  haveiir:agined 
that  as  only  the  men  are  here  to  be  feen,  the  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  of  both  fexes  mull:  amount  to 
fix  orfeven  millions  of  fouls. 

This  is  however,  a  very  erroneous  computation  ; 
and  the  followinfiobfervations  will  fhew  the  number 
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of  the  inhabitants  muft  not  be  guefTed  at  from  the 
crouds  leen  in  the  ftreets.  As  no  river  comes  up 
to  Pekin,  the  necellary  provifions  and  commodities 
brwught  there  by  land^  daily  caufe  a  great  relbrt  to 
that  City  of  peafants,  canjels,  horfes,  mules,  waggons, 
&c.  Aimoit  ail  the  arti'icers  work  at  the  houles  of 
their  cuftomers,  and  even  the  fmiths  carry  with  them 
their  furnace,  anvil  and  tools,  and  return  home  at 
night.  All  perfons  above  the  vulgar  never  go  abroad 
hut  on  horfeback,  or  in  chairs,  with  a  riumerous 
retinue  ;  the  mandarines  are  conftantly  attended  by 
the  inferior  officers,  following  them  with  all  their 
formalities  in  a  kind  of  proceffion-  In  fnort,  the 
princes  of  the  blood,  and  the  lords  of  the  court, 
who  are  obliged  to  go  almoft  daily  to  the  palace, 
are  always  attended  with  a  great  guard  of  horfe. 
The  cuftoms,  which  are  peculiar  to  China,  greatly 
encreafe  the  throng,  and  make  the  city  appear  more 
populous  than  it  really  is  :  however,  I  think  I  fnall 
not  be  very  wide  of  the  truth  if  I  allow  the  inhabi- 
tants to  amount  to  two  millions. 

Almoft  all  the  ftreets  are  built  in  a  direct  line, 
the  largeft  being  about  120  feet  broad,  and  a  league 
in  length,  and  the  (hops  where  they  fell  filks  and 
China  ware,  which  generally  take  up  the  whole 
ftreet,  form  a  very  agreeable  vifta.  The  Chinefe 
have  a  cuftom  which  adds  to  their  beauty  :  each 
fhopkeeper  puts  out  before  his  houfe,  on  a  kind  of 
pedeftal,  a  board  about  twenty  feet  high,  painted, 
varniflied,  and  often  gilt,  on  which  are  written  in 
large  characters  the  commodities  in  which  he  deals. 
Thefe  kind  of  pilafters,  thusere6ted  on  each  fide  the 
ftreet,  and  almoft  at  an  equal  diftance  from  each 
other,  have  a  very  pretty  effect.  This  iscuftomary  in 
almoft  all  the  cities  ot  China,  and  in  ibme  places  I 
have  feen  them  fo  neat,  that  the  whole  ftreet  has 
appeared  like  the  decorations  of  the  ftage.  How- 
ever, the  houfes  are  neither  well  built,  nor  of  a 
fufficient   height;  and   befides,  are  always  pcftcred 
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with  mud  or  duft.  There  is  fo  much  qf  the  latter, 
that  the  city  is  generally  covered  witli  a  cloud  of  it, 
which  makes  its  way  into  the  cloieft  cloicts,  and 
notwithftanding  their  ftriving  to  allay  it,  by  con- 
tinually fprinkling  the  ftreets,  it  is  not  only  ofFenr 
iive,  but  prejudical  to- the  health. 

It  is  furprizing  to  fee  the  perfed;  tranquility  main: 
tained  among  fuch  an  almoit  infinite  number  of 
Chinefe  and  Tartars ;  for  it  feldom  happens  in  many 
years  that  a  houfe  is  broke  open  by  thieves,  or  any 
murder  conmiitted.  Indeed  fuch  ftrid:  order  is  ob- 
ferved,  that  it  is  next  to  impoffiblefuch  crimes  (hould 
be  committed  with  impunity.  All  the  great  ftreets, 
which  are  drawn  by  a  line  from  one  gate  to  another^ 
have  feveral  corps  de  garde.  Day  and  night,  foldiers 
with  their  fwords  by  their  fides  and  whips  in  their 
hands,  ai^  ready  to  chaftife  thofe  who  make  the  leaft 
difturbance,  and  have  power  to  take  nito  cuftody 
whoever  raifes  any  quarrel.  The  little  ftreets  that 
come  into  the  greater  have  gates  made  in  the  form 
of  a  latice,  which  affords  a  view  of  all  who  pafp 
along  :  they  are  guarded  by  the  corps  de  garde  placed 
over  againft  them  in  the  great  ftreets.  The  latice 
gates  are  (hut  at  night  by  the  corps  de  garde,  and 
are  feldom  opened  but  to  perfons  known,  who  carry 
a  lanthorn  in  their  hand,  and  give  a  good  reafon 
for  their  going  out.  As  foon  as  the  firll  ilroke  is 
given  by  the  watch  on  a  great  bell,  a  foldier  or  two 
rauft  go  from  one  corps  de  garde  to  another  ;  and  as 
they  walk  along  they  play  continually  on  a  fort  of 
rattle.  Whoever  is  found  walking  in  the  ftreets  in 
the  night,  is  examined,  and  if  his  bufinefs  is  not 
of  a  very  extraordinary  nature,  he  is  taken  into 
cuftody.  To  this  it  muft  be  added,  that  the  go- 
vernor is  obliged  to  take  his  rounds  when  leaft  ex- 
pe(5ted  ;  and  that  the  officers  who  keep  guard  on 
the  walls,  and  on  the  pavilions  of  the  gates,  where 
the  watches  are,  beat  on  great  drums  of  brafs,  fend 
fu|:)alterns  to  examine  the  quarters  belonging  to  their 
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l-erpe61ive  gates,  and  that  the  leaft  negle6l  is  pimifh- 
ed  the  next  day,  and  the  officers  broke.  By  this 
beautiful  order,  peace,  filence,  and  lafety  reign 
throughout  the  city. 

Of  all  the  buildings  of  which  this  city  confifts, 
the  moil  remarkable  is  the  imperial  palace,  of  which 
1  have  already  taken  fome  notice :  but  it  is  proper 
here  to  add,  that  it  includes  not  only  the  emperor's 
houfe  and  gardens,  but  a  little  town  inhabited  by 
the  officers  of  the  court,  and  a  multitude  of  arti- 
ficers employed  and  kept  by  the  emperor  ;  for  none 
but  the  eunuchs  lie  in  the  inner  palace.  The  out- 
ward town  is  defended  by  a  very  good  wall  without, 
and  divided  from  the  emperor's  houie  by  one  of  lels 
ftrength.  However,  all  the  houfes  of  the  courtiers 
and  artificers  are  low  and  ill  contrived,  and  even 
worfe  than  thofe  in  the  Tartars  city. 

The  inner  palace  is  formed  of  nine  vaft  courts 
built  in  one  line.  The  arches  through  which  you 
go  from  one  to  another  are,  as  already  mentioned, 
of  marble,  and  over  each  is  a  large  fquare  building, 
of  a  kind  of  Gothic  architecture,  wheie  the  timbers 
of  the  roof  proje6fing  beyond  the  wall,  are  formed 
by  other  pieces  of  wood  into  a  kind  of  cornice,  that 
at  a  diftance  looks  very  line.  The  fides  of  each 
court  are  clofed  by  leller  apartments  ;  but  when  you 
come  to  the  emperor's  lodgings,  the  porticos  fupport- 
ed  by  llately  pillars,  the  white  marble  fteps  by 
which  you  afcend  to  the  inward  halls,  the  gilt  roofs, 
the  carved  work,  varnilh,  gilding  and  painting,  ap- 
pear extremely  fplendid.  [The  whole  is  covered 
tvith  fhining  tiles  of  fuch  a  beautiful  yellow,  that  at 
a  diftance  they  appear  as  bright  as  if  they  were  gilt. 
Another  roof  as  bright  as  the  former,  fprings  from 
the  walls,  and  ranges  all  round  the  buildings,  and 
this  is  fupported  by  a  toreft  of  beams,  joifts,  and 
fpars,  all  japaned  with  gold  flowers  on  a  green 
ground  :  this  fecond  roof,  with  the  projection  of  the 
.iirll,  make  afort  of  crown  tothefe  ftru6tures,  which 
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has  a  fine  effect.  The  terraces  on  which  the  apnrl!^ 
men ts  are  built  contribute  to  give  them  an  air  of 
grandeur.  They  are  fifteen  feet  high,  cafed  with 
white  marble,  and  adorned  with  baiultres  ot  pretty 
good  w^orkmanlhip,  open  only  at  the  fteps  placed 
on  each  fide,  and  in  the  middle  and  corners  of  the 
front  ;  but  the  afcent  in  the  middle  is  only  a  flope  of 
marble,  with  neither  lieps  nor  landing-place. 

The  hall  appointed  for  ceremonies  has  large  mafTy 
veilels  of  brals  placed  on  the  platform  before  it,  in 
which  perfumes  are  burnt  during  any  ceremony,  and 
alio  candlefticks  in  the  fhape  of  birds,  large  enough 
to  hold  flambeaus.  This  hall  is  about  130  feet  long, 
and  almoft  fquare:  the  ceiling  is  carved,  japaned 
green,  and  charged  with  gilt  dragons:  the  pillars, 
that  fupport  the  roof  are  about  fix  or  feven  feet  in  cir-' 
cumference  at  the  bottom,  incrufi:ed  with  a  kind  of 
pafte,  and  japaned  with  red  ;  the  pavement  is  partly 
covered  with  an  ordinary  fort  of  carpets,  in  imitation 
of  thofe  of  Turkey ;  but  the  walls  are  deftitute  ofall  or- 
nament ;  they  are  very  well  whited,  but  have  neither 
tapeftry,  looking-glalles,  fconces  or  paintings.  In 
the  middle  of  this  room  is  a  throne  under  a  lofty  al- 
cove ;  very  neat,  but  neither  rich  nor  magnificent. 
There  are  two  other  leifer  halls  hid  by  the  former, 
one  of  them  a  pretty  circular  room  with  windows  all 
round,  and  fhining  with  japaned  work  of  various  co- 
lour :  the  other  is  of  an  oblong  form.]  In  the  view 
of  thefe  buildings  the  different  pieces  of  archite6fure 
dazzled  the  eyes  of  the  beholder.  But  the  imperfect 
notion  the  Chinefe  have  entertained  ofall  arts,  is  be* 
traye  by  the  mofi:  unpardonable  faults.  The  orna- 
ments are  not  only  irregular  and  puerile,  but  the 
apartments  are  ill  contrived,  and  want  that  connec* 
tion  which  forms  the  beauty  and  conveniences  of  the 
palaces  in  Europe;  and  cannot  fail  of  difgufting  all 
who  have  the  ieaft  notion  of  architefture. 

The  guards  placed  at  the  gates  and  avenues  have 
no  other  arms   but  their  fcymitars.     Formerly  the 
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whole  palace  was  inhabited  by  eunuchs,  whofe  power 
and  iniblence  grew  to  fuch  a  height,  that  they  be- 
came infupportable  to  the  princes  of  the  empire  ;  but 
the  laft  Chinefe  emperors,  efpecially  thofe  defcended 
from  Tartary,  have  fo  humbled  them,  that  the  young- 
eft  are  made  to  ferve  as  pages,  while  the  tafk  of  the 
others  is  to  fweep  the  rooms  and  keep  them  clean  ; 
and  for  the  leaft  fault  they  are  feverely  punilhed  by 
their  overfeers. 

The  emperor's  houfe  is  the  only  one  at  Pekin  that 
deferves  the  name  of  a  palace  ;  the  others  are  extreme- 
ly mean,  and  thofe  of  the  grandees,  like  all  the  reft, 
but  one  ftory  high  ;  however,  the  great  number  of 
rooms  for  themfelves  and  their  fervants,  make  fome 
amends  for  their  want  of  beauty  and  magnificence. 
The  nobility,  are,  indeed,  like  thofe  of  other  nations, 
fond  of  making  a  great  appearance  ;  but  they  are 
curbed  by  the  cuftoms  of  the  country,  and  the  danger 
of  being  taken  notice  of.  While  1  was  at  Pekin, 
one  of  the  chief  mandarines  built  himfelf  a  houfe 
fomewhat  more  lofty  and  magnificent  than  ^'he  reft. 
For  this  crime  he  was  accufed  before  the  emperor, 
when  being  afraid  of  the  confequence,  he  pulled  it 
down  while  the  affair  was  under  examination. 

The  halls  in  which  they  plead,  have  few  advan- 
tages above  the  other  houfes.  Indeed  they  have  fpa- 
cious  courts  and  lofty  gates,  fometimes  embellilhed 
with  tolerable  ornaments  ;  but  the  inward  halls  and 
offices  are  neither  magniHcent  nor  even  cleanly. 

Arnongft  the  moft  remarkable  buildings,  is  the  fa- 
mous imperial  obfervatory,  fo  celebrated  by  travel- 
lers, one  of  whom  fpeaks  of  it  in  this  manner  :  "  No- 
*'  thing  in  Europe  is  to  be  compared  to  it,  whether  for 
"  the  magnificence  of  the  place,  or  the  fize  of  thofe 
**  vaft  brazen  machines,  which  having  been  during  700 
"  years  expofed  on  the  platforms  of  thofe  large  tow- 
"  ers  are  ftill  as  fair  and  entire  as  if  they  were  but 
"  juft  caft.  The  divifions  of  thofe  inftruments  are 
"  moft  exa61: ;  the  difpofttion  moft   proper  for  their 
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''  defign,  and   the  whole  work  performed  with  an 
•^  inimitable  neatnefs."     Filled  with  thefe  high  ideas 
we  vifited  this  famous  place,  and  firft  entered  a  court 
of  a    moderate  extent,  where   we   were   fhewn    the 
dwelling  houie  of  thofe   who  look  after  the  obfcrva- 
tory.    Then  turning  to  the  right,  we  afcended  a  very 
narrow  itair-cafe  to  the  top  of  a  fquare  tower,  fuch  as 
were  formerSy   ufed  to  fortify  our  city  walls:  indeed 
it  is  joined  on  the  infide  to  that  of  Pekin,  and  raifed 
only  ten  or  twelve  feet  above  the  bulwarks.     Upon 
this  platform  the  Chinefeaftronomers  had  placed  their 
inftruments,    which  though    but  few   took    up  the 
whole  ipace  :  but  father  Verbieft  having  judged  them 
ufelefs,  had  prevailed  on  the  emperor  to  have  them 
pulled  down,   and  to  have   new   ones  put  up  of  his 
contriving:  they   were   therefore  in  a  hail  near  the 
tower,  buried  in  duft   and  oblivion.     We  iliw  them 
only  through  a  window  fecured  with  iron  bars  ;  when 
they  appeared  to  be  very  large  and  well  call ;  howe- 
ver, we  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  more  nar- 
rowly a  celeftial  globe  of  about  three  feet  diameter 
left  in  a  by  court,  when  we  found  that  it  was  of  a 
form  inclining  to  an  oval,  divided  with  little  exadt- 
nefs,  and  the  whole  work  very  coarfe.     In  fliort,  this 
obfervatory,  which  was  of  little  worth,  with  refpe6l 
both  to  its  ancient  machines,  and  its  fituation,  is  now 
enriched   with  feveral   brazen   inftruments  fet  up  by 
father  Verbieft.     Thcfe  are  an  armillary  fphere  fix 
feet  in   diameter,  fupported   by   four  dragons  heads, 
whofe  bodies  after  feveral   windings  are  faftened  to 
the  ends   of  two  brazen  beams  laid   acrofs,  that  bear  i 
the  whole  weight  of  the  fphere.     Four  lions  of  the 
fame  metal  ftand  under  the  ends  of  thefe  beams.    The 
circles  are  both  in  their  interior  and  exterior  furface: 
divided  by  lines  into  360  degrees  each,   and  each  de- ; 
gree  into  fixty  minutes,  and   the  latter  into  portions 
of  ten  feconds  each. 

An  equinoxial  fphere  fix  feet  in  diameter,  fupported  ' 
by  a  dragon  who  bears  it  on  his  back,  and  ftandson 
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jfour  brazen  beams  fupported  by   four  fmall  lions. 
The  defign  is  well  executed. 

I  _  An  azimuthal  horizon  of  the  lanie  diameter,  alfo 
fupported  by  dragons. 

A  quadrant  whofe  radius  is  fix  feet.  A  dragon 
folded  in  feveral  rings,  and  wrapped  up  in  clouds, 
feizes  on  all  parts  the  plates  of  the  inftrunicnt  to 
faften  them  together. 

Afextant,  whofe  radius  is  about  eight  feet,  and  a 
ifijpe  celeftial  globe  of  fix  feet  diameter  ;  both  likewife 
decorated  with  dragons. 

But  the  Chinefe  would  never  have  been  perfuadcd 
to  leave  their  old  inftruments,  and  make  ufe  of  thefe, 
which  are  infinitely  fuperior  to  them,  without  the 
exprefs  orders  of  their  emperor ;  for  they  are  more 
fond  of  the  moft  defe6tive  pieces  of  antiquity,  than 
of  the  moft  noble  improvements.  It  is  faid  that  they 
have  watched  the  motions  of  the  ftars  above  4000 
years  ;  but  it  is  a  (hame  that  in  fo  long  a  time  they 
have  made  no  greater  improvements.  However, 
they  ftill  continue  their  obfervations,  and  five  mathe- 
inaticians  fpend  every  night  on  the  tower,  one  gazing 
towards  the  zenith,  another  to  the  eaft,  a  third  to 
the  weft,  the  fourth  to  the  fouth,  and  the  fifth  to  the 
north,  that  nothing  may  efcape  their  obfervation. 
They  take  notice  of  the  winds,  the  rain,  the  air, 
and  all  unufual  phenomena,  eclipfes,  the  conj'.in(51:ion 
and  oppofition  of  planets,  and  of  fires  and  meteors. 
Of  theie  they  keep  ftri6t  account,  which  they  bring 
in  every  morning  to  the  furveyor  of  the  mathematics, 
to  be  regiftered  in  his  office.  Thefe  aftronomers, 
are,  however,  very  unlliilful,  they  take  little  care  to 
improve  the  fcience,  and  provided  their  Hilary  be 
paid,  give  themfelves  no  great  trouble  about  the 
changes  that  happen  in  the  iky. 

In  treating  of  Pekin  it  would  be  doing  that  great 
city  injuftice  to  pafs  over  in  filence  its  noble  gates, 
and  ftately  walls.  The  former  are  not  like  the  other 
public  buildings  in  China,  embelliXhed  with  ftatues 
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or  other  carving,  all  their  beauty  confifting  in  their 
prodigious  height,  which  at  a  diftance  has  a  fine  ap- 
pearance. They  confift  of  two  large  fquare  edifices, 
built  feparately,  but  bound  together  by  two  thick 
and  lofty  walls  forming  a  fquare  fufficient  to  contain 
above  500  men  in  battle,  the  firft  building  which 
refembles  a  fortrefs,  faces  the  road.  There  is  no 
■way  through  it;  but  you  enter  in  at  the  fide  wall, 
where  there  is  agate  proportionable  to  the  reft  ;  you 
then  turn  to  the  right,  and  meet  with  the  fecond 
tower  which  commands  the  city,  and  has  a  gate  lilce 
the  former  ;  but  the  gate-way  is  fo  long  that  it  grows 
dark  in  the  middle.  There  they  conftantly  keep  a 
guard,  and  a  fmall  magazine  of  ftores.  Though  thefe 
gates  are  deftitute  of  the  embellifhments  of  archi- 
te6lure,  yet  on  approaching  Pekin,  thefe  immenfe 
buildings  have  an  air  of  magnificence  preferable  to 
our  ornaments.  The  arches  are  built  with  marble, 
and  the  reft  with  very  large  bricks,  cemented  with 
excellent  mortar. 

The  walls  are  anfwerable  to  the  gates,  fo  lofty  that 
they  hide  the  whole  city,  and  fo  thick  that  centeries 
are  placed  upon  them  on  horfeback.  Square  towers 
are  raifed  at  the  diftance  of  a  bow-fliot  from  each 
other.  The  ditch  is  dry,  but  very  broad  and  deep, 
and  the  city  is  as  regularly  defended  by  a  ftrong  gar- 
rifon,  as  if  the  people  were  under  the  continual 
apprehenfions  of  a  liege. 

[Among  the  moft  I'umptious  buildings  of  China, 
v^/c  ought  not  to  omit  their  temples  or  pagods,  ere61:ed 
to  fabulous  deities  by  the  fiiperftition  of  the  princes 
as  well  as  of  the  people.  Of  thefe  there  are  a  pro- 
digious number,  the  moft  celebrated  of  which  are 
built  in  barren  mountains,  to  which,  however,  the 
induflry  of  the  people  has  given  the  beauties  and 
advantages  denied  them  by  nature:  the  canals  cut 
at  a  great  expence  to  condu6l  the  water  from  the 
heights  into  refervoirs  made  for  that  purpofe  ;  with 
gardens,  groves,  and  grottos  made  in  the  rocks  for 
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Ihelter,  againft  the  exccffive  heat  of  the  climate, 
render  their  folitudes  delightful.  We  have  given  a 
view  of  one  of  thefe  ftriiftures  in  the  province  of 
To-kien. 

Thefe  temples  con  lift  partly  of  porticos,  paved 
with  large  fquare  polilhed  ftones,  and  partly  of  halls 
or  pavili  ons  that  ftand  in  corners  of  courts,  and 
communicate  by  long  galleries,  adorned  with  flatues 
of  ftone,  and  fometimes  of  brafs.  The  roofs  of  thefe 
buildings  fliine  with  beautiful  tiles  japaned  with  green 
and  yellow,  and  at  the  corners  are  adorned  with  dra- 
gons of  the  fame  colour,  projeding  forward.  Mod 
of  thefe  pagods  have  a  great  tower  Handing  by  itfelf, 
and  terminating  in  a  dome,  to  which  they  afcend  by 
a  handfome  ftaircafe  that  winds  around  it.  A  fquare 
temple  commonly  occupies  the  middle  of  the  dome, 
which  is  often  adorned  with  moiaic  work,  and  the 
walls  covered  with  Itone  figures  of  animals  and  mon- 
fters  in  relievo.  This  is  the  form  of  moft  of  the 
pagods,  and  thefe  are  the  habitations  of  the  bonzes 
or  the  priefts  of  the  idol.] 

The  frontier  towers,  efpeciaally  thofe  near  Tartary, 
are  fortified  with  good  bulv/arks,  towers,  brick  walls, 
and  large  and  deep  ditches  filled  with  running 
water:  in  thefe  all  the  ikill  of  the  Chinefe  engineers 
tonlifts,  which  is  no  wonder,  fmce  none  ehe  were 
known  in  Europe  before  cannon  were  in  ule.  Their 
moft  lingular  fortification  is  the  great  wall,  which 
extends  from  the  eaftern  ocean,  to  the  province  of 
Chanfi,  and  if  all  its  windings  be  reckoned,  is  no 
lefs  than  500  leagues  long.  It  is  fortified  with  towers, 
much  like  thole  of  the  cities  ;  and  where  the  palFes 
Inight  be  more  eafily  forced,  they  have  raifed  two  or 
three  bulwarks  one  be  hind  another,  of  an  enoruious 
thicknefs  ;  thefe  with  the  forts  that  command  all  the 
avenues,  being  guarded  by  a  great  number  of  forces, 
prote6t  the  Chinefe  from  all  attempts  on  that  fide. 
As  China  is  divided  from  Tartary  by  a  chain  of 
piountains,    this   wall    has    been    carried    not   only 
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through  the  valleys,  but  over  the  higheft  hills :  it  isj 
every  where  of  a  great  height,  but  rather  lower  than- 
the  walls  ot  their  cities,  and  only  four  or  five  feet  in 
thicknefs :  it  is  mollly  buiit  with  brick,  and  bound 
■with  fuch  ftrong  mortar,  that  though  it  is  1800  years 
lince  it  was  built,  it  is  fcarce  the  worfe.  This  work- 
was  at  once  one  of  the  greateft  and  the  moll  ridiculous, 
ever  made  by  man:  for  notwithftanding  its  being 
extremely  prudent  thus  to  guard  ail  the  paiTes  and^ 
the  ealiell"  avenues,  how  abiurd  was  it  to  carry  this 
wall  to  the  top  of  fome  precipices,  which  the  birds 
can  fcarely  reach  with  their  flight,  and  to  which  it  is 
impoilible  that  the  Tartarian  horfe  fhould  ever  af- 
cend  ?  Befides,  if  they  could  fancy  it  poffible  for 
any  army  to  clamber  up  thither,  how  could  they 
imagine  that  fo  thin  and  low  a  wall  could  be  any  de- 
fence. Yet  it  is  amazing  how  the  maierials  were 
conveyed  thither,  which  was  not  done  without  at 
valt  expence,  and  the  lofs  of  more  men  than  would 
have  periihed  by  the  greateft  fury  o^  their  enemies. 
It  is  faid,  that  during  the  reigns  of  the  Chinefe  em- 
perors, this  wall  was  guarded  by  a  million  of  foilders; 
but  as  that  part  of  Tartary  now  belongs  to  China, 
they  are  contented  with  manning  well  the  worft 
fituated,  but  beft  fortified  parts. 

There  are  in  China  above  a  thoufand  fortrefTes  oi 
the  firft  rate  ;  but  though  the  reft  fcarcely  defervc  the 
name,  they  are  all  well  garrifoned  whence  fome  judg- 
ment may  be  formed  of  the  vaft  armies  conftantly 
kept  on  foot. 

But  what  is  far  more  aftoniihing,  is  the  number, 
the  largenefs,  and  the  government  of  their  trading 
towns.  Thefe  are  generally  divided  into  three  clafTes, 
the  firft  confifting  of  above  an  hundred  and  fixty, 
the  fecond  of  two  hundred  and  feventy,  and  the  third 
of  near  twelve  hundred.  Befides,  there  are  near 
three  hundred  walled  cities,  which  they  confider  as 
not  worth  notice,  though  moft  of  them  are  populous. 
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and  places  of  trade.     The  largenefs  of  thefe  cities  is 
no  lefs  amazing  than  their  number. 

Pekin  is  not  to  be  compared  to  Nankin,  or  asiti  s 
How  called,  Kiam  nin,  which  was  formerly  enclofed 
within  three  walls,  the  outermoft  of  which  was  fix- 
teen  leagues  round  ;  and  though  this  city  has  loft 
much  of  its  former  fplendor,  yet  including  thofe  who 
live  in  its  fuburbs,  and  on  the  canals,  it  is  ftill  more 
populous  than  Pekin.  The  ftreets  are  of  a  moderate 
breadth,  and  very  well  paved  ;  the  houfes  are  low, 
'but  cleanly,  and  the  fliops  very  richly  furnifhed 
^^'ith  lilks,  and  other  coftly  goods.  Thither  all  the 
turiofities  of  the  empire  are  brought.  There  the 
niaft  famous  do61:ors,  and  the  mandarines  out  of  em- 
ployment, ufually  fettle,  on  account  of  the  conveni- 
ence of  feveral  libraries  filled  with  choice  of  good 
'books.  Their  printing  is  fairer,  their  artificers  more 
tkillful,  the  language  more  polite,  and  the  accent 
fmoother  than  elfewhere.  Befides  the  river  Kiam, 
on  which  it  is  fituated,  is  the  largeft,  deepeft,  and 
•moft  navigable  in  the  w  hole  empire. 

Nankin  is  famous  for  whac  is  called  the  China 
tower.  Of  which  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that 
there  is  without  the  city  a  houfe  named  by  the 
Chinefe,  The  Temple  of  Gratitude,  built  300  years 
^go  by  the  emperor  Yonlo.  It  is  ere(51ed  on  a  maflive 
'■^bafis  buUt  with  brick,  aud  furrounded  with  a  rail  of 
tinpolifhed  marble.  Round  it  are  ten  or  twelve  fteps, 
by  which  you  afcend  to  the  lowermoft  hall,  the  floor 
'of  which  Hands  one  foot  higher  than  the  balls, 
leaving  a  walk  two  feet  wide  all  round  it.  The  front 
is  adorned  with  a  gallery  and  fome  pillars.  The 
Toofs,  which  in  China  are  generally  two,  one  next 
the  top  of  the  wall,  and  a  narrower  over  that,  are 
'covered  with  green  (hining  tiles  ;  and  on  the  inlide 
the  ceiling  is  painted,  and  formed  of  little  pieces 
differently  wrought  one  within  the  other,  and  this 
the  Chinefe  eileem  very  ornamental.  Indeed  fuch 
'a  medley  of  beams,  joifts,  rafters,  and  pinions,  ap- 
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pcarfurprifingly  lingular,  from  our  judging  thatfuch 
a  work  muft  be  very  ex  pen  five :  but  it  only  proceeds 
from  the  ignorance  of  the  workmen,  who  are  un- 
acquainted with  that  noble  fimplicity,  which  renders 
our  buildings  at  once  folid  and  beautiful. 

The  hall  has  no  other  light  than  that  admitted 
at  the  doors,  of  which  there  are  three  very  large 
ones,  that  open  into  the  China  tower.  This  laft 
ftru61ure  joins  to  the  temple,  and  is  of  an  o6iagonal 
figure,  each  fide  fifteen  feet  wide,  A  wall  in  the 
fame  form  is  built  round  it,  at  the  diftance  of  two 
fathoms  and  a  half,  and  being  of  a  moderate  height, 
fupports  one  fide  of  a  penthoufe  which  illues  from 
the  tower,  forming  a  pretty  kind  of  gallery.  The 
tower  is  nine  ilories  high,  each  ilory  being  adorned 
with  a  cornice  three  feet  wide  at  the  bottom  of  the 
windows,  and  difl:ingui(hed  by  little  pen thoufes  like 
the  former,  but  narrower,  and  like  the  tower,  de- 
creafing  in  breadth  as  they  increafe  in  height.  The 
wall  which,  at  the  bottom,  is  at  leaft  twelve  feet 
thick,  and  above  eight  feet  and  a  half  at  the  top, 
is  all  over  incrufied  with  coarfe  China  ware,  which 
has  in  a  great  meafure  retained  its  beauty^  though 
the  tower  has  been  ere<?i:ed  three  hundred  years. 
The  flair  cafe  within  is  narrow,  and  the  fteps 
high.  Each  liory  has  a  room  with  a  painted 
ceiling,  and  in  the  walls  of  the  upper  rooms  are 
feveral  fmall  niches,  in  which  are  carved  idols  gilt. 
The  firft  floor  is  the  mofi:  lofty,  and  all  the  reft  of 
an  equal  height.  This  tower,  from  the  bottom  of 
the  bafe  to  the  top  of  the  cupola  rifes  at  leaft  two 
hundred  feet  from  the  ground.  Towers  of  the  fame 
kind  are  ereffed  in  almoft  every  city,  and  are  fome 
of  their  greateft  ornaments. 

Nankin  was  once  famous  for  the  lai'genefs  of  its 
bells;  but  their  weight  brought  the  whole  fteeple 
to  thegrotind.  One  of  thele  which  is  ftill  entire,  is 
eleven  feet  in  height,  and  that  of  its  ear  is  two  feet, 
and  its  outward  circumference  is  twenty-two  feet. 


OF  CHINA.  209 

But  this  is  nothing,  when  compared  with  feven  bells 
at  Pekin,  cafi:  300  years  ago,  each  of  them  weigh- 
ing 120,000  pounds;  thel'e  are  eleven  feet  wide, 
forty  round,  and  twelve  high,  befides  the  ear,  which 
is  at  leafl:  three  feet  :  but  as  much  as  their  bells  ex- 
ceed ours  in  fize,  ours  exceed  theirs  in  found  ;  which 
is  perhaps  chiefly  owing  to  their  clappers  being  of 
wood.  Thefe  bells  are  ufed  to  diftinguilh  the  watches 
of  the  night,  of  which  they  ufually  reckon  five. 
They  begin  the  firft  with  Itriking  once,  which  they 
repeat  a  few  moments  after,  and  thus  continue  till 
the  fecond  watch,  when  they  ftrike  two  ilrokes  ;  at 
the  third  watch  they  ftrike  three,  and  fo  on  ;  fo 
•that  thefe  bells  ferve  as  fo  many  repeating,  clocks, 
which  every  minute  inform  you  of  the  time  of  night. 
,For  the  fame  purpofe  they  in  the  fame  manner  beat 
."veiy  large  drums. 

.V.  Of  all  the  public  works  in  China,  none  do  the 
people  fo  much  honour  as  their  canals  and  bridges  ; 
nor  is  any  thing  more  worthy  of  the  attention  of 
,the  curious.  \^By  means  of  thefe  canals  the  whole 
itrade  of  the  empire  is  carried  on,  with  the  advantage 
, of  water  carriage,  and  in  this  manner  one  may  travel 
from  Canton,  the  moft  fouthern  city,  to  Pekin  the 
^moft  northern,  without  travelling  above  one  day 
by  land.  This,  which  is  called  the  great  canal,  is 
160  leagues  in  length.  The  number  of  theie  canals 
is  very  iurprifing  ;  they  are  often  lined  on  each  fide 
to  the  height  of  ten  or  twelve  feet,  with  fine  fquare 
ftone,  and  in  fome  places  with  a  kind  of  marble  of 
the  colour  of  Hate.  The  banks  of  fome  of  them  are 
twenty  or  twenty-five  feet  high  on  each  iide,  and 
fome  extend  above  ten  leagues  together  in  a  ilraight 
line.  But  what  molt  charms  the  eye  is  the  great 
number  of  beautiful  imperial  barks,  loaded  with  the 
bed  produ61:ion8  of  different  provinces  ;  many  of 
them  eighty  tons  burthen.] 

As  in  an  ex'ent  oi'400  ie:igues  in  length,  the  earth 
cannot  be  every  where  level,   there  are  feveral  cata- 
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ra(5^s,  where  the  water  is  precipitated  with  greater  or  '■ 
iefs  violence,  according  to  the  difference  of  the  level; 
but  the  induftry  of  the  Chinefe  has  found  out  a  means 
of  remedying  the  inconveniences  that  might  arife 
from  them  with  refpeft  to  navigation.  At  each  of 
tiiefe  waterfalls  live  a  number  of  men,  who  are  em- 
ployed in  railing  the  barks.  Thefe  having  drawn 
cables  to  the  right  and  left,  to  lay  hold  of  the  vefTel, 
in  fuch  a  manner  that  it  cannot  efcape  from  them  ; 
they  have  feveral  capfterns,  by  the  help  of  which  they 
raile  it  by  little  and  little,  till  it  be  in  the  upper  ca- 
nnl,  and  in  a  condition  to  continue  its  voyage. 

In  fome  places  where  the  waters  of  two  canals  have 
no  communication,  they   have  a  method  of  making 
the  boats  pals    from  one   to  the   other,  though    the 
level  may  be  above  15;  feet  different.     At  the  end  of 
the  canal  they  have  built  a  double  Hoping  bank  of  free- 
flone,  which  uniting  at  the  top,  extends  on  both  fides  i 
to  the  water  of  each  canal.     The  bark  is  hoifted  up  J 
the  ftope  by   means   of  feveral  capfterns,    till    being! 
raifed  to  the  top,  it  flides  down  the  other  bank,  like  an 
arrow  iliot  from  a  bow,  and  entering  the  other  canal 
iku  ; .  away  with  prodigious  fwiftnefs.     There  are  no 
fuch  obit ru6tions  in  the  grand  canal,  and,  indeed,  the 
emperor's   baiks,  which  are  as  large   as  our  frigates, 
could  not  be  thus  raifed. 

fThefe  canals  are  at  proper  diftances  covered  with 
bridges  of  three,   five,  or  feven  arches  ;  that   in  the 
middle  is  fometimes  ;^6,  and   even  40  feet  wide,  and 
fo  high  that  barks  may  pafs  through  without  taking  ; 
down   their  malts  ;  thofe  on  each  fide  are  feldom  Iefs  > 
than  30,  and  diminifh  in  proportion  to  the  flopings  5 
of  the  bridge.     Some  of  thefe  bridges   have  but  one  ; 
arch,  which  is  fometimes  femi-circular,  and  built  of  ' 
arched  ftones,  five  or  fix   feet  long,  and  only  five  or 
fix  inches  thick.     Thefe  arches  not  being  thick  at  the 
top,  cannot  be  ftrnng  :  but  then  caits  never  pafs  over 
them  ;  for  the  Chinefe  make  uf?  of  porters  to  carry  their 
kales.    Several  bridges  have  three  or  four  great  itones 
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from  12  to  i8  feet  long  placed  on  piers,  like  planks. 
There  are  a  confiderable  number  ofthls'.brt  neatly 
built  over  the  great  canal,  whofe  piers  are  To  narrow, 
that  thefe  bridges  feem  to  hang  in  the  air. 

Many  of  thele  bridges  are  very  handfonie :  one  two 
leagues  and  a  half  from  Pekin,  was  one  of  the  iineit 
that  ever  was  feen,  before  part  of  it  was  broken  down 
by  a  land  flood.  The  whole  was  of  white  marble. 
On  each  fide  were  feventy  pillars,  feparated  by  car-^ 
tridges  of  fine  marble,  ciuioufly  carved  in  flowers, 
foliages,  birds,  and  feveral  forts  of  animals.  On  each 
fide  of  the  entrance  at  the  eafl:  end  were  two  lions 
pf  an  extraordinary  fize,  on  marble  pedeflals,  with 
feveral  lions  of  Hone,  fome  climbing  on  the  backs  of 
the  great  ones,  fome  getting  oft"  them,  and  others 
creeping  between  their  legs.  At  the  well  end  flood 
on  marble  pedeflals,  the  figures  of  two  children, 
carved  with  the  famefkiil. 

One  of  the  moft  extraordinary  bridges  is  built  over 
the  point  of  an  arm  of  the  fea.  it  is  2500  Chinefe 
feet  in  length,  and  20  in  breadth.  It  is  iupported  by 
252  ftrong  piers,  126  on  each  flde.  All  the  ftones 
are  of  the  fame  bignefs,  as  v^ell  thofe  laid  from  pier 
to  pier,  as  thofe  that  are  laid  crofbwife.  It  is  difficult 
to  conceive  how  flones  of  fucii  an  enormous  fize  Ihould 
be  placed  with  fuch  re^-ularity,  or  even  raifed  to  the 
topof  fuch  high  piers, 

In  the  way  leading  from  Han-tchong-fou  to  the 
capital,  the  Chinefe  have  levelled  mountains,  and 
made  bridges  from  one  mountain  to  another,  and 
when  the  vallies  were  too  wide,  they  ere6ted  pillars 
to  fupport  them  ;  thefe  bridges  which  form  part  of 
the  road,  are  fo  high,  that  one  cannot  look  down 
without  horror  :  four  horfemen  can  ride  abreaft  upon 
them,  and  for  the  grcate'r  fecurity,  they  have  raili^  on 
each  iide.] 

[[Kircher  obferves,  that  in  the  fame  province  is  a 
bridge  of  one  arch,  extending  from  mountain  tQ 
movmtain^  whofe  length  is  4QQ  cubits^  anci  its  pej-'* 
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pendicular  height  500  above  the  Saffron  river, 
which  runs  under  it.  Ofthislafc  aftonifliing  ftruc- 
ture  a  better  idea  may  perhaps  be  formed  from  the 
annexed  plate,  than  trom  the  mod  accurate  verbal 
defcription.]] 

To  thefe  extraordinary  inftances  of  induftry,  it 
will  be  proper  to  add,  that  the  road  from  Signanfu  to 
Hamtchoum,  is  faid  to  be  one  of  the  ftrangeft  pieces 
of  work  in  the  world.  I  have  been  told,  that  upon 
the  fide  of  fome  mountains  that  are  perpendicular, 
and  have  no  Ihelving,  the  inhabitants  have  fixed  large 
beams  into  them,  upon  which  they  have  formed  a 
kind  of  balcony  without  rails,  extending  along  thd 
lides  offeveral  mountains.  Thofe  unufed  to  thefe 
kind  of  galleries,  cannot  travel  over  them  without 
great  apprchenfions  ;  but  the  people  of  the  place  who 
have  mules  ufed  to  thefe  roads,  travel  with  as  little  fear 
and  concern  over  thefe  fteep  and  hideous  precipices, 
as  they  could  do  in  theplaineft  heath. 

One  cannot  imagine  the  care  that  is  taken  of  the 
common  roads,  thefe  are  as  fine  as  poffible,  and  are 
generally  80  feet  broad.  At  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
diftance  trom  each  other,  are  ere6led  v/ooden  ftruc- 
tures  about  30  feet  high,  refembling  triuniphal  arches, 
"with  three  gates,  over  which  is  wrote  upon  a  large 
frieze,  in  chara6fers  of  an  extraordinary  fize,  the  dif- 
tance  from  the  place  you  left,  and  how  far  it  is  to  the 
town  to  which  you  are  going. 

The  origin  of  the  empire  of  China  is  as  obfcure 
as  the  fource  of  thofe  rivers  that  can  fcarce  be  dif- 
covered.  The  vulgar  hiftory  of  its  monarchy  is  in- 
deed manifeftly  falfe,  fi nee  forty  thoufand  years  are 
fuppofed  to  have  palled  iince  its  foundation  :  but  ac- 
cording to  their  regular  hiRbry,  which  none  of  their 
learned  men  ever  quefiioned,  China  has  had  its  kings 
for  above  four  thoufand  years.  It  feems  probable 
that  the  children  or  grand  children  of  Noah  difperf- 
cd  themfelves  into  Aiia,  and  at  length  penetrated 
into  the   moft  vveflerly  part  of  China,  where  they 
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\  lived'  at  the  beginning  in   families,  and  the  kings 

were   fathers,  to  whom   a  long  fucceffion   of  years, 

abundance  of  flocks,  and  other  paftoral  riches,  added 

'  authority.     The   foundation   of'    the  monarchy  was 

'  laid  by  Fohi,  whofe  wifdom,  power,  reputation  and 

I  virtue,  together  with  his  great  age,  made  the  people 

liilen   to    him  as  to  an   oracle.     He   regulated  all 

private  as  well  as   political,  and  religious  affairs  ; 

thus  the  Hate  foon  became  in  a  fiourifhing  condition. 

His  fubje(5ts  at  firft  poiieiied  the  province  of  Konan, 

and  fome  years  after  aii  the  lands  and  territories  that 

extend  as  far  to  the  fouth  as  the  fea. 

The  people  now  principally  applied  themfelves  to 
the  education  of  their  children,  and  to  agriculture, 
for  which  they  had  the  higheft  eftcem  ;  they  were 
laborious  to  excefs.  The  judges  and  governors  of 
provinces  were  grave  and  fober,  and  by  the  equity 
of  their  decifions  gained  the  love  and  refpe6t  of  ail 
the  people;  while  the  emperor  placed  his  higheft 
felicity  in  rendering  his  fubjects  happy,  and  did  not 
fo  much  confider  himfelf  the  Ibvereign  of  a  grand 
empire,  as  the  father  of  a  numerous  family.  By 
this  means  the  Chinefe  acquired  fuch  reputation, 
that  they  were  confidered  by  all  the  neighbouring 
nations  as  the  oracles  of  wifdom  ;  and  it  is  probable 
that  from  their  firft  origin  they  confidered  themlelves 
as  fuperior  to  all  other  men  ;  an  opin  on  which  they 
ftill  entertained  after  they  had  fuffercd  as  gjeat  revo- 
lutions in  morals  as  in  politics  ;  and  became  fo  vain, 
that  they  fancied  heaven  had  placed  them  in  the 
centre  of  the  univerfe  to  give  laws  to  mankind,  the 
wretched  outcafis  who  had  been  placed  on  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  creation,  and  who  had  fcarcely  the 
human  form.  But  perceiving  the  Europeans  in- 
ftru6ted  in  all  the  fclences,  they  were  ftruck  with 
afToniPnment.  How  can  it  be  poffible,  faid  they, 
that  a  people  fo  far  remote  i'vom  us,  ihould  have  any 
wit  or  capacity  ?  they  have  never  perufed  our  books; 
they  were  never  inftru6led  by  us,  and  yet  like  us, 
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they  {peak  and  reafon  right.     On  feeing  our  ft  tiffs,; 
clocks,  watches,  and  mathematical  inftruments,  their 
furprize  encreafed  ;  for  they  had  imagined  that  ex. 
pert  artificers  were  no  where  to  be  found  but  in  China. 
Tiiey  faw  that  we  were  not  To  barbarous  as  they  had 
imagined,  and  in  a  joking  way  cried,  '*  We  fuppofed 
"  all  other  people  to  be  blind,  and  that  nature  had  i 
*'  beftowed  eyes  upon  none  but  the  Chinefe  ;  that  is  * 
*'  not  univerfaliy  true  ;  for  though  the  Europeans,  i 
"  do  not  fee  ^o  clearly  as  we,  they  have  at  leaft  each 
**^  of  them  one  eye." 

The  countenance,  air,   language,  difpofition  and 
manners  of  the  Chinefe,  differ  not  only  from  ours, 
but  alfo  from  thofe  of  ail  other  nations.     Of  the  per* 
fons  of  the  Chinefe  in  general  we  may  form  a  pretty 
diftin{5t   idea,  by  confidering  that  they  entertain  of  il 
Jbeauty.     They  would  have  a  man  to  be  tall  and  fat,  ' 
'with  a  broad   forehead,    fmall  eyes,    a   Ihort   nofe, 
great  ears,  a  mouth  of  a  middling  lize,  a  long  beard, 
and  black  hair.     They  are  naturally  as  fair  as  we, 
efpecially  towards  the  north  ;   but  their  faces  being 
continually  expofed  to  the  fun,  commonly  renders 
them   as  tawny  as   the  Portuguefe   in   the  Indie^. 
1  hofe  in  the  fouthern  provinces  are  of  an  olive  com- 
plexion. The  learned,  efpecially  if  of  bafeextradiion,  , 
never  pare  the  nails  of  their  little  fingers,  letting  ; 
them  grow  an  inch  long  or  more,  to  fliew  that  they  / 
are  not  driven  by  neceffity  to  work  for  their  living. 

The  men  fiiave  their  heads  all  over,  except  the 
crown,  where  they  fuller  a  long  lock  to  grow  ;  but  - 
they  continually  wear  a  bonnet  or  cap,  which  civility  / 
forbids  their  pulling  off.  That  worn  in  fumiper  is 
in  the  form  of  a  cone,  round  below  and  above  ter- 
niinaringin  a  point.  It  is  lined  with  fatin,  and  the 
top  covered  with  a  fine  mat,  much  worn  in  the 
country  :  to  which  they  add  a  piece  of  red  filk,  that 
falls  round  about  it  and  reaches  to  the  edges;  but 
v/hen  they  walk,  this  filk  fiows  irregularly  on  all 
lides,  and  the  continual  motion  of  the  head  gives  it 
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a  particular  pleafing  grace.  Sometimes  iniiead  of 
filk  they  wear  long  hair  of  a  vivid  (hining  red,  and 
tiiis  is  more  efpecially  ufed  when  they  ride.  This 
hair  grows  upon  the  legs  of  certain  cows,  and  is 
naturally  white  ;  but  they  give  it  a  tincture  that 
makes  it  dearer  than  the  fineft  filk.  In  winter  they 
wear  a  plulh  cap,  bordered  with  fable  or  fox-lkin  ; 
the  reft  is  of  fine  black  or  purple  fatin,  covered  with 
a  flake  of  red  filk  like  fatin.  Nothing  can  be  hand- 
fomer  than  their  caps;  but  they  are  fo  fliallow,  that 
they  always  difcover  the  ears.  When  the  mandarines 
are  drefTed  in  their  formalities,  th^upper  part  of  the 
bonnet  has  a  diamond,  or  fome  other  precious  ftone 
ill  cut,  but  inchafed  in  a  gold  button  very  curioufly 
wrought. 

Their  habit  confifts  of  a  veil  that  reaches  to  the 
ground,  the'  Ikirts  or  fides  of  which  are  folded  before, 
in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  uppermofi:  is  extended  to 
the  left  fide,  where  it  is  faftened  by  four  or  five  gold 
or  filver  buttons.  Their  fleeves  are  wide  towards  the 
Ihoulder,  but  grow  narrow  to  the  wrift.  They  in  a 
manner  cover  the  whole  hand,  leaving  no^'hing  to 
be  fee n  but  the  fingers  ends.  They  keep  the  veil 
elofe  about  the  body  with  a  broad  filk  flifii,  the  two 
ends  of  which  hang  down  to  their  knees.  The 
Tartars  flick  a  handkerchief  to  it  on  each  fide,  with 
a  (heath  for  a  knife  and  fork  ;  a  purfe,  a  toi)th-pick, 
and  other  things.  In  fummer  they  have  the  neck 
quite  bare  ;  but  in  winter  they  cover  it  with  a  fatin 
collar  faftened  to  the  vcft,  or  with  a  tippet  of  fable 
or  fox  fkin,  about  three  or  four  fingers  broad,  fatten- 
ed before  with  a  button. 

Over  this  they  wear  an  upper  garment  with  fhort 
wide  fieeves  like  thofe  of  the  barriflers  g-owns ;  tl^e 
ftudents  wear  them  very  long;  but  the  gentlemen, 
and  efpecially  the  Tartars,  have  them  fiiort.  As  for 
their  under  garment,  they  ufe  in  fummer,  only  a 
fingle  pair  of  drawers  of  white  tatFety,  under  a  very 
broad  (hort  fliirt  of  the  fame  ftufF;  but  in  winter  they 
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have  a  linen  fhirt,  and  under  it  breeches  of  coarfe  i 
iatin,  quilted  with  cotton  or  raw  filk.  But  what  ap- 
pears more  extraordinary^  the  Chine le  are  always 
booted,  and  when  any  one  pays  them  a  vifit,  they 
make  them  wait  till  they  have  drawn  them  on.  The 
form  of  thefe  boots  is  fomewhat  different  from  ours: 
thofe  made  for  riding  long  journeys  are  of  leather, 
or  thick,  black,  pinked  cotton  ;  but  in  the  city  they 
iifually  wear  them  of  fatin,  with  a  coarfe  border  of 
philli  or  velvet  upon  the  knee  ;  befides  they  have  no 
heels.  Thefe  boots  are  fo  extremely  hot  and  cumber- 
fome  in  fummer,  that  no  people  befides  the  Chinefe 
•would  be  able  to  endure  them,  and  indeed  the  work- 
ing people  fcarce  ever  wear  them.  Thefe  people  in  i 
public,  and  perfons  of  quality  withindoors,  inflead  qf  J 
(hoes,  wear  a  kind  of  flippers  of  black  linen,  or  ibm^ 
pretty  fiik,  made  to  fit  ciofe  to  the  foot  by  a  border: 
that  covers  the  heel.  Befides  their  ufual  garments 
they  fometimes  travel  in  an  upper  coat  of  a  kind  of 
green  oii-cioth  made  of  coarfe  taffety.  The  mourning; 
habit  isfomewhat  Angular,  the  bonnet,  veft,  furtout, 
.fiockings  and  boots  being  made  of  white  linen,  and 
from  the  prince  to  the  handicraftsman,  none  dare  we^r 
i&uy  other  colour. 

Ridiculous  as  this  drefs  may  appear  to  us,  ours 
.appears  much  more  extravagant  to  them  ;  in  particii- 
,lar  the   large  curling  peruke  is  a  conftant  fubje<5t  of  i 
ridicule;  on   this   account   they  look  upon  us  as  no, 
wifer  than  a  foolifh  fet  of  people,   who  for  want  of  a 
•beard,  fhould  get  an  artificial  one  clapped  to  their 
chin,  that  fnould  reach  down  to  their  knees.     This 
phantaftical  head  drefs,  fay  they,  with  that  prodigious 
heap  of  curled   hair  may   be  proper  upon  the  flage,  ( 
for  a  mar.   that  would   reprefent  the  devil :   but  no 
perfon  can   have  the  form  of  a  man  who  is  thus  dif- 
■guifL^d.     On  the  other  hand,  nothing  can  perfuade 
them  that  the  difcovery  of  long  flianks,  with  a  lock- 
ing drawn  l^raight,  and  clofe  breeches,  can  look  either 
'grave  or  handfome. 
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Asto  the  women,  they  have  little  eyes,  fliort  nofes, 
and  pretty  lair  complexions,  which  they  take  great 
care  to  preilrve.  A  little  collar  of  white  latin  faftened 
to  a  veil  covers  the  neck  all  over.  Their  hands  are 
always  hid  in  long  Heeves  Their  head-drefs  urually 
confirts  of  feveral  locks  buckled  up,  and  interlaced 
With  flowers  of  gold  and  lilver.  They,  as  well  as 
the  men,  wear  a  long  veil  of  red,  blue  or  green  fatiii 
Or  cloth  of  gold  ;  but  the  elderly  ladies  drcfs  in  pur- 
ple or  black.  Over  this  they  have  an  upper  garment, 
the  ileeves  of  which  are  extremely  wide,  and  trail 
upon  the  ground,  when  they  have  no  occafion  to 
hold  them  up.  But  what  diftinguifhes  them  from  all 
the  women  in  the  world,  is  the  fmailnefs  of  their 
feet,  in  which  lies  the  moft  eiiential  part  of  their 
beauty. 

The  girls  are  no  iboner  born,  than  the  nurfes  take 
care  to  tye  their  feet  extremel}r  hard,  for  fear  of 
their  growing  ;  but  v^hat  appears  moll  furprizing  is, 
that  this  violence  offered  to  nature,  does  not  feem  to 
impair  their  health.  Their  (lioes of  latin,  embroidered 
with  gold,  filver,  and  lilk,  are  extremely  neat;  and 
though  they  are  exceedingly  Imall,  yet  they  ftudy  to 
fnew  them  as  they  walk  ;  for  walk  they  do,  tliough 
one  would  fcarce  believe  it  podible,  and  indeed  would 
willingly  walk  all  day  long,  had  they  the  liberty  to 
go  abroad. 

Vvhen  perfons  of  quality  pay  vifits,  when  they 
are  upon  journeys,  or  when  they  wait  upon  the  em- 
peror, they  always  appear  with  a  grandeur  that  fills 
a  Granger  with  aftonithment.  The  mandarines  richlv" 
drelfed,  are  carried  in  an  open  gilt  fedan,  upon  the 
flioulders  of  eight  or  fixteen  pcribns,  accompanied 
by  all  the  otficersof  the  tribunal,  who  furround  thein 
with  umbrellas,  and  other  marks  of  their  dignity. 
Son)e  walk  two  and  two  before  them,  bearing  chains, 
rods  and  efcutcheons  of  varnilhed  wood,  upon  which 
JU'e  in  large  gold  chara6fers  all  the  titles  of  honour 
annexed  to  their  places  of  trull,   vv'ith  a  bafon  on. 

VOL.  VI,  E  e 
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•which  they  beat  a  certahi  number  of  ftrokes,  accord- 
ing to  the  rank  they  bear  in  the  province.  Other 
officers  follow  in  the  fame  order,  and  fometimes 
four  or  five  gentlemen  on  horfeback  bring  up  the 
rear. 

't'hofe  that  belong  to  the  army  commonly  go  on 
fiorfeback,  and  if  they  are  of  confiderable  rank,  ap- 
pear at  the  head  of  25  or  30  men  well  mounted. 
The  princes  of  the  blood  at  Pekin,  are  preceded  by 
four  of  their  officers,  and  followed  by  a  fquadron  of 
troops  that  riiarch  without  order.  The  domeftics 
wear  no  liveries,  but  according  to  the  quality  of  their 
mafter  are  dreffed  in  black  fatin  or  painted  linen. 
Though  their  borfes  are  neither  fine  nor  well  managed 
their  trappings  and  harnelTes  are  very  magnificent; 
the  bit,  bridle,  and  fi:irrups  are  gilt,  or  elfe  of  filver. 
Inftead  of  leather  they  make  bridles  of  two  or  three 
tvvifi:s  of  courfe  pinked  fatin  two  fingers  broad.  Un- 
der the  horfe's  neck  hang  two  great  tafiTels  of  that 
curious  red  hair  they  wear  an  their  bonnets,  which 
are  faftened  to  two  very  large  brafs  buttons,  gilt  or 
walhed  with  filver,  hiing  at  rings  of  the  fame  metal. 
The  mandarines  appear  with  the  greatefl:  magnifi- 
cence when  they  travel  by  water :  their  barges  are  of 
a  prodigious  fize  adorned  with  carving,  painting/ 
gilding,  and  decorated  with'  their  arms,  flags,  and" 
iireamers. 

The  emperors  of  China  never  appear  in  publi'c 
without  that  fplendor  that  may  be  necelfary  to  attract 
the  refpe(51:  and  veneration  of  the  people.  They  for- 
merly feldom  fhewed  themfelves  ;  but  the  TartarsV 
who  at  prefent  poiTefs  the  throne,  take  more  populaf 
meafures.  The  prefent  emperor  never  marches,  but 
at  the  head,  orin  the  midfl:  of  an  army,  accompanied 
by  all  the  lords  of  the  court.  Nothing  is  to  be  feen* 
but  filks,  gildings,  and  precious  ftones:  the  arms 
the  harnefs  of  the  horfes,  the  umbrellas,  the  ftream- 
€rs,  and  a  thoufand  other  badges  of  the  royal  dignity/ 
Or  ©f  the  particular  quality  of  the  princes^  fparkl^' 


OF  CHINA.  219 

lEvery  where.  Every  one,  on  thefe  occafions,  knows 
his  refpeftive  rank,  and  that  man  would  lofe  his 
head,  or  at  iealt  his  fortune,  who  Ihould  prefume  to 
difcompoie  the  order  of  the  march. 

When  he  takes  a  progrefs  through  the  provinces 
jof  the  empire,  iie  commonly  rides  poll,  attended 
Iby  fome  officers  who  are  his  confidents,  and  a  few 
Iguards  ;  but  in  all  the  cities,  and  at  all  the  difficult 
palTages,  fo  many  troops  are  drawn  up  in  order  of 
battle,  that  he  feems  to  ride  poll  halie  through  an 
army. 

He  fometimes  goes  into  Tartary  to  take  the  di^ 
verfion  of  hunting,  when  he  is  attended  by  an  army 
of  40,000  men,  who  endure  great  hardlhips,  and  in 
one  of  thefe  toilfome  huntings  there  fometimes  die 
more  horfes  than  he  would  lole  in  a  pitched  battle; 
but  he  efteems  the  lofs  of  10,000  horfes  as  nothing. 
He  is  fometimes  attended  by  thirty  or  forty  petty 
Tartarian  princes  who  come  to  pay  him  tribute, 
and  on  thefe  occafions  the  train,  habits,  and  tents  of 
the  mandarines  are  furprifingly  magnificent. 

In  nothing  does  the  emperor  difpiay  greater  fplen- 
dor  than  in  the  pomp  with  which  he  goes  to  the  tem- 
ple, to  oifer  facriiices  to  heaven.  The  particulars  of 
the  proceilion  have  been  given  by  Father  Magalhens, 
and  are  the  more  worthy  to  be  repeated  here,  as  the 
order  obferved  in  all  public  ceremonies  in  China,  is 
fo  regular,  that  the  very  emperor  dares  not  add  or 
diminifli  the  leaft  article.  It  begins  with  twenty-four 
trumpets,  adorned  with  gold  coronets,  and  twenty- 
four  drums,  each  ranked  in  two  files ;  twenty-four 
men  with  ftaves  fix  or  eight  feet  long,  varniflied  and 
gilt,  follow  in  the  fame  order.  Then  come  100 
ibldiers  bearing  halberts,  on  each  of  which  is  a  femi- 
circle  of  iron,  in  the  form  of  a  crefcent,  followed  by 
100  ferjants  at  mace,  and  two  officers  bearing  pikes 
painted  with  red  varnifli,  with  flowei's,  and  figures  in 
gold.  Then  appear  400  lantherns  curioufiy  wrought, 
400  flambeaux  of  a  gilt  wood  that  flames  like  our 
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torches,  200  lances  charged  with  huge  tufts  of  filk, 
twenty  four  banners  on  which  are  painted  the  iigns 
of  the  Zodiac,  and  fifty  fix  others  that  reprefent  the 
celeftial  conftellations :  there  are  alfo  to  be  feen  200 
large  fans,  with  the  figures  ot  dragons  and  other 
animals;  24  umbrellas  fiill  more  magnificent,  and  a 
kind  of  beaufet  filled  with  utenfils  of  gold,  and  borne 
by  the  officers  of  his  palace.  The  emperor  then  ap- 
pears on  horfeback,  richly  drefled,  furrounded  by 
the  white  horles,  whofe  harnefs  is  covered  with  gold 
and  precious  ftones,  and  by  100  of  his  life-guards 
and  pages,  who  bear  an  umbrella  that  fliades  him 
and  the  horfe,  and  dazzles  the  fight  Vv'ith  all  the 
ornaments  that  man  could  poffibly  invent.  The 
emperor  is  followed  by  all  the  princes  of  the  blood, 
by  the  mandarines  of  the  firft  order,  by  the  viceroys 
and  principal  lords  of  the  court,  all  in  their  for- 
malities. After  them  appear  500  young  gentlemen 
of  quality,  attended  by  1000  footmen,  dreiTed  in 
carnation  filk  bordered  with  flowers,  and  fpotted 
with  ftars  of  gold  and  filver.  Immediately  after  ap- 
pear thirty-fix  bearing  an  open  triumphal  chariot, 
and  120  bearers  fupport  another  clofe  one,  fo  large, 
that  it  might  be  taken  for  an  entire  apartment. 
Then  come  four  chariots,  the  two  firft  drawn  by 
elephants,  and  the  other  two  by  horles,  each  of 
thefe  carriages  is  guarded  by  a  company  of  fifty  men  : 
the  charioteers  of  the  four  laft  are  richly  d relied,  and 
the  elephants  as  well  as  the  horfes  are  covered  with 
embroidered  houfings.  At  length  this  pompous 
cavalcade  is  clofed  by  2000  mandarine  officers,  and 
2000  officers  of  the  army  ail  in  rich  habits,  and 
marching  with  a  folemn  gravity.  The  court  is  not 
at  much  expence  for  this  pomp;  for  whenever  the 
emperor  is  pleafed  to  make  known  his  intention  to 
offer  facrifice,  they  are  always  ready  to  attend  him. 

But  notwithftanding  thispaiade,  the  houfesofthe 
great  have  neither  looking-glalles,  tapefiry,  hang- 
ings, nor  wrought  chairs  ;  and  even  gildings  are  onJy 
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lufed  in  the  apartments  of  the  emperor  and  princes 
iof  the  blood  :  all  their  magnificence  confifts  in  their 
cabinets,  tables,  and  varniihed  ikreens,  in  their  pic- 
tures, which  are  not  very  extraordinary,  and  in  hav- 
ing feveral  pieces  of  white  fatin  infcribed  with  a  mo- 
ral fentence  on  each  in  large  characters,  hung  here 
jand  there  in  the  chamber.  Befides  th.fe,  porcelain 
jor  China  ware  is  the  ornament  of  every  houfe ;  it  is 
{found  on  the  tables,  fide- boards,  and  even  in  the 
ikitchen  ;  for  thefe  are  the  ordinary  velfels,  out  of 
which  they  eat  and  drink.  There  are  likewife  many 
ihuge  flower-pots  of  it.  The  very  architects  cover 
jroofs  Vv'ith  it,  and  fometimes  make  ufe  of  it  to  incrull 
ibuildings. 

I  The  Chinefe  painters  are  very  deficient  in  the  art 
iof  drawing,  particularly  of  human  figures,  and  they 
have  a  very  imperfe6t  knowledge  of  perlpe6tive. 
Though  ftrangers  are  not  admitted  into  the  bed-cham- 
|bers,  yet  their  beds  are  very  fine ;  in  fummer  they 
have  talfety  curtains  powdered  with  flowers,  trees, 
and  birds,  in  gold,  iilk,  and  embroidery.  Others 
:have  curtains  of  the  fineft  gauze  In  winter  they  make 
life  of  coarfe  fatin  worked  with  dragons,  and  other 
.figures  ;  and  their  counterpanes  are  in  the  fame  tafte. 
JThey  fleep  on  th'ck  cotton  quilts  inftead  of  feather 
beds;  and  their  bed-fteads  are  joiner's  work,  feme- 
;j times  finely  wrought  in  figures. 

I      The  emperor's  authority  is  unbounded:  he  is  al- 
Imoll  adored    by  his   [)eo[>le,  who  Itile   him  the  fbn  of 
heaven,  and    the   only  matter  of  the   world.       His 
j  words  are  confidered  as  oracles  ;  he  is  feldom   feen, 
?  and  never  fpoke  to  but  on   the  knee.     In  which  pof- 
;  ture  the  grandees  of  the   court,   the  princes  of  the 
]  blood,  nay,  his  own  brothers  bow  to  the  ground,  not 
j  only  when  he  is  prefent,   but  even  before  his  throne. 
'  All  places  in  the  empire  are  at  hisdifpofil,   he   con- 
fers them  on  whom  he  thinks  fit,  and  none  oF  theiu 
are  ever  fold;  honefty,  learning,   long   exjierience. 
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and  a  grave  and  fober  behaviour  are  the  only  qualifica- 
tions in  the  candidates;  but  if  he  diflikes  their  manage- 
ment, he  difmilles  tliem  without  ceremony.  He  has 
even  the  liberty  of  chufing  his  fucceflbr,  whom  he 
may  nominate  not  only  from  the  royal  family,  but 
from  amongft  tlie  pooreft  of  his  fubjeds.  The  old 
3aw-givers  have  from  the  firft  foundation  of  the  go- 
vernnient,  made  it  a  ftanding  maxim,  that  a  king  is 
the  father  of  his  people,  and  not  the  mailer  of  ilaves. 
This  title  they  therefore  efteem  the  greateft  honour. 
Yet  every  mandarine  may  tell  the  emperor  of  his 
faults,  provided  it  be  in  a  fubmiffive  manner  :  and 
if  he  has  any  regard  for  his  reputation,  the  manner* 
in  which  their  hiftories  are  written,  is  alone  fuffici- 
ent  to  keep  him  in  due  bounds.  A  certain  number 
of  men,  who  from  their  learning  and  impartiality  are 
chofen  to  this  office,  obferve  all  his  words  and  a6tions, 
liaving  feparately  wrote  their  remarks  without  con- 
futing each  other,  on  a  loofe  flip  of  paper,  each  puts 
it  through  a  chink  into  an  office  appointed  for  that 
purpofe.  "'  Such  a  day,  fay  they,  his  behaviour 
was  unfeafonabieand  intemperate  ;  he  fpoke  after 
a  manner  that  did  not  become  his  dignity.  The 
puniOiment  he  infli(5fed  on  fuch  an  offender,  was 
rather  the  refuit  of  paffion,  than  of  juftice."  Or 
elfe,  ^' He  gave  fuch  and  fuch  marks  of  his  love 
to  his  people.  Notwithftanding  the  commenda- 
tions of  his  flatterers,  he  was  not  puffed  up,  but 
behaved  with  his  ufual  modefty ;  his  words  were 
tempered  with  fweetnefs." 
That  thefe  men  may  be  neither  biafTed  by  fear 
nor  hope,  this  office  is  never  opened  during  the 
prince's  life,  or  while  any  of  his  family  fit  on  the 
throne  :  but  when  the  crown  goes  to  another  line, 
which  often  happens,  thefe  loofe  memoirs  are  gather- 
ed together,  and  by  comparing  them  they  compofe 
the  hiftory  of  that  emperor,  to  propofe  him  as  an 
example  to  poilerity,  if  he  has  a6fed  wifely,   or  tq 
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txpofe  him  to  the  public  cenfure,  if  he  has  been 
negligent  of  his  own  duty,  or  the  good  of  his 
people. 

The  emperor  has  two  fovereign  councils  ;  one 
compofed  of  the  princes  of  the  blood  alone,  and  the 
other  into  which  the  minifters  of  ftate  are  alfo  ad- 
mitted. Beildes  thefe  there  are  at  Pekin  fix  fovereign 
courts,  whofe  authority  extends  over  ail  the  pro- 
vinces of  China,  and  who  have  different  apartments 
affigned  them.  One  preiides  over  all  the  mandarines  j 
another  has  the  management  of  the  treafury,  and 
the  care  of  raifing  the  taxes  :  another  has  the  care  of 
religion,  arts,  fciences,  and  foreign  affairs  •  another 
prefides  over  the  army  ;  another  over  the  public 
buildings  and  palaces,  and  another  takes  cognizance 
of  all  criminals.  In  each  of  thefe  courts  is  a  cenfor, 
who,  though  he  is  not  of  the  council,  is  prefentat 
all  thealTem^blies,  and  accufes  the  mandarines  tor  the 
faults  they  commit  both  in  their  private  capacities 
and  in  the  execution  of  their  office.  'Tis  faid,  that 
he  who  undertakes  this  o&ice  can  never  accept  of 
another,  that  the  hope  of  prefern^ent  may  never 
tempt  him  to  be  partial  to  any  one,  nor  the  fear  of 
loling  his  place  deter  him  from  accufing  the  guilty. 
Of  thefe  officers  even  the  princes  of  the  blood  iiand 
in  awe. 

The  provinces  are  under  the  immediate  infpeclioti 
of  two  forts  of  viceroys  ;  one  fort  has  the  govern- 
ment of  only  one  province  ;  and  the  other  have 
under  their  jurifdiction,  two  or  three,  and  fome- 
times  four  provinces,  all  of  whom  have  courts  of 
the  fame  nature  as  thofe  of  Pekin,  but  are  i'ubordi- 
nate  to  them.  The  viceroy,  in  whom  rciides  the 
imperial  authority,  convenes  the  principal  nianda-^ 
rines  of  his  province  to  take  cognizance  of  the  good 
or  bad  qualities  of  the  governors,  lieutenants,  and 
inferior  officers,  and  privately  informs  the  emperor 
of  thofe  who  mifDehave  themfelves,  who  are  either 
deprived  of  their  offices  or  cited  to  appear  and  juRify 
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their  condu<5l.  On  the  other  hand  the  power  of  the 
viceroy  is  countcrpoifed  by  that  of  the  great  man- 
darines, who  may  accufe  him  when  he  a6ts  inconfift- 
ently  with  the  good  of  the  public,  and  even  the 
people  when  oppreiled  by  him,  may  petition  the 
emperor  for  his  removal.  The  lea  ft  infurre6fion  is 
laid  at  his  door,  which  if  it  continues  three  days  he 
inuft  anfwer  for  at  his  peril.  It  is  his  fault,  fay  the 
laws,  if  dilturbances  fpring  up  in  his  family,  that 
is,  in  the  province  over  which  he  has  the  charge. 

[Caufes  are  generally  decided  and  fentence  given 
by  a  fingle  mandarine,  who,  after  a  fhort  procefs, 
and  the  examination  of  both  parties,  orders  the 
iofer  to  be  baftinadoed,  either  for  carrying  on  an 
imjufi:  profecution,  or  maintaining  a  caufe  contrary 
to  equity.  This  is  the  common  punifhment  for  the 
meaner  fort  ;  but  cannot  be  infii6ted  on  a  mandarine, 
till  he  is  deprived  of  his  office. 

The  next  punifhment  is  a  collar,  made  of  two 
pieces  of  wood  hollowed  in  the  middle,  and  fmaller 
or  greater,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  crime; 
this  is  put  on  the  delinquent's  neck,  and  fealed 
with  the  feal  of  the  tribunal  with  a  piece  of  paper 
denoting  the  nature  of  the  crime,  and  the  duration 
of  the  punilhftiej^t/] 

Thefe,  except  imprifonment,  are  all  the  punifh- 
ments,  which  the  Chinefe  laws  permit  the  manda- 
rines to  inflifl:  on  criminals:  they  may  indeed  con- 
demn to  exile  ;  but  their  fentence  mull  be  examined 
by  the  fupreme  courts.  The  capital  puniOiments 
are  ftrangling.  Mean  and  ignoble  perfons  are  be- 
headed ;  for  in  China  the  feparation  of  the  head  from 
the  body  isdifgraceful.  On  the  contrary  perfons  of 
quality  are  ftrangled,  which  is  a  more  honourable 
death  :  but  if  their  crimes  are  very  great,  they  are 
puniilicd  like  mean  perfons,  and  fometimes their  heads^ 
,  are  cut  off,  and  hung  on  a  tree  in  the  highway.  Re- 
bels, traitors,  the  children  who  murder  a  parent, 
and  th€  fervants  who  murder  their  mafter  are  cut  in 
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ipieces.  After  the  executioner  has  tied  them  to  a  poft, 
;he  cuts  the  fkin  of  their  foreheads,  and  tears  it  by 
force  till  it  hangs  over  their  eyes,  that  they  may  not 
fee  the  torments  they  are  to  endure.  Afterwards  he 
cuts  off'the  flefli  from  their  bodies  wherever  he  thinks 
fit,  and  when  tired  of  this  barbarous  employment, 
he  leaves  them  to  the  tyranny  of  their  enemies,  and 
the  infults  of  the  mob. 

As  the  emperor  is  confidered  as  the  flither  of  his 
people,  the  greateft  refpe6t  is  paid  to  the  parental 
authority,  and  one  cannot  imagine  how  far  this  lirft 
jprinciple  of  nature  is  carried.  There  is  no  fubmif- 
jlion,  no  point  of  obedience  which  a  father  cannot  com- 
imand,  he  is  an  abfolute  fovereign  in  his  own  family 
<  while  he  lives,  and  at  his  death,  is  honoured  as  a 
jGod.  He  is  not  only  abfolute  maftcr  of  his  eftate, 
which  he  may  dilh'ibute  to  whom  he  pleafes  ;  but  alfo 
of  his  concubines  and  children,  whom  he  may  even 
fell  to  ftrangers,  if  their  behaviour  difpleafes  him  ; 
and  if  a  father  accufes  his  fon  of  any  crime  before  a 
mandarine,  there  needs  no  proof  of  it  ;  for  if  a  father 
complains,  they  make  no  doubt  but  that  the  fon  is  in 
the  fault.  If  a  fon  is  fo  wicked  as  to  mock  his  parents, 
or  if  he  arrives  atfuch  a  height  ofmadnefs  as  to  lay  vi- 
olent hands  on  them  ;  the  province  where  it  is  done  is 
alarmed:  the  emperor  himfelf judges  the  criminal: 
all  the  mandarines  near  the  place  are  turned  out, 
efpecially  thofe  of  that  town,  who  have  been  fo  negli- 
gent in  their  inftru6l!ons.  The  neighbours  are  all 
reprimanded  for  neglecting,  by  former  puniilimejits, 
to  ftop  the  iniquity  of  the  criminal  before  it  arofe  to 
fuch  a  height ;  for  they  fuppofe  fuch  a  diabolical  dif- 
pofition  muft  have  fliewn  itfelf  on  other  occafions,  and 
that  it  is  impofilble  to  arrive  at  fuch  a  pitch  of  wickcd- 
nefs  at  once.  As  to  the  criminal,  they  caufe  him  to 
be  cut  in  a  thoufand  pieces  ;  they  burn  his  mangled 
corpfe.'deftroy  his  houfe  to  the  ground,  and  even 
thofe  that  iland  near  it,  and  fet  up  monuments  and 
memorials  of  fo  horrid  an  acl:ion. 

VOL.    VI.  F   X 
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To  preferve  peace  and  order,  the  iitmoft  modefty 
and  civility  are  inculcated  ;  they  have  prefcribed 
forms  of  fulutation  and  addrefs,  and  in  paying  vifitsa 
great  number  of  troLiblefome  ceremonies,  kneeling, 
cringing  and  geiUires  are  to  be  obferved.  Their  feats 
are  ceremonious  even  to  the  mofl:  extravagant  and 
ridiculous  excefs. 

Every   gueft   has  a   feparate  table  without  table- 
cloth, napicin,  knife  or  fpoon  ;  for  every  thing  is  rea- 
dy to  cut  their  hands ;   and  they   never  touch  any 
thing  but  with   two   little  inftruments  tipped   with 
lilver,    which   the  Chinefe  handle  very  dexterouily. 
They  begin  their  feafts   with  drinking  wine,  which 
is  given  to  every  gueft  at  one  and  the  fame  time,  in  a 
fmall   filver  or  China  cup,  which  all  the  guefts  lift 
with  both    hands   as   high  as  their  heads^  thus  pre- 
fenting  their  fervice  to  each  other  without  fpeaking, 
and  inviting  each  other  to  drink  firft.     After  the  firft 
cup  a  large  veiiel  of  halhed   meat  is  fet  on  the  table. 
Then  every  one  obferves  the  motions  of  the  mafter 
oi  the  feafl",  according  as  he  gives  the  fign,  they  take 
their  two  little  inftruments,   brandifli  them  in  tl^e 
air,  and  after  twenty  different  motions,   ftrike  them 
into  the  diih,    from  which   they  bring  up  a   piece 
of  meat,  v^hich  muft  neither  be  eaten  too  haftily  nor 
too  ilowly  :  in  ail  this  you  muft  obferve  time,  that  all 
may    begin  and  eat  at  once.     Soon    wine  is   again 
brought,  which  is  drank  with  the  fame  ceremonies  as 
before.     Then  comes  a  fecond  mefs,  which  they  dip 
into  as  into  the  firft,  and  thus  the  feaft  is  continued, 
drinking   between   every  mouthful,    till  there  have 
been  twenty  or  twenty-four  diiferent  diflies  at  table, 
and  they  have   drank  as   many  cups  of  wine;  buti 
they  drink  as  little  as  they  will  at   a  time,  and  theiri 
wine  is  fmall.     When   all  the  di (lies  are  ferved,  noi 
more  wine  is  brought,  and  the  guefts  may  take  outi 
of  any  of  the  diihes  before  them  ;  but  it  muft  be  done 
when  the   reft  of  the  guefts  take  out  of  ft)meofthe 
diilies;  for  order  and   uniformity   are  held  facred. 
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At  this  time  they  bring  in  rice  and  bread  ;  for  as  yet 
nothing  but  meat  has  been  brought  ;  they  alio  bring 
fine  broths  made  of  flelh  or  fiih,  in  which  the 
guefts  may  mingle  their  rice.  They  fit  at  tabie 
grave  and  filent,  till  the  mafter  feeing  them  all  done 
gives  the  fign  to  rife,  on  which  they  retire  into  the 
hall  or  garden  ;  but  in  about  a  quarter  ol  an  hour 
return,  when  they  find  the  tables  covered  with  fweet- 
nieats  and  dried  fruit,  which  they  keep  to  eat  with 
their  tea.  This  entertainment  is  followed  by  the 
entrance  of  a  company  of  ftroUers,  who  a6t  a  long  te- 
jdious  play. 

I    The  Chinefe  have  alfo  their  folemn  feafts,  which 
jthey  celebrate   with  great  pomp.     One  of  the   prin- 
cipal of  thefe  is  on  the  15th  day  of  the  firli  month, 
tailed    the    feaft   of  lanthorns,  from   the   multitude 
i  grandeur  of  the  lanthorns  exhibited  in  the  even- 
ing ;  niHiiy    grandees   retrenching   every  year  fome- 
things    from    their   tables,    apparel,  and    equipage, 
to   fhew   the  greater  magnificence  in  the   lanthorns 
ufed  on  this  occafion,  fome  of  which  coft  2000  crowns. 
The  largeft  are  above  twenty  feet  in  diameter,  and 
are  lighted  by  an   immenfe  number  of  wax  candles 
'and  lamps:   but  thole  thjt  are  more  common  are  of 
a  middling  fize.     Thel'e   are  generally  compofed  of 
|iix  faces,  or  panes,  each  of  which   has  a  frame  of 
varnilhed   wood   adorned    with    gildings,    four   feet 
high,  a  loot  and  a  half  broad,  covered  on  the  infide 
with  fine  tranfparent  filk,  on  which  is  painted  flowers, 
trees,  rocks,  and  fometimes  human   figures.     The 
■painting  is  very  curious,  the  colours  lively,  and  the 
:  wax-candles  give   the  painting  a   beautiful  fplendor. 
I  Thefe  fix  pannels  joined  together,  compofe  an  hex- 
jagon,   furmounted  at  the  extremities  by   fix  carved 
'figures  that  form  its  crown.     Around  it  are  hung 
broad   firings  of  fatin   of    all   colours,    with   other 
filken  ornaments,  that  fall  upon  the  angles  without 
hiding  the  light  or  the   pi6fures.     The  teafi  of  lan- 
thorns is  alfo  celebrated  by  bonfires  and  hreworks. 


228  A    DESCRIPTION 

which  though  very  agreeable,  are  far  from  being  fo 
fine  as  fome  authors  have  reprefented  them, 

Notwithllanding  the  excellent  conftitution  of  the 
Chinefe  government  which  teaches  all  the  rules  of  ci- 
vility, the  people  are  far  from  being  rtmarkab'e  for 
humanity  add  integrity.  Though  gaming  be  for- 
bidden to  perfons  in  all  ranks,  it  does  not  hmder  the 
Chinefe  from  playing  fo  long  till  they  have  loft  all 
their  eftate,  their  houfes,  their  children,  and  their 
wives,  which  they  fometimes  hazard  on  a  card  ;  for 
there  is  no  degree  of  extravagance  to  which  avarice 
will  not  carry  them  ;  but  they  take  great  care  to  con- 
ceal their  gaming. 

The  men  do  not  follow  their  own  tafle  in  the  choice 
of  a  wife ;  for  they  never  fee  her  before-hand,  but 
take  her  parents  word,  or  that  of  fome  old  women, 
who  are  a  kind  of  infpcftors,  and  are  employed  for 
that  purpofe  ;  but  are  in  general  in  fee  with  the  girl's 
parents,  who  reap  an  advantage  from  their  daughter's 
being  thought  beautiful,  witty,  or  genteel :  for  as 
the  Chinefe  buy  their  wives,  they  give  more  or  lefs, 
according  to  their  fuppofed  good  qualities.  The 
parties  having  agreed  on  the  price,  the  contract  be- 
ing made,  and  the  money  paid  down,  both  fides  pre- 
pare for  the  marriage.  When  the  day  arrives,  the 
bride  is  carried  in  a  fumptuous  chair,  preceded  by 
hautboys,  drums  and  fifes,  and  followed  by  her  pa- 
rents, relations  and  friends.  All  the  portion  given 
by  her  father  is  her  clothes,  and  fome  houfliold 
goods.  The  bridegroom  ftands  at  his  door  richly 
drefled  to  receive  her  :  he  opens  the  fedan,  and  hav-v 
ing  conduced  her  into  a  chamber,  delivers  her  to  fe-f 
veral  women  invited  thither  for  that  purpofe,  whoi 
fpend  the  day  together  in  feafting  and  fports,  whilel 
the  hufband  entertains  his  friends  in  another  room.' 
This  being  the  firfi:  time  in  which  the  bride  and  bride- 
groom fee  each  other,  both,  or  one  of  them  frequent- 
ly difliking  their  bargain,  it  is  a  day  of  rejoicing  to 
their  guefls,  but  of  furrow  to  themfelves.     The  wo- 
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man  muft  fubmit,  though  (he  don't  like  the  man  ;  but 

the  hulband  is  not  always  lb  complaifant;  for  fome 

jon  opening  the  chair  to  receive  the  bride,  repulfed  by 

her  Ihape  and  afpe<51^,  have  Ihut  it  again,  and  lent  her 

back  to  her  friends,  chofing  rather  to  lofe  their  mo- 

;ney  than  take  poifeifion  offo  bad  a  purciiafe. 

\     When  the   Tartars  in  the  late  war  took  Nankin, 

|they  formed  a  defign  which  made  theChinefe  merry, 

jnotwithllanding  ail  their  misfortunes.     Among  the 

idiforders  committed  by  the  victors  they  endeavoured 

i  tofeize  upon  all  the  women  of  the  province,  in  order  to 

I  make  money  of  them  ;  they  carried  them  to  that  city; 

'  andihut  them  up  together  in  the  magazines  with  other 

I  goods.      As   they  were  of  ail   ages  and   degrees  of 

beauty,  they  refolved  to  put  them  into  facks ;  to  carry 

'  them  to  market,  and  to  fell  the  difagreeable  and  the 

handfome  at  the  fame  price,  without  the  facks  being 

opened.     Two  crowns   were   the  value  fet  on  each 

fack,  for  which  the  purchafer  in  this  lottery  was  to 

have  the  chance  of  obtaining  a  woman  either  in  the 

bloom  of  youth,  a  matron,  or  a  wife  wrinkled  with 

age.     Thus  did  thefc  foldiers,  ever  infolent  in  prof- 

perity,  abufe  their  vi6fory,  and  ftievv  themfelves  more 

barbarous  in  one  of  the  moft  polite  cities  in  the  world 

than  they  had  been  in  the  deferts  of  Tartary. 

On  the  day  of  fale  there  was  no  want  of  purchafers. 
Some  came  with  the  hopes  of  recovering  their  own 
wives  and  children,  who  were  among  the  captives, 
and  others  were  led  thither  with  the  flattering  ex- 
pe61ation  that  fortune  would  favour  them,  and  that 
for  fo  trifling  a  fum  they  might  obtain  a  woman 
blooming  with  youth  and  beauty.  In  fliort,  the 
novelty  of  this  affair  brought  a  great  concourfe  from 
all  the  adjacent  parts.  An  ordinary  fellow  who  had 
but  two  crowns  in  the  world,  purchafed  a  fack  like 
the  reft,  and  carried  it  oflf;  but  was  no  fooner  out  of 
the  crowd,  than  curiofity,  or  a  defire  to  relieve  the 
perfon  in  his  fack,  made  him  liften  to  her  entreaties, 
and  he  could  not  forbear  to  open  it.     When,  to  hi« 
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amazement  and  confufion  he  found  it  contained  an 
old  woaian,  whom  age,  grief,  and  ill  treatment  had 
rendered  extremely  difagreeable.  In  the  iirlt  tranf- 
portof  his  rage  he  reiblved  to  throw  both  the  wuinan 
and  the  fack  into  the  river,  and  thus  to  conilori  him- 
felf  for  the  lofs  of  his  money,  by  the  barbarous  gra- 
tification of  his  revenge  on  the  innocent  caufe  of 
his  vexation.  But  flie  infiantly  l^opped  his  hand. 
Son,  faid  fhe,  be  of  good  cheer,  your  lot  is  not  fo 
bad  as  you  imagine  ;  take  care  of  my  life,  and  I  will 
render  your's  happy.  Somewhat  pacified  at  thefe 
words,  betook  her  into  a  houfe  hard  by,  where  Ihe 
let  him  know  that  flie  belonged  to  a  mandarine  of 
note  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  whom  fhe  wrote  im- 
mediately. He  fent  her  an  equipage  agreeable  to  her 
quality  ;  ihe  carried  her  deliverer  along  with  her, 
and  was  afterwards  fo  good  a  friend  to  him,  that  h^ 
had  never  reafon  to  complain  of  his  having  laid  out 
two  crowns  in  the  purchafe. 

But  to  proceed,  a  hufband  cannot  divorce  his  wife, 
except  for  adultery,  and  in  a  few  other  cafes  that 
feldom  happen  ;  the  hufband  may  then  fell  his  wife  ; 
but  if  he  difpofes  of  her  without  juft  reafon,  both 
the  buyer  and  feller  are  feverely  punifhed  :  yet  the 
hufband  is  not  obliged  to  take  her  again.  The  Chi- 
nefe  are  generally  fo  extremely  jealous,  that  they  will 
not  fuffer  their  wives  to  be  a  moment  in  private  even 
with  their  own  brothers.  The  men  may  have  as 
many  concubines  as  they  pleafe,  and  their  children 
have  an  equal  claim  to  the  eftate  ;  they  are  indeed 
eiieemed  the  children  of  the  wife,  and  they  accord- 
ingly call  her  mother.  She  indeed  is  the  fole  miftrcfs 
of  the  houfe;  and  the  concubines  lerve  and  honour 
her. 

Yet  the  people  who  are  didreflt^d  by  want  are  }:>er- 
mitted  to  expofe  their  children.  Thus  when  the 
family  feels  the  diftref^  of  penury,  when  the  mother 
falls  fick,  or  when  fhe  has  no  mi!k,  it  is  common  to 
condemn  the  poor  helplefs  innocent  to  perifh  in  the 
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ftreets  ;  and  frequently  they  are  fo  void  of  humanity 
as  to  engage  their  midwives  to  ftifle  the  females  in  a 
bafon  of  water,  as  foon  as  they  are  born.  In  all  this 
the  Chinefe,  notwithftanding  their  boafted  politenefs, 
are  as  favage  as  the  untutored  Hottentots. 

[As  the  whole  frame  of  the  Chinefe  government 
is  founded  on  filial  piety,  they  pay  the  greateft  ho- 
nour to  their  deceafed  parents.  The  ufual  time  of 
raourning  is  three  years  ;  but  it  is  commonly  reduced 
to  27  months,  during  which  they  cannot  exercife  any 
public  office :  fo  that  a  mandarine  is  obliged  to  quit 
;his  government ;  to  live  retired,  and  give  himfelf  up 
to  grief.  The  mourning  colour  is  white.  The  funeral 
is  pompous  and  expenlive,  and  a  fon  will  fometimes 
fell  himfelf  to  buy  a  magnificent  coffin  for  his  father. 
They  are  prohibited  from  burying  their  dead  within 
;the  walls  of  a  city,  but  are  permitted  to  keep  them  in 
their  Houfes,  which  they  often  do  for  feveral  months, 
and  even  years,  enclofed  in  their  rich  coffins  daubed 
on  theinfide  with  pitch,  and  without  japaned  :  how- 
ever, if  a  fon  does  not,  at  laft,  caufe  the  corpfe  of 
his  father  to  be  laid  in  the  tomb  of  his  anceftors, 
^however  diftant  it  may  be,  he  will  lole  his  reputa- 
tion.! 

I     The  Chinefe  are    Pagans  of  feveral  fedls  ;  one  of 

'jthe  principal  of  which   iscompofed   of  the  worffiip- 

pers  of  Foe  or  Fo ;  a  religion  brought  from   India. 

'Thefe  believe  tranfmigration,  and  their  bonzes,  or 

pricfts,  who  are  frequently  great  hypocrites,  grolly 

impofe  on  the  credulity  of  the  people.    Two  of  thefe 

bonzes  one   day  feeing  two   large  ducks  in  a    rich 

•fanner's  yard,  fell  on  their   faces  before  the  door, 

Und   burfting    into    bitter    lamentations,    the    good 

jwoman,   who  Hiw  them   from  the  chamber  window, 

Iciune  down  to  afk  the  caufe  of  their  atfli6fion.     They 

:  informed  her,  that  the  fouls  of  their  lathers  inhabit- 

«ed  the  bodies  of  thole  creatures,  and  that  the  diead 

'  of  her  killing  them,  was  what  they  could  notfupport. 

The  woman  anfvvered  that  Ihe  intended  to  fell  theni. 
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but  as  they  were  their  fathers,  fhe  would  keep  them 
fafe.  But,  perhaps,  faid  the  bonzes,  your  huiband 
will  not  be  lb  charitable,  and  then  it  any  accident 
fhould  happen  to  them  it  would  kill  us.  At  laft, 
after  a  long  difcourfe,  the  good  woman  was  fo  far 
moved  by  their  tears  and  importunity,  that  to  com- 
fort them,  ihe  committed  the  ducks  to  their  care, 
and  allowed  them  to  keep  them  for  fome  time.  They 
took  them  with  the  appearance  of  the  greateft  ref- 
pe6t  ;  and  proftrated  themfelves  before  the  uncon-  • 
fcious  ducks  ;  but  that  very  evening  made  an  enter- 
tainment for  fome  others  of  their  order,  and  the  i 
ducks  were  eaten  for  fupper. 

They  likewife  get  money  from  the   people   by  j 
public  a(5ts  of  penance,  which  are  fure  to  proc-ure  i 
them  the   efteem  and   compaffion  of  the   ignorant 
multitude.     I  have  feen  them  dragging  a  long  iron 
chain,  as  thick  as  one's  arm,  and  about  thirty  feet 
long,  faftened  to  their  neck  or  legs.     Thus  it  is, 
fay  they,  at  every  door  as  they  pafs,  that  we  expiate 
your  faults,  and  fure  this  deferves  fome  alms.  Others 
in  public  places  ftrike  their  heads  with  large  bricks, 
till  they  are  almoft  covered  with  blood.     One  day  I 
met  in  the  middle  of  a  town,  a  young  bonze,  of  a? 
good  mien,  and  with  fuch  an  ingenuous  and  modeft 
look    as  might  eafily   move  compaffion.     He  flood 
upright  in   a  fort  of  fedan,  the  inlide  of  which  was 
like  a  barrow,  full  of  nails   with  the   points  ftic.k- 
ing  inwards,  fo  that  he  could  bend  no  way  without 
being  wounded.     Two  fellows  were   hired  to  carry 
him  from  houfe  to  houfe,  while   he  endeavoured  to 
excite  compaffion,  by  telling  the  people  that  he  wasi 
ffiut  up  in  that  chair  for  the  good  of  their  fouls,  andl 
was  refolved  never  to  leave  it  till  they  had  bought 
all  the  nails,  of  which  there  were  above  2000,  at  the 
value  of  fix- pence  each;   the  fmalleft:  of  which,  he ! 
faid,  would  derive   incomparable  bleffings  on  them- 
felves and  families  ;  fince  their   charity  would   be 
beftowed  on  the  god    Fo,    to  whofe   honour,  they 
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Were  going  to  build  a  temple.  The  bonze  directing 
this  dilcourfe  to  me,  I  advifed  him  to  leave  hisprifon^ 
and  go  to  the  temple  of  th'e  true  God,  to  be  in- 
firu<5ted  in  heavenly  truths,  where  he  might  fubmit 
to  penances  Ids  fevere,  but  more  wholefome.  He 
tailmly  replied,  that  he  was  obliged  to  me  for  my 
advice  ;  but  would  be  much  more  fo,  if  I  would  buy 
a  dozen  of  his  nails^  which  would  certainly  procure 
me  a  good  journey.  Here,  hold  your  hand,  fiiid  he, 
take  thele,  on  the  faith  of  a  bonze,  they  are  the  beft 
in  all  my  fedan  for  they  prick  me  the  molt,  yet  you 
iliall  have  them  at  the  fame  rate,  at  which  I  fell  the 
others.  The  tone  in  which  he  uttered  thefe  words 
would,  on  another  occalion,  have  made  nie  laugh  ; 
but  I  left  him  with  a  mixture  of  pity  and  contempt. 
The  Chinefe  are,  however,  fometimes  weary  of 
paying  ufelefs  addrefTes  to  their  idols,  which  are  very 
numerous:  for  it  often  happens,  that  if  after  wor-> 
Ihipping  them  a  great  while,  the  people  do  not 
obtain  the  blefling  they  defire,  they  ufe  them  in  the 
moft  reproachful  manner;  fome  load  them  with  hard 
names,  and  others  with  hard  blows:  We  lodge  you, 
fay  chey,  in  a  magnificent   temple>  we  cover  you 

jwith  gold,  and  offer  to  you  food  and  incenle,  and 

"  after  all  you  are  fo  ungrateful  as  to  refufe  our  requefts. 

'  They  then  tie  the  idol  with  cords,  pluck  it  down^ 
drag  it  along  the  ftreets,  through  all  the  mud  and 
dunghills.  Yet  if  they  foOn  after  obtain  their  defire^, 
they  then  take  the  idol,  and  with  great  ceremony- 
tarry  it  back,  and  place  it  again  on  its  niche,  after 
they  have  waflied  it  clean,  fallen  down  before  it,  and 

i  made   excufes  for  what  they  have  done  ;  promifing 

i  that  if  it  will  forget  what  is  paft,  they  will  gild  it 

I  again. 

I  Thefe  fe61s  are,  however,  only  tolerated  ;  the  re- 
ligi-on  of  the  court,  and  that  of  the  mandarines, 
confifts  in  following  the  precepts  and  dodlrines  of 
Confufuis,  an  excellent  moral  philofopher,  and  thofe 
of  the  other  fages  of  antiquity  ;  which  they    havg: 

VOL.  Vi.  G    £ 
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intermixed  with  many  idolatrous  and  fuperftitioiis 
cuftoms.  They  are  far  from  abftaining  from  flelh, 
and  almoft  all  the  people,  not  only  feed  on  the  ani- 
mals that  are  ufually  eaten  in  other  countries  ;  but 
On  cats,  dogs,  and  horfes;  and  even  on  fuch  creatures 
as  die  of  themfelves  j  though  their  principal  food  is 
hogs. 

The  Chinefe  in  writing  do  not  ufe  pens   made  of 
quills,  like  the  Europeans,  nor  canes  or  reeds  like 
the  Arabians,  nor   crayons   like  the   Siamefe  ;  but 
only  hair  pencils.     When  they    fit  down    to  write, 
they  have  upon  the  table  a  piece  of  polilhed  marble,v, 
with  a  hollow  at  one  end  that  contains  a  little  watery, 
into  which  dipping  a  ftick  of  Indian  ink,  they  rub  it 
upon  the  fmooth  part  of  the  marble,  and  into  the; 
liquid  ink  thus  made,  dip  their  pencil.     Every  word 
has  a  different  chara6ier  ;  for  they  have  no  idea  of 
expreffing  founds   on    paper,   by    the  letters  of  an 
alphabet.     They  write  from    the  right  to  the  left, 
and  end  their   books  where  we  begin  ours  ;  fo  that 
our  lall  page  ftandsin  the  place  of  their  iirft. 

The  Chinefe  paper  is  made  of  the  inner  bark  of 
the  bamboo,  which  is  foft  and  white  :  this  they  beat 
in  clear  water ;  after  which  it  is  formed  into  fheets 
hy  being  taken  up  in  long  and  broad  frames.  Some 
of  thefe  (beets  are  ten  or  twelve  feet  long  ;  they 
are  exceeding  white  and  fmooth,  and  each  (lieet  is 
dipped  into  alum  water,  inftead  of  fize.  They  have 
alfo  paper  made  of  cotton,  which  is,  indeed,  the" 
whiteft,   fineft  and  moft  ufed. 

Printing,  which  is  in  a  manner  in  its  infancy  in 
Europe,  has  been  ufed  from  all  antiquity  in  China: 
but  their  manner  of  printing  is  very  different  from 
burs.  As  they  have  no  letters,  they  are  obliged  to 
cut  the  marks  which  ftand  for  words  on  even  blocks 
of  wood.  He  who  intends  to  print  a  book  has  it 
fairly  wrote,  and  then  the  wood  cutter  glues  each  leaf 
Upon  an  even  fmooth  pear- tree  board,  and  cuts  out 
whatever  is  not  to  appear  when  printed,  leaving  the 
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chara^iers  as  perre6l  as  thofe  of  the  original.     Hav- 
ing thus  prepared  the  block,  they  rub  it  over  with  a 
'  brufli  dipped  in  ink,  and  placing  the  paper  upon  it, 
they  rub  a  dry  bru(h  gently   over  the  back  of  the 
paper,  prelfing  it  down  a  little,  that  it  may  imbibe 
I  the  ink,  and  take  the  imprelBon.  All  this  is  done  wrth 
great  expedition.  They  print  only  on  the  one  fide  of 
the  leaf,  and  finifh  a  whole  book  in  the  manner  here 
'  defcribed  ;  after  which  it  is  bound,  and  covered  either 
'  with  a  neat  fort  of  grey  pafteboard,  or  with  fine  fatin 
,  or  flowered    filk,   which    coft    little,    and    fome   are 
ij  covered  by  the  binders  with  red  brocade,  interfpered 
'  with  gold  and  filver  flowers. 

The  Chinefe  have  a  variety  of  books  on  morality, 
medicine,  of  agriculture/  of  plants,  of  the  military 
art,  of  hiftory,  aftronomy,  philofophy,  and  the  me- 
chanic arts;  romances,  comedies,  tragedies,  and  abun- 
dance of  treatifes  compofed  by  the  bonzes,  on  the 
worfliip  of  the  deities  of  the  country  :  fo  that  fome  of 
their  public  libraries  are  faid  to  contain  30,000  vo- 
lumns. 

The  Chinefe  are  well  fliilled  in  the  management  of 
thefilk-worm,  and  in  railing  and  manufacturing  the 
richeft   filks ;  in   making  cabinets  refembling   thofe 
of  Japan;  and  are  particularly  famous  for  their  porce- 
lain, fo  well  known  in  Europe  by  the  name  of  China. 
i       Among  the  other  inftances  of  their  ingenuity,  that 
I  pra6tifed  in   fifhing  appears  not  the  leait  extraordi- 
\l  nary.     Belides,    the  line,    nets,    and   the    ordinary 
■li  inftruraents  ufed  in  Europe,  which  they  employ  as 
?  well  as  we,  they  have  two  methods  that  appear  ex- 
j  treniely  odd.     The  one  is  pra6lifed  in  the  night  by 
jj  nioonlhine;  they  take  two  long  ftraight  boats,  and  nail 
■j  the  fides  from  one  end  to  the  other,  a  board  about 
I   two  feet  broad,   painted  white,  and  finely  varniflied. 
I   This  plank  flopes  outward,  and  almoft  touches  the 
I   furface  of  the  water  ;  in  oitier  to  anfwer  their  pur- 
i    pofe,  they   turn    towards   the  moon,    that   the   re- 
fie(5tion  of  that  luminary  my  incre:ifc  its  brightnefs  : 
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when  th«  filh  playing  and  miftaking  its  colour,  for 
that  of  the  water,  Ipring  up  towards  it  and  either 
fall  upon  it,  or  into  the  boat.  So  that  the  filher* 
men  with  very  little  trouble  foon  fill  their  boat. 

The  fecond  manner  ot  tilhiug  feenis  at  firft  equally 
furprifing  :  as  the  Europeans  and  others  breed  up 
hawks  to  fly  at  the  game,  and  cQtch  birds,  they 
train  cormorants  to  catch  fifh :  one  filherman  can 
eafily  look  atter  a  hundred  of  them  :  he  keeps  therii 
perched  on  the  fides  of  his  boat,  waiting  patiently 
for  their  orders,  till  they  are  come  to  the  place 
defigncd  for  fifhing  jn,  and  then  at  the  firft  fignal 
each  takes  its  flight,  and  flies  the  way  afligned  it. 
It  is  pleafant  to  fee  them  divide  amongft  themfelvcs 
the  whole  breadth  of  the  river,  or  of  the  lake  :  they 
feek  up  apd  down,  they  dive,  come  up  again,  and 
hover  over  the  water  till  they  perceive  their  prey  ; 
when  they  inftantly  dart  upon  it,  feize  it  with  their 
beak,  and  bring  it  to  their  mafter.  When  the  fi0i 
is  too  big,  they  help  one  another  interchangeably, 
one  taking  it  by  the  tail  and  another  by  the  head,  in 
which  manner  they  carry  it  to  the  bo^t,  where  the 
men  hold  out  long  oars  or  ftrong  canes  for  them,  gn 
which  they  pereh  with  their  fifli,  which  they  do  r^ot 
part  with  till  they  go  in  fearch  of  others.  When  they 
are  weary  they  let  them  reft  a  while  ;  but  give  them 
nothing  to  eat  till  the  fifliing  is  over;  during  which 
time  the  throat  of  each  cormorant  is  tied  with  a 
fmall  cord,  for  fear  they  ihould  fwallow  the  fniall 
fifli,  which  might  prevent  their  having  any  inclina- 
tion to  return. 

As  the  land  of  China  is  incapable  of  maintaining 
its  inhabitants,  the  dread  of  want  puts  every  body 
in  motion,  and  they  have  a  thoufand  methods  of 
getting  rnoney  which  other  nations  would  never  think 
of.  If  indeed,  they  would  accompany  labour  and 
natural  induftry  with  a  little  mo|fe  honefly,  efpecially 
with  refpe^l  to  ftrangers,  they  would  make  complete 
merchants ;  but  they  ieldpm  fail  to  cheat  whenever 


OF  CHINA.  237 

it  is  in  their  power.  They  falfify  almoft  every  thing 
,  they  fell ;  and  in  particular  they  are  faid  to  counter- 
feit gammons  of  bacon  fo  artfully,  that  people  are 
often  miftaken  in  them,  and  when  they  have  boiled 
them  a  long  time,  they  find  nothing,  when  they  lit 
down  to  eat  them,  but  a  piece  of  wood  under  a  hog's 
fkin.  It  is  certain  that  a  ftranger  will  be  always 
cheated  if  he  buy  alone,  let  him  take  what  care  he 
will:  he  (hould  employ  a  trufty  Chinefcj  who  knows 
all  the  tricks  of  his  countrymen  ;  and  indeed  even 
then  you  will  be  very  happy  if  he  that  buys  for  you 
and  he  that  fells,  do  not  colleague  together  to  your 
, coft,  and  go  (hares  in  the  profits*. 
1  The  following  inftance  will  perhaps  give  a  more 
perfect  idea  of  their  charader-  An  Englifh  captain 
having  bought  fome  bales  of  filk  of  a  merchant  of 
Canten  ;  on  opening  them  he  foimd  that  they  were 
almoft  all  fiiled  with  rotten  filk  ;  upon  which  he  re- 
proached the  Chinefe  in  the  fevereft  terms,  for  his 
difingenuity  and  knavery  ;  while  the  other  heard  him 
very  unconcernedly,  and  only  made  this  reply: 
Blame,  Sir,  your  rogue  of  an  interpreter  ;  for  he  pro- 
tefted  to  me,  that  you  would  not  examine  the  bales. 
'  Their  fiibtlety  in  deceiving  is  ftill  more  extraordi- 
*  nary  in  their  thieves  and  robbers,  who  break  through 
the  thickeft  walls,  burn  gates,  and  make  great  holes 
in  them,  by  the  help  of  a  certain  engine  that  tires  the 
wood  without  any  flame.  Thus  they  penetrate  into 
the  moft  private  recelfes,  and  having,  it  is  faid,  a  cer- 

I 

I  *  Du  Hs^Me  obferves,  that  generally  fpeaking,  they  are  not  {0 
'  knavifh  as  Le  Compte  here  reprefents  them ;  bnt  acknowledges, 
that  when  they  have  to  do  with  ftrangers,  they  feldom  fail  to  cheat 
them  if  they  can  ;  and  that  they  have  the  art  to  open  the  breafl:  ot 
a  capon,  and  taking  out  all  the  flefh  to  fill  up  the  hole,  and  clofe  it 
fo  nicely,  that  the  cheat  is  not  perceived  till  the  fowl  comes  to  be 
eaten.  Thefe  tricks  he,  however,  obferves,  are  feldom  prafti fed  on 
aay  but  ftrangers;  and  that  at  a  dlftance  from  thecoaft,  the  Chinefe 
themfelves  will  fcarce  believe  them.  The  brave  commodore  Anion 
found  to  his  coft,  that  they  were  guilty  of  many  other  artifices 
equally  mean  and  dii^ngenuous. 
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tain  drug,  the  fume  ot  which  ftupifiestl;jefenres,  anc 
eafts  peribns  into  a  deep  deep,  they  enter  into  th 
very  bec^  chambers  without  being  perceived;  an( 
when  the  people  awake  in  the  morning,  they  ar 
amazed  to  find  their  bed  without  curtains  ;  thei 
chamber  unfurnilhed  ;  and  the  tables,  cabinets,  cof 
fers,  and  every  thing  removed  without  any  footftep 
being  feen  oi  the  thieves  but  the  hole  in  the  wall,  a 
which  they  went  out  with  all  the  moveables  ofthi 
lioure. 

There  are,  however,  fome  few  exceptions  to  thi 
general  chara6tcr  of  the  Chinefe  :  honefty  and  difin 
tereftednefs  are  fometimes  to  be  fouijd  among  them 
but  the  examples  are  very  rare :  we,  however,  me 
with  a  lingular  inftance  of  it  in  one  who  had  not  em 
braced  the  do6lrines  of  Chriftianity  ;  for  on  our  firf 
arrival,  offering  a  prefent  to  a  commiffioner  of  th( 
cul^oms,  he  protefted,  notvvithftanding  all  our  earnef 
entreaties,  that  he  would  never  receive  a  prefent fron 
any  man  while  he  was  in  liis  office  ;  but  if  one  day  h( 
ihould  chance  to  be  in  another  ftation,  he  would 
with  all  his  heart,  receive  from  us  fome  Europeai 
curiofity. 

China  is,  from  north  to  fouth,  of  greater  lengtl 
than  Tartary  ;  but  is  not  equal  to  it  in  breadth, 
from  eaft  to  weft.  Yet  in  the  narroweft  part  it  ex> 
tends  360  leagues,  or  1080  miles. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  though  the  northern  pro- 
vinces of  China  do  not  extend  to  above  42  degrees 
rjorth  latitude,  yet  the  rivers  and  canals  are  frozen 
four  myonths  in  the  year  ;  that  is,  from  the  middle  oU 
November  to  the  middle  of  March  :  but  when  thei 
wind  does  not  blow  from  the  north,  the  froft  is  not( 
attended  with  that  piercing  cold,  which  atfuch  a  time 
is  felt  in  Europe.  This  may  be  attributed  to  the  m- 
trous  exhalations  arifing  from  the  earth,  efpecially 
when  the  weather  is  clear,  which  is  fo  conftant,  thai; 
during  the  winter,  the  fun  is  very  feldom  obfcured. 
The  rainy  feafon  is  only  towards  the  end  of  July^  aii<i 
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the  beginning  of  Auguft;  but  though  it  feldom 
rains  at  any  otlier  time,  the  dew  that  tails  in  the  night 
moiftens  the  earth  ;  but  this  moiftiire  dries  at  the 
riling  of  the  fun,  and  is  fucceeded  by  the  air  being 
filled  with  a  dry  duft  that  penetrates  the  clofeft  re- 
ceffes  ;  and  has  fuch  an  eifcd  on  thofe  that  travel  ofi^ 
horfeback^  that  they  who  have  tender  eyes  are  oblig- 
ied  to  cover  their  faces  with  a  loofe  veil.  In  the 
jrouthern  parts  of  China  the  heats,  during  the  fummer, 
are  very  exceilive. 

'    China  being  of  great  extent,  the  nature  of  the  foil 

Is  difl^erent,  according  to  its  iituation.     The  land, 

•ike  all  others,  is  divided  into  hills  and  plains  ;  but 

the  latter  are  fo  even,  that  one  would  imagine  that 

the  Chinefe  have  ever  lince  the  foundation  of  theii* 

monarchy,  been  employed  in  nothing  but  leveling 

;hem  ;  and  their  manner  of  meliorating  their  ground 

3cing  to  let  water   through  it,  they  could  not  think 

)i  a   better  way   of  rendering   the   whole  country 

ertile,  than  that  they  have  taken  ;  for  was  it  not  for 

heir   numerous  canals,  thofe  parts  that  lie  highefi; 

vould  have  been  fubjeft  to  continual  drought,  and 

lie  reft  have  lain  always  under  water.    Their  moun- 

ains  are  cut  out  like  a  pair  of  flairs,  from  the  top 

CO  the  bottom,  that  the  rain-water  may  fpread  equally, 

,|ind   not  wafn   down  the  ground  with  its  feeds.     A 

yOng  feries  of  fuch  hills,  furrounded  with  fuch  ter- 

\i(res,  lofing  in  breadth  as  they  gain  in  height,  afford 

'1  very  entertaining  landfcape. 

Their  mountains  are,  for  the  moil  part,  lefs  itony 
;Han  ours,  and  covered  with  a  mould  that  is  light, 
Hporous,  and  eafily  cut;  and  what  is  raoft  farpriling, 
|o  deep,  that  in  moft  provinces  you  may  dig  three 
br  four  hundred  feet  in  depth  before  you  come  to  the 
'  ifd  rock.  Nature,  however,  has  not  every  where 
equally  diftributed  her  favours  ;  f  for  fome  places  are 
naturally  fo  fertile,  as  to  yield  two  crops  a  year  ; 
while  others  owe  their  fruitfulnel's  to  the  indefati- 
gable labour  of  the  huibandmen.]  She  has  been  lefs 
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lavifh  of  her  favours  in  the  provinces  of  Cherifi, 
Honan,  Canton,  and  Fo-kien :  yet  even  there  the 
mountains  are  covered  with  a  variety  of  ftraight  and 
lofty  trees,  among  which  are  tall  cedars.  They 
have  other  mountains,  that  produce  gold  and  filver, 
iron,  tin,  and  mercury.  Their  filver  mines  are  not 
BOW  worked  ;  but  as  for  their  gold,  the  torrents 
walli  great  quantities  of  it  into  the  plains,  and  a  num- 
ber of  people  are  folely  employed  in  looking  for  it 
among  the  fand  and  mud,  where  it  is  found  fo  pwe 
as  to  need  no  refining. 

The  mines  of  common  copper  fupply  the  empire 
withfmall  money;  But  the  moft  extraordinary  fort 
of  this  metal  is  white  copper,  which  is  of  that 
colour  when  dug  out  of  the  mine,  and  itibre  fo  on 
the  in  fide  than  without.  It  appears  by  many  ex- 
periments made  at  Pekini  that  its  colour  is  owing 
to  no  mixture  :  on  the  contrary,  all  mixtures  di- 
minifh  its  beauty  ;  for  when  it  is  rightly  managedj 
it  looks  exa<5lly  like  filver;  but  there  is  a  neceffity 
of  mixing  a  fmall  quantity  of  fome  other  metal  with 
it,  to  foften  it  and  prevent  its  bfittlenefs  ;  and  there- 
fore thofe  M-ho  would  have  it  keep  its  fine  colour;! 
mix  it  with  a  fifth  part  of  filver. 

There  are  in  China  alio  many  mines  of  pit-coal, 
of  which  there  is  a  very  great  confumption.  In  the 
mountains  are  found  lapis  armenus,  cinabar,  vitriol^ 
allum,  jafper,  rtibies,  rock  cryftal,  load  ftones* 
porphyry,  and  quarries  of  different  kinds  of  marble. 

The  canals  of  China  have  been  mentioned  among 
the  works  which  (hew  the  art  and  induftry  of  the 
inhabitants  ,  and  the  rivers  from  whence  they  derive  i 
their  fcources  are  very  confiderable.  The  river  Kiam  i 
rifesin  the  province  of  Yunnan,  and  after  having 
watered  three  other  provi I ices,  and  run  a  courfe  of 
four  hundred  leagues  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  eaftern 
fea.  The  Chinefe  have  a  proverb,  that  "  The  fea 
'*  has  no  bounds,  and  the  Kiam  no  bottom  :"  and 
indeed  in  fome  places  they  have  found  none  >  but 
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as  their  pilots  never  carry  a  cord  of  above  fifty  or 
fixty  fathoms  in  length,  the  impolfibiiity  of  finding 
a  bottom  with  their  ordinary  plummet,  probably 
gave  rife  to  this  hyperbole.  This  river  is  in  many 
places  extremely  rapid,  and  the  pailage  along  it  is 
very  dangerous. 

The  molt  confiderable  river,  next  to  the  former* 

is  the  Hoamho,  or  the  Yellow    Kiver,    fo  calledj 

becaufe  the  earth  it  Iweeps   away  with  it,  efpeciaily 

in  heavy  rains,  gives  it  that  colour.     The  Hoamho 

I  has  its  fource  at  the   extremity  of  the  mountains 

;  that  bound  the  province  of  Soutchouen  in  the  weft : 

from  thence  it  runs  into  Tartary,  where  it  flows  for 

^  feme  time  along  the  great  wall,  and  then  re-enters 

'  China  between  the  provinces  of  Chanfi  and  Chenfi  ; 

;  it    then   waters  leveral  other  provinces,  and   after 

\  flowing  600   leagues,  dilcharges   itielf  into  the  eaft 

•  fea,  not  far  from  the   mouth  of  the  Kiam.     This 

river  is  very  broad  and  rapid,  but  neither  very  deep 

I  nor  navigable:    befides  tliefe,  there  are  abundance 

"of  other  rivers  in  China,  that  are  more  commodious 

for  trade  and  commerce  ;  but  as  they  afford  nothing 

uncommon,    we    fhall   not  enter  into   a  particular 

i  defcription  of  them. 

I  :,  China  alfo  abounds  with  lakes,  one  of  which 
\  named  the  Jau,  is  thirty  leagues  in  circumference, 
1  and  is  like  the  fea,  iubje6t  to  ftorms  :  indeed  almoil 
fi  every  province  has  lakes  of  a  prodigous  extent  ; 
thefe  have  a  communication  with  the  rivers  and  canals 
and  are  well  Hocked  with  fifh. 

The  plains  are  extremely   beautiful,  they  are  all 

:  cultivated,  and  fo  afraid  are  the  inhabitants  of  loling 

I  an  inch  of  ground,  that  they  have  neither  hedge  nor 

^j  ditch.     All  the  northern  and  weilern  provinces  bear 

I  wheat,  barley,  feveral  kinds  of  millet  and  tobacco, 

"With  black  and  yellow  peafe,  with  which  they  feed 

their  horfes,  as   we  do  with  oats  ;  the  plains  to  the 

ibuth,  being  a  watery  country,  produce  rice.     The 

hulbandmen  firit  low  it  like  other  corn,  and  wheu 

VOL.  VI.  H  h 
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it  is  grown  about  two  feet  from  the  ground,  pull  it 
up  by  the  roots,  and  fetit  in  ftraight  lines  checquer- 
%ife,  in  fmall  parcels  like  (heaves,  that  the  ftalks 
may  fupport  each  other,  and  the  eafier  refill  the 
wind. 

The  foil  is  proper  for  all  manner  of  fruits  ;  it 
prodtices  apricots,  peaches,  pears,  apples,  figs,  grapes 
of  all  kinds,  and  efpecially  excellent  mufcadines. 
There  are  alfo  pomegranates,  walnuts,  chefnuts; 
and  in  general  all  that  we  have  in  Europe  ;  but  as 
the  Chinefe  are  Grangers  to  the  art  of  grafting,  they 
are  for  the  moft  part  inferior  in  goodnefs  to  ours, 
andj  there  is  no  great  variety  among  each  diftin^ 
fort. 

In  the  fouthem  provinces  grow  other  fruits  that 
are  in  greater  efteem  among  the  natives  ;  for  befides 
oranges  qf  leveral  kinds,  lemons,  and  citrons,  which 
were  many  years  ago  brought  into  Eurofje,  there 
are  other  fruits  that  have  a  fine  tafte  and  flavour, 
that  feem  peculiarly  natives  of  the  country  ;  particu- 
larly wbat  they  call  the  lichi,  which  is  of  the  fize  of 
a  date,  and  has  a  foft  pulp  of  a  very  agreeable  tafte, 
which  it  partly  lofes  on  its  becoming  dry  and  wrink- 
led like  a  prune.  Ananas,  guavas,  bananas  and 
cocoas  have  been  tranfplanted  from  the  neighbouring 
iflands.  Befides  thefe  there  is  a  tree  which  bears  a 
ihiall  fruit  that  in  Ihape,  colour,  Ihell,  and  tafte,  is 
extremely  like  a  pea.  This  tree  is  common  in  feveral 
provinces,  and  in  refpe^t  to  its  height,  its  fpreading 
branches,  and  the  thicknefs_of  its  trunk,  is  excelled 
by  few. 

But  among  the  trees  that  are  moft  likely  to  raife  > 
the  envy  of  the  Europeans  are  the  four  following. ; 
The  fii-ft  is  the  varnifh  tree,  which  is  of  a  fmall  fize,  ^ 
and  has  a  leaf  refembling  the  wild  cherry  :  a  gum 
diftils  from  it  drop  by  drop  like  the  tears  of  the  tur- 
pentine-tree ;  and  if  an   incifion  be  made  in  it,  it 
yields  a  greater  quantity  of  liquor  ;  but  then  it  foon 
deftroys  the  tree.     The  varnifh  is  much  ufed,  and  is 
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greatly  efteemed  by  the  artificers ;  it  takes  all  colours 
alikCj  and  if  it  be  well  managed,  neither  Ipfes  its 
luftre  by  the  changes  of  the  air,  nor  the  age  of  the 
wood  to  which  it  is  applied. 

There  is  alfo  another  tree  from  which  a  liquor  i§ 
obtained  that  differs  but  little  from  varnifti. 

Another  is  termed  the  tallow  tree.  This  is  as 
large  as  a  high  cherry-tree;  the  leaves  are  of  a  lively 
red,  and  the  Ihape  of  a  heart  ;  fruit  is  contained  in 
a  rind,  which,  when  ripe,  opens  in  the  middle  like 
achefniit;  it  confifts  of  white  kernels  of  the  fize  of 
a  hazel-nut,  whofepulp  has  the  properties  of  tallow, 
and  of  which  candles  are  accordingly  made. 

The  white  wax-tree  is  no  lefs  extraordinary.  It  is 
not  fo  tall  as  the  tallow-tree  ;  and  has  longer  leaves 
and  a  whiter  bark.  A  finall  kind  of  worm  fixes  it- 
ieifto  the  leaves,  and  forms  a  fort  of  combs  much 
fmaller  than  an  honey-comb,  the  wax  of  which  is 
very  hard  and  fliining,  and  of  far  greater  value  thai> 
the  common  bees-wax. 

They  have  molt  kinds  of  wood  that  are  to  b§ 
found  in  Europe,  and  feveral  others,  among  which 
is  the  tie-tam,  or  rofe-wood,  which  is  of  a  reddifli 
black,  and  full  of  fine  veins  that  feem  painted.  This 
wood  is  fit  for  the  fineft  fort  of  joiner's  work. 

[Among  the  Ihrubs,  the  moft  extraordinary  is  that 
of  tea,  which  is  diftinguilhed  into  feveral  different 
forts.  One  of  the  principal  of  them  is  the  fong-lo, 
which  we  call  green  tea.  It  is  planted  in  the  man- 
ner of  vines,  and  if  not  cut  will  grow  fevenor  eight 
feet  high.  The  flower  is  white,  and  in  the  fhape  of 
a  rofe,  in  the  autumn,  when  it  drops  oflf,  there  ap- 
pears a  berry  in  the  fhape  of  a  nut,  a  little  moift  ancj 
of  no  bad  tafte. 

There  is  another  fort  of  the  tea  flirub  which  grows 
in  the  province  of  Fo-kien,  and  is  called  vui,  or  bo- 
hea.  The  only  difference  between  this  tea  and  the 
former  is,  that  the  leaves  of  that  are  longer  and 
/liarper  pointed,  and  thofe  of  the  latter  of  9  darker 


244  A  DESCPJPTION 

colour.     This  laft   being  efteemed  more  falutary  h  | 
irjoft  generally  ufed  throughout  the  empire. 

From  this  fiirub  are  prepared  three  forts  of  tea ; 
the  lirft,  of  the  tender  leaf  when  newly  planted, 
which  is  feldom  expofed  to  fale  ;  butferves  to  make  i 
prefents  of,  and  to  fend  to  the  emperor  ;  this  is  cal- 
led man-cha,  or  imperial  tea.  The  fecond  confifts  of 
leaves  of  a  fenfible  growth,  and  is  efteemed  a  very 
good  fort.  The  remaining  leaves  are  fuS'ered  to  ar- 
rive at  their  full  growth,  and  this  makes  a  third  fort; 
and  a  fourth  is  made  of  the  flower  itfelf 

There  are  alfo  feveral  other  kinds  of  teas;  but^ 
they  are   very  little  different  from  the  two  principal 
forts,  except  in  what  is  owing  to  the  nature  of  the 
foil  in  which  they  are  planted. 

The  flowering  trees  and  Ihrubs  are  very  numerous! 
throughout  the  empire.     In  thefe  the  Chinefe  havse/ 
the  advantage  of  the   Europeans,  as  the  Europeans 
have  of  them  with  regard  to  flowers  that  fpring  from 
feeds,  and  fmall  roots.     Large   trees  are  to  be  feen 
there  that  perfe6tly  refemble  tulips  ;    the  flowers  of 
others  are  like  rofes,  which  intermixed  with  thegr^en  t 
jeaves  make  a  very  beautiful  appearance. 

Among  the  animals  is  an  odoriferous  deer,  vi'hich 
is  without  horns  ;  the  hair  is  of  a  blackifh  colour.^ 
and  its  mufk-bag  is  compofed  of  a  very  thin  fkin, 
covered  with  exceeding  fine  hair  :  the  flefii  is  good 
to  eat,  and  ferved'up  at  the  belt  tables. 

Among  the  other  animals  are  horfes,  which  are 
very  indifferent,    fmall  affes  and  nuiles,   foine  cows 
and  buffaloes,   white  goats   and   black  hogs,  which 
laft  are  excellent  food,  greatly  fuperior  to  the  pork  ^ 
of   Europe.     There  are  alfo  a  prodigious  number  of  t 
bucks,  does,  wild   boars,  elks,   hares,  rabbits,  and   1 
fquirrels. 

In  the  fouthern  provinces  are  parrots  of  all  forts, 
exacl:ly  refembling  thofe  brought  from  America. 
They  have  the  firne  plumage,  and  the  fame  aptnefs 
for  talking  :   but  they  are  not  comparable  to  the  bird 
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stalled  the  golden  hen.  There  is  no  bird  in  Europe 
any  thing  like  it.  The  livelinefs  of  the  red  and  yel- 
low, the  plume  on  the  head,  the  delicate  fliadowing 
of  the  tail,  the  variety  of  colours  in  the  wings,  to- 
gether with  a  well  limped  body,  render  it  the  moft 
beautiful  of  the  feathered  kind  :  befides,  the  fleili  is 
more  delicate  than  that  of  the  pheafant. 

But  it  is  certain  that  the  Fongwhang,  whofe  figure 
is  often  painted,  and  fet  off  with  a  vaft  number 
of  ornaments,  is  only  a  fiditious  bird  like  the  phoe- 
nix. 

There  are  prodigious  numbers  of  tame  ducks  in. 
China,  and  the  natives  hatch  the  eggs  in  an  oven, 
or  in  dung,  and  putting  the  young  ones  in  boats, 
carry  them  to  the  fea  (hore  at  low  water,  where  they 
feed  on  oyfters,  and  other  fliell-fifli :  feveral  boats  go 
together,  whence  many  flocks  of  thefe  ducks  are  in- 
termixed upon  the  rtiore  ;  but  as  foon  as  the  men 
ftrike  on  a  bafon,  it  is  faid,  that  each  fiock  returns  to 
its  own  boat  as  pigeons  do  to  their  houfes. 

There  are  alfo  in  fome  parts  of  China,  abundance 
of  wild  and  tame  peacocks  ;  and  likewife,  geefe, 
woodcocks,  partridges,  pheaiants,  quails  ;  all  thefe 
laft  are  very  common,  and  are  fold  exceedingly 
cheap. 

There  are  butterflies  in  the  province  of  Ouangtong 
fo  much  efteeraed,  that  the  largeft  and  molt  uncom- 
mon are  fent  to  court,  where  they  become  a  part  of 
certain  ornaments  in  the  palace.  Their  colours  are 
furprizing  lively  and  diverlified.  In  the  day  time 
the}'^  appear  without  motion  on  the  trees,  and  are 
ealily  taken  ;  in  the  evening  they  begin  to  flutter 
about,  much  like  our  bats,  and  fome  of  them,  when 
their  wings  are  extended,  feem  to  be  as  large. 

There  is  fcarce  any  fort  of  fllli  in  Europe,  but  what 
is  to  be  met  with  in  China,  as  lampreys,  carps,  foais, 
falmons,  trouts,  fturgeons  ;  befides  many  of  an  eX* 
ceilent  tafte,  that  are  quite  unknown  to  us. 
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One  of  thofe.nioft  efteenied  is  the  armour  fifli,  fo 
called  from  its  back,  belly,  and  fides  being  covered 
with  fharp  fcales,  regularly  placed  in  rows  one  ove» 
another,  much  like  the  tiles  on  the  roof  of  a  houfe. 
It  is  an  admirable  fifli  of  about  forty  pounds  weight  ; 
it  is  exceeding  white,  and  in  tafte  refembles  veal. 

In  calm  weather  they  catch  another  fort  of  delicate 
fi'ii,  called  by  the  peopleofthecountry  the  meal  fi(h, 
from  its  exceeding  whitenefs.  There  are  fuch  prodi- 
gious (hoals  of  them  in  the  fea  near  the  province  of 
Cyang-nan,  that  they  commonly  take  400  weight  of 
them,  at  one  draught  of  the  net. 

One  of  the  belt  fort  of  iilh  China  affords,  refembles 
a  fea-bream,  and  weighs  five  or  fix  pounds,  andisfo 
cheap,  that  it  is  commonly  fold  for  the  value  of 
about  a  farthing  a  pound,  aiid  for  only  about  twice 
as  much  on  its  being  carried  twenty  leagues  up  the 
country. 

In  the  province  of  Kyang-nan,  are  very  large  fiih, 
■which  coming  out  of  the  fea,  or  yellow  river,  throw 
then^felves  into  vaft  plains  covered  with  water ;  but 
jnatters  are  fo  ingenioully  contrived,  that  when  the 
plains  are  fufficiently  flocked  with  thefe  aquatic  ani- 
mals, the  people  drain  off  the  water,  and  the  filh  be- 
ing left  on  dry  land,  are  taken  without  difficulty! 
faked,  and  fold  to  the  merchants,  at  a  very  cheap  1 
rate. 

In  the  river  Yang-tfe-kyange,  the  natives  catch  a 
variety  of  excellent  tifh,  and  among  others,  onecallecj 
whan-yu,  or  the  yellow  filh,  which  is  of  an  extra- 
ordinary fize,  fome  of  them  weighing  upvvardsotSoo 
pounds  ;  they  are  alfo  of  an  exquilite  taife  ;  but  they 
are  only  to  be  caught  at  certain  feafons,  when  they 
come  out  of  the  lake  Tonting-hu,  into  this  river. 
'  To  thefe  I  fliall  only  add  the  gold  or  filver  fifh,  as 
being  remarkable  on  account  of  its  beauty,  whence 
it  is  kept  by  the  grandees  in  bafons  in  their  courts  or 
gardens.  They  are  coipiimonly  of  a  finger's  length,  and 
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I  jSiVoportionably  thicks  the  body  being  finely  fhaped. 
The  male  is  of'a  beautiful  red,  from  the  head  to  above 
half  way  down  the  body,  and  the  remaining  part,  toge- 
ther with  the  tail,  is  gilded  ',  but  accompanied  with 
fuch  a  bright  and  dazzling  luftre,  that  our  belt  gild- 
ings fall  vaftly  fhort  of  it.  The  female  is  white,  the 
tail  and  fome  paft  of  the  body  perfe6lly  refembling 
filver.  The  tail  of  either  kind  is  fmooth  and  flat, 
like  that  of  other  fi(h  ;  but  form  a  fort  of  thick  and 
long  tuft,  that  adds  a  particular  beauty,  to  this  little 
creature. 
[We  cannot  conclude  our   account  of  this  fpecies 

I  of  animals,  and  of  China  in  general,  without  menti- 

I  dning  a  lingular  method  by  which  all  kinds  of  fifli 
are  difperfed  into  different  provinces  even  before  they 
have  life.  About  the  month  of  May  the  Chineie 
draw  mats  acrofs  the  great  river  Yang -tfekyange  in 
order  to  flop  the  fpawn,  which  they  know  how  to 
diftinguifli  at  firft  light,  though  the  water  is  fcarce 

'  altered  by  it,  with  this  water  mixed  with  fpawn,  they 
fill  many  vefFels,  which  they  fell  to  the  merchants, 
vvho  go  thither  at  that  feafon  in  great  numbers  to 
buy  it,  and  tranfport  it  into  diiferent  provinces. 
This  they  fell  by  meafure  to  thofe  who  have  fiUv- 
ponds  belonging  to  their  houfes.  In  a  few  days  the 
young  fry  begin  to  appear  in  little  flioals  ;  but  the 
•different  kinds  of  fifh  cannot  be  foon  diftinguiihed. 
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Containing  a  particular  account  of  the  Slave  CoafI:  and  Gold  Coaft 
of  Guinea ;— of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Benin,  with  the  religion, 
cuiloms,  drefs  and  manners  of  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  counnies. 


U  I  N  E  A  is  a  large  country  that  extends 
feverai  hundred  miles  along  the  weftern  coaft  of 
Africa,  and  is  divided  into  many  kingdoms  and 
commonwealths.  The  Gold  Coaft  reaches  about  330 
miles  :  it  begin niug,  according  to  Mr.  Smith,  at  the 
river  Mancha,  and  extending  to  the  Volta  ;  comprc: 
bending  the  countries  of  Axim,  Ante,  Adorn,  Jabi, 
Commani,  Fetu,  Saboe,  Fantyn,  Acrin,  Agona, 
and  Aquambo  ;  each  containing  a  village  or  two  on 
the  fea-jliore  ;  but  their  moil  populous  towns  are  ge- 
nerally within  the  land. 

To  begin  with  Axim,  the  inhabitants  of  this  coun-i 
try  are  generally  rich,  from  their  driving  a  great' 
trade  with  the  Europeans  forgold,  which  they  chiefly 
difpofe  of  to  the  Engliih  or  Dutch.  They  em})Ioy 
themfelves  either  in  trade,  fi(hing,  or  the  cultivation 
of  rice,  which  is  tranfported  from  thence  all  over 
the  Gold  Coaft  ;  and  they  receive  in  return,  millet^. 
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jarames,  potatoes,  and  palm  oil.  The  river  Anco- 
ber,  on  the  borders  of  this  province,  has  a  winding 
courfe  ;  and  its  banks  are  adorned  with  fine  lofty 
trees,  that  afford  a  moil  agreeable  ihade,  and  defend 
the  traveller  from  the  fcorching  beams  of  the  fun^ 
it  is  very  pi-eafant  to  obferve  the  birds  beautifully 
variegated  with  the  brighteft  colours,  and  the  fpor- 
tiveapes,  diverting  theinfeives  on  the  boughs  of  the 
trees. 

The  Dutch  fort  of  St.  Anthony  is  at  the  mouth 
of  this  river  ;  and  about  feven  or  eight  leagues  to  the 
fouth-eaft,  they  have  alfo  a  large  beautiful  fort  which 
belonged  to  the  king  of  Pruffia;  but  was  taken  by  the 
Dutch  in  the  year  1724. 

In  the  next  province,  which  is  that  of  Ante,  the 
Engliih  have  a  fort  called  Dickfcove,  which  is  a 
handfon^e  regular  fortitication  with  four  good  bat- 
teries, on  which  are  n)Ounted  twenty  pieces  of  ord^ 
iiance  This,  and  all  the  other  Engiilh  forts,  are 
Subordinate  to  Cape  Coaft  Caftle.  There  are  alfo 
feverai  Dutch  forts.  This  country,  as  well  as  the 
•Gold  Coafl;,  abounds  in  hills  covered  with  lofty  and 
beautiful  trees.  Between  thefe  hills,  the  valleys  are 
wide  and  extenlive.  The  earth  produces  in  great 
abundance,  very  good  rice,  the  richeft  fort  of  millet, 
which  has  a  red  grain  ;  fugar  canes  of  an  extraor- 
dinary lize  ;  and  the  palm-trees,  which  aiford  the 
inhabitants  the  moft  exxeilent  wine  and  oil.  There 
Hre  here  all  forts  of  tame  and-  wild  beafts.  This 
country  is  watered  by  a  river  that  is  navigable  three 
fnilcs  from  its  mouth  ;  but  the  catara6ts  above  that 
diftance  render  it  impaifable  beyond  it.  It  aliords 
great  plenty  of  filh  notwithllanding  its  being  peftered 
i)y  incredible  nvunbcrs  of  crocodiles.  On  each  fide 
of  this  river  grow  a  fort  of  trees  great  and  fmall 
inteimixed,  whofe  branches  fl^oot  direftly  into  the 
^vater,  where  they  are  immediately  covered  with 
oyftcrs,  which  are  at   firft  of  the  bignefs  of  ihell- 
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fnails ;  out  in  a  fhort  time  grow  to  their  natural 
fize. 

The  countries  of  Adorn  and  Jabi  are  extremely 
fertile  in  maize,  and  have  feveral  mines  oi'  gold. 

In  the  country  of  Commani  or  Commenda,  is 
a  to\Vn  thus  named,  where  is  the  largeft  and  ftrongeft 
of  any  fort  belonging  to  the  Englilh  on  the  Gold 
Goaft,  except  Cape  Coaft  Caftle,  and  within  a  mulket-* 
fliot  is  alfo  a  good  Dutch  fort.  The  gardens  are  very 
good/  and  there  are  large  villages  of  negroes  belong- 
ing to  both  forts. 

In  the  next  ptovinee  named  Fetu  is  Cape  Coaft 
Gaftle/  which   being   a  place  of  great  confequence 
belonging  to  England,  deferves  a  particular  defcrip- 
tion.     This  caftle  was  founded  by   the  Portuguefe' 
about  the  year  1610,  upon  a  large  rock,  which  pra- 
je6t3  into  the  fea,    forming  a  head-land,  to  which 
th?y  gave  the  name  of  Cabo  Corfo.     In  a  few  years 
they  were  difpoITefled  by  the  Dutch,  who  enlarged 
and  beautified  it.     The  parade  which  is  twenty  feet 
perpendicular  above  the  furface  of  the  rock,  forms  a 
kind   of  quadrangle,  open  on  the  eaft  fide  towards 
the  feay^  which   renders  it  very  cool,  airy  and  plea- 
fant,  and- affords  a  fine  view  of  Queen  Anne's  Point, 
and  of  the    fliips  in  Anamaboe  road,  which  has  a 
platform  of  thirteen  pieces  of  heavy  cannon.     The 
other  three  fides  contain  many  neat  and  fpacious 
apartments  and  offices,  particularly  on  the  fouth  fides  ■ 
is  a  large  well-built  chapel,  the  back  part  of  which  1 
joins  to  the  caftle  wall.     The  negroe  town  is  very 
jargeand  populous.  The  inhabitants,  though  Pagans, 
are  a  very  civilized  fort  of  people:  their  chief  em- 
ployment is  finiing,  at  which  they  are  very  dexterous, 
and   it  is  a  pleafrng  fight  to  behold  eighty  or  100 
canoes  going  out  to  fifli  in  the  morning,  and  return- 
ing  in, from  the  fea  well  freighted  in  the  evening, 
which  may  be  feen  every  day  during  the  dry  feafon^ 
(Except  Tuefday,    which  is  their  Fetifii  day,    or  Sab- 
bath.    The  garden  of  Cape  Coaft  Caftle  is  very  large 
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and  pleafant,  it  being  eight  miles  in  circumference  : 
it  is  no  where  circumfcribed  by  eitiier  walls  or  hedges, 
except  on  the  Ibuth-iide  next  the  town  ;  but  all  in 
general  is  called  the  Garden  as  far  as  any  regular 
walks  are  planted.  It  produces  every  thing  tiiat 
grows  within  the  torrid  zone,  as  pine-apples,  oranges, 
lemons,  limes,  citrons,  guavas,  plantanes,  papas, 
bonanas,  cocoa-nuts,  cinamon,  and  tamarinds ;  ah'b 
many  forts  of  European  fruits  and  falads. 

By  the  fide  of  the  garden,  on  the  top  of  a  fteep 
hill,  is  a  little  round  tower,  that  mounts  feven  guns  ; 
which  from  its  being  built  by  General  Phipps,  is 
called  Phipps's  Tower ;  it  is  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  to  the  north-weft  cf  the  caftk.  At  the  flime 
diftance  to  the  eaft  by  north  is  another  Englilh  fort 
called  Fort  Royal,  v-'hich  formerly  belonged  to  the 
king  of  Denmark,  and  is  every  way  inacceffible 
through  the  fteepnefs  of  the  hill,  except  by  one 
narrow  path,  which  a  fingle  g,un   may  defend. 

The  Dutch  have  likewife  feyeral  forts  in  tlie 
country  of  Fetu,  the  principal  of  which  is  the  caftle 
of  St.  .George  del  Mina,  fituated  near  the  town  of 
Mina  ;  this  according  to  Mr.  Bofman,  has  not  its 
equal  in  all  the  Gold  Coaft.  It  is  built  fquare  with 
very  high  walls,  and  has  four  good  batteries  within, 
and  another  on  the  out- work  of  the  caftle  :  on  the 
land  fide  it  has  the  advantage  of  two  canals  cut  in 
the  rock  on  which  it  ftands,  which  are  always  furni- 
i\^ed  with  rain  or  frefh  water  fufficient  for  the  ufe  of 
the  garritbn  and  fhips.  Befides,  within  the  caftle 
are  three  very  fine  cilterns,  containing  feveral  hun- 
dred tuns  of  rain-water,  Below  the  caftle  is  the 
town  of  Muja,  called  by  the  natives  Oddena  ;  but 
though  it  is  but  indifferently  built,  the  houfes  are  of 
ftone,  wherein  they  differ  from  thole  of  the  other 
towns  on  the  coaft,  which  are  ufually  only  raifed 
with  wood  and  cla}^ 

The  next  country  is  Saboe,  in  which  is  a  Dutch 
fort  named  Nalfau,  tliat  is  alniofi  fquare,  but  is  broad- 
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eft  at  the  front ;  it  has  four  batteries,  And  eighteen 
pieces  of  cannon :  the  curtain  takes  in  two  lea 
batterres,  and  is  equally  fpacious  and  convenient^ 
The  village  of  Moiiree,  vviiich  lies  under  it,  is  nol 
ib  iargeas  Mm^,  but  is  more  populous:  the  greateft 
part  of  the  inhabitants  are  ii!hernien  ;  four  or  hve 
hundred  of  v/hom  go  out  every  morning  in  canoes 
tofifli;  who,  upon  their  return,  are  obliged  to  pay 
every  fifth  fifli  as  a  toll  to  the  Dutch  factor. 

In  Fantyn,  the  next  divilioa,  the  Englifh  and 
Dutch  had  feverai  fniall  forts.  The  inlar.d  inhabi* 
tants,  befides  trading,  are  emplo}ed  in  tillage,  and 
the  making  ot  palm-wine.  The  country  is  very 
populous,  and  befides  its  being  rich  in  gold,  pro? 
duces  the  necelFanes  of  life;  and  more  efpecially 
corn,  which  the  inhabitants  i'i- 11  in  large  quantities 
to  the  fliips  that  arrive  there.  Here  is  no  king,  the 
government  being  in  the  hands  of  a  chief  comman-* 
der,  whom  they  term  their  bratFo  or  lea  er.  He  i$ 
a  kind  of  chief  governor,  and  has  greater  power  than 
any  other  tingle  perfon  in  the  country  ;  but  his 
authority  is  reitrained  by  the  old  men,  who  compoie 
a  kind  or   parliament. 

The   remainder  of  the  Gold    Coafl    contains  the 
kingdoms  of  Acron,    Aaonna,  and  Aquamboe  ;  the 
firft  or'  which  borders  on  Fantyn,   and  has  a   Dutch 
fort  m  the  middle  of  the  coaft,  that  has  two  batteries> 
on  which  are  mounted  eight  pieces  of  rann<>n  ;  und^f' 
it  is  a  rn}ail  village  inhabited  only  by  Hlhermen.    Thei 
people   ot  Acron    feldom   or  never  enter  into   war; 
for  having  chofen  the  Fantvnians  for  their  protecfors,s 
none  dare  injure  or  attack  them  ;  which  aiford  themi 
an  opportunity    of  tilling   their   land  in  quiet,  and! 
they  accordmgly   have  annually  a  plentiful  hiarvell ; 
a  great  part  of  which  they  difpofs  of  to  other  coun- 
tries.     Harts,    hares,    partridges,     phcafants,    and 
other  wild-fowl  and  quadrupedes,  are  here  very  goo4 
and  in  great  abundance. 
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A  little  below  the  above  fort,  is  a  fait  river  that 
I  abounds  both  in  fiih  and  fowl.  About  a  mile  fiU'- 
thcr  eaftward,  is  a  very  high  hill,  called  the  Devil's 
Mount,  faid  to  contain  vait  quantities  of  gold.  About 
this  hill  begins  the  country  of  Agona,  which  fur- 
palTes  Acron  in  largenefs,  power,  and  riches,  though 
in   fertility   and   pleafantnefs  they  are  nearly  equal. 

We  come  next  to  the  laft  country  on  the  Gold 
Coaft,  that  of  Aquamboe,  the  greateft  part  of  whicil 
is  fituated  within  the  land  ;  but  the  king  extends 
bis  power  over  the  Negroes  of  the  coalt  for  above 
twenty  miles,  though  they  are  governed  by  feverai 
diftin6t  fovereigns.  The  Aquamboe  Negroes  are 
haughty,  arrogant  and  warlike,  and  their  power 
fills  moil  of  the  neighbouring  countries  with  terror. 

The  Englifli,  Danes,  and  Dutch  have  each  a  fort 
at  Acra  in  this  province.  Mr,  Bofman  fays,  that 
the  king  and  his  favourites  are  fo  rich  in  gold  and 
ilaves,  that  he  is  of  opinion,  this  country  pofieiies 
greater  tre^ifures  than  ail  the  countries  on  the  coafl: 
we  have  hitherto  dercribed  :  but  though  the  foil  is 
fufficiently  fertile,  the  inhabitants  commonly  fall 
fliort  of  proviiions   before  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  countries  where  moil  of  the  gold  is  obtained, 
are  fituated  fome  diftance  within  land,  the  beft 
gold  is  found  in  or  between  particular  hills  ;  where 
the  Negroes  dig  pits,  and  feparatc  it  from  the  earth 
dug  up  with  it.  It  is  alfo  found  about  ibme  rivers 
and  water-falls,  where  after  heavy  rains  it  is  w-adied 
down  from  the  mountains  by  the  violence  of  the 
torrents  which  fometimes  fall,  and  bring  down  gr©fit 
quantities  of  earth  that  carry  the  gold  with  it.  It 
is  likewife  gathered  on  the  fea-lhore,  particularly  at 
Mina  and  Axim,  where  are  little  branches  of  riversj 
into  which  the  gold  is  driven  from  niountainous 
places.-  In  the  n^orning  after  a  rainy  night,  thcle 
places  are  fare  to  be  vifited  by  hundreds  of  Negro 
Women,  who  have  no  other  covering  but  a  cloth 
tied  round   the  wailt,  each  is  furnilhed  with    two 
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callabafhes,  one  of  which  they  fill  with  earth  and 
fand.  This  they  wafh  with  many  waters,  by  often 
turning  the  caliabafh  round*  till  it  wafhes  over  the 
brims  ;  while  the  gold,  if  there  be  any,  links  to  the 
bottom  by  its  own  weight :  and  thus  they  continue 
till  tliey  have  waihed  all  avvray,  except  two  or  three 
fpoontuls  at  the  bottom  *,  this  they  carefully  take  out 
and  lay  by  in  the  other  callabalh  ;  then  they  fill 
the  other  again,  and  waih  on  till  about  noon,  when 
the  callabalh  that  receives  the  fettlings,  being  pretty 
Weil  filled,  is  carried  home,  and  what  remains  is 
deligently  fearched,  when  they  fometimes  find  a 
fhilling's  worth  of  gold,  or  fometimes  as  much  as 
h  worth  half  a  guinea,  and  fometimes  none  at  all. 

The  gold  obtained  by  digging,  or  thus  found,  is 
of  two  ibrts,  one  called  gold  dull,  which  is  the  beft  ; 
the  other  confifts  of  pieces  of  different  fizes  ;  fome 
being  hardly  of  the  weight  of  a  farthing,  and  others 
weighing  as  heavy  as  twenty,  or  thirty  guineas: 
few  indeed  are  found  fo  large  as  thefe  ;  but  the 
Negroes  fay,  that  they  have  in  the  country  pieces 
that  will  weigh  one  or  two  hundred  guineas  ;  but 
the  multitude  of  fmall  ftones  which  always  adhere  to 
them,  pccafion  great  lofs  in  the  melting. 

The  Negroes  of  thefe  countries  are,  however, 
faid  to  be  artifts  in  adulterating  gold,  and  fometimes 
impofe  upon  the  unexperienced  tradefman. 

The  Gold  Coaft  being  fituated  within  the  fifth  de- 
gree of  north   latitude,  the  heat  is  exceflive  during 
the   months    of    05lober,     November,    December, 
January,  February,  and  March  ;  but  it  is  more  tem- 
perate during  the  fix  remaining  months.     The  coaft 
is  extremely  unhealthful,  owing  to  the  heat  of  the  ( 
day  and  the  coolnefs  of  the  night;  with  the  thick  I 
and  fulphureous  mifts  which  arife  in  the  mountains.^ 
Indeed  few   come  who  are  not  feized  by  a  ficknefs 
which  frequently  proves  fatal:  but  fince  Dr.  James's 
difcovery  of  his  admirable   powder,    and   its   being 
tried  on   this  coaft,  the  danger  of  going  thither  is 
in  a  manner  removed. 
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,  Mr.  Bofman,  whofe  only  fault  as  an  hiftorian, 
ifeems  to  be  his  writing  with  too  much  acrimony, 
:%y^,  that  all  the  Negroes  on  this  coaft  are  without 
exception,  crafty,  fraudulent,  and  feldom  to  be  trult- 
ed  ;  being  fure  to  flip  no  opportunity  of  cheating  an 
European,  or  even  one  another. 

The  richeft  of  the  natives  adorn  their  hair  with  a 
fort  of  coral  called  contede  terra,  which  tiiey  efteeni 
iniuch  more  valuable  than  gold  ;  and  with  a  fort  of 
blue  coral  called  by  the  natives  accori.  They  are 
very  fond  of  our  hats,  for  which  they  will  pay  a 
great  price.  Their  arms,  legs  and  waifts  are  adorned 
with  gold  and  coral,  and  their  arms  in  particular  are 
adorned  with  rings  of  gold,  filverand  ivory.  Round 
their  waift  they  wrap  three  or  four  ells  of  liik,  cloth, 
perpetuana,  or  other  ftuiF,  which  hanging  from  the 
navelj  covers  half  the  leg.  Their  other  ornaments 
are  ftrings  of  gold,  or  chains  of  gold,  filver,  Ihells, 
fee.  which  they  wear  round  their  necks.  But  their 
Caboceros  or  chief  men,  who  have  a  fliare  in  the 
government^  wear  only  a  handibme  cloth  round 
their  waifts,  a  cap  made  of  deer  Ikin,  with  a  firing 
of  coral  about  their  heads,  and  always  appear  with 
a  itaff  in  their  hands. 

The  common  people  have  fome  an  ell  or  two  of 
cloth  round  their  waifts,  others  have  only  a  kind  of 
girdle  to  which  is  faftened  a  piece  of  ftuiF  which  paliea 
between  their  legs,  and  ferves  to  cover  their  naked- 
nefs ;  to  this  the  filhermen  add  a  cap  made  of  deer- 
Ikin  or  rufhes,  or  an  old  hat  purchafed  of  fome  Eu- 
ropean failor. 

The  women  of  rank  fhew  themfelves  more  (killed 
;in  the  ornaments  of  drefs  than  the  men.  The  cloth 
■  jthey  wear  round  the  waift  is  much  longer,  and  f:ifren- 
'^ed  with  greater  neatncfs  about  their  bodies.  Their 
hair  is  more  beautifully  adorned  with  gold,  coral, 
and  ivory.  Gold  chains  and  ftrings  of  coral  not  only 
:hang  about  their  necks,  but  their  arms,  legs,  and 
vvaifts  are  in  a  manner  covered  by  thefe  iplendid  or- 
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naments  ;  befides  on  the  upper  part  6f  their  bodies 
they  frequently  caft  a  veil  of  lilk,  or  fonie  other  line 
Ihiff. 

The  kings,  while  in  their  ovvn  houfes,  are  no! 
diftinguilhed  by  the  lead  grandeur.  Their  clothes 
are  fometimcs  not  worth  a  Ihiliing;  and  they  eat 
the  (ame  food  as  the  meaneft  of  their  ibbjedis  ;  for 
bread,  oil,  and  a  little  ftinking  (iili  make  up  their 
bill  of  fare  ;  and  water  is  their  n)o(t  common  drink  ; 
but  they  have  brandy,  which  they  purchafe  of  the 
Europeans,  and  paltn-wine,  which  they  receive  from 
the  inland  country.  They  have  no  guard  at  the 
palace  gates,  nor  any  but  their  own  wives  and  their 
Haves  to  wait  on  them  ;  and  when  they  go  abroctd  in 
their  town,  they  are  ufually  attended  by  only  two 
boys,  one  of  whom  carries  the  king's  fabre,  and  the 
ether  his  feat.  But  in  cafe  they  go  to  pay  a  viiit  to  a 
conliderable  perfbn  in  another  town,  or  are  to  receive 
a  viiit  from  another  great  man,  they  take  care  to 
fhew  their  grandeur;  on  futh  occafions  they  and 
their  wives  are  richly  adorned  ;  they  are  accompanied 
by  armed  men,  and  have  umbrellas  held  over  their 
heads. 

The  arms  ufed  by  the  troops  are  mufkets,  of  which 
vaft  numbers  have  been  bought  of  the  Europeans, 
and  in  the  ufe  of  which  they  are  extremely  expert; 
their  other  weapons  are  a  kind  of  afTagays,  and  a 
fort  of  fabres;  they  alfo  wear  large  fliieids  four  or 
live  feet  long,  and  three  broad,  made  of  oliers,  fome 
of  which  are  covered  with  tyger  ikins,  or  other  ma- 
terials ;  and  forae  again  have  broad  thin  copper  plates 
at  each  corner  and  in  the  middle,  to  ward  oif  thel 
alfagays  and  arrows  of  an  enemy.  They  fight  with- 
out the  leaft  order,  and  are  chiefly  intent  on  obtaining 
prifoners,  in  order  to  make  them  flaves,  and  to  ob- 
tain from  them  ornaments  of  gold  and  coral. 

Almoft  all  the  Negroes  believe  in  one  God,  to 
whom  they  attribute  the  creation  of  the  Vvorld,  and 
ail  things  in  it.     it  alfo  appears  that  they  have  fome 
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dea  of  the  immortality  of  the  foul.     Every  one  has 

^vhat  he  calls  a  fetilh,  'which  is  fome  ornament  worn 

)n  the  head,  or  any  other  iubitance  dedicated  to  God, 

md  to  which  they  pay  the  greateft  reverence  ;  for 

;hinking  themfeives  too  mean  to  ofier  their  petitions 

mmediately  to  the  Supreme,  they  ignorantly  efteem 

It  more  modeft  to  addrefs  them  to  their  fetiihes.   Each 

fetilher  or  prieft,  has  his  peculiar  idol  prepared  in  a 

jparticular  and  dilferent   manner;  which  is  mollly  a 

'large  wooden   pipe  iiiled  with  earth,  oil,   blood,  the 

hones  of  dead   men   and  beafts,  leathers,  hair,  and 

jail  fuch  kinds  of  excrementitious    fubttances  thruft 

iinto  the  pipe  :   by  thefe  raix.tures  the  prieft  may  pro- 

'babiy  convey  the  idea  of  fome  fecret    myftery,  or 

ifome  powerful  charm,  that  has  all  the  powers  of  ne- 

::romancy.     If  a  Negro  is  to  take  an  oath  before  this 

letiai,  he  firft  alks  the  prieft  its  name,  each  having  a 

peculiar  one  ;  then  calling  the  fetiih  by  it,  he  repeats 

what  he  is  to  confirm   by    an   oath,    and  defires  the 

fetilli  to  punifn  him  with  death   if  he  fwears  falfely  ; 

;then   going  round  the   pipe,  he  afterwards  ftands  in 

ithe  fame  place,  and  repeats  the  oath  a  fecond   tim.e, 

lin  the  famie  manner  as  before,  and  fo  a  third    time  ; 

after  this  the  fetilher  takes  fome  of  the  ingredients 

;outof  the  pipe,  with  which  he  touches  the    perfon's 

■head,  arms,   belly,   and  legs,  and  holding  it  above 

^his  head,  turns  it  three  times  round.     He  then  cuts 

a  bit  of  the  nail  of  one  linger  in  each  hand,  and  one 

jtoe  on  each  foot,   and  ibme  of  the   hair  of  the  head, 

!all  which  he  puts  into  the  pipe  ;  and  thus  the  ceremo- 

ifiies  of  the  oath  are  concluded. 

'      Befides  when  their  ti(hery  is  at  a  low  ebb,  they  make 
;Oiferings  to  the  fea  ;  and  almoft  every  village  has  a 
.  fmall  facred  grove  to  which  the  governors,  and  prin- 
cipal  inhabitants  fi^equently   repair  to   make   their 
offerings.     They  are  faid  to  have  fome  notion  of  the^ 
devil,   but  are   fo  far  from  p^iying  him  any  kind  of 
I  worfliip,  that  they  have  a  cuftom  of  baniihing  him,^ 
'.which    they  perform   annually   with    abundance  of 
VOL,  VI.  K  k 
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ceremony  at  a  time  appointed  for  that  purpofe.  This 
is  done  after  a  feaft  of  eight  days,  in  which  they  take 
the  greateft  liberties  with  each  others  chara6ters,  and 
particularly  with  their  fuperiors.  This  time  of  li. 
cence  being  ended,  they  hunt  out  the  devil  with  an 
horrid  cry;  all  running  after  one  another,  and  throw- 
ing ftones,  dirt,  and  every  thing  that  comes  in  their 
way  at  the  fuppofed  fiend.  When  they  have  driven 
him  far  enough  out  of  town,  they  return  to  their 
houfesi  on  which  the  women  immediately  wafh  and 
fcour  all  their  wooden  and  earthen  velFels  very  neat, 
to  cleanfe  them  from  ail  pollution. 

Marriage  is  not  here  obftrufted  by  previous  cere- 
monies.    If  a  man  likes  a  young  v,^omen,  he  has  no- 
thing  more  to  do,  than  to  afk  her  of  her  parents,  who 
feldom  refule  fo  reafonable  a  requeft,  efpecially  if  he 
be  in  the  Icaft  agreeable  to  their  daughter.     The 
bride  brings  no  fortune  ;  but  the  man  keeps  an  exadt 
account  of  the  expcnces  of  the  wedding  day,  and  of 
the  prefents  he  makes  to  the  bride  or  her  friends, 
that  if  ever  ihe  become  fo  far  difgufted  with  him  as 
to  leave  him,  he  may  demand  the  whole  again.     But 
if  he  puts  her  away,  he  can  demand  nothing  of  her 
or  her  relations,  unlefs  he  produces  very  good  reafons 
why  he  diimilTes  her.     They  allow  of  a  plurality  of 
wives,  and  fome  are  faid  to  have  even  twenty  ;  but 
thefe  are  obliged  to  cultivate  the  earth,  and  to  drefs 
provifions  for  their  hufbands,  Vv'ho  generally  fpend 
their  time  in  loitering  about,  and  drinking  palm-wine : 
however,  thofe  who  are  rich  have  two  wives  that  are 
perpetually  exempted  from  labour.     Thefe  are  the 
lirft   wife,    who   has   the  chief  command,,  and  the 
care  of  houfe-keeping  ;  the  fecond  is  confecrated  to 
their  God,  and  is  called  the  fetifli   wife.     Of  thisi 
laft  they  are  generally  very  jealous  ;  with  her  they  licl 
on  the  night  following  their  birth-day  ;  and  on  thati 
day  of  the  week,  which  they  call  their  -fetifli  day. 
Each  wife  ufuaily  endeavours  to  pleafe  her  hulband 
in  order  to  obtain  the  greateft  (hare  in  his  afFedtions, 
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and  (he  who  is  fo  happy  as  to  be  pregnant,  is  fure  to 
be  waited  on  and  refpe6>ed  by  her  hiifband. 

The  women  are  delivered  with  very  little  pain, 
even  without  the  afliftance  oFa  midwife,  and  it  is  ufiial 
for  them  to  go  as  foon  as  they  are  delivered  to  wafli 
lin  the  Tea.  The  child  is  no  fooner  born  than  the 
fetifher  or  prieft  is  fen t  for,  who  binds  a  number  of 
cords,  pieces  of  coral  and  other  things  about  the 
infant's  head,  body,  arms  and  legs,  which  are  to 
fecure  it  from  ficknefs  and  ill  accidents,  and  thefe  are 
all  the  clothes  it  is  to  wear  till  it  is  k'^ien  or  eight 
^ears  old,  at  which  age  it  puts  on  a  fort  of  apron  of 
half  an  ell  of  cloth.  The  number  of  females  born 
is  faid  greatly  to  exceed  that  of  the  males,  v/hich 
may  render  their  having  fuch  a  multiudc  of  wives 
fomewhat  more  excufeable. 

As  the  people  are  naturally  inactive  from  the  heat 
Df  the  country,  they  are  mafters  of  but  few  manual 
irts;  however,  befides  building  their  houfes,  orrather 
huts,  making  their  canoes;  and  being  Ikii  led  in  ma- 
naging them  and  in  iilhing  ;  they  employ  themfelves 
in  the  making  of  wooden  bowls,  and  earthen  velfels  ; 
and  in  forming  rings  and  chains  for  their  arms  and 
legs,  of  gold  and  lilver  and  ivory  :  but  they  are  moft 
sxpert  at  fmlths  work  ;  for  by  means  of  a  fmall  pair 
of  bellows  with  two  or  three  pipes,  which  is  entirely 
their  own  invention,  they  with  a  great  ftone  for  an 
anvil,  make  not  only  fwords  and  other  ofFenlive  wea- 
pons: but  feveral  inftruments  of  agriculture,  with 
hooks,  and  harping  irons  for  fifliing,  and  knives 
and  tools  for  making  their  canoes,  the  largeft  of 
ivvhich  are  about  thirty  ieet  long.  They  alfo  make 
jfeveral  forts  of  mulical  infiryments,  the  principal  of 
jwhich  are  a  kind  of  horns  made  of  elephants  teeth  ; 
Idrums  made  of  the  hollow  trunks  of  fmall  trees, 
covered  .at  one  end  with  flieep-lldn,  and  a  fmall 
ftringed  inftrument  refembling  a  harp.  But  they  have 
Inot  the  leaft  idea  of  letters. 
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What  is  mofl  commendable  among  the  Negroes; 
is  their  having  no  beggars;  for  when  one  of  them 
finds  himfelf  fo  poor  that  he  perceives  it  difficult  to 
procure  fubfiftence,  he  binds  hinilelf  for  a  certain 
fum  of  money  ;  or  his  friends  do  it  for  him,^  and  the 
mailer  to  whom  lie  engciges  himfelf,  fets  him  a  talk 
that  is  far  from  being  ilaviih  ;  it  being  chiefly  to 
defend  him  in  cafe  he  Ihould  be  attacked,  and  at  his 
leifure  time  to  aililt  him  in  tilling  the  earth.  But  yet 
all  the  people  in  general,  from  the  king  to  the 
meaneft  of  his  fubjec^s,  freely  beg  whatever  they  lik^ 
of  the  Europeans. 

In  ficknefs  they  have  fir  ft  recourfe  to  remedies; 
but  not  thmking  them  alone  fufficient  to  prcf-rve 
life  and  reftore  health,  they  apply  to  their  fupenritious 
v/oribip,  as  more  eiiec^ual.  The  phyfician  being 
alfo  the  feti flier  or  priefl,  he  ealily  perlliades  the 
patient's  relations  that  he  cannot  be  recovered  with- 
out fome  offerings,  and  therefore  propofes  a  Oieep,  a 
hog,  a  cock,  or  whatever  he  likes  beft  ;  but  this 
facrifice  he  always  proportions  to  the  ability  of  the 
perfon  to  be  ferved.  If  the  dileafe  increafes,  more 
expenfive  offerings  are  made.  It  iVequently  h^ippens 
that  one  phylician  is  difcharged  with  a  good  reward,^ 
and  another  called  in  his  ftead  ;  and  this  charge  of 
phylicians  fometimes  happens  twenty  times  or  more 
fucceHively,  each  of  whom  has  tiie  benefit  of  making 
frefli  offerings,  and  of  appropriating  them,  as  they 
always  do,  to  their  own  ufe. 

Such  boys  as  are  Haves  or  fcrvants  to  theEuropeans, 
if  they  think  they  have  a  good  mailer,  will,  on 
bis  being  feized  wi'th  the  leaft  indifpofition,  go  with- 
out his  knowledge  to  make  offerings  for  him,  that 
he  may  recover  "his  health  ;  and  accordingly  there 
are  fometimes  found  on  the  beds,  or  in  tlie  chnm^bers 
of  the  Europeans,  things  confecreated  by  the  fecil- 
her,  laid  thereto  defend  their  matter  from  death: 
but  as  they  know  that  the  Europeans  are  difpleafed 
with   fuch  marks  of  their   gratitude  and  aifeftion. 
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they  always  do  it  privately,  and  conceal  them  fo 
well,  that  they  are  feidom  dilcovered  before  the  per- 
Ibn  is  dead,  when  they  have  not  time  to  remove 
them. 

The  chief  medicines  iifed  here  arc  lemon  or  lime 
juice,  the  grains  of  paradife,  the  roots,  branches^ 
and  gums  of  trees,  and  about  thirty  forts  of  herbs, 
impregnated  with  fanative  virtues;  and  with  thefe 
they  ibmetime::.  perform  very  extraordinary  cures. 

When  a  perfoii  has  breathed  his  laft,  his  relations 
and  iriends  fet  up  a  difmal  cry,  and  the  youth  of  his 
acquaintance  now  generally  fnew  their  refpedl:  by 
firing  mulkets.  If  the  deceaied  be  a  man,  his  wives 
immediately  (have  their  heads  very  ciofe,  fmear  their 
bodies  with  white  earth,  put  on  an  old  worn-out 
garment,  and  run  about  the  ftreets  making  difmal 
lamentations,  continually  repeating  the  name  of  the 
deceafed,  and  the  great  adlions  of  his  life  ;  and  this 
lafts  feveral  days  fuccelfively  till  the  corpfe  is  interred. 
While  the  women  are  lamenting  abroad,  the  near- 
eft  relations  lit  by  the  corpfe  making  a  difmal  noife, 
and  wafning  and  cleaning  themfelves  :  the  diftant 
relations  alio  aifemble  from  all  parts  to  be  prefent  at 
thefe  mourning  rites.  The  town's  people  and  ac- 
quaintance of  the  deceafed,  come  likewiie  to  join 
their  lamentations,  each  bringing  his  prefent  of  gold, 
brandy,  fine  cloth,  flieets,  or  other  things,  to  he 
carried  to  the  grave  with  the  corpfe  ;  and  the  larger 
the  prefent  is  the  more  does  it  redound  to  the  honour 
of  the  perfon  who  makes  it.  During  this  ingrels 
and  egrefs  of  all  forts  of  people,  brandy  in  the 
morning,  and  palm-wine  in  the  afternoon  are  very 
brifl^ly  filled  out  ;  fo  that  the  funeral  of  a  rich  Negro 
becomes  very  ex  pen  (i  ve :  for  after  this  the  body  is 
richly  dreiTed  and  put  into  the  coirin  with  fetilhes  of 
gold^  -the  finell  corals,  and  feveral  other  things  of 
the  greatell  value,  which  it  is  fuppofed  the  deceafed 
Vviil  have  occafion  for  in  the  other  world.  After  two 
or  three  days,  the  relations  and  friends  being  all  met. 
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the  corpfe  is  carried  to  the  grave,  followed  by  a 
number  of  men  and  women  without  the  leaft  order, 
fome  lilent,  others  crying  and  Ihrieking.  At  the 
lame  time  many  young  foldiers  running  about,  load 
and  difcharge  their  mulkets,  till  the  deceafed  is  laid 
in  the  ground.  The  corpfe  being  interred,  the 
multitude  go  where  the  pleafe ;  but  moll  of  them 
return  to  the  houfe  to  drink  and  be  merry  ;  this  lafts 
feveral  days  fucceffively,  lo  that  every  thing  now 
rather  refembles  a  wedding  than  a  time  of  mourn- 
ing. 

They  fometimes  keep  a  king,  or  very  great  perfon 
a  wliole  year  above  ground,  when,  to  prevent  putre- 
faction, they  lay  the  corpfe  upon  a  wooden  frame, 
like  a  gridiron,  that  Hands  over  a  very  gentle  clear 
fire,  which  by  flow  degrees  dries  it.  When  a  king 
is  to  be  publicly  buried,  notice  is  firfr  given,  not 
only  to  the  people  of  his  own  nation,  but  to  other 
countries,  uhich  bring  a  furpriling  concourfe  of 
people,  and  ail  are  as  richly  dreffed  as  pollible.  In 
thefe  funerals  feveral  ot  the  flaves  of  the  deceafed  are 
inhumanly  killed,  that  they  may  ferve  him  in  the 
other  world,  as  are  alfo  thofe  whom  he  has  dedicated 
to  his  falfe  gods,  which  are  one  of  his  wives,  and 
one  of  his  principal  fervants  ;  and  even  fome  poor 
•wretches,  who,  through  the  infirmities  of  age,  or 
other  incidents,  are  rendered  incapable  of  labour, 
are  fold,  in  order  to  be  victims  in  thefe  horrid  oifer-. 
ings,  and  who  are  put  to  death  with  every  circum-r 
ilance  of  inhumanity.  With  the  utmoft  horror, 
fays  Mr.  Bofman,  I  law  eleven  perfons  killed  in 
this  manner,  among  whom  was  one,  who  after  haV' 
ing  endured  the  mod  exquifite  tortures,  was  deliver* 
ed  to  a  child  of  fix  years  of  age,  who  was  to  cut 
off'  hrs  head,  which  the  boy  was  about  an  hour  in 
performing,  he  not  being  ftrong  enough  to  wield 
the  fabre.  But  human  facrifices  are  only  in  ufe 
among  thofe  Negroes  who  are  not  fully  fubje^t  to 
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any  European  government,  and  are  at  a  diftance 
from  our  torts. 

The  Negroes  generally  build  a  fmall  cottage,  or 
plant  a  little  garden  of  rice  on  the  grave,  into 
which  they  put  fonie  of  the  goods  of  the  deceafed  ; 
but  no  houlhold  furniture,  as  fome  authors  have 
pretended. 

Of  the  trees  and  plants  of  this  country  we  have 
already  given  fonie  account  in  treating  of  the  Gold 
Coaft  in  general.  There  are  here  cocoas,  and  palm- 
trees  of  various  kinds;  the  cabbage  tree,  orange- 
trees,  lemon-trees,  bananas,  pepper,  ananas,  water- 
melons, and  many  others.  Among  thofe  for  timber 
are  many  of  an  extraordinary  height  and  fize,  and 
others  of  different  coloured  wood,  fit  for  the  fineft 
cabinetmakers  work:  of  the  corn,  there  is  maize, 
or  Indian  wheat  ;  but  there  is  little  rice  or  other 
corn  on  this  coaft :  Among  the  leguminous  plants 
are  feveral  kinds  of  beans,  one  fpecies  of  which  is 
of  a  bright  red,  and  grows  in  pods  three  quarters 
of  a  yard  in  length,  and  another  fpecies  grows 
on  trees  of  the  fize  of  a  goofberry-bulh  ;  and  among 
the  roots,  are  potatoes,  yams,  and  feveral  others  fit 
for  food,  as  well  as  fome  ufed  in  medicine. 

In  the  inland  countries  are  great  numbers  of  cows 
and  goats  ;  but  only  a  few  of  them  are  brought  to 
the  coaft  ;  however,  at  Axim,  El  Mina  and  Acra, 
great  herds  of  them  are  bred  ;  but  they  arefo  light 
and  fmall,  that  a  full  grown  cow  does  not  ufually 
weigh  above  250  pounds,  and  both  the  beef  and  veal 
are  very  indifferent  meat.  There  alfo  many  Jheep 
along  the  coafl ;  but  they  are  dear,  and  not  above 
half  as  big  as  ours :  they  have  no  wool,  but  that 
want  is  fupplied  with  hair :  however,  thefe  fheep 
are  very  dry  and  difagreeable  meat.  As  to  the  goats, 
they  are  innumerable,  and  both  fatter  and  more 
fieftiy  than  the  flieep  of  Europe,  though  they  are 
exceeding  fmall.  There  are  like  wife  many  hogs; 
but  thofe  bred  by  the  Negroes  are  extremely  bad. 
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There  are  no  liorfes  on  the  coafr  ;  but  there  are 
great  numbers  or  I'liali  ordinary  ones  in  the  inland 
country  :  but  the  iiifes,  vhich  are  pretty  numerous 
on  the  coait,  are  larger,  and  handlbmer  than  thofe 
horie?.  Among  the  wild  bealls  the  elephant,  on 
■account  of  its  lize,  deferves  the  firlt  place.  Thefe 
beads,  which  are  heie  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  high, 
are  very  prcjudical  to  the  fruit-trees,  efpecially  to  , 
the  orange,  banana,  and  lig-trees,  and  with  refpe6t 
to  the  two  laft,  eat  both  the  fruit  and  the  ftem  ;  but 
though  thefe  anin)als  are  of  fuch  ufe  in  the  Eaft 
Indies  both  in  war,  and  as  beafts  of  burthen,  none 
•of  them  are  here  tamed.  However,  when  unpro- 
voked they  feldoni  hurt  any  body;  and  it  is  frequent- 
ly not  very  eaiy  to  put  tiie  elephants  ofthiscoaft 
in  a  rage.  Mr.  Bofman,  from  whom  this  defcrip- 
tion  of  Guinea  is  chiefly  taken,  gives  the  following 
account:  •'  In  December  1700,  at  fix  in  the  morn- 
*'"  ing  an  elephant  came  here  to  El  Mina,  walking 
**  eafdy  along  the  fliore  under  the  hill  of  St.  Jago. 
^'  Some  Negroes  were  fo  bold  as  to  go  to  him  with^ 
"  out  any  thing  in  their  hands  ;  he  fuifered  them 
'^  to  encompafs  him,  and  went  quietly  along  with 
"  them  under  Mount  St.  Jago,  where  one  of  our 
*^  officers  {hot  him  above  the  eye:  but  this,  and 
*'  the  following  Ihois,  which  fome  Negroes  now 
*'  poured  on  him,  did  not  even  make  him  mend 
"  his  pace,  and  he  only  feemed  between  whiles 
'*  to  threaten  the  Negroes  by  pricking  up  his  ears, 
*'  which  were  of  a  prodigious  fize.  He,  however, 
**^  went  on,  and  foon  eiuered  our  garden.  This  drew  ^ 
"  the  director  general  and  myfeif  thither,  and  we  t 
"  were  foon  followed  by  fome  of  our  people.  He  ( 
*'  had  broke  down  four  or  five  cocoa- trees,  and  in 
"  our  prefence  he  brought  down  live  or  fix  more; 
*'  when  the  Itrength  he  feemed  to  ufe  in  breaking 
**  down  a  tree,  might  be  fitly  compared  to  the  force 
«'  exerted  by  a  man  in  knocking  down  a  child  of 
'•  three  or  four  years  of  iiPQ.     While  he  fiood  here 
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f*  above  an  hundred  fliot  were  fired  at  him;  which 
^  made  him  bleed  as  if  an  ox  had  been  killed.  But 
*'  this  did  not  make  him  ftir,  he  only  fetup  his  ears, 
"  and  made  the  men  apprehend  that  he  would  fol- 
"  low  them.  At  length  a  Negroe  going  fottiy 
"  behind  him,  wantonly  got  hold  of  his  tail,  and 
1'  was  going  to  cut  off  a  piece  of  it ;  but  the  ele- 
t'  phant  giving  the  Negro  a  blow  with  his  trunk, 
*^  and  drawing  him  to  him,  trod  upon  him  two  or 
«'  three  times,  and  as  if  that  was  not  fufficient,  gored 
*/  two  holes  in  his  body  with  his  teeth,  large  enough 
♦'  for  a  man's  double  fill  to  enter.  He  then  let  him 
**  lie,  and  even  flood  dill  while  two  Negroes  ventured 
'*  to  fetch  away  the  body,  without  offering  to  hurt 
**  them.  At  length  the  elephant,  after  he  had 
*f  been  about  an  hour  in  the  garden,  wheeled  about 
"'  as  if  he  intended  to  fall  on  us,  on  which  we  all 
"  flew  to  the  fore  door,  in  order  to  make  our  efcape; 
«r  but  he  followed  none  of  us  ;  but  going  to  the 
«•  back  door,  threw  it  to  a  great  diftance;  then  tiirn- 
*'  ing  from  it,  walked  through  the  garden  hedge, 
*'  and  proceeding  flowly  to  the  river  by  Mount  St. 
"  Jago,  bathed  himfelf.  Having  thus  refrelhed 
*'  himfelf  a  little,  he  came  out  of  the  river,  and  flood 
'*  under  fome  trees,  by  fome  of  our  water  tubs  ; 
"  where  he  alfo  cooled  himfelf,  and  then  broke  the 
"  tubs  in  pieces,  as  he  did  alfo  a  canoe  that  lay  by 
*'  them.  The  firing  was  here  renewed  till  the  ele- 
'''  phant  at  laft  fell  ;  after  which  they  cut  of  his 
*'  trunk,  which  was  fo  hard  and  tough,  that  it  cofl 
**  the  Negroes  thirty  ttrokes  before  they  could  fepa- 
"  rate  it,  which  mufl  have  been  very  painful  to  the 
*'  elephant,  fince  it  made  him  roar;  which  was  the 
*'  only  noife  I  heard  him  make.  He  was  no  fooner 
*'  dead,  than  the  Negroes  fell  on  him  in  crowds, 
*'  each  cutting  off  as  much  as  he  could,  fo  that  he 
"  furnilhed  great  numbers  with  food.  Thofe  who 
**  pretended  to  undcriland  elephant  (hooting,  after- 
•*  wards  told  us,  that  we  ought  to  have  Ihot  iron 
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«^  bullets  ;  indeed  our's  were  not  only  of  lead  but  tm 
**  fmall,  and  therefore  moll  of  them  had  rebounded! 
*^  from  his  hide,  and  very  few  penetrated  his  fkull."' 

Tygers  are  here  numerous,  and  ot  feveral  fpecies,  I 
fbme  of  wich  are  very  large,  and  they  are  all  extremely  | 
lierce  and  voracious;  but  happily  for  the  natives,- 1 
while  they  can  fatisfy  their  appetites  on  the  flefh; 
of  brutes,  they  will  not  attack  any  of  the  human 
race.  •! 

The  jiickal  is  next  in  fiercenefs  to  the  tyger,  and 
is  fo  bold,  that  it  devours  whatever  comes  in  its  way; 
whether  o^an  or  beaft. 

There  are  alfo  wild  boars  ;  but  they  are  very  few, 
and  not  fo  rapacious  as  thoie  of  Europe.  Thefe  are 
excellent  meat. 

There  are  prodigious  numbers  of  apes,  of  which 
there  are  a  great  variety  of  fpecies.  The  moft  com-' 
nion  fort  are  of  a  pale  mouie-colour,  and  grow  to- 
the  height  of  live  feet.  Some  of  the  Negroes  are 
firmly  perfuaded  that  they  can  fpeak  ;  but  that  they 
will  not  for  fear  of  being  fet  to  work.  Another 
fpecies  is  fo  fmall,  that  four  of  them  put  together 
would  not  weigh  one  of  the  former.  There  is  a- 
third  fort  very  beautiful.  Thofe  of  this  fpecies 
grow  to  the  height  of  about  two  feet :  their  hair  iS' 
as  black  as  jet,  and  above  a  finger's  length,  and  they 
have  a  long  white  beard.  Befides  thefe  there  are 
many  other  kinds. 

There  are  feveral  forts  of  wild  cats,  among  which 
is  the  civet  cat.     The  Negroes  are  great  lover's  of : 
H^og's  flelh  ;  which   they    prefer   to   that   of  cattle.' 
their  dogs  are  very  ugly,  and  it  is  remarkable,  thati 
thofe  brought  from   Europe  foon   degenerate,  andf( 
their  ears  grow  long  and  ftifflike  thofe  of  foxes,  and 
in  three  or  four  broods,  their  barking  turns  into  a- 
howl. 

Among  the  wild  beafls,  there  are  incredible  num- 
bers of  deer  all  along  the  Gold  Coaft,  efpecially  at 
Arte  and  Acra,  where  herds  of  an  hundred  together 
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I  are  fometimes  feen.     Of  thefe  there  are  many  differ- 
ent fpccies,  fome  as  large  as  cows,  and  others  no 
J^igger  than  cats ;  but  all  of  them  are  good  to  eat, 
particularly  a  fort  about  two  feet  long,  the  flefii  of 
which  is  elteemed  very  delicate.     One  is  about   four 
feet  in  length,  and  of  a   (lender  fhape   with  a  long 
.  head  and   ears,  and    is  a   beautiful    creature  of  an 
,1  orange-colour,  ftreaked  with  white. 
I  •  '  There  are  likewife  hares  and  porcupines.     Thefe 
laft,  which,  as  well  as  the  former,  are  efteemed  good 
food,    are  great   enemies   to   the  fnakes^    and   will 
;  attack   the   largeft   and    molt    dangerous    of   thofe 
j  reptiles. 

''      Be  fides  thefe,  there  are  feveral  other  quadrupeds, 
and  among  the  reft  the  iloth,  one  of  the  moft  loth- 
fome  animals  in  the  world,  it  being  almoft  impoffible 
i  to  look  on  it  without  horror. 

I-'     Among  the  feathered  tribe   there  are  cocks  and 

'  hens,  thofe  at  Axim  are  fat  and  good,  though  fmali  ; 

but  about  El  Mina,  and  other  places  on  the  coaft, 

I  they  are  extremely  dry  and  lean.  There  are  alfo  tame 

and  wild  ducks,  pigeons,  vaft  numbers  of  partridges, 

.  plenty  of  pheafants;  fnipes,   herons,  parrots  ;  great 

I  numbers  of  large  and   fmall  birds,  fome  which  are 

■  extremely    beautiful,    their   plumage    being  finely 

'  variegated  with    the   brighteft    colours,    and   their 

^  heads   crowned  with  tufts  of  feathers.     There  are 

likewife  eagles,  falcons,  kites,  and  many  others  of 

the   birds   of  Europe,  as   well  as    thofe   that  feem 

peculiarly  the  natives  of  the  Torrid  Zone. 

;      Let  us  now  take  a  view  of  the  amphibious  animals 

I  and  reptiles:    we  have  already  obferved,  that   the 

j  ]rivers  fwarm  with  crocodiles;  befides  thefe,  there  is 

i  an  animal  of  nearly  the  fame  form,  though  it  feldoni 

'  exceeds  four  feet  in  length,  its  body  is  black,  fpeck- 

led  with  a  round  fort  of  eyes,  and  the  (kin  is  very 

;  tender.     It  injures  neither  man  nor  be-alt  ;  it  how- 

-  ever  fometimes   makes    great   llaughter  among   th^ 

poultry.  Its  flelli  is  forrietimes  eat  by  the  Europeans^, 
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and  all  who  have  tafted  it  agree,  that  it  is  much 
finer  than  that  of  a  young  cock  or  a  hen. 

In  this  clafs  of  animals  we  may  reckon  the  lizards, 
of  which  there  are  every  where  many  thoufands, 
efpecially  by  the  walls  of  the  forts  ;  and  of  thcfe 
there  are  various  fpecies,  differing  in  fize,  fliape,  and 
colour:  there  are  likewife  great  numbers  of  came- 
leons,  which  are  far  from  living  on  air  alone. 

Frogs  and  toads  are  as  numerous  as  in  Europe  ; 
but  the  latter  are  in  fome  places  as  large  as  a  pewter 
plate.  Thefe  are  mortal  enemies  to  tiie  fnakes,  with 
which  they  have  frequent  engagements.  Of  thefe 
laft  reptiles  there  are  not  only  great  numbers,  but  a 
prodigious  variety,  and  fome  of  them  are  ot  a  hide- 
ous fize.  Mr  Bofman  fays,  that  the  largeft  of  thofe 
taken  while  he  was  on  this  coaft  was  twenty  feet 
long,  and  he  even  believes  that  they  are  ttiU  larger 
within  land  ;  and  we  have  frequently  found,  fays 
he,  in  their  entrails,  not  only  harts  and  other  bealts, 
but  alfo  men.* 

Some  of  my  fervants,  fays  the  above-mentioned 
author,  once  going  to  the  country  beyond  Mouree, 
found  a  fnake  feventeen  feet  long,  and  \ery  bulky, 
lying  about  a  pit  of  water  ;  near  which  were  two 
porcupines,  between  which  and  the  fnake  began 
a  very  fharp  engagement,  each  fliooting  very  violent- 
ly in  their  way,  the  fnake  his  venom,  and  the 
porcupines  their  quills  of  two  fpans  in  length.  My 
men  having  feen  this  fight  a  conliderable  time,  with- 
out being  perceived  by  the  furious  combatants,  in 
the  heat  of  the  battle  loaded  their  mufkets,  and  let 
fly  at  the  three  champions  to  fo  good  a  purpofe,  thai 
they  killed  them  all,  and  brought  them  to  Mouree, 
■where  they  were  devoured  by  them  and  their  com- 
rades, as  very  great  delicacies. 

*  It  muft  be  confefled  that  this  account  at  firfl  fight  fliocks  pro- 
bability, and  yet  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  man^y  authors  -ei 
reputation  render  the  fa6t  indifputable. 
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j  Moft  of  the  fnakes  are  venomous  ;  but  one  is  fo  to 
'  an  extraordinary  degree :  this  is  fcarce  a  yard  long  ; 
it  is  two  fpans  thictc,  and  variegatid  with  white, 
black,  and  yellow.  The  fnakes  not  oniy  infeU  the 
woods,  but  the  dwellings  of  the  Negroes,  and  even 
the  very  bedchan)bers  within  the  forts. 

The  country  alfo  produces  fcorpions,  millepedes  of 
a  poiibnous  nature  ;  but  whofe  Iting  is  noto  danger- 
\  ous  as  that  of  the  fcorpions  on  this  coaft.     But  none 
of  the  reptiles  and   infedls  of  this   country  appear 
more  extraordinary  than  the  ants.     "  Thefe  vermin, 
fays  the  above  travellers,  make  nefts  about  twice  the 
height  of  a  man,  of  the  earth  which  they  turn  up  in 
the  fields  and  hills,  and  fometimes  build  large  neils 
i  on  the  trees,  from  which  places  they  fometmies  come 
i  to  the  forts  in  fuch  prodigious  fwarms,  that  they  fre- 
quently oblige  us  to  quit  our  beds  in  the  night.   They 
are  ftrangely  rapacious,  and  no  animal  can  ftand  be- 
fore them  :  they  have  often  in  the  night  attacked  one 
of  my  live  fheep,  and  before  morning  have  made  it 
fo  perfe6t  a  fkeleton  that  no  human  hands  could  have 
performed   the   work   with    fuch   art.      They   ferve 
chickens  and  other  fowl  in  this  manner:  and  the  rat, 
notwithftanding   its  fwiftnefs,  cannot  efcape  them  ; 
for  as  foon  as  one  of  them  attacks  a  rat,  he  is  inevit- 
;  ably  gone  ;  for  attempting  to  run  away,  he  is  af- 
faulted  by  feveral  others,  till  fo  many  fall  upon  him 
:,  that  he  is  over  powered.     Thefe  ants  are  of  various 
I  iizes  and  colours.     The  fling  or  bite  of  the  red  ant 
raifes  an  inflammation  that  is  more  painful  than  that 
of  the  millepedes.     The  white  are  as  tranfparent  as 

■  glafi,  and   bite  with  liich  force,  that  in  one  night 
they  will  eat  through  a  thick  wooden  cheft  of  goods. 

The  want  of  flelh  and  neceilary  provifions  in  this 
I  country,  renders  it  neceilary  for  the  natives  to  fubfift 

■  principall}'  on  filh,  and  itfeems  a  particular  favour  of 
providence  that  the  fea  and  rivers  feem  to  contend 

;  'Which  Ihall  produce  the  beft.     There  are  here  many 
forts  found  in   Europe,    as  pike,  plaice,  flounders. 
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bream,  tbornback,  lobfters,  crabs,  prawns  anc 
fhrimps  ;  befides  a  great  variety  of  excellent  filli  thai 
feem  peculiar  to  thefe  feas. 

Ttie  Slave  Coall  begins  about  Rio  Volta,  probablj 
fo  called  from  the  rapidity  with  which  that  river  runs 
into  the  fea;  for  being  very  broad  a  few  miles  with- 
in land,  and  narrow  at  its  mouth,  where  the  Ihore 
rifes  high,  it  difcharges  its  waters  with  an  amazing 
impetuofity.  The  country  affords  nothing  very 
extraordinary  till  we  come  to  the  kingdom  of  Why- 
dah*,  which  is  one  of  the  moft  delightful  places  in 
the  world.  The  great  number  and  variety  of  tall, 
beautiful  and  fiiady  trees  on  the  coail,  feem  as  if  they 
were  planted  in  fine  groves,  for  the  fake  of  ornament, 
and  are  without  under  wood  or  weeds.  The  verdant 
•fields  are  every  where  cultivated,  and  no  otherwife 
divided  than  by  thefe  groves,  and  by  villages,  each 
encompalTed  by  a  low  mud  wall,  and  regularly  placed 
over  the  face  of  the  country.  In  ftort,  every  thing 
contrib»ites  to  render  the  prolpecr  the  moft  delight- 
ful that  imagination  can  form.  Not  a  mountain,  of 
even  an  hilloc  interrupts  the  view;  the  whole  country 
being  a  fine,  eafy,  and  almoft  imperceptible  afcent, 
for  the  fpace  of  forty  or  iifty  miles  from  the  fea ; 
fo  that  from  any  part  of  this  kingdom  you  may  have 
a  profpe<5t  of  the  ocean,  and  the  farther  you  go  from 
it,  the  more  beantiful  and  populous  is  the  countryj, 
Yet  the  air  is  extremely  unhealthful  with  refpeft  to 
foreigners. 

All  the  fruits  produced  on  the  Gold  Coafl  grow.' 
here,  befides  which  there  are  abundance  of  tamarinds, 
citrons,  and  fome  others  ;  European  feeds  grow  upj 
to  great  perfe6lion  ;  and  here  might  be  planted  thei( 
fineft  falad  gardens  in  the  world. 

The  cattle  are  cows,  (lieep,  goats,  and  hogs,  all 
which  are  but  little  diiferent  in  fiiape  and  fize  from 

*  This  country  is  called  Fida  by  the  Dutch,  Juda  by  the  French, 
and  Whydah  by  jhe  Englifb,  Fortuguefe  and  natives. 
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:  thofe  of  the  Gold  Coaft,  but  are  more  fleflily  and  of 

■i  a  more  agreeable  taite.  There  are  alfo  horfes,  but  they 

are  very   indifferent  ones  ;  and  farther  within  land, 

there  are  elephants,  buffaioes,  fevcral  forts  of  deer^ 

,  hares,  and  tygers.     There  are  here  alfo  vaft  numbers 

of  apes,  of  different  kinds. 

There  are  no  other  forts  of  tame-fowl  but  a  few 
turkeys  and  geek,  cocks  and  hens,  of  which  laft 
1  there  are  great  plenty,  which  though  fmall  are  fat 
I  and  good.  The  whole  country  feems  covered  with 
j  wild  fowl,  as  geeie,  ducks,  fnipes,  turtle-doves, 
i  and  twenty  other  forts  of  birds  that  are  both  good 
and  cheap. 

Among  all  the  birds  in  this  country,  there  is  one 
that  has  this  remarkable  circumftance  attending  it, 
that  whenever  it  moults  it  changes  its  colour,  fo  that 
thofe  that  are  black  this  year,  become  blue  or  red 
the  next ;  they  will  be  yellow  the  following  year, 
■  and  afterwards  green  :  but  they  never  vary  from 
thefe  live  colours,  which  are  always  very  bright,  and 
are  never  mixed  *. 

The   natives  are  better  drelTed  than  thofe  of  the 

Gold  Coaft.     The  drefs  of  the  king  and  that  of  the 

great  officers,  is  nearly  the  Hime.  It  confifts  in  a  piece 

of  white  linen  about  three  ells  long,   which   encom- 

j  palfes  the  waift,  and  hangs  down  to  their  feet  like  a 

!  petticoat.     Upon  this  they  wear  a  garment  of  filk  of 

>  the  fame  fize  and  form  :  and  over  this  lail  they  have 

a  richer  piece  of  filk  fix  of  feven  ells  in  length,  which 

I  they  tie   by  the  two  corners,  and   making  a  great 

j  bunch  on  the  right  hip,  the  reft  hangs  down  to  the 

;  ground  fo  as  to  form  a  train  :   but  none  are  allowed 

I  to  wear  red,  except  the  royal  family.     They  wear 

I  necklaces  and  bracelets  of  pearl,  gold  and  coral,  with 

j  chains  of  gold.     Moft  of  them  never  wear  any  thing 

on   the  head,  to  fiieUer  them  from  the  rain  or  the 

■*  This  and  moft  of  the  following  particulars  relating  to  Whydah, 
are  abridged  from  Le  Vovage  du  Chevalier  des  IMarchais  en  Guuice. 
Tom.  II. 
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heat  of  the  fun  ;  but  a  few  of  the  great  put  on  a  hat 
and  feather.  =>. 

The  common  people  have  generally  only  a  few 
herbs  or  a  piece  or  cotton  of  the  lize  of  a  napkin 
faftened  round  their  wafts,  to  cover  what  modefty 
teaches  them  to  conceal :  but  the  women  of  the  fame 
rank,  have  five  or  fix  cloths  round  the  waift,  the 
longed  of  which  cavers  half  the  leg,  and  the  others 
•which  are  over  it,  are  each  Ihorter  than  the  other. 

The  king's  wives,  and  thofe  of  the  grandees,  aref 
like  all  the  others,  naked  from  the  girdle  upwards, 
and  from  the  girdle  downwards  have  two  or  three 
coverings  of  cotton  and  filk,  the  longeft  of  which 
Teaches  to  the  ankles,  and  the  others  are  a  little  fliorter 
They  are  very  large  and  form  a  roll  about  the  hips, 
that  makes  them  feem  as  if  they  wore  a  hoop- petticoat. 
They  are  adorned  with  necklaces,  and  with  firings 
of  pearls,  gold  and  coral  from  the  wrift  to  the  elbow, 
and  wear  on  their  heads  a  cap  of  plaited  and  coloured 
ftraw  which  is  very  light,  and  refembles  the  pope^s 
tiara. 

Thefe  people  are  remarkable  for  their  civility  to 
ftrangers,  and    the  extraordinary  refpe(5l   they  fhew* 
each  other.     If  any  of  them  goes  to  vifit  a  fuperior, 
or  meets  him  by  chance,  he  immediately  falls  on  his 
knees,  and  three  times  kilTes  the  earth,  and  clapping  . 
his  hands,  wifhes  him  a  good  day  or  night,  which 
the  fuperior  anfwers  only  with   clapping  his  hands, 
and  returning  the  wilh.     The  fame  marks  of  refpe6l 
are  paid  by  the  younger  to  the  elder  brother ;  by  the  . 
children  to  the  father,  and  by  the  wives  to  their  huf- 
bands,  none  of  whom  receive  any  thing  from  the  e 
other  but  on  the  knee,  with  their  hands  joined  ;  orif  i 
they  fpeak  to  them  one  hand  is  always  put  before  the  f 
mouth,    that    their    breath    may   not   be   ofFenfive. 
When  two   perfons  of   equal  condition  meet,  they 
both  fall  on  their  knees,  clap  their  hands,  and  mu- 
tually wilh  each  other  a  good  dayj  which  ceremonies 
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arealfo  nicely  obferved  by  their  followers  and  de- 
pendants on  each  fide. 

But  notwithftanding  this  fervile  complaifance,  they 
are  next  to  the  Chinefe,  the  moft  artful  thieves  in 
the  world  ;  like  them,  they  are  extremely  addi<?ted 
to  gaming,  after  having  loll  their  whole  Aibftance, 
they  play  for  their  wives  and  children,  and  when 
they  have  loll  them.  Hake  their  own  liberty,  and 
thus  become  (laves  to  ther  countrymen^  who  fome- 
tiinesfell  tliem  to  theEurojieans;  and  like  the  Chinefe 
they  are  indefatigably  induftrious.  Befides  agricul- 
ture, from  which  the  king  and  a  few  great  men  only 
are  exempted,  they  fpin  cotton,  weave  cloths,  make 
calabafhes,  wooden  vellels,  allagays,  hardware,  and 
feveral  other  things,  which  are  done  to  greater  per- 
f€61:ion  here  than  on  the  Gold  Coaft.  While  the  men 
are  thus  employed,  the  women  make  a  kind  of  beer, 
which  they  carry  to  market  to  fell,  together  with 
their  hufband's  merchandize. 

^  The  meaner  fort  carry  the  goods  from  the  fhore  to 
the  king's  village,  and  with  a  burthen  of  a  hundred 
pounds  on. their  heads,  they  run  a  fort  of  continual 
trot  fo  faft  that  it  is  diiiicult  to  keep  up  with  them, 
without  any  load  at  all. 

•-  Thofe  who  are  very  rich,  befides  hulbandry,  in 
which  their  wives  and  (laves  are  employed  under 
them,  drive  a  very  confiderable  trade,  not  only  in 
(laves,   but  in  many  other  commodities. 

Thefe  (laves  are  generally  prifoncrs  of  war,  which 
are  fold  by  the  victors  as  their  booty.  When  thefe 
(laves  come  to  Whydah,  they  are  put  in  prifon  all 
together,  and  are  afterwards  brought  out  into  a  large 
plain  to  be  fold  to  the  Europeans,  who  before  they 
purchafe  them,  examine  every  limb  with  the  greatelt 
care.  The  invalids  and  maimed  being  thrown  out 
the  remainder  are  numbered.  In  the  mean  while  a 
burning-iron  with  the  arms  or  name  of  the  companies 
lies  in  the  fire,  and  with  this  iron  the  Englilh,  French, 
and  Dutch  brand  thefe  unhappy  wretches  both  men 
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and  women,  to  prevent  their  being  exclianged. 
After  this  they  are  returoed  to  their  prifoHj  where 
they  are  kept  at  the  charge  of  thofe  who  have  bought 
then),  on  bread  and  water,  till  they  are  ready  to  be 
taken  on  board,  before  which  their  former  mafters 
ftrip  them  entirely  naked  ;  in  which  condidon  they 
are  ftowed  in  the  holds  of  the  Ibips,  and  carried  to 
America,  where  they  are  again  fold  to  the  planters 
in  the  European  colonies.  I  gladly  drop  this  dread- 
ful commerce,  fo  inconfiftent  with  Chriftianity,  and. 
fo  diihonourable  to  human  nature. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  natives  of  Whydah  are 
fo  expert  in  accounts,  that  they  reckon  very  confie 
derable  fums  as  quick,  and  as  juftly  by  the  head  alon- 
as  we  do  with  the  affiftance  of  pen  and  ink,  which 
makes  it  very  eaiy  to  trade  with  them,  and  not  half 
fo  troublefome  as  it  is  to  deal  with  other  Negroes. 

A  plurality  of  wives  is  here  carried  to  a  greater,  r 
length,  than  on  the  Gold  Ccait,  or  perhaps  in  any  J 
country  in  the  world,  fo  that  if  the  females  do  not^ 
vaiily  exceed  the  males  in  nuniber,  it  is  evident  that 
multitudes  of  the  latter  muft  for  ever  be  excluded 
from  marriage.     It  is  laid  that  private  men  have  often 
forty  or  fifty  ;  that  their   chief  captains  have   three 
or  400,  and  the   king  as  many  thoufands.     Thefe 
wives  may  be  coniidered  as  only  fo  many  flaves,  and 
indeed  the  grcateft  part  of  them  are  probably  captives, 
■who  happen  to  pleafe  their  mafters,  who  therefore 
rather  chufe  to  keep  them,  than  to  fell  them  to  the 
Europeans.     The  chief  part  of  them  till  the  ground  I 
for  their  hufbands,  while  the  mod  beautiful  ilay  at  t 
home,  where  they  are  not  excufed  from  working  ;  ; 
but  the  men  are  fo  extremely  jealous  of  them,  that   : 
on  the  lead:  fufpicion  they  fell  them  to  the  Europeans.  • 
On  the  Gold  Coaft,  it  is  common  for  the  hulband  to   ' 
fhare  with  his  wife  the  profits  of  her  proflitution;  but 
liere  adultery  is  punilhed  with  death,  if  the  perfon 
injured  be  a  rich  man,  the  crime  is  fufiicient  to  plunge 
the  whole  family  into  fiavery.  "  :. 
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There  are  feveral  claiTes  among  the  king's  wives. 
She  who  has  brought  forth  the  firft  male  infant  is  at 
the  head  of  the  firil.     This  is  the  queen,  or  as  they 
term  her,  the  king's  great  vyife.  All  the  others  treat 
her  with  refpe6t,  all  in  the  feraglio  are  under  her 
command,  and   (lie  has  no  iiiperior  but  the   king's 
mother,  whofe  credit  is  greater  or  lefs  according  to 
the  degree  of  his  majefty's  alte6lion  for  her,  or  her 
power  of  managing   him.      She  is   properly   of  no 
clafs;  file  has  a   feparate  apartment  in   the  pilace, 
,  ilaves  of  her  own  fex  to  wait  upon  her,  and  revenues 
for  her  fupport.  When  (lie  has  great  credit  with  her 
;  fon,  (he  receives  many  prefents  from  thoie  who  fiand 
i  in  need  of  her  protection  ;   but  ilie  is  obliged  to  live  in 
a  ftate  of  celibacy,  and  is  not  allowed  to  marry  again. 
If  a  man  accidently  touches  any  part  of  the  body 
i  of  one  of  the  king's  wives,  his  head,  or  at  leaft  his 
I  liberty  is  forfeited,  (lie  is  defiled,  and  being  unfit  to 
\  return  to  the  palace,  both  are  doomed  to  perpetual 
I  flavery.     Hence  the  king   is  entirely  ferved  by  his 
'  wives,  and  no  man   is  permitted  to  enter  the  apart- 
:  nient  inhabited  by  them  ;  and  when  any  of  them  go 
to  work  in   the  field,  which  they  do   by  hundreds, 
whenever  they  fee  a  man  they  call  out  (land  clear,  on 
'   which  he  immediately  falls  on  his  knees,  or  flat  on 
the  ground,  and  thus  waits  for  their  palling  by  v/ith- 
out  preluming  fo  much  as  to  look  at  them.   The  king 
on  the  leait  difguft  fells  eighteen  or  twenty  of  them  ; 
but  this  does  not  lefTen  their  number:  for  the  officers 
to  whom  the  government  of  the  feraglio  is  intrufted, 
i    fuppiy  their  places  with  frefh  ladies  ;  and  whenever 
i   they  fee  a  beautiful  virgin,  they  prefent  her  to  the 
i    king,  none  daring  to   oppofe  them  ;  and  if  a  lady 
'    happens  to  pleafe  his  majefty,  he  does  her  the  honour 
to  lie  with  her  two  or  three  times,  after  which  Ihe  is 
obliged  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  her  life  like  a  nun  : 
which  in  this  country  is  confidered  by  the  women 
as  a  moll  dreadful  punifhment. 
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Upon  the  father's  death  the  eldeft  fon  inherits 
not  only  all  his  goods  and  cattle  ;  but  his  wives, 
•which  he  keeps  and  enjoys  as  his  own  ;  excepting^ 
only  his  own  mother,  for  whom  he  provides  a  feparate 
apartment,  and  fufficient  fubfiftence.  This  cultom 
prevails  both  among  the  great  and  the  commonalty. 
The  kingdom  of  Whydah  is  hereditary  ;  the  eldeft 
fon  fuccceding  his  father,  unlefs  the  great  have  feme 
extraordinary  reafons  for  excluding  him,  and  placing 
the  crown  on  the  head  of  one  of  his  brothers,  as  was 
the  cafe  in  the  year  1725.  1  he  king's  eldelt  fon  is 
therefore  preilmiptive  hen^  of  the  crown;  but  then  he 
muft  have  been  born  after  the  king's  accelHon  ;  for 
thofe  he  had  before  he  afcended  the  throne,  are  only 
confideredas  private  peifons. 

But  they  have  here  a  cuftom  that  is  much  more 
extraordinary  ;  though  it  is  a  law  never  to  be  vio- 
lated. The  fuccelTor  is  no  fooner  born,  than  he  is 
carried  by  the  great  men  into  the  province  of  Zingua 
on  the  frontiers  of  the  kingdom,  where  he  is  educat- 
ed as  a  private  perfon,  without  knowing  his  birth, 
or  having  the  leaft  knowledge  of  flate  affairs.  None 
of  the  great  are  allowed  to  vifit  or  receive  vifits  from 
him.  He  is  to  continue  at  Zingua  under  the  care  of 
a  private  man,  who  though  he  is  intrufted  with  the 
fecret  of  his  birth  he  is  not  to  reveal  it  to  him  on 
pain  of  death,  and  is  to  treat  him  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  if  he  was  his  own  fon.  Thus  on  his  afcending 
the  throne,  knowing  neither  the  intereifs  nor  the 
maxims  of  the  flate,  he  is  obliged  to  abandon  the 
government  to  the  management  of  the  great,  and 
their  fuccefFors  ;  for  their  pofts  are  hereditary,  and 
the  eldeil:  fon  always  fucceeds  them. 

The  ftate  of  abafement  and  ignorance,  from  which 
the  prefumptive  heir  of  the  crown  is  thus  raifed, 
makes  him  long  fenfible  of  the  pleafure  of  royalty, 
when  he  fees  himfelf  thus  unexpec^fedJy  placed  on  the 
throne.  Indeed  that  motnent  is  no  fooner  arrived 
than  he  is  no  longer  conlidered  as  a  man ;  he  becomes 
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'in  an  inHant  a  kind  of  deity,  who  is  never  ap- 
proached, but  with  the  molt  profound  reverence. 
Asfoon  as  a  perfon  is  arrived  at  the  gate  of  the  hail 
of  audience,  he  proftrates  himfehon  the  earth,  and 
advances,  creeping  on  his  hands  and  knees,  till  he 
comes  within  a  certain  diftance  of  the  throne,  and 
the  king  allov^s  him  to  fpeak  by  gentiy  clapping  his 
hands.  He  then  utters  what  he  has  to  lay  in  a  low 
voice,  and  in  few  words,  with  his  face  towards  the 
earth.  Nobody  is  exempt  from  this  inconvenient 
and  humbling  ceremonial;  the  greateft  lords  in 
the  kingdom  are  fubjedl  to  it,  as  well  as  the  others,, 
and  none  but  the  chief  captain  of  the  feraglio, 
and  the  high  prieft  can  enter  the  palace  without  leave  ; 
but  if  they  fpeak  to  the  king,  they,  as  well  as  the 
others,  are  obliged  to  do  it  in  the  above  pollure. 

When  one  of  the  great  men  would  fpeak  to   the 
king,  and  has  obtained  his   permidion,  he  goes  to 
the  palace,  attended  by  all   his  men  in  arms,  and 
with  drums,  trumpets  and  flutes.     When  he  arrives 
at  the  gate  of  the  hall  of  audience,  his  men  mnke  a 
general  difcharge  of  their  muikets,  the  drums,  Hutes 
and  trumpets  Itrike  up,  and  all  the  men  Ihout  aioud. 
In  this  manner  he  enters  into  the   firft  court,  and 
there  ftrips  otF  all  his  clothes,  and  hides  his  naked- 
nefs  with   herbs  put  round  his  waift  ;  he  alio  takes 
offhis  bracelets,  necklaces,  and  rings,  and  in  general 
■  all  his  jewels.     In  this  condition  he  proceeds  to  the 
hall  of  audience,  where   he  proftrates  himfelf,  ad- 
,  vances  creeping  to  the  foot   of  the  throne,  fpeaks 
\  with  his  face  towards  the  earth,  and  when  his  audi- 
ence is  ended,  retires,  creeping  backward,  without 
i  changing  the  pofture  he   took  in  entering.    On  his 
I  rejoining  his  men  who   wait  for  him  in  the  court, 
\  he  drelies  and  puts  on  his  ornaments,  and  the  king 
is  informed    of  his  departure  by  the  tiring  of  guns, 
the  found  of  the  inftfuments  of  muiic,  and  the^loud 
cries  of  joy  uttered  by  his  people. 

1  he  l<ing  never  comes  to   the  hall  of  audience 
but  when   the  diredors  of  the   companies,  or   his 
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great  men  have  aifairs  to  communicate  to  him,  and 
are  to  receive  his  ©rders,  or  when  he  would  admini- 
iicr  juftice  to  his  fubjefts.  He  palTes  the  reft  of  his 
time  iq  the  ferag-io,  accompanied  by  his  women, 
fix  of  whom  ftay  with  him  ;  thefe  are  magnificently 
adorned,  and  kneel  berore  him  with  their  heads 
alrnoft  touching  the  floor.  In  this  pofture  they  enter-' 
tain  and  endeavour  to  divert'him  ;  they  drefs  him, 
and  wait  upon  him  at  the  table;  and  ufe  every  art 
to  render  themfelves  beloved.  When  he  would  be 
alone  with  one  of  his  wives,  he  touches  her  ilightly, 
and  g'^ntly  claps  his  hands:  immediately  the  five 
others  retire,  and  having  Ihut  the  door  of  the  room 
v/here  thekin^  reinains  with  their  companion,  they 
keep  it,  till  the  happy  woman  leaves  it  Then  fix 
others  ttike  the  places  of  the  former,  and  thus  they 
relieve  each  other. 

The    king's   palace   is    now    plentifully  provided 
with   European   furniUire,    vvhile  the  great  men  and 
rich  merchants  in  this  refpect:  endeavour  to  furnilh 
their  houfes  in  the  fame  manner.  They  have  magnifi- 
cent   beds,    eafy    chairs,  canopies,    looking-gla/fes, 
and  in  a   word,  eveiy  thing    fit  to  adorn  a  houfe  ill 
that  climate.     There  are   here  cooks   inftru6ted  by 
thofe  of  France,  fo    that  when   an  entertainment  is 
given    to   an   European,   he  finds   the  tables  of  the 
Negro  lords  ferved  with  as  many  delicacies  as  thofe 
of  Europe.     Wme  is  brought  them  from  Spain,  the 
Canaries,   Madeira,  and   France  ;   they  are  alfo  fup- 
plied  with  brandy,  fweetmeats,  tea,  coffee  and  cho-  ■ 
colate  ;   and    their  tables   fliew    no  remains  of  their, 
ancient  fimplicity.   They  are  covered  with  fine  linen,  i 
and  they  have  veiTels  of  lilver,  and  fervices  of  china,  i 
But  this   politenefs   is  confined  to  the  great  and  the  j 
wealthy,  the  common  people  prelerving  their  ancient  !i 
manners. 

Notwithilanding  the  fervility  with  which  the  king 
is  treated  by  his  fubjefts,  when  the  dirt6iors  of  com-  ^ 
panics  or  the  captains  v/ait  upon  him,  he  receives 
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ihem  in  the  hall  of  audience,  caufes  eafy  chairs  to 
De  brought  them,  and  evesi  drinks  and  fiookea  with 
[hem. 

We  have  already  obferved  that  the  people  are 
extremely  jealous,  and  that  adultery  is  piinifhed 
with  death  :  but  if  a  man  is  furprized  with  one  of 
the  king's  wives  nothing  can  fave  them  ;  the  king* 
himlelf  pronounces  fentence  againft  them  on  the 
fpot.  The  officers  of  the  palace  inftantly  caufe  two 
pits  to  be  dug,  fix  or  feven  feet  long,  four  broad, 
and  five  deep,  fo  near  together  that  the  criniinals 
imay  fee  and  fpeak  to  each  other.  In  one  of  thefe 
pits  a  poft  is  fixed,  to  v^^hich  the  woman  is  faftened 
with  her  hands  tied  behind  her.  Two  wooden  forks 
are  fixed  at  the  endof  the  other  pit^  and  the  mam 
being  ftripped  naked,  is  faftened  lo  a  great  iron  bar 
like  a  fpit,  with  iron  chains,  in  fuch  a  manner  that 
*he  cannot  move.  The  king's  wives  then  bring  fag- 
gots, which  they  put  into  the  pit,  and  before  they 
are  lighted,  the  fpit  to  which  the  man  is  falteo.ed, 
is  put  upon  the  two  forks,  and  fire  is  put  to  the  wood 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  only  the  extremity  of  the 
flames  can  reach  his  body.  He  is  thus  left  to  burn 
by  a  flow  fire  ;  a  cruel  punifliment  that  would  lait 
for  a  long  time,  had  they  not  the  charity  to  tura 
Ihim  with  his  f>ice  downwards  :  in  which  fituation  he 
is  foon  fiified  by  the  fmoke.  When  he  no  longer 
gives  any  iign  of  life,  they  undo  the  chains,  and 
letting  him  fall  into  the  pit  cover  him  with  earth. 

The  man   being  dead,  about  fifty  or  iixty  of  the 

king's  wives  efcorted  by  a  party  of  muficeteers,  and 

jaccompanied  with  druiiis  and  iiutes,  ccnie  from  the 

i palace   with  each   a    large    earthen   pot   of  fcalding 

1  water  on  her  head,  which  thv'i^y  pour  one  after  another 

on  the  head  of  the   poor   wretch   who  is  tied  to  the 

poll,  and   afterwards   throw  the    pots   on  her   head 

with  all  their  force.     Dead  or  not,  all  the  water,  and 

all  the  pots  that  come  from  the  palace  are  thrown  on 

jt^e  body    of  this  unhappy  woman;   after    which. 
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whether  flie  be  ftiii  alive  or  dead,  they  cut  the 
cords  that  fallen  her  to  the  poft,  pull  that  up, 
and  bury  her  in  the  pit,  under  a  heap  of  earth  and 
fiones. 

When  the  wife  of  a  great  man  is  taken  in  adultery, 
he  may  either  fell  her  lo  the  Europeans,  or  put  her 
to  death:  if  he  chufes  the  latter,  he  caufes  her  head 
to  be  cut  off,  or  has  her  ftrangled  by  the  public  exe- 
cutioner, and  is  acquitted  by  inibrming  the  king  of 
what  he  has  done,  and  paying  the  executioner's  fee. 
But  as  he  has  no  power  over  the  man  who  has  dif- 
honoured  him,  unlefs  he  catches  liim  in  the  very  a6l, 
in  which  cafe  he  kills  them  both,  he  is  obliged  to 
demand  juftice  of  the  king,  who  never  fails  to  con« 
demn  the  guilty  to  fuffer  death. 

This  feverity  is  only  infli6ted  with  re^pe6\  to  marri- 
ed women.  The  unmarried  are  not  fubjeft  to  it, 
and  a  man  runs  no  danger  in  being  caught  with  one 
of  them  ;  for  no  body  has  any  tauit  to  find  with 
him,  ^ecaufe  ihe  is  fuppofed  to  be  her  own  miftrefs. 
It  is  fo  far  from  being  infamous  for  her  to  have 
children  before  marriage,  that  (he  is  fure  this  will 
caufe  her  to  be  fooner  married ,  becaule  it  is  a  proof 
of  her  fruitfulnefs,  which  is  a  very  important  con- 
fideran'on  in  a  country  where  the  fathers  confider 
children,  efpecially  the  males,  as  the  greateft  riches^ 
,  an(i  the  fupport  of  their  families :  and  it  mull  be 
obftTved,  that  they  never  fell  their  own  children  for 
Haves. 

V/hen  the  king  of  Whydah  is  dead,   the  queen, 
or  great  wife  of  the  deceafed,  lets  the  grandees  know 
it,   who  are  obliged  to  keep  his  death  fecret  for  three 
months,  during  which    they  aflemble  in   order   to  l 
confult  whether  the  king's  eldeft  fon   be  worthy  to  c 
afcend  the   throne.    This  term   being  expired,  the  e 
king's  death  is  made  public,  on  which  every  thing   ' 
falls   into    confulion  :   law,  policy,  julHce,   leem  to 
have  expired  with  the  king,  and  the  mofi:  dreadful 
dilbrders  are  committed  :   but  this  Hate  of  confulion 
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jkfts  only  five  days;  during  which,  the  prince  is 
Ifousjht  for  who  is  to  fill  the  throne,  and  is  put  in. 
pofjeilioa  of  the  palace  A  number  of  great  guns 
iJire  now  fired  to  inform  the  people  that  they  have 
;a  king,  and  inrmediatfly  tranquillity  and  good  order 
are  reltored  ;  the  markets  are  open,  and  every  body 
jappiies  to  bulinefs. 

It  being  cullomary  to  pull  down  the  palace  in 
which  the  king  dies,  within  three  months  after  his 
■death  another  is  built,  to  which  the  new  king  is 
.'brought  with  all  the  wives  belonging  to  his  father, 
which  now  become  his.  None  but  the  mother  of 
the  deceafed,  and  that  of  the  reigning  king  are  ex- 
empt IVom  this  law. 

The  new  king  immediately    orders  the  funeral  of 
the  late  monarch,  by  canting  five  cannon  to  be  fired 
,at  break  of  day,  five  at  noon,  and  five  at  fun  fet. . 
|The  npife  of  the  laft  is  followed  by  dreadful  cries  and 
ihowlings,  which  refound  through  the  whole  palace. 
The  high  prieft,  who  fuperintends  the  funeral,  caufes 
a  pit  to  be  dug   fifteen   feet  fquare  and   five  deep, 
in  the  middle  of  which  they  hollow  out  a  vault  eight 
feet   fquare,  in  the  centre  of  which  the  king's  body 
is   placed    with   great   ceremony.     The  high    prieft 
jthen  chufes  eight  of  the  favourite  wives  of  the  deceaf- 
|ed  to  go  and  ferve  him  in  the  other  world.     Being 
jdreHed  in  their   richeft   apparel,  and   loaded    with 
jprovifions,  which  they  are  to  carry  to  the  late  king, 
!they  are  condu6ted  to  the  vault  in  which    they  are 
Unit  np  alive,  and  left  there  to  perifh  :   but  their 
(death  is  fpeedy,  they  being  foon  covered  with  earth. 
;i      After  the  death  of  thefe  women  they  bring  the 
jmen,  who  are  alfo  to  go  and  ferve  the  late  king,  the 
jnumber  of  whom  is  not  fixed,  it  depending  on  the 
will  of  the  prefent  monarch  and  the  high  prieft.     As 
litis  not  known  on  whom  the  lot  will  fall,  iiis  late  ma- 
jeffy's  domeftics  endeavour  to  fiy  or  bide  themf -Ives, 
liand  do   not  appear  till  four  or  five  days  after  the 
|«eremony  is  over.     They  arc  then  reproached  with 
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having  eaten  th©  king's  bread  while  he  was  livings 
and  with  receiving  an  infinite  number  of  favours  from 
him,  and  yet  wanting  the  gratitude  to  accompany 
him  into  the  other  world.  To  this  they  ufually  reply 
that  the  thoughts  of  death  are  dreadful,  and  that 
being  of  an  age  capable  of  enjoying  the  pleafures  of 
life,  they  could  not  think  of  quitting  it  fo  foon> 
With  fuch  excufes  they  obtain  pardon,  and  are  en- 
tered into  the  fervice  of  the  new  king,  promifing 
that  if  he  happens  to  die,  they  will  be  more  faithful 
to  him. 

Among  all  the  officers  or  domeftics  of  the  king 
who  muft  infallibly  follow  him  to  the  other  world, 
liis  favourite  is  the  principal.  The  perfon  who  is 
honoured  with  this  title  has  no  particular  office  in 
the  palace;  he  is  not  even  permitted  to  enter  it: 
when  he  has  any  favour  to  alk,  he  muft  addrefs  him- 
felf  to  the  high  prieft,  who  makes  known  his  requeft? 
to  the  prince,  who  always  grants  them  immediately* 
He  has  a  right  to  take  out  of  the  market  whatever 
pleales  him.  He  is  drefFed  in  a  long  robe  with  large 
fleeves,  and  wears  a  hood,  it  may  be  of  white  linen, 
filk  or  Indian  ftufF,  adorned  with  flowers ;  and  when 
he  appears  in  public,  holds  a  eane  in  his  liand.  He 
is  treated  with  great  refpeft,  and  exempted  from  the 
payment  of  all  taxes.  He  lives  a  happy  life;  but 
it  ends  with  that  of  the  king  ;  for  nothing  can  dif- 
penfe  wjth  his  accompanying  his  mafter  into  the 
other  world,  and  he  is  the  iirft  who  lofes  his  head, 
after  the  king's  favourites  are  fmotherd  in  the  cave. 
All  the  other  men  who  were  deftined  to  ferve  the 
late  king,  have  alfo  their  heads  cut  off,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  high  prieft's  order,  their  bodies  are  laid 
down,  or  placed  fitting,  with  their  heads  befide  them, 
and  buried  about  the  cave  of  the  king. 

When  all  the  bodies  are  covered  up,  they  raife 
above  them  a  great  heap  of  earth,  which  terminates 
in  a  pyramid,  at  the  top  of  which  they  place  the 
arms  which  the  king  was  accuftomed  to  ufe,  and 
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furround  them  with  a  number  of  fetifhes,  or  little 
earthern  figures,  that  are  the  tutelar  deities  to  guard 
them. 

Thofe  would  be  very  much  to  blame  who  fhould 
accufe  the  Negroes  of  Whydah  of  having  no  religion 
they  pradife  circumcifion,  but  this  does  not  here 
feem  to  be  a  religious  rite,  for  they  know  no  better 
reafon  for  it,  than  its  being  pradlifed  by  their  fathers 
and  grand-fathers,  who  learned  it  from  their  anceftors; 
and  that  they  ought  therefore  to  follow  their  ex- 
ample. 

The  moft  fenlible  men  of  Whydah  have  aconfufed 
idea  of  the  exiftence,  and  unity  of  God  ;  whom  they 
fuppofe  to  be  in  heaven,  and  fay,  that  he  rewards 
the  good,  and  puniihes  the  wicked;  and  that  it  is  he 
v/hQ  makes  the  thunder  roll  in  the  Iky :  but  imagining 
that  it  y/ould  be  prefumption  in  them  to  addrcls  their 
petitions  to  him,  they  have  feveral  inferior  deities, 
and  befides  the  fetilhes,  which  they  have  in  common. 
with  the  Negroes  on  the  Gold  Coaft,  they  have  four 
principal  objects  of  religious  worlhip;  the  Terpen t, 
which  holds  jthe  iirft  rank;  the  trees,  which  are  of 
the  fecond  clafs;  the  fea,  which  is  only  in  third 
rank  ;  and  Agoya,  who  is  the  god  of  counfels. 

The  worfhip  of  the  ferpent  is  accounted  for  in  the 
following  manner:  the  people  of  Whydah  being 
ready  to  give  battle  to  the  king  of  Ardrah,  a  neigh- 
bouring nation,  a  great  ferpent  came  from  the  enemy's 
army,  to  furrender  itfelf  to  that  of  Whydah,  and 
appeared  fo  gentle,  that  far  from  biting,  it  fawned 
upon  every  body  ;  which  the  high  prieft  obferving, 
ventured  to  take  it  in  his  hands,  and  to  hold  it  up 
on  high,  to  fhew  it  the  whole  army  ;  who  being 
aftonithed  at  the  prodigy,  proftrated  themfelves  be- 
fore the  harmlefs  animal,  and  then  fell  upon  the 
enemy  with  fuch  courage,  that  they  gained  a  com- 
plete victory.  This  the  foldiers  attributed  to  the 
ferpent.    They  carried  it  away  with  them,  built  a 
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hoiife  for  it,  brought  it  provifions,  and  in  a  little  time 
the  new  god  eclipted  all  the  others,  even  the  fetiliies, 
which  were  the  firlt  and  the  molt  ancient  gods  ot  the 
country,  and  its  worlhip  increaied  m  pioportion  to 
the  imaginary  favours  they  fupoofed  they  had  received 
from  it ;  thus  it  did  not  long  remain  in  the  tint  houfe 
they  had  built  for  it ;  they  ere6ted  a  more  fumptuous 
one,  with  many  courts,  and  fpacious  lodgings.  They 
appointed  it  a  high  prieft,  and  an  entireorderof  mara- 
botits  to  ferve  it.  But  this  was  not  all,  they  dedicated 
to  it  the  moft  beautiful  wotnen,  and  that  it  might 
never  want  fervants,  chole  new  ones  every  year. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  moit  fend  hie  Negroes^ 
very  gravely  alTert,  that  the  ferpent  they  now  wor- 
ship is  really  that  which  came  to  their  anceftors,  and 
gave  them  the  celebrated  vidtory  that  delivered  them 
from  the  oppreffions  of  the  king  of  Ardrah.  The 
pofterity  of  this  ferpent  have  multiplied  extremely, 
and  have  not  degenerated  from  the  good  qualities  of 
their  father.  They  do  no  injury  to  any  one  ;  but 
fuffer  the  people  to  place  them  in  their  bofoms,  to 
put  them  about  their  necks,  and  into  their  beds. 
The  only  refentment  they  Ihew  is  againft  the  vene- 
mous  ferpents,  which  they  always  endeavour  to  de- 
llroy,  and  there  is  no  danger  of  the  people's  miftaking 
one  for  the  other.  Thefe  laft  are  all  black,  and  re- 
femble  vipers  ;  they  are  four  yards  long^  and  an  inch 
and  an  half  in  diameter  ;  but  the  beneficent  ferpent 
is  not  commonly  above  leven  feetancTa  halt  in  length, 
but  it  is  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  man's  leg.  It  has  a 
large  round  head,  and  a  pointed  tail.  Its  fkin  is  very 
beautiful,  it  being  of  a  whitiili  colour,  marked  in 
waves  very  agreeably  with  yellow,   blue  and  brown. 

The  people  efteem  themfelves  happy  when  one  of 
thefe  honours  their  houfe  with  its  prefence,  they  give 
it  a  bed,  and  if  it  be  a  female  with  young,  they 
make  her  a  little  houfe,  to  which  fhe  retires  to  bring 
them  forth^  and  when  ihe  or  her  young  want  food. 
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ihey  fetcii  it  them  till  they  are  big  enough  to  take 
care  of  themielves.  The  perfoo  that  ihouid  kill  one 
oi"  them  would  l\iiK?r  a  cruel  death. 

Every  body  knows  that  ierpents  or  fnakes  multiply- 
extremely,  and    that  they  live   for  a  iong  time:   one 
would    therefore   imagine,   tliat    the   earth  would  be 
;  covered  with  them,   );ut  the  black  ferpents  give  them 
I  no   quarter,  and    witliout  reipect   to   their  divinity, 
■  kill  and  eat  them  :  the  fwine  do  the.ftme,  and  this 
I  dimini!her>  their  number  ;  but  it  always  cofts  the  life 
I'Of  thofe  animals  when  they   are  caught  in  the  fasfl  ; 
'  nothing   can   hinder  a  hog  from   being  immediately 
i  put  to  death;    the  peopie  iiave  no  reipect  to  thole  to 
'  whom   they   belong,  for  though  they  are  the  king's 
they  are  killed  on  tne  fpot,  and  their  fiefn  belongs  to 
thofe  who  ilaughter  them. 

The  lerpent  of  Whydah,  from  which  all  the  others 
of  the  fime  fpecies  are  ikid  to  be  defcended  is  vvor- 
iiiipped  in  his  houfe  or  temple,  upon  every  occalion: 
therefore  the  oMermgs  and  facrifices  made  to  him 
are  not  conlined  to  bulls  and  rams,  to  loaves  of 
bread,  fruit,  or  a  few  gold  rings.  The  high  prieft 
often  prefer! bes  a  confiderable  quantity  of  valuable 
merchandize,  barrels  of  bougies*,  powder,  brandy, 
hecatombs  o?  bulls,  flieep,  fowl,  and  fometimes  even 
human  facrifices  are  offered  to  his  honour.  AH  this 
depends  on  the  fancy  and  avarice  of  the  prieft. 

The  marabouts  or  the  prieils  of  the  grand  ferpent 
are  of  one  family,  of  which  the  high  prieft,  who  is 
one  of  the  grandees,  is  the  chief.  AH  the  other 
marabouts  receive  his  orders,  and  pay  obedience  to 
him.  But  befides  the  men  and  women  of  this  family, 
a  Dumber  of  girls  are  confecrated  to  the  ferpent, 
wh  ch  pro  ures  tliem  univerfal  refpect,  and  confers 
upon   them   many   extraordinary   privileges,  one  of 

*  Thefe  are  the  fame  with  the  fliells  called  cowrie'^,  v\:  igariv  termed 
blackmoor's  teeth,  which  are  brought  from  the  IVJaldivaiiiands,  and 
on  the  coatl  of  Guinea  pafs  for  fmall  money. 
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which  is  a  right  to  tyrannize  over  their  hufbands^ 
when  they  can  find  a  man  fuch  a  fool  as  to  marry  one 
of  them. 

But  to  proceed  to  the  other  deities  :  Agaya,  or 
the  god  of  counfels,  is  confulted  by  the  people  be- 
fore they  undertake  any  thing.  This  god  is  a  paltry 
little  idol  of  black  earth,  which  rather  refembles  a 
mifhapen  monfter  than  any  thing  elfe.  It  is  repre- 
fented  feated  or  crouching  on  a  kind  of  pedeftal  of 
red  earth,  on  which  there  is  a  piece  of  red  cloth, 
adorned  with  cowries,  and  he  has  about  his  neck  a 
fcarlet  band,  to  which  hang  four  cowries.  His  head 
is  crowned  with  lizards,  ferpents  and  red  feathers. 
This  idol  is  placed  on  a  table  in  the  high  prieft's 
houfe,  with  three  caiabaflies  before  him,  in  which 
are  fifteen  or  twenty  balls  of  earth.  Thofe  who 
would  confuit  him,  addrefs  themfelves  to  a  marabout, 
tell  him  the  fubje6t  that  brought  them  thither,  give 
him  the  ofiering  deiigned  for  the  god,  and  the  price 
of  confuiting  him,  after  which  the  queftion  is  deter* 
mined  by  throwing  the  balls  from  one  calabalh  intp 
another  a  certain  number  of  times,  when  if  there 
be  an  odd  number  in  each,  the  marabout  boldly 
pronounces  that  the  oracle  has  declared  in  his  favour, 
and  the  man  may  undertake  the  affair  on  which  he 
has  confulted  the  god. 

When  the  fea  is  agitated  in  an  extraordinary  man* 
ner,  fo  that  merchandize  can  neither  be   embarked, 
nor  brought  iifhore,  they  coni\ilt  the  high  prieft,  and 
by  hii^  advice  facrifice  a  bull  or  a  fneep  on  the  bank! 
of  the  fea,  fuftering  the  blood  to  run  into  the  water,  • 
and  throw  a  gold  ring  into  the  waves,  as  far  as  they) 
are  able.     The  ring  and  blood  are  loft;  but  the  body  ) 
of  the   facrificed    beaft    belongs  to   the   prieff,  who  t 
caufes  it  to  be  carried  to  his  houfe. 

It  colls  lefs  to  render  the  trees  favourable.  It  is 
commonly  the  fick  that  have  recourfe  to  them,  who 
make  them   an   offering  of  millet^  maize  or  rice. 
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which  the  marabout  places  at  the  foot  of  the  tree  to 
which  the  lick  man  pays  his  devotions. 

The  kingdom  of  Ardrah,  is  but  of  fmall  extent 
on  the  coait,  where  the  kingdoms  of  Wbydah  and 
Popo  are  taicen  out  of  it.  It  reaches  only  twenty-five 
leagues  along  the  (hore  ;  but  within  land  it  extends 
from  eaft  to  weft  from  the  river  Volta  to  that  of 
Benin,  which  is  above  100  leagues,  and  it  reaches 
llill  farther  from  north  to  fouth. 

The  manners,  cuftoms  and  religion  of  thefe  people 
are  in  fome  refpects  the  fame  as  thofe  of  Whydah, 
except  their  not  worfliipping  the  ferpent.  On  the 
contrary,  they  fearch  for  the  tame  and  gentle  ferpents, 
in  order  to  kill  and  eat  them. 

However,  the  people  here  offer  up  neither  prayers 
iibr  facrifices.  They  feem  to  have  no  idea  of  another 
life,  and  only  dread  the  accidents  that  may  render 
this  life  unhappy.  The  great  marabout  appoints  for 
every  family  the  fetifhes  they  are  to  honour,  in  order 
to  fecure  themfclves  from  thefe  misfortunes.  The 
fetifhes  of  the  king  and  the  court  are  certain  black 
birds  almoft  like  the  crows  of  Europe.  With  thefe 
the  gardens  of  the  palace  are  filled,  and  they  are  fed 
as  well,  though  they  are  not  treated  with  the  fame 
refpedl,  as  the  ferpents  of  Whydah. 

Private  perfons  have  for  their  fetifhes  fome  a  moun- 
tain, others  a  tree,  a  ftone,  a  piece  of  wood,  or  any 
other  inanimate  fubftance,  which  they  regard  with  a 
kind  of  refpe<S  ;  but  as  we  have  already  obferved, 
offer  no  prayers  to  them. 

The  great  marabout  has  in  every  town  a  houfe  to 
vsrhich  he  invites  by  turns  the  wives  of  all  the  free- 
men, to  learn  fome  religious  excercifes.  They  ftay 
there  five  or  fix  months,  and  are  inftru6lcd  by  old 
women. in  a  fort  of  finging  and  dancing.  They  make 
them  enter  by  bands,  which  fucceed  each  other  day 
and  night,  in  a  hall  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  and 
ilfter  having  tied  fmall  irons  and  brafs  plates  to  their 
legs  and  feet,  in  order  that  they  may  make  the  greater 
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iioife,  they  dance  and  ling  with  all  their  force.  This 
dance  coniiiis  of  Itamping  and  performing  all  the 
agitations  and  motions  of  the  body  that  are  nioft 
iatiguing,  and  moil  diflicult  to  fupport.  They  ac- 
company it  witis  a  fong,  m^xed  with  cries  and  howling, 
perfornied  in  cadence,  and  continue  this  violent 
exercife  till  they  faint  away,  when  in  an  inftant  their 
old  miitreiies  fubltitute  another  fet  of  fchohirs  in  the 
room  of  thofe  who  are  out  of  breath,  who  begin 
the  fame  dance,  the  fame  fong,  and  the  fame  cries, 
to  the  great  difturbance  of  the  neighbourlfood. 

1  he  Sieur  d'Elbee,  who  was  there  in  1670,  ob- 
ferves,  that  in  the  great  marabout's  houfe  he  law  a 
figure  made  to  reprelent  the  devil,  which  was  of  the" 
fize  of  a  child  of  four  years  of  age,  and  painted  white, 
and  he  ailerting  that  the  devil  was  black,  the  mara-' 
bout  gravely  replied,  that  he  was  miftaken,  for  he 
was  fure  he  was  very  white,  for  he  had  feen  and  fpoke 
to  him  feveral  times. 

The  above  gentleman  found  at  AiRmt!  fome  Negroes' 
who  were  Chriftians,  and  came  to  ailihim  lorchaplets 
of  beads,  and  to  a(k  if  he  would  not  order  mafs  to 
be  faid  in  his  apartmemt.  It  is  probable  that  thefe' 
Negroes  had  been  Baptized  by  the  Portuguefe  while' 
thev  were  euabliriied  in  the  kingdom. 

Ail  the  men  of  rank  wear  two  fhort  petticoats  of 
taffety  or  other  filk,  and  have  filk  fcarfs  in  the  form" 
of  fhoulder- belts.  Moft  of  them  go  with  their  heads 
and  feel  naked;  they  may,  how-ever,  wear  bonnets 
or  hats,  and  fandals,  e3\Gept  in  the  king's  palace.' 
The  m?n  of  the  common  rank  are  covered  from  the 
girdle  to  the  knees  with  a  piece  of  ferge,  that  goes 
twice  round  them,  the  ends  wrapping  over  at  the 
navel.  The  poor  and  thofe  who  gain  their  living  by 
their  labour,  have  only  a  fmall  piece  of  cotton  cloth, 
or  fome  jirafs  to  cover  their  nudities,  and  have  the 
head  and  feet  naked. 

The   women  of  rank  have   petticoats   and   fcarfs 
like  the  men,  and  as  they  feldom  leave  their  houfes. 
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they  commonly  wear  nothing  on  their  heads  and 
feet.  The  poor  women  have  Ihort  cloths  tied  about 
their  waifts,  and  have  their  heads  and  feet  always 
naked . 

The  city  of  AITem,  the  capital  of  the  kingdom, 
is  furroLinded  by  four  walls  of  earth  which  are  very 
high  and  thick.  This  earth  is  red,  and  forms  a  fub« 
fiance  as  lirm  and  even  as  plafter,  though  it  does  not 
appear  to  be  mixed  with  lime.  Each  wall  has  a  large 
and  deep  ditch,  not  on  theoutiide  but  within  it,  and 
over  thefe  ditches  are  wooden  bridges. 

The  palace  when  Mr.  d'Elbee  was  there*,  was 
very  large  and  compofed  of  many  great  courts,  en- 
tirely furrounded  with  porticos,  above  which  were 
apartments,  that  had  fmall  windows.  In  fome  of 
thefe  chambers  the  floor  was  covered  with  large  Tur- 
ky  carpets,  and  in  others  with  mats.  A  fingie  eafy 
chair  was  in  each  room,  and  they  were  likewifefur- 
niOied  with  ikreens,  cherts,  cabinets  and  porcelain 
brought  from  China.  There  was  no  glafs  in  the 
windows,  but  only  frames  of  white  linen,  and  taf- 
fety  curtains.  The  gardens  were  very  fpacious,  and. 
conlifted  of  long  viftas  of  thick  trees,  to  afford  a  cool 
and  fhady  retreat. 

The  king  always  eats  alone,  and  when  he  drinks 
an  officer  makes  a  iignal  with  two  fmall  rods  of  iron, 
in  order  that  all  who  are  within  light  may  turn  away 
and  not  look  at  his  majefty  ;  for  feeing  him  drink  is 
thought  a  crime  worthy  of  death.  The  very  officer 
who  prefents  the  glafs  is  faid  to  turn  his  body  and 
head,  and  to  prefent  it  backward.  This  they  fay  is 
done  to  prevent  the  eifefts  of  forcery  at  that  mo- 
ment. 

The  king  is  always   ferved  on  the  knee,  and  this. 
Tefpe^l  is  (hewn  even  to  the  provifioiis  fet  on  his  table. 

*  This  country  has  been  fince  ravaged  by  the  king  of  Dahomey^ 
xvho  in  I  724,  niade  a  conqueft  both  of  Whydah  and  Ardrah,  whiein 
has  probably  produced  fome  conliderable  changes. 

VOL.   VI.  O    o 
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Thofe  who  happen  to  be  in  the  way  of  the  officers; 
who  carry  them,  proitrate  themfeives  wich  their  faces  \ 
to  the  earth,  and  dare  not  raife  them  up,  till  the  1 
diflies  are  out  of  fight.  I 

The  commerce  of  the  ftate  confifts  only  in  flaves  ; 
and  provifions  :  the  flaves  are  of  feveral  kinds  ;  fome  : 
are  prifoners  of  war,  others  are  paid  to  the  ftate  by ; 
the  neighbouring  kingdoms,  dependant  on  that  of; 
Ardrah.     Some  are  condemned  to  be  fold  for  flaves^  ■ 
for  having  violated  the  laws  of  their  country.    Some 
are  flaves  by  birth,  as  are  the  children  of  all  flaves ; 
and  there  are  others  who  not  being  able  to  pay  their 
debts,  are  fold    for   tb.e    benefit  of  their   creditors, 
Thofe  who  have  difobeyed  the  king's  orders  are  ine- 
vitibly  condemned  to  fufFer  death,  and  their  wives 
and  kindred,  to  a  certain  degree,  become  flaves  to 
the  king,  who  fells  them  to  whom  he  pleafes. 

The  common  people  can  neither  read  nor  writey 
they  therefore  in  buying  and  felling  make  ufe  of 
cords  tied  in  knots,  each  of  which  has  a  particular 
fignification.  Thefe  knots  are  in  ufe  among  many 
of  the  favages  of  America.  But  the  great  underftand 
the  Portuguefe  tongue,  which  they  read  and  write 
tery  well. 

About  fifty  miles  eafl:  of  Ardrah  are  fituated  thef 
cape  and  river  of  Formofa,  olherwife  called  Benin, 
from  the  kingdom  of  Great  Benin  on  its  banks.  Thef  i 
country  by  the  fides  of  this  river,  is  very  unhealthful, 
and  peftered  with  mufketoes,  which  are  verytrouble- 
fome  to  the  Europeans,  who  have  had  fadtories  in 
three  vilages  iip  the  river. 

1  he  natives  feem  very  civil  to  each  other ;  and  at 
the  fame  time  are  prudent  and  referved,  efpecially  in 
the  management  of  their  trade,  always  pretending 
to  be  poorer  than  they  really  are,  in  order  to  efcape' 
the  rapacious  hands  of  their  governors. 

The  habit  of  the  Negroes  is  neater  and  more  orna- 
friental  than  that  of  the  Negroes  on  the  Gold  Coal!. 
Ithench  weara  white  calico  or  cotton  cloth,   about 
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a  yard  long,  and  half  a  yard   broad,  which   ferves 

them  for  drawers.     Over  this  they  wear  a  liner  white 

cotton  drefs,  which  is  commonly  i6or  20  yards  long, 

this    is    wrapped   about   them  ;  over  this  is    a  fcart, 

about  a  yard  long,  and  two  fpans  broad,  the  end  of 

I  which  is  adorned  with  fringe  or  iace.   In  thei'e  clothes 

they  appear  abroad  ;  but  at  home  they  wear  a  coarie 

cloth   about   their  waifts    inilead   o;     drawers,     and 

I  above  ad  a  great  painted  Cioth,  of  the  manuia6l:ure 

i  .of  the  country,   which  they  wear  iike  a  cioal<;.     The 

,  meaner  Ibrt  are  dreiled  in  the  fctnie  manner,  only  the 

j  ^lufF  they  wear  is  coarfer. 

The  wives  of  the  great  lords  wear  fine  calico  cloths 
round  their  waiits,  handfomely  chequered  with  fe- 
)  veral  colours.  The  upper  part  of  the  body  is  covered 
:  with  a  beautiful  cloth  about  a  yard  long.  Their 
Decks  are  adorned  with  necklaces  of  coral,  V(.rry 
agreeably  difpofed  ;  their  arms  are  dreiled  up  with 
bright  copper^  or  iron  bracelets  ;  as  are  alfo  the  legs 
of  Ibnje  of  them^  and  their  fingers  are  as  thick 
crowded  with  copper  rings  as  they  can  polfibly  wear 
them.  The  meaner  fort  dilfer  from  the  rich  only  in 
the  goodnefs  of  their  clothes. 

Almoft  all  the  children  go  naked;  th.e  boys  till 
they  are  ten  or  twelve  years  old,  and  the  girls  till  na- 
ture difcoveis  their  maturity:  till  then  they  wear 
only  firings  of  coral  twified  about  their  middies, 
which  are  not  fufficient  to  hide  their  nudities. 

The  men  let  their  hair  grow  in  its  natural  form, 
except  buckling  it  in  two  or  three  places,  in  ord^er 
to  hang  a  great  coral  to  it  ;  but  the  women's  hair  is 
artfully  turned  np  into  great  and  fmall  buckles,  and 
divided  at  the  crov/n  of  the  head  like  a  cork's  romb 
inverted,  by  which  means  the  fmall  curls  are  placed 
in  exa6l  order.  Some  divide  their  hair  into  twenty 
plaits  and  curls. 

The  king  is  an  abfolute  monarch,  his  will  being 
a  law.     Next  to  him  are  three  great  lords^  to  whom 
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all  mud:  addrefs  themfelves  who  want  to  apply  t% 
his  majefty  ;  but  as  they  are  fare  to  inform  him  only 
of  what  they  themielves  pleafe,  the  whole  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  government  depends  on  them.  Next  to 
thefe  are  the  Are  de  Roes,  or  ftreet  kings,  fome  of 
whom  prefide  over  the  commonalty,  and  others 
over  the  flaves;  fosne  over  military  aitairs;  and  others 
over  the  affairs  relating  to  the  cattle,  and  the  fruits 
of  the  earth,  &c. 

From  thefe  Are  de  Roes  are  chofen  the  viceroys 
and  governors  of  the  countries  fubjr(5t  to  the  king  ; 
who  are  recommended  by  the  three  great  lords,  and 
are  ref[)onfible  to  them.  The  king  prefents  to  each  of 
them  a  firing  of  coral,  as  a  mark  ot  their  honour: 
but  tins  firing  they  are  obliged  to  wear  about  their 
necks,  without  ever  daring  to  put  it  olf  on  any 
account  whatfover,  and  if  they  are  lb  unha})py  as 
to  lofe  it,  or  carelefbly  fufFcr  it  to  be  ftolen,  they  are 
certainly  condemned  to  die.  The  king  keeps  thefe 
corals,  which  are  fa6iitious,  in  his  Ov\u  polTelhon  ; 
and  the  counterfeiting,  or  having  any  of  them, 
without  his  grant,  is  puniflied  with  death.  They 
are  made  of  a  ibrt  of  pale  red  earth  or  ftone,  and 
are  fo  well  glazed,  that  they  look  like  fpeckled  marble. 

The  king  has  a  great  revenue  ;  for  his  territories 
are  very  large.  He  keeps  his  court  in  the  city  of 
Benin,  whence  the  river  and  the  whole  kingdom  ■ 
derives  its  name.  This  city  is  of  great  extent,  and 
the  ftreets  are  xery  long  and  broad  ;  and  belides  are 
kept  very  clean  and  neat,  every  woman  cleaning 
her  own  door.  Formerly  it  was  clcfely  bu  It,  and 
in  a  manner  overftocked  with  inhabitants,  but  half 
the  houfes  are  now  in  ruins.  Thofe  that  are  ffill 
Handing  are  large  and  tolerably  handfome,  but  are 
built  with  clay  walls,  there  not  being  a  ftone  in  the 
whole  country  as  big  as  a  man's  fift  They  are 
covered  at  the  top  with  reeds,  ft  raw  or  leaves.  Mar- 
kets are  kept  every  day  in   t\\Q   ftreets,   either  of 
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corn,  cotton,  elephants  teeth,  or  European  wares, 
but  the  inhabitants  are  all  natives,  foreigners  being 
not  permitted  to  live  there. 

The  palace,  which  forms  a  principal  part  of  the 
city,  is  built  upon  a  large  plain,  and  has  no  houies 
joitiing  to  it.  The  firft  place  you  come  to  is  a  very 
long  gallery,  (if  it  may  be  called  by  that  name,) 
fuftained  by  fifty-eight  ftrong  planks,  about  twelve 
feet  high,  mftead  of  pillars  ;  thcfe  are  neither  favved 

;  nor  plained  ;  but  only  hacked  out.  On  paffing  this 
gallery,  you  come  to  a  mud  wall  that  has  three  gates, 

i  at  each  corner  one,  and  one  in  the  middle  ;  this  iail 
fs  adorned  on  the  top  with  a  wooden  turret,  about 
lixty  or  feventy  feet  h  gh,  ornamented  on  the  top 
with  a  large  copper  Aiake,  v;eli  caft.      Entering  one 

:  ol  thefe  gates,  you  come  into  a  large  fquare,  aisrsoO: 

i]  4  quarter  of  a  mile  over,  and  enciofed  by  a  low  wall, 
at  the  oppofite  fide  of  which  you  come  to  another 
kind  of  gallery,   which  has  a  gate  at  each  end  ;  and 

■  palling  through  one  of  them,  a  third  gallery  appears, 
differing  from  the  former  only  in  the  planks  which 
fupport  it,  that  have  fome  little  refen^blance  to  hu- 

:j  Ulan  figures,  but  wretchedly  executed.  Going  through 
a  gate  of  this  gallery  you  enter  another  greater 
fquare,  and  a  fourth   gaibi-y,   beyond  which   is  the 

I  king's  dwelling  houfe,  where  is  another  brazen  lliake. 

,  The  firft  apartment  is  the  king's  audience  chamber, 
where  he  fits  on  an  ivory  couch,  under  a  canopy  of 
Indian  f|lk  ;  this  room  is  adorned  with  feven  ele- 
phants teeth,  made  perfectly  cleail,  and  placed  on 
ivory  pedeftals. 

I       A?i  to  the  religion    of  the  inhabitants  of  Benin, 

I  they  afcribe   to  God  the  attributes  of  ornniprefence. 

'  omnifcience,  and  invilibility,  and  fay  that  he  governs 
all  things  by  his  providence  ;  but  like  the  otiier 
Negroes  on  this  coait,  they  offer  up  their  petitions 
to  things  confecreated  for  that  purpole,  as  elephant's 
teeth,  and  the  like  ;  and  yet  they  think  it  abfurd  to 
make  any   corporeal  reprefentation  of  the    Deity. 
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They  make  daily  offerings  of  a  few  boiled  yams, 
mixed  With  oil,  which  they  la)  betore  their  fubordi- 
nate  deities;  and  iooietinieb  tiiey  otfcr  a  cock  ,  but 
then  the  idol  has  only  the  blood  ;  beeauie  iiwy  like 
theflelh  themfeives.  i  hey  are  laid  to  obiervea  kind 
of  fabbath  every  fifth  day,  on  w/bich  uie  greet  iacri- 
fice  cows,  fheep,  and  goats;  whiie  tiie  conimonaity 
kill  dogs,  cats,  and  ciuckens  ;  and  oi  whatever  is 
killed  large  portions  are  diliribiited  to  the  neceiiitous, 
in  order  to  enable  them  to  celebrar.e  this  fclnval. 
They  have  a  great  ieail  in  Maj ,  called  Liie  coral 
feall,  which  is  the  only  time  when  the  king  appears 
publicly.  On  this  occafion,  he  conus  tnagnificently 
dreiTed  to  the-  fecond  iquare  of  the  palace,  whtre  he 
is  feated  under  a  fine  canopy  ,  his  Vv-ives  and  great 
oilicers  placing  thernieives  around  him.  Soon  after 
they  begin  a  procellioo,  and  the  king  rifes  in  order 
to  offer  facrifices,  during  whivh  he  ib  la  luted  with 
the  loud  acclamations  of  tne  pe05)'e.  In  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  the  king  returns  to  his  place, 
■where  he  ftays  about  two  hours,  in  order  to  give  the 
people  time  to  perform  the.r  devotioiis  ;  which  being 
done,  he  returris  home.  The  remainder  of  the  day 
is  fpent  in  feafting,  and  tb.e  kingcaufi^^s  all  forts  of 
provifions  to  be  djrtrii)utcd  to  all  in  common,  and 
the  great  follow  his  example:  fo  that  on  that  day 
nothing  is  feen  throughout  the  whole  city,  but  all 
poOible  marks  of  rejoicing.  The  reafon  of  this  feftir 
val  is  unknown. 

One  day  in  the  year  they  have  likewife  an  ex- 
penfive  feftival  ia  honour  of  their  deceafed  ancef- 
tors. 

The  men  merry  as  many  women  as  their  circum- 
flaiices  will  allow  them  to  keep  ;  they  have  fcarce  : 
any  marriage  ceremonies  ampng  either  rich  or  poor, 
except  only,  that  the  firft  treat  the  bride's  friends 
more  fplendidly  than  the  others.  They  are  very 
jealous  of  their  wives  with  their  own  countrymen, 
but  place  greater    confidence   in    the   Europeans ; 
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for  they  fisffer  the  latter  freely  to  converfe  with  them; 
but  DO  Nt'gro  IS  allo-^ed  to  cooie  near  the  wooien's 
apartmenr.  Ail  the  difference  between  the  wives  of 
the  great  and  thofe  of  the  meaner  fort,  is,  that  the 
former  are  alv\ays  (liut  up  very  clofe  ;  while  the  latter 
go  every  where. 

Adultery  is  here  puniflied  different  ways  :  If  one 
of  the  commonalty  furprizes  his  wife  in  the  ta(?t,  he 
may  ]av\fu]ly  feize  ah  the  effe6ts  of  the  paramour, 
which  he  may  immediately  apply  to  his  own  ufe  ; 
\  while  he  puniihes  his  wiie  with  a  cudgel  ;  and  thea 
'  turns  her  out  of  doors  to  feek  her  ix)rtune.  The  rich 
revenge  themfelves  the  fame  way  ;  but  the  women's 
relations,  to  av(;id  the  fcandal  that  might  fall  upon 
the  fatnily,  reconcile  the  injured  hufband  by  giving 
hiiu  a  good  fum  of  money,  to  induce  hiu)  to  reflore 
her  again  to  favour.  But  if  the  governors  furprize  a 
perfon  debauching  their  wives,  they  kill  both  on  the 
fpot,  and  then  throw  out  their  dead  bodies,  that 
they  may  become  a  prey  to  the  wild  beafts. 

If  a  woman  bears  two  children  at  a  birtli,  it  is 
believed  to  be  a  good  omen,  and  the  king  is  im- 
mediately informed  of  it,  who  caufes  the  public  joy 
to  be  expreffed  by  all  forts  of  mufic.  This  is  the 
cafe  in  all  the  territories  of  Benin,  except  at  Arebo, 
where  both  the  woman  and  the  twins  are  cruelly 
facriticed  to  a  certain  daemon  which  they  fuppofe 
inhabits  a  wood  near  the  town.  But  if  the  man 
happens  to  have  an  extraordinary  affe6i:ion  for  his 
wife,  he  generally  buys  a  female  flave,  and  iacrifices 
her  in  her  ftead.  At  prefent  tb.e  men,  when  the 
time  of  their  wives  delivery  approaches,  ihnd  them 
to  another  place  where  this  inhuman  cultom  is  not 
Obferved. 

When  the  child  is  feven  days  old,  the  parents 
make  a  fmall  feaft,  imagining  that  the  infant  is  paft 
its  greateft  danger  ;  and  in  order  to  prevent  the 
€vil  fpirits  doing  it  any  niifchief,  they  ftrew  all  the 
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vhiys  with   provliions  ready  diefft^d,  in  order  to  ap-. 
peale  them.  I 

Eight  or  fourteen  days  after  the  birth  of  their  j 
children,  both  males  and  fen^aies  are  circumcifed  ;  I 
the  former  are  btrcit  of  their  prepuce,  and  the  latter  ' 
of  a  fmail  part  of  their  clitoris;  befides  they  make  ^^ 
fmall  inciiions  ail  over  the  bodies  of  the  infants,  in  i 
^  ibrt  of  regular  manner,  expreffing  fomc  figures;' 
and  riOiwithiiaijdijjg  the  cruelty  of  thus  torturing 
the  poor  innocents,  this  cuRorn  is  univerfally  ob- 
ferved  among  the  inhabitants  of  Benin.  j 

If  they  fail  licic  they  have  immediately  recourfe  to 
the  prieft,  who  here,  as  well  as  on  the  Gold  Coaft,  \ 
acts  the  phyfician.  if  his  remedies  prove  inetfedual,  I 
he  has  recourfe  to  facrifices,  and  if  the  patient  re- 
covers is  much  eileemed.  But  the  priefts  are  here 
generally  poor,  bccaufe  on  common  occafions  each 
perfon  oiteis  his  own  flicrifice,  and  performs  the 
fervicc  of  his  idols,   without  troubling  them.  ! 

The   cattle  and  produ('R:ions   of  the  country  are  j 
much  the  fame  as  in  the  other  parts  of  Guinea,  only 
the  country  contains  great  numbers  of  elephants, 
and  lions,  as  well  as  tygcrs. 

Wlien  any  perfon  dies,  the  corpfe  is  wafhed  and 
cleaned,  and  if  a  native  of  Benin  happens  to  die  at 
a  very  diflant  place,  the  body  is  perfedtly  dried  up 
over  a  gentle  lire,  and  put  into  a  coffin,  whofe  planks 
are  clofc  Joined  with  glue,  and  brought  the  firft  op- 
portunity to  that  city,  in  orderto  be  buried.  The 
Reared  relations,  wives  and  Haves,  go  into  mournings 
for  the  deceafed  ;  fome  fi)ave  their  beards,  others  ■ 
half  their  heads.  The  public  mourning  commonly.) 
lalls fourteen  days.  Their  lamentations  and  cries  are 
accomodated  to  the  tunes  of  feverd  mufical  inftru- 
ments  ;  with  large  intermediate  flops,  during  which 
they  drink  very  plentifully.  When  the  funeral  is  over, 
each  perfon  retires  to  his  ov^n  houfe,  and  the  neareft 
relations,  who  continue  in  moummg,  in  this  man- 
ner bewail  the  dead,  during  feveral  months. 
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Their  muncal  inftruments  chiefly  con  lift  of  large 
and  fniall  drums  not  very  different  from  thofe  of 
the  Gold  Coaft  :  they  have  belides  a  fort  of  iron  bells 
on  which  they  play  ;  and  calabalbes  hung  round  with 
cowries,  that  fcrve  them  inftead  of  caftagnets  ;  all 
which  together  afford  a  very  difagreeable  and  jarring 
found.  Befides  thefe  they  have  a  kind  of  harj),  itrung 
with  fix  or  Cewen  extended  reeds,  upon  which  they 
play  with  much  art  ;  at  the  lame  time  they  fmgto  it 
very  agreeably,  and  dance  in  fuch  a  juft  manner  as 
is  very  diverting. 

The  natives  here  are  not  at  all  addi6led  to 
gaming,  for  they  only  play  for  diverfion  ;  but  never 
for  money. 

They  divide  the  time  into  years,  months,  weeks, 
and  days ;  and  reckon  fourteen  months  in  the 
year. 

V  ,They  are  entirely  ignorant  of  the  art  of  war; 
and  it  is  with  the  greateft  reluctance  they  are  brought 
to  face  an  enemy.  Their  weapons  area  fort  of  hang- 
ers, fmall  poniards,  affagays,  bows,  and  poifoned 
arrows.  They  have  light  Ihields  made  of  fmall 
bamboos,  but  as  they  cannot  ward  off  a  forcible  blow 
they  are  of  little  fervice. 

They  are  well  (killed  in  making  feveral  forts  of 
dyes,  as  green,  blue,  red,  yellow,  and  black.  The 
blue  they  prepare  from  indigo,  but  the  other  colours 
they  extract  from  trees.  They  fpin  cotton,  and 
weave  cotton  cloths  in  fuch  quantities,  that  many 
thoufand  pieces  are  exported  every  year.  Befides 
weaving,  they  have  few  mechanical  arts  ;  their  other 
workmen  are  moftly  fmiths,  carpenters,  and  leather 
drelTers :  but  their  workmanfhip  is  fo  clumfy,  that 
an  ingenious  boy  who  Irad  been  but  a  month  or  two 
learning- in  Europewould  excel  them;  though  perhaps 
the  mafters  themfelves  might  be  unable  to  outdo  them 
had  they  only  their  tools.  >> 

IF  pollefled  of  wealth,  the  people  live  well  ;  their 
common  diet  being  beef,  mutton  and  chickens,  with 
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yams  for  bread  ;  which  after  they  have  boiled  {hey 
beat  very  fine,  in  order  to  make  cakes  of  it.  They 
frequently  treat  one  another,  and  generoully  im- 
part a  portion  of  their  fuperfiuity  to  the  neceffitous. 
The  meaner  fort  content  themfelves  with  fmoaked 
or  dried  fifli  :  their  bread  is  alfo  yams,  bananas,! 
and  beans,  and  their  drink,  water  and  pardon  wine, 
which  is  none  of  the  bell. 

The  king,  and  the  great  lordsy  and  every  go- 
vernor, who  is  but  indifferently  rich,  fubfift  feveral 
poor  at  their  refidence  ;  employing  thofe  who  are  fit 
for  any  work,  and  charitably  ftipporting  thofe  in- 
capable of  labour  without  working  ;  fo  that  there 
are  here  no  beggars,  nor  do  we  find  any  among 
them  remarkably  poor.  They  fhew  their  liberality 
fey  mutual  prefents  of  all  forts  of  goods  which  they 
fend  to  each  other,  and  likewife  fliew  their  hofpitality 
"by  giving  the  Europeans  prodigious  quantities  of 
]fefrefliing  provifions. 
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FRANCIS  MOORE. 


pontaining  the  author's  arrival  at  James's  Fort  in  the  river  Gambia, 
an  account  of  the  company's  faftories  there;  a  defcription  of  the 
different  nations  inhabiting  the  banks  of  that  river,  with  theijr 
jnannersj  cuftoms,  religion,  and  the  climate  of  the  country. 


JL  LEFT  England  in  July  1730,  on  my  bein^ 
appointed  a  writer  in  the  fervice  of  the  royal  African 
company,  and  on  the  9th  of  November  came  to  an 
anchor  in  the  mouth  of  the  Gambia.  As  we  failed 
up  that  river  near  the  Ihore^  the  country  appeared 
very  beautiful,  being  for  the  moft  part  woody  ;  and 
between  the  woods  werepleafant  green  rice  grounds, 
which  after  the  rice  is  cut,  are  flocked  with  cattle. 
On  the  eleventh  we  landed  at  James's  ifland,  which  is 
fituated  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  that  is  here  at 
leaft  feven  miles  broad.  This  ifland  lies  about  ten 
leagues  from  the  river's  mouth,  and  is  about  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  in  circumference.  Upon  it  is  a 
fquare  ftone  fort  regularly  built,'  with  four  haftions  ; 
and  upon  each  are  feven  guns  well  mounted,  that 
command  the  river  all  round  ;  belides^  under  the 
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walls  of  the  fort  facing  the  fea,  are  two  round  bat- 
terieSj  on  each  of  which  are  four  Jarge  cannon  well 
mounted,  that  carry  ball  of  twenty-four  pounds 
weight,  and  between  thefe  are  nme  fraall  guns 
mounted  for  falutes. 

Belides  the  fort,  there  are  feveral  faclories  upon 
the  river,  fettled  tor  convenience  of  trade',  but  they 
are  all  under  the  direction  of  the  governor  and  chief 
merchants  of  the  fort.  For  this  purpofe  the  com- 
pany have  here  three  or  four  Hoops  of  about  thirty 
tons  each,  and  about  the  fame  number  of  long-boats; 
fome  of  which  are  conifantly  employed  in  fetching 
provifionS  and  water  from  the  main  tor  the  iife  of 
the  garrifon,  and  the  reft  are  employed  in  carrying 
goods  up  to  the  factories,  and  brmging  from  them 
fiaveSj  elephants  teeth,  and  wax. 

On  my  arrival^  I  had  a  good  apartment  given  me 
near  the  compting-houie.  1  dieted  with  the  reft  of  the 
writers,  at  what  was  called  the  fecond  table  ;  and  we 
had  freOi  provisions  in  plenty,  there  being  a  beaft 
killed  every  otlier  day  ;  fowls  were  brought  daily  by 
the  natives  to  (ell  to  the  governor,  and  he  allowed 
every  perlbn  who  did  not  care  for  beef,  to  have  them 
at  a  very  eafy  rate.  Our  table,  as  well  as  that  of  the. 
governor's,  wasalmoft  every  d  sy  fupplied  with  greens 
from  the  company's  garden  at  Gillyfree,  tor  which  wc' 
paid  nothing.  Flour  we  were  well  fupplied  with  by 
the  company,  and  having  a  baker  on  the  ifiand  we 
had  very  good  bread  made  us  every  day.  Oyftcrs  we 
had  when  we  pleafed,  for  at  low-water  we  couid  get 
them  at  the  N.  N.  W.  point  of  the  ifiand.  We  had 
wine  and  brandy  at  a  moderate  price,  and  when  the 
governor  had  any  qiiantity  of  beer,  we  had  a  pretty 
good  (liare  of  it.  In  Ihore,  we  want?d  for  nothing 
that  was  necefFary  in  regard  to  diet;  but  every  one 
who  come  there  ought  to  bring  beddmg,  clothes  and 
cheits.  As  foon  as  a  perfon  arrives,  it  is  ufual  to 
agree  with  fome  women  at  Gillyfrti-ej  on  the  oppofite 
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ttftitinent,  to  wadi  their  linen,  which  they  do   by 
nwie  month,  with  good  foapof  their  own  making 
^-      On  the  i6th,  Mr.  John  Hamilton,  my  ihipmate, 
;;  was  ordered  up  to  manage  the  fa6tory  at  Tancrowail, 
fettling  their  chiefly   for  bees-wax.     This  town    is 
divided  into  two  parts,  one  for  the  Portuguefe,  and 
;  the  other  for  the  Mundingoes.     The  fortner  isve  in 
large  fquare  houfes,  the  latter  in  round  huts,   made 
of  a  good  f.it   binding  clay,   which  foon   hardens; 
r  they  are  about  twenty  feet  diameter,  and  about  eight 
feet  high,   with  a  roof  like  that  of  a  beehive  made 
either  of  ftraw  or  palmetto  leaves,  fo  well  fitted  to- 
gether, that  the  rain  cannot  penetrate,   nor  the  heat 
of  the  fun  ftrike  through  them,     Tancrowail  is  the 
refidence  of  the    prieft  annually  fent  over  from  St. 
Jago,  one  of  the  Cape  de  Verd  ifiands,  who   has  a 
church  here,  in  which,  during  the  prielt's  ftay,  niafs 
is  faid  almoll  every  day.     Here  are  many  of  the  de- 
fcendants  of  the  Portuguefe,  who  fend  canoes  up  the 
river  to  trade  once  or  twice  a  year:   by  which  means 
they  have  made  this  town  a  place  of  great  refort,  and 
the  richefl  in  the  whole  river.      It  is  about  half  a  mile 
in  length,  and  pleafantly  fituated  by  the  water-ikie, 
with  a  woody  hill  behind   it. 

A  night  or  two  after,  I  fupped  upon  oyRers  that 
grew  upon  trees:  this  being  foniewhat  remarkable, 
it  may  be  though  worthy  of  an  explanation.  ^  Down 
the  river  where  the  water  is  lalt,  and  near  the  fea, 
the  river  is  bounded  with  trees  called  mangroves, 
whofe  leaves  beitig  long  and  heavy,  weigh  the  boughs 
into  the  water:  to  thefe  leaves  the  young  oyfters 
faften  in  great  quantities,  where  they  grow  till  they 
are  very  large,  and  then  you  cannot  feparate  thcni 
from  the  tree;  but  are  obliged  to  cut  off  the  bougKs, 
with  the  oy iters  hanging  on  them,  refenihling  ropes 
of  onions. 

On  tiie  2oth,  I  went  to  St.  Domingo  on  the  main 
land,  which  was  the  firll:  time  of  my  landing  upon 
the  continent  of  Africa.  I  walked  from  St.  Doming© 
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to  Gillyfree,  which  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  all 
the  way  through  grafs  eight  or  nine  feet  high.  By 
the  way  we  faw  a  great  number  of  lizards,  fome  of 
which  have  heads  as  yellow  as  gold.  St.  Domingo 
lies  on  the  north  lide  of  the  river,  dire6iiy  oppofite 
to  James's  ifland,  and  confifts  only  of  a  few  round 
huts  belonging  to  the  company,  in  which  fome  of 
their  caftle- (laves  live  who  cut  wood  for  the  ufe  of  the 
fort,  take  care  of  a  well,  and  fill  the  calks  daily 
brought  over  from  the  fort  for  that  purpofe. 

On  the  22d  of  February,  one  of  the  kings  of  Fo- 
iiia  came  to  the  fort,  and  on  his  landing,  was  faluted 
v/ith  five  guns.     He  came  to  fee  the  governor,  or 
rather  to  alk  for  fome  powder  and  ball,  in  order  to 
enable   him  to  defend  himfelf  againft  fome  people 
with  whom  he  was  at  war ;  he  was  a  young  man, 
very  black,  tall,  and  vyell  fet  j  was  drelfed  in  a  pair- 
of  fhort,  yellow   cotton-cloth  breeches,  and  wore  on 
his  back  a  garment  of  the  fame  cloth^  made  like  a 
furplice:   he   had   on  his  head  a  very  large  cap,  tp 
which   was  fattened  part  of  a  goat's  tail,  which   is  a 
cuftomary  ornament  with  the  great  men  of  this  river, 
but  he  had  no  fhoes  nor  fiockings.     He  and  his  reti- 
nue came  in  a  large  canoe  holding  about  i6  people, 
all  armed  with  guns  and  cutiailes.     With  him  came 
two  or  three  women,  and  the  fame  number  of  Mun- 
dingo  drums,  y/hich  are  about  a  yard  long,  and  a 
foot,  or  twenty  inches  diameter  at  the  top,   but  lefs 
at  the   bottom  ;  made  out  of  a  folid  piece  of  wood,  , 
and  covered  only  at  the  wideit  end  with  the  ikin  of  a  . 
kid.     They  beat  upon  them   with   their  left  hand,  , 
iiling  only  one  drum-ftick;  and  the  women  will  dance  i 
VQiy  briikly  to  the  found.     They  ftaid  at  the  fort  all  I 
night,  and  then   returned  home;  having  nine  guns  s 
fired  at  their  going  offV 

It  may  be  here  proper  to  obferve,  that  there  are 
many  different  kingdoms  on  the  banks  of  the  Gambia, 
inhabited  by  feveral  races  of  people,  as  Mundingoes, 
Julloiifs,  Pholeys,  Floops,  and    Portuguefeo      T|ig 
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moft  niimerotis  are  called  Mundingoes,  as  is  likewife 
the  country  they  inhabit:  they  are  generally  of  a  black 
colour,  and  well  fet.  When  this  country  was  con- 
quered by  the  Portuguefe  about  the  year  1420,  fome 
of  that  nation  fettled  in  it,  who  have  cohabited  with 
thefe  Mundingoes,  till  they  are  now  very  near  as 
black  as  they  :  but  as  they  ftill  retain  a  fort  of  baftard 
Portuguefe  language  called  Creole  and  as  they  chriften 
and  marry  by  the  help  of  a  prieft  annually  fent  thi- 
ther from  St.  Jago,  one  of  the  Cape  de  Verd  iflands, 
they  ftill  efteem  themfelves  Portuguefe  Chriftians,  as 
much  as  if  they  were  actually  natives  of  Portugal, 
and  nothing  angers  them  more  than  to  call  them 
Megroes,  that  being  a  term  they  ufe  only  for  (laves. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  river  Gambia,  and  from 
thence  inland,  are  a  people  called  Joiloiffs,  whofe 
country  extends  even  to  the  river  Senegal.  Thefe 
people  are  much  blacker,  and  handfomer  than  the 
Mundingoes  ;  for  they  have  not  the  broad  nofes  and 
thick  lips  peculiar  to  the  Mundingoes  and  Fioops. 

In  every  kingdom  and  country  on  each  fide  of  the 
river  are  people  of  a  tawny  colour,  called  Pholeys, 
who  refemble  the  Arabs,  whofe  language  moft  of 
them  fpeak  ;  for  it  is  taught  in  their  fchools,  and  the 
kbran,  which  is  alfo  their  law,  is  in  that  language. 
They  are  more  generally  learned  in  the  Arabic,  than 
the  people  of  Europe  are  in  Latin;  for  they  can  moft 
of  them  fpeak  it,  though  they  have  a  vulgar  tongue 
called  Pholey.  They  live  in  hoards  or  clans,  build 
towns,  and  are  not  fubjeft  to  any  of  the  kings  of  the 
country,  though  they  live  in  their  territories  ;  for  if 
they  are  ufed  ill  in  one  nation,  they  break  up  their 
towns,  and  remove  to  another.  They  have  chiefs  of 
their  own,  who  rule  with  fuch  moderation,  that 
every  a6t  of  government  fcems  rather  an  aS.  of  the 
people-  than  of  one  man.  This  form  of  government 
is  eafiiy  adminiftered,  becaule  the  people  are  of  a 
good  and  quiet  dlfpoiition,  and  fo  well  inftru6ted  in 
what  isjuft  and  right,  that  a  man  who  does  ill,  is  the 
abomination  of  all. 
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In  thefe  countries  the  natives  are  not  avaricious  of 
lands  :  they  ciefire  no  more  than  what  they  ufe  ;  and 
as  they  do  not  plough  witli  horfes  or  cattle,  they  can 
ufe  but  very  little.  Hence  the  kings  are  willing  to 
allow  the  Pholeys  to  cultivate  the  land,  and  live  in 
their  dominiopiS.  They  plant  tobacco  near  their 
houfes,  and  all  round  their  towns  they  jjlant  cotton  ; 
beyond  that  are  their  corn  fields,  of  which  they  raife 
the  four  kinds  ufualiy  produced  all  over  this  coun- 
try ;  that  is,  maize,  or  Indian  corn,  rice,  and  the 
larger,  and  ieller  Guinea  corn.  In  Gambia  is  nc 
wheat,  barley,  rye,  oats,  nor  any  other  European 
grain;  but  they  have  a  kind  of  pulfe  between  the 
kidney- bean  and  pea,  and  alfo  potatoes  and  yams. 
The  Indian  corn  they  fet  in  holes,  about  four  feet 
diliance  from  each  other,  fo  that  it  grows  up  like 
hops  and  Hioots  about  eight  or  ten  feet  high  in  large 
canes,  V'/ith  the  ears  growing  out  of  the  fides.  The 
rice  vviiich  is  efteemed  their  choiceft  food,  they  fet 
in  rills,  as  we  do  peafe  ;  it  grows  in  wet  grounds, 
and  the  ears  refemble  thofe  of  oats.  The  largeft 
Guinea  corn  is  round,  fand  about  the  lize  of  the 
fmallelt  peafe  :  they  fow  it  as  we  do  wheat  and  barley  : 
it  grows  to  nine  or  ten  feet  high,  upon  a  fmail  reed, 
and  the  grain  is  in  a  larje  tuft  at  the  top.  The  leiTer 
Guinea  corn,  called  by  the  Portuguefe  manfaroke, 
is  fowed  by  hand,  and  fnoots  to  the  fame  hight,  on  a 
large  reed,  on  the  top  of  which  the  corn  grows  on  a 
head  bke  a  bulrufh  :  the  grain  is  very  fmall,  and  like 
canary  feed,  only  lari:^er. 

The  natives  make  no  bread,   but  thicken  liquids 
with  the  flour  of  the  different  grains.      The  maizei 
they  moRly  ufe  when  green,   parching  it  in  the  ear," 
w  hen  it  eats  like  green  peas.     Their  rice  they  boil  in 
the  fa  ire  manner  as  is  pra6fifed  by  the  Turks  ;  and  ; 
make  flour  of   the  Guinea  corn  and  manfaroke,  as 
they  alfo  fometimesdo  of  the  two  former  fpecies,  by 
beating  it  in    wooden  mortars.     The  natives  never 
bake  cakes  or  bread  for  thernfeives^  but  thofe  of  their 
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^Omen  who  live  among  the  Europeans  learn  to  do 
both. 

The  Pholeys  are  the  greateft  planters  in  the  coun- 
try, though  they  are  ftrangers  in  it.  They  are  very 
indulh-ious  an  i  frugal^  and  raife  much  more  corn, 
and  cotton  than  they  confume,  which  they  Tell  at. 
reafonable  rates,  and  are  fo  remarkable  tor  their 
hofpitaiity,  that  the  natives  efreern  it  a  blelling  to 
liave  a  Pholey  town  in  their  ncighf-  ourhood  :  belides 
their  behaviour  has  gamed  them  fuch  reputation,  that 
it  is  erteemed  infamous  tor  any  one  to  treat  them  in 
an  inhoipitable  manner.  Though  their  humanity 
extends  to  ail,  they  are  doubly  kmd  to  people  of  their 
own  race;  and  if  they  kr.ov*/  of  any  one  of  their  body 
being  made  a  ilave,  all  the  Pholeys  will  unite  to  re- 
deem h\m.  As  they  have  plenty  of  food,  they  never 
fuifer  any  of  their  own  people  to  want,  but  fupport 
the  old,  the  blind  and  the  lame,  equally  with  the 
others.  1  hey  are  feldom  angry,  and  I  never  heard, 
them  abufj  each  other  ;  yet  this  mlldnefs  does  not 
proceed  from  want  of  courage  ;  for  they  are  as  brave 
as.  any  people  of  Africa,  and  are  very  expert  in  the 
life  of  their  arms,  which  are  the  afTagay,  fhort  cut- 
latTes,  bows  and  arrows,  and  even  guns  upon  occaiion. 
They  commonly  fettle  near  fome  Mundingo  town; 
there  being  fcarre  any  one  of  note,  efpecially  up  the 
river,  that  has  not  a  Pholey  town  near  it.  They  are 
it:ri6l  Mahometans  ;  and  fcarcely  any  of  them  will 
drink  brandy,  or  any  thing  Itronger  than  fugar  and 
water. 

They  breed  cattle,  and  are  very  dexterous  at 
managing  them,  lb  that  the  Mundingoes  leave  theirs 
to  tneir  care.  The  whole  herd  belonging  to  a  town 
feed  all  the  day  in  the  llivannahs,  and  after  the  crop 
isoflf,  in  the  rice  grounds.  They  have  a  place  without 
each  town  for  the  cattle,  in  the  middle  of  which  they 
raife  a  iiage  about  eiglit  feet  high  trom  the  ground, 
and  eight  or  ten  feet  wide  ;  to  this  is  a  ladder,  and. 
over  it  a  roof  thatch,  with  (he  fides  ail  open.  Round 
VOL.   vj.  O  q 
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this  ftage  they  fix  a  number  of  flakes,  and  every 
night  the  cattle  are  brought  up,  and  each  beaft  tied 
to  a  feparate  flake,  with  a  ftrong  rope  made  of  the 
barks  of  trees.  The  cows  are  then  milked,  and 
four  or  five  men  flay  upon  the  flage  all  night  with 
their  arms,  to  guard  them  from  the  lions  and  other 
wild  hearts.  Their  houfes  are  built  in  a  very  regular 
manner,  and  placed  at  a  diftance  from  each  other, 
to  avoid  fire. 

They  are  likewife  great  huntfmen,  and  not  only 
kill  lions,  tygers,  and  other  wild  beafls ;  but  often 
go  20  or  30  in  a  company  to  hunt  elephants,  whofe 
teeth  they  fell,  and  whole  fledi  they  fmoke-dry  and 
eat,  Keeping  it feveral  months  together.  Tlie  ele- 
phants, they  fay,  generally  go  one  or  two  hundred 
in  a  drove,  and  do  great  mifchief  by  pulling  up  th^ 
trees  by  the  roots,  and  trampling  down  the  corn  ;  to 
prevent  which,  the  natives  when  they  have  any  fuf- 
picion  of  their  coming,  make  fires  all  round  their' 
corn  to  keep  them  out. 

The  Pholeys  are  almoft  the  only  people  who  make! 
butter,  and  of  whom  cattle  can  be  purchafed  at  fome 
diftance  up  the  river.  They  are  very  particular  in 
their  drefs,  and  never  wear  any  clothes  but  fuch  as 
are  of  white  cotton,  which  they  make  themfelves. 
They  are  always  very  clean,  efpecially  the  women, 
who  keep  their  houfes  exceeding  fweet.  Howeveri 
in  fome  things  they  are  fuperftitious,  in  particular  if 
they  know  any  body  boils  the  new  milk  bought- of 
them,  they  will  not  on  any  confideration,  fell  that  i 
perfon  any  more,  beciiufe  they  fay,  that  boiling  the  : 
milk  makes  the  cows  dry,  ; 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river,  oppofite  James' 
fort,  in  the  empire  of  Fonia,  and  but  a  little  way 
inland,  are  a  fort  of  people  called  Floops,  who  are 
in  ai  manner  wild  :  they  border  on  the  Mundin- 
goes,  who  are  bitter  enemies  to  them.  Their 
country  is  of  vafl  extent,  but  they  have  no  king  '. 
€*ich  of  their  towns  is  fortified  with  a  double  row  of 
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ilakes  drove  all  round  them  and  filled  up  with  clay  : 
but  though  they  are  independent  of  each  other,  and 
under  the  government  of  no  one  chief;  they  unite 
fo  firmly,  that  all  the  force  of  the  Mundingoes  can- 
not get  the  better  of  them. 

The  moft  general  language  ufed  in  thefe  couritries 
is  the  Mundingo  ;  and  if  you  can  fpeak  it,  you  may 
travel  from  the  river's  mouth  up  to  the  country  of 
the  Joncoes,  or  the  riierchants,  a  people  fo  called, 
from  their  annually  buying  a  great  number  of  Haves 
there,  and  bringing  them  down  to  the  lower  parts 
of  the  river,  to  fell  them  to  the  Europeans  ;  though 
I  believe  their  country  cannot  be  lefs  than  fix  weeks 
journey  from  James'  fort. 

The  next  language  raoftly  ufed  here  is  called  the 
Creole  Portuguefe,  though  I  believe  it  would  be 
fcarce  underftood  at  Lifbon  ;  it  is,  however,  fooner 
learnt  by  Engliflimen,  than  any  other  language 
ufed  on  the  banks  of  this  river,  and  is  always  fpoken 
by  the  linguifts  or  interpreters  ;  and  thefe  two  I 
learnt  whillt  in  the  river.  - 

The  Arabic  is  not  only  fpoken  by  the  Pholeys, 
but  by  moft  of  the  Mahometans  in  the  river,  though 
they  are  Mundingoes  ;  and  it  is  obferved,  that  thofe 
who  can  write  that  language  are  not  only  very  ftri6l 
at  their  devotions  three  or  four  times  a  day  ;  but  are 
fo  remarkably  fober  and  abftemious  in  their  manner 
»  of  living,  that  they  would  rather  die  than  drink 
ftrong  liquors,  and  rather  faft,  than  eat  anything 
that  is  not  killed  by  one  of  their  own  way  of  thinking. 
All  the  Mundingoes  pay  them  great  veneration,  and 
if  any  of  them  are  ill,  they  apply  to  one  of  thefe 
Mahometans  for  a  cure  ;  not  by  inward  potions  ; 
but  only  by  a  note  wrote  on  a  fttiall  piece  of  paper 
to  wear  about  them,  imagining,  that  while  they 
carry  a  paper  wrote  by  a  holy  man,  no  ill  can  happen 
to  them,  or  continue  long  with  them  ;  but  the  woriu 
of  it  is,  they  pay  a  great  price  for  thefe  papers ;  by 
which  means  the  Mahometans,    commonly  called 
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Bufherines,  are  generally  richer,  and  enjoy  greater 
plenty  than  mofi;  of  the  other  MunJingoes. 

Beiides  the  above  languages,  there  are  otht-rs  pe- 

,  cnliar  to  every  kingdom  ;   fuch  is  that  of  the  Flooj).?^ 

the  Banyoons,   the  JoiloiiFs,  and    Bunibroiigs  ;  the 

latter  is  ufed  very  high  up  the  river  in  the  merchants 

country. 

On  the  4th  of  April  I  went  to  Gillyfree,  which 
is  a  large  town,  a  little  below  Juines'  Fort,  in- 
habited by  Portugucfe,  Mmidrngoes  and  fonie  Ma- 
Jionrietans,  who  have  here  a  pretty  little  mofque.. 
The  Englifh  company  have  a  tadtory  here  pleafantly 
fituated,  facing  the  fort,  and  alio,  as  i  liave  already 
obferved,  Idme  gardens  that  lupply  the  fort  with 
greens  and  fruit.  The  country  round  thetowii  aftord-s 
fine  (hooting,  and  were  it  not  too  fjndy,  it  would 
be  pleafant  walking  Here  are  great  numbers  of 
plantain  and  banana  trees  ;  guavas,  orange  an^ 
lime-trees  ;  and  among  the  birds  are  many  pelicans, 
■which  are  as  large  as  a  i  ooie,  and  much  of  the 
fame  colour  :  they  have  a  very  long-  hill,  and  under 
it  is  a  very  large  bag.  They  live  upon  lifli,  an*;! 
therefore  are  commonly  near  the  rivers. 

A  native  here  took  me  to  his  houfe,  and  fEewe^ 
ine  a  great  number  of  arrows,  daubed  over  with  a 
black  mixture,  faid  to  be  fo  venemous,  that  if  the 
arrow  did  but  draw  blood  it  vvould  be  niortal,  un'.cis 
the  perfon  who  madethe  rniKture  had  a  mind  to  cure 
it ;  for  the  man  obferved,  that  there  were  no  poifon- 
otis  herbs,  v^'hofe  efft6fs  might  not  be  prevented  by 
the  application  of  other  heibs. 

On  the  irth,  came  down  the  river  a  vedel  com- 
manded by  Captain  Pyke,  a  feparate  trader,  from 
Joar,  loaded  with  flaves,  among  whom  was  a  perfon 
of  an  elegant  figure,  named  Job  Ben  Solomon,  uho 
was  of  the  Fholey  race,  and  fon  to  the  high  prieft 
of  Bundo,  in  Foota,  a  place  about  ten  days  journey 
from  Gillyfree.  This  perfon  was  travelling  on  the 
fide  of  the  Gambia,  with  a  fervant,  aud  about 
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twenty  or  thirty  head  of  cattle,  which  induced  the 
king  of  a  country  a  little  way  within  the  land  to 
feize  not  only  the  cattle,  but  Job  and  his  man,  both 
of  whom  he  fold  for  llaves  to  Captain  Fyke.  The 
Pholeys,  liis  humane  countrymen,  would  have  re- 
de^-med  hini;  but  they  had  the  mortification  to  find 
that  he  was  carried  out  of  the  river  before  they  had- 
notice  of  his  being  a  Have,  and  Captai'n  Pyke  failed 
with  hun  to  Maryland.  Job,  who  was  a  perfon  of 
extraordinary  abilities,  and  diftingudhed  merit,  was 
not  ib'  unh.)ppy  as  he  had  reafon  to  expect  ;  but  his 
adventures  will  be  hereafter  related,  when  I  fhali 
have  occafion  to  mention  his  return  to  this  country. 

On  the  4th  of  June  two  jolloiiFs  came  to  James' 
ifland  to  feii  cotton  clothes  :  thefe  they  make  very 
fine,  and  in  large  quantities :  their  pieces  are  geiie- 
raliy  twenty-feven  yards  long  ;  but  are  never  above 
nine  inches  broad  ;  but  they  few  them  neatly  to- 
gether to  make  them  lerve  for  broader  clotiis.  They 
iciean  the  co-ton  from  the  feed  by  hand,  and  then 
fpin  it  with  a  fpindle  and  diltaff,  after  which  they 
weave  it  with  a  fhuttle  and  loom  of  very  coarie 
workmanlhip.  In  order  to  drefs  themfelves  with 
thefe  cloths,  they  make  them  into  pairs,  one  about 
three  yards  loiig,  and  a  y^rd  and  a  half  wide,  to 
cover  their  liiouiders  and  body;  the  other  almof!:  of 
the  fame  .width,  and  but  two  yards  long,  to  cover 
them  iro(n  the  wailt  downwards.  This  pair  of  cloths 
is  tt^e  cioihmg  of  either  a  man  or  v;oman,  the  only 
ditterence  hem^  in  the  manner  of  wearing  them.  I 
have  i^cen  a  pair  of  thefe  cloths  lb  fine,  and  of  fa 
bright  a  dye,  as  to  be  worth  il.  los.  ftcrling.  Their 
colours  are  either  blue  or  yellow,  f;me  ver_y  lively  : 
the  rirft  is  dyed  with  indigo,  and  the  otljer  with  the 
bark  of  trees. 

On  the  29th,  the  governor  and  I  fet  out  for 
Vintain,  where  we  arrived  in  tb.rce  hour.-.,  tho'jgh 
it  lies  about  fix  leagues  from  James'  Fort.  sSome 
part  of  the  way  is  up  the  river  of   the  lame  name* 
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The  town  belongs  to  one  of  the  kings  of  Fonia, 
and  is  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  lide  of  a  hill  clofe 
to  the  river,  it  is  inhabited  both  by  Portuguefe 
and  Mahometans,  the  latter  of  whom  have  a  hand- 
fome  nioique.  Is  is  noted  for  plenty  of  provifions, 
great  quantities  of  which  are  brought  by  the  Floops, 
who  border  on  it  ;  and  the  company  have  a  fmall 
fa6tory  there  to  buy  bees-wax:  above  the  town  is 
fine  graf-i,  and  feme  trees,  that  render  its  fituation 
very  pltafant. 

On  our  coming  to  the  town,  the  alcade,  and  all 
the  principal  inhabitants  came  to  welcome  ns,  and 
fcon  after  came  the  prince,  in  \\  hofe  dominions  the 
town  is  fituated.  The  common  people  were  dreffed 
with  a  cloth  round  their  waifts  that  reached  to  their 
knees,  and  another  cloth  over  their  right  fhoulder  ; 
for  the  men  have  commonly  one  Ihoulder  bare, 
which  the  women  have  not;  the  clothes  of  the 
latter  generally  reach  as  low  as  tlie  fmall  of  their 
legs.  They  are  very  proud  of  their  hair  ;  fome  wear 
it  in  tufts  and  bunches,  others  cut  it  in  croffes,  and 
others  again  firing  coral  or  beads  upon  it.  Thq 
men  have  common'y  caps  of  cotton  cloth,  fome  plain, 
and  fome  adorned  with  feathers  and  goats  tails.  The 
women  general  y  wear  handkerchiefs  t'ed  rou.nd 
their  heads,  leaving  the  crown  bare,  and  for  want 
of  a  handkerchief,  they  ufe  a  flip  of  blue  or  white 
cotton  cloih  :  a  great  many  of  them,  efpccially  up 
the  river,  wear  on  the  crown  of  tlie  head  a  good 
number  of  fmall  horfe  belis. 

Their  towns  conlift   of  a   number  of  huts   built 
promifcuoufiy   t'^'gether;  each  hut  is  generally  four- 
teen or  fifteen   yards  in  circumference,    built   withi 
clay, and  covered  with  long  njvSs,  qy  palmetto  leaves.; 
They   generally  keep    their  houfes  very  clean  ;   but^ 
the  ftinking  nfh,  and  other  things  they  keep  in  them, 
prevent  their  being  very  fweet. 

The  inh--bitants  are    not   very    curious  in    their 
furniture ;  for  the  moil  that  any  of  them  have  is  a 
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'mall  cheft  for  clothes,  a  mat  raifed  upon  pods  from 
the  ground,  to  lie  on  ;  a  jar  to  hold  water,  a  caia- 
balli  to  drink  it  with  ;  two  or  three  wooden  mortars, 
in  wliich  they  pound  their  corn  and  rice;  a  baiket 
which  they  ufe  as  a  fieve^  and  two  or  three  large 
clabafhes,  out  of  which  they  eat  with  their  hands 
inftead  of  fpoons.  They  are  not  very  careful  of 
laying  up  ftore  againil  a  time  of  fcarcity  ;  butchufe 
rather  to  fell  what  they  can,  as  upon  occafion  they 
can  faft  two  or  three  days  without  eating  ;  but  then 
they  are  always  fmoaking  tobacco,  which  is  of  their* 
own  growth.  The  boll  of  their  pipes  is  neatly  made 
of  a  reddiili  coloured  clay  ;  but  the  Hems  are  only  a 
piece  of  reed  or  a  fmall  ftick  bored  through  with  a 
hot  iron  wire,  and  fome  of  them  are  fix  feet  long. 
After  they  have  bored,  they  polifn  them  with  rough 
leaves  till  they  are  very  fmooth,  white  and  handfome. 
They  fallen  the  boll  and  ftem  together  with  a  piece 
of  red  leather,  and  fometimes  have  a  fine  leather 
tafTei  hanging  to  the  middle  of  the-pipe.  The  mer- 
chants who  travel  much,  carry  with  them  pipes  of  fo 
large  a  lize,  that  the  bolls  of  fome  of  them  liold  do 
lefs  than  half  a  pint. 

But  to  proceed  :  the  governor  expecting  to  receive 
orders  for  appointing  me  a  factor,  lent  me  on  tiie 
28th  of  Auguit  to  Joar,  to  learn  the  nature  of  the 
trade.  Joar  is  fituaced  in  the  kingdom  of  Barfally 
about  three  miles  from  a  large  town  called  Cowar^ 
in  a  fine  favannah,  furrounded  with  woods  that  har- 
bour wild  beafts,  which  you  may  hear  howling  and 
roaring  every  night.  It  is  abotit  two  m  les  from 
the  Gambia,  and  inhabited  by  a  few  Portuguele  ; 
It  confnlsonly  of  ten  iioufes,  befides  one  belonging 
to  the  king  of  Barfally,  and  the  Englilh  fad'iory  ; 
but  the  two  laft  take  up  as  much  ground  as  all  the 
others.  About  a  mile  from  it  is  a  ]edge  of  high 
and  rocky  hills  covered  with  tree?,  whic!)  then., lives 
fay,  run  a  hundred  leagues  up  the  country.  In  the 
furamer-  it   i§   pleafant"  walking  on  thefe  hills:  but 
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the  wild  beafts  being  driven  thither  in  the  rainy" 
leafori,  by  the  low  ground  being  covered  with  water; 
one  cannot  wjik  there  v/ithont  danger.  In  that 
ieafon^  the  frogs,  of  which  there  are  vaft  numbers^ 
i3Hich  hirger  than  thole  of  England,  rnal;:e  in  tlie 
rright,  as  much  noife  as  a  pack  of  hounds,  and  at 
a  good-  diftance,  the  found  is  not  very  unlike  it. 
About  the  above  fivanhai-^  are  plenty  of  deer,  biiffli- 
loes,  wild  hogs,  partridges,  geefe,  ducks,  and  quails; 
which  arc  \ery  good  eating,  and  admired  by  the 
natives  tliemfelves.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  par- 
tridges here  have  fonietimes  two  large  fpurs  on  one 
leg.  Theie  is  here  a  remarkable  bird,  of  about  the 
fize  of  a  pigeon,  v\h!ch  conies  abroad  at' duil-i,  and 
has  four  wings. 

Here  are  aifo  camekons,  and  great  nunnbers  of 
crocodiles^  which  tiie  natives  kill  and  eat:  th.e}' ad- 
mire both  them  and  their  eggs,  which  I  liave  fre- 
quently feen  them  eat,  when  they  had  young  ones 
in  them  as  long  as  my  finger.  This  is  one  of  their 
niceft  di files. 

W  hi  1ft  I  was  here,  I  ftiw  an  oft  rich,  with  a  man 
riding  uj;on  its  back,  who  was  going  down  to  the 
fort :  it  being  a  prefent  to  the  governor,  from  one  of 
our  factors,   who    bought  it  at  Fatatenda. 

Soon  afrer  my  arrival  at  Joar,  the  king  of  "Barfally 
came    thither,  attended    by    three   of    his    brothers, 
above  loo  horfemen,  and  as  many  foot,  and  tliough 
he  had  a  houie  of  his  own   in  the   town,  infsfted  on 
lying  at  the  ra<51ory.     Mr.  Roberts,  Mr.   Harrifon, 
who  were  tadors,  and  1  were  all   the  Englifti  there. i 
The  king  immediately  took  polieflion  of  Mr.  Roberta'si 
bed,    and   then    having    drank    brandy    till    h.e   was? 
drunk,  ordered    Mr.   Roberts   to  be   lield,  \vhile  he 
himfelf  took  out  of  his  pocket  the  keys  of  the  ftore- 
lioufe,  into  which  he  and  feveral  of  his  people  went.* 
and  took  vvhat  tliey  plcafed  :   he  fearched  chiefly  for 
brandy  ;  of  which    there    happened   to   be   but  one 
anker  ;  he  took  that,  and  having  drank  till  he  was 
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dead   drunk,    was    put  to  bed.     This  anker  lalted. 
him  three  days;  and  it  was  no  fooner  empty,  than 
he  went  all  over  the  houfe  to  leek  lor  more.     At  laft 
!  he  entered  a  room,  in  which  Mr.  Harrifon  lay  fick, 
■  and  feeing  there  a  cafe  that  contained  fix  gallons  and 
a  halt,  that  belonged  to  him  and  me,  he  ordered  Mr. 
Harrifon  to   get  out  of  bed   and  open  it  ;  he,  how- 
:  ever,  told  him   with  great  gravity,  that  there  was 
nothing  in  it  but  fome  of  the  company's  papers  ;  and 
that  it  muft   not  be  opened,   but  the  king  was  too 
well  acquainted    with  liquor  cafes  to  be  fo  eafily  de- 
ceived ;  and  therefore  ordered  fooie  of  his  men  to 
hold  Mr.  Harrifon    in   bed,  while  he   himfelf  took 
the  key  out  of  his  breeches  pocket.     He  then  opened 
the  cheft,  took  out  all  the  liquor,  and  was  not  lober 
while  it  lafted  :  but  he  often  lent  for  Mr.   Harrifon 
and  me  to  drink  with  him.     At  length  it  being  all 
drank,   he  talked  of  going  home,  on   which  his  peo- 
ple,   and  even   his   chief   minifters,  who   were    his 
general,  and  the  keeper  of  the  ftores,   amufed  them- 
felves  with  taking  whatever  they  liked,  and  had  the 
aiTurance  to   open  even  chefts  and  boxes,  this  w© 
could  not  help,  for  what  refiftance  could  three  men 
Hiake  againft  200.?  What  they  took  amounted  to  20U 
fterling. 

Sometimes  the  king  would  ride  abroad,  and  take 
mod  of  his  attendants  with  him  :  but  when  he  was 
gone  we  were  plagued  with  the  company  of  two  of 
his  brothers,  who  were,  if  pollible,  worfe  than  his 
majeity.  Once  during  his  abfence  Boomey  Flaman 
Benda,  one  of  thefe  princes,  laid  hold  of  a  mug  of 
water  and  pretending  to  drink,  took  a  mouthful, 
and  then  fetting  the  mug  on  the  table,  fpurted  the 
Water  in  my  face.  Upon  which  coniidering  that  if 
I  fuffered  fuch  infolence  to  pafs  unrefented,  it  would 
render  me  liable  to  be  continually  infulted,  I  took 
the  remander  of  the  water,  and  threw  it  into  his 
breeches.  Upon  this  he  pulled  out  his  knife,  and 
endeavoured  to  llab  me,  but  was  prevented  by  his 
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favourite  attendant,  who  held  his  arm,  and  foon  after 
reprelented  to  him  the  unhandfome  manner  in  which 
he  had  treated  me,  and  the  provocation  I  had  received 
to  wet  him.  This  made  him  fo  alhamed,  that  coming 
up  to  me,  he  laid  himfelf  down  on  the  floor  without 
his  garment,  took  my  foot,  and  placed  it  on  his  neck, 
and  there  lay  till  I  defired  him  to  rife:  after  which 
no  man  appeared  more  my  friend,  nor  ihewed  greater 
willingnefs  to  oblige  me. 

This  king,  as  well  as  his  attendants,  are  of  the 
Mahometan  religion,  notwithftanding  their  being 
fuch  drunkards,  and  this  monfter,  when  he  is  fober, 
even  prays.  He  drelTes  like  moft  of  the  other  kings 
of  this  country,  in  a  garment  like  a  furplice,  that 
comes  no  lower  than  his  knees.  He  has  a  pair  of 
breeches  of  the  fame  fort  of  cloth,  about  feven  yards 
wide  gatliered  round  his  waift  ;  he  wears  a  pair  of 
flippers,  but  not  ftockings.  His  head  is  covered  with 
a  fmall  white  cotton  cap,  and  he  commonly  wears 
a  pair  of  gold  ear-rings.  His  people,  as  well  himfelt^ 
always  wear  white  clothes  and  white  caps,  and  as 
they  are  exceeding  black,  this  drefs  makes  them  look 
very  well. 

This  tyrant  is  tall,  and  fo  paffionate  that  when 
tiny  of  his  men  affront  him,  he  makes  no  fcruple 
of  (hooting  them  ;  and  fometimes  when  he  goes 
aboard  a  company's  floopat  Cohone,  where  he  ufual- 
ly  refidcs,  he  inhumanly  (liews  his  dexterity  by 
fiiooting  at  the  canoes  as  they  pafs  by,  frequently 
killing  one  or  two  men  in  a  day.  He  has  many 
wives,  but  never  brings  above  two  or  three  abroad 
at  a  time  with  him.  Among  his  brothers,  there  are 
fome  to  whom  he  feldom  fpeaks,  or  permits  to  come  ' 
into  his  company  ;  and  when  they  obtain  this  favour, 
they  pull  off  their  caps  and  garments  and  throw  dull 
tipon  their  heads,  as  all  except  white  men  do,  who 
come  into  the  king's  prefence. 

The  dominions  of  this  prince  are  very  extenfivey 
^nd  divided  into  feveral  provinces^  over  which  he 
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appoints  governors,  called  Boomeys,  who  annually 
coine  to  pay  liirn  homage:  but  though  they  have 
ahiioft  an  uniiiDited  power,  they  are  beloved,  as  weli 
as  reared  by  the  people. 

Ac  length  the  king  and  his  guards  to  our  great 
joy,  left  the  fa<5lory,  in  order  to  return  to  Cohone  ; 
but  they  firlt  itript  Mr.  Roberts's  chaos ber,  and  took 
away  his  clothes  and  books,  which  laii  they  otfered 
to  lell  to  a  Mahometan  prieft  ;  but  he  being  a  fiiend 
to  Mr.  Roberts,  told  them  he  believed  they  were 
books  in  which  he  kept  the  account  of  his  goods, 
and  that  to  take  them  would-  inevitably  ruin  him  : 
iipon  which  they  gave  him  leave  to  return  them. 

Hov^ever  five  months  after  the  king  of  Barfally 
paid  us  another  viiit,  and  fraying  about  a  week, 
duritig  wh;ch  he  behaved  much  in  the  fame  manner 
as  befsire,  he  and  his  attendants  again  left  us  :  but 
, fomeof  tliem  firf:  broke  open  my  bureau,  and  took 
out  things  to  a  coniiderabie  value,  and  the  fame  fate 
attended  Mr.  Roberts  :  be  (ides  which  they  took  a 
great  quantity  of  t!\e  company's  goods. 

In  the  interval  which  pailed  between  thef;  two 
vifits,  1  had  been  m^ide  fiitoi-,  and  had  received  or- 
ders to  take  charge  of  the  fa6tory  ot  Jo ar  ;  but  I  was 
■  unwilling  to  accept  of  this  oiiice,  as  thai  laftory  was 
liai:)le  to  fo  many  infufrs  from  a  drunken  nK)riarch, 
void  of  every  principle  of  jultice,  and  deiiitute  of 
the  feeling  of  humauitv  ;  I  therefore  took  an  inven- 
tory of  the  goods  the  company  had  liicie,  m  January 
1723,  and  taking  a  letter  to  the  governor  from  Mr. 
Roberts,  my  col'eague,  returned  to  Jauies'  fort. 

In  March  I  returned  to  my  factory  :  but  Mr.  Hugh 
Hamilton  being  fent  up  the  river  to  fettle  a  ta6tory 
at  Fatatenda,  I  was  permitted  to  accompany  hini, 
and  accordingly  on  the  gib  of  April  we  left  Joar, 
and  proceeded  in  a  Hoop  up  tb.e  GanU)ia.  The  next 
day  we  arrived  at  Yanimarew,  which  is  the  pleafanteft 
port  in  the  whole  river,  the  country  bein'g  delight- 
fully Ibaded  with  palm  and  peln^etto  trees.     The 
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company  have  here  a  fmall  houfe,  with  a  black  fa61:or 
to  purchafe  corn  for  the  ui'i'  of  the  fort. 

JVom  thence  we  proceeded  to  Cailan,  a  fmall  town 
on  the  north  lide  of  the  river,  in  an  agreeabie  Ir  na- 
tion, about  a  mufliet  Ihot  from  the  water  tide,  and 
fortified  with  a  wall  of  clay  fupported  by  Itakes,  wiLh 
holes  left  for  mulkets,  and  watch  to^ve^s  at  proper 
■diftances. 

From  CalTan  we  fceered  up  to  Dubocunda,  which 
lies  on  thclouth  fide  of  the  riverj  and  is  divided  nUo 
two  parts,  or  ddiinft  towns  ;  one  of  which  is  fortiHed 
with  a  wall  made  by  a  vaft  number  of  palmetio  trees 
fixed  in  the  ground,  and  clay  laid  in  between,  fc.  that 
it  is  little  interior  to  a  brick  wail  Tlie  othr  to  v.  a 
is  only  encompaOed  by  a  fence  of  can^  s,  ibrn^.ed  !  ke 
hurdles,  and  fafteiied  by  a  number  offtakes,  in  v\  h\c\\ 
manner  nioft  of  the  towns  on  the  GnnU)ia,  and  even 
the  factories  are  furrounded.  The  people  live  in  the 
open  town,  in  time  of  peace;  but  when  they  are  at 
war,  and  find  it  in  danger  of  being  attacked  by  an 
enemy,  they  fliut  themfelves  up  in  that  which  is 
moft  ftrongly  fortified. 

On  our  leaving  this  town  we  proceeded  up  the  river 
feveral  days,  and  at  length  reached  Yamyamacmida, 
where  I  ftaid  while  Mr.  Hamilton  proceeded  up  to 
Fatatenda.  When  I  had  been  there  fome  time  1  took 
horfe  and  rode  to  the  port  of  BaiTy,  in  my  way  to 
Nackway,  where  we  had  a  Portugsiefe  fervant  wfio  was 
fettled  there,  in  order  to  trade  tor  the  company  :  the 
reafon  of  my  going  thither  was  to  infpect  into  his 
behaviour,  and  examine  his  accounts. 

The  port  of  Baily  is  in  the  king^'ornqf  Tomany, 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river  Gambia.  All  the  way 
to  it  is  very  woody.  I  lay  at  night  in  one  of  the 
huts  of  the  natives,  and  the  next  morning  leaving 
my  horfe  there,  crolTed  the  river  in  a  fmall  canoe, 
and  walked  to  Nackway,  which  is  almoft  leven  miles. 
H<df  the  way  led  through  woods,  and  the  other 
thiough  a  fine  large  favannahj  without  any  trees^ 
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except  a  few  fcattered  at  a  diftance  from  each  other  ; 
and  m  the  rainy  ftiilbn  it  is  generally  under  water. 

On  my  arrival  at  CSackway,  the  natives  welcomed 
me  with  the  nailic  of  the  baiat'en,  which,  at  about  a 
hundred  yards  <jr[tance  founds  foaiething  like  a  frnall 
O!  i.,an.  It  is  coaipofed  of  about  twenty  pipes  of  very- 
hard  wood  Bnely  poliOied  ;  which  diminlhes  by  little 
ar.d  liitle,  both  in  length  and  breadth,  and  are  tied 
together  by  tho,igs  of  very  fine  leather.  Thefe 
tho  'gs  are  twiitea  about  fmall  round  wands,  put  be- 
tweeii  the  pipes  to  keepthcni  at  a  diftance,  and  un- 
dfintarh  tine  pipes  are  faftened  twelve  or  fourteen 
caiabaihes  of  dilfercnt  (izes.  This  inftrument  they 
play  U})()n  with  two  f'ticks,  covered  with  a  thin  Ikiii 
taken  from  th"  tiunk  of  the  palmetto  tree/ or  with 
fine  leather,  to  m.ike  the  f nind  Jefs  luirfii.  Both  men 
and  women  dance  to  this  m*  lie,  which  they  n],uch 
adiriire,  and  are  highly  dcl.ghtcd  to  have  a  white  man 
dance  uith  thern. 

>  Having  finifhed  my  bufincfs  here,  I  returned  to 
Yaniyamacunda,  and  havmg  continued  there  about 
three  months,  proceeded  ftili  farther  up  the  river  to 
Fatatenda.  The  Gambia  is  there  as  vvide  as  the 
Thames  at  London-Bridge,  and  feemed  very  deep; 
but  what  is  moft  extraordinary,  the  tide  in  the  dry 
feafon  rifes  three  or  four  feet,  though  that  place  is 
600  miles  from  the  river's  niouth.  The  land  on  both 
iides  of  the  river  is  covered  Vv  ith  wood  ;  the  fouth  fide 
is  low  ;  but  the  factory  is  fituated  on  a  high  and  fteep 
rock  on  the  north  lide,  and  has  a  fine  profpe<5t  of 
the  courfe  of  the  river  feveral  miles  up  and  down, 
and  on  the  oppofite  fide  you  may  fee  great  part  of  the 
kingdom  of  Cantore  :  but  I  was  every  night  dilturbed 
-by  the  howling  and  roaring  of  the  wild  beafts. 

Having  ftaid  there  a  few  days,  I  thought  of  going 
to  Nackway  along  the  north  fide  of  the  river,  but 
could  not,  the  creeks  being  fo  much  out  that  it  was 
impoflible  to  pafs  them.  1  therefore  crolfed  the  river 
Gambia  ;  and  went  on  the  fouth   fide.     That  day  I 
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rode  over  the  fieepeil  hiii  I  ever  faw  in  my  life,  it 
being  almofta  continued  rock  ot  iron  itone,  and  yet 
it  ib  tu;l  ot  trees  About  fun  let  I  got  to  BalFy  port, 
and  hdVing  croITed  the  river,  wail<:ed  to  Nackway 
"by  moonlight,  and  the  next  morning  returned' to 
Yamyamacunda,  which  I  believe  to  be  near  40  miles 
by  land  irom  Fatateiidg.  The  river  being  now  fal- 
len, the  women  flocked  to  it,  and'  were  exceeding 
buiy  in  catching  fmaii  fiih  like  fprats.  This  is  done 
in  a  baiket  like  a  hamper,  by  putting  a  little  ba.i  of 
paiie  at  the  bottom  of  it;  holding  it  a  Ihort  time 
under  water,  and  then  railing  it  gently,  they  bring 
up  the  iilh  and  lay  them  on  a  ciean  Ipot  of  grouna  to 
dry  ;  after  which  they  pound  them  m  a  wooden  mor«- 
tar  to  a  pafte,  then  make  them  into  balls  of  about 
three  pounds  each,  and  thus  keep  tl'.en)  ail  the  \ear 
round.  A  ftuall  quantity  of  them  gocs  a  great  way  ; 
they  do  not  drefs  thein  by  themieivco,  but  mix  them 
with  rice  or  corn,  and  this  is  food  I  have  ieverai  times 
eat  with  a  good  appetite. 

At  the  latter  end  ot  October,  the  weather,  which 
had  been  exceffive  hot,  began  to  grow  cvol  and  plea- 
fant.  The  mornings  and  evenings  weic  very  foggy, 
and  the  women  were  buiy  in  cutiajg  their  r.ce,  which 
is  here  their  own  [property;  for  alter  tliey  have  fet 
hy  a  fufiicient  quantity  for  their  family  uie,  they  fell 
the  remainder  and  take  the  money  themfeives,  the 
hufbands  r.ot  interfering.  They  obfei've  the  fame 
cuftom  with  refpt(5l  to  fowls  which  they  breed  in 
great  numbers  when  they  find  they  can  dilpofe  of' 
them. 

About  this  time  I  fliot  a  green  fnake  two  yards! 
long,  though  it  was  not  above  three  inches  in  cir- ' 
cumference.  Thefe  fnakes  are  not  at  all  venomous; 
but  there  are  fiach  numbers  of  others  that  are  fo, 
that  -the  natives  feldom  go  out  without  a  medicine 
to  apply  in  cafe  they  are  bitten.  They  are  very 
much  afraid  of  the  black  fnakes,' which  I  havefeen 
three  yards  long,  aad  as  thick  ais"  |:.he  fmali  of  my 
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}eg.  They  iay  among  the  venomous  fnakes  there 
are  foiiie  with  a  comb  on  their  heads,  like  a  cock, 
and  tncfe  they  pofuively  affirm  crow  like  one.  There 
are  alio  plenty  of  guaiias,  a  very  ugly  creature, 
that  has  Ibme  ref:^mblance  to  an  alligator.  They 
are  about  a  yard  long,  and  are  eat  both  by  the  na- 
tives and  fome  Europeans  as  a  great  dainty. 

On  the  20th  oi  November  in  the  evening  was  a 
total  erlipfe  of' the  moon,  and  the  Mundingoes  told 
nie,  thedarknefs  was  occaiioned  by  a  cat's  putting 
her  paw  between  the  moon  and  the  earth.  The 
Mahometans  in  this  country  were  finging  and  danc  : 
ing  the  whole  time,  becaufe  they  expecl:  their  pro- 
phet to  come  in  an  ecliple. 

On  the  4th  of  September,  1733,  the  Gambia  rofe 
fo  high,  that  it  entered  the  inciofure  that  furround- 
ed  the  fa6lory  houfe,  and  was  of  fplit  cane  ten  feet 
high,  ftrengthened  by  long  flakes.  This  was  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  rainy  feafon  :  the  next  day- 
finding  the  houfe  wasfurrounded,  I  employed  all  the 
fervants  to  build  me  a  hut  in  the  middle  of  the  town 
of  Yamyamacunda,  which  Avas  the  higheft  Ipot  of 
ground. in  that  neighbourhood:  the  walls  of  the 
factory  being  built  only  of  a  binding  clay,  which 
began  to  crack,  I  made  all  the  difpatch  I  could,  and 
the  following  da}'^  removed  the  company's  eiFecls  to 
my  new  hut  in  the  town;  I  now  thought  it  advifeabla 
to  leave  the  fa<5tory,  there  being  frogs,  toads,  fnakes, 
and  filli  continally  coming  into  it,  and  about  mid- 
night fome  of  the  walls  fell,  but  the  roof  Hill  ftood. 
For  the  ten  following  days  we  daily  faw  vafl  num- 
bers of  floating  iflands  come  down  the  river,  fome  of 
them  twenty  or  thirty  yards  long,  with  frumps  of 
trees,  and  fometimes  many  fmall  trees  grovving  on 
them  ;  with  the  birds  hopping  on  the  boughs.  The 
roots  being  thick  and  interwoven  one  within  another 
and  faiiencd  with  earth,  made  the  iilands  float: 
they  being  only  parts  of  woods  torn  away  by  the 
force  of   the  floods.     All  the  neighbouring  valleys 
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were  under -'water :  the  rich  grounds  were  almoft 
fpoiied  by  being  long  covered  with  it:  canoes  went 
irom  place  to  place  over  the  very  roads  which  in  the 
dry  feaibn  the  natives  travel  on  foot,  and  provilions 
were  lb  icarce  that  1  was  fometimes  two  days  without' 
a  poffibility  of  getting  any,  for  want  of  canoes, 
without  .  which  I  was  unable  to  go  tvv'enty  yards 
from  my  hut  ;  and  the  natives  told  me,  that  they 
had  not  had  fuch  an  inundation  for  eiglit  years  paft. 
However,  none  of  the  company's  effects  were  either 
loft  or -damaged  ;  nor  was  the  company  put  to  any 
charge,  except  for  repairing  the  faClory-houfe,  which 
was  inconfiderable.  On  the  20th  the  water  begaa 
to  fall  apace,  and  a  week  after  I  removed  with  all 
the  company's  goods  to  the  factory  ;  but  it  was  fo 
much  damaged,  that  we  were  foon  al\er  obliged  to 
rebuild  it. 

Having  pitched  upon  a  rifmg  ground  about  fifty 
yards  diitance  from  the  river,  I  marked  out  a  place 
for  the  houfe  forty  feet  fquare.  The  befi:  trees  for 
upright  pofts  and  ridge  poles  being  mangroves,  they 
were  brought  from  below  Joar,  of  thefe  the  frame 
of  the  houfe  was  built,  the  roof  projecting  about 
four  feet,  in  order  to  fecure  the  walls  from  wet. 
We  next  began  to  build  the  walls  of  clay,  which, 
the  Negroes  trod  with  their  feet,  and  tempered  ex- 
tremely well  that  it  might  not  crack.  The  walls 
were  then  laid  a  footanti  a  half  thick,  and  one  foot 
high,  all  round  the  houfe,  and  then  left  to  dry,  till 
they  were  hard  enough  to  bear  a  llcond  layer;  thus 
they  were  raifed  foot  by  foot,  till  they  were  ten  feet 
high,  leaving  one  foot  diftance  between  them  and; 
the  roof  for"  air.  At  the  fame  time  we  made  the  1 
partition  walls  of  clay  of  the  fame  thicknefs,  work- 
ing the  clay  clofe  up  to  the  doors  and  window  frames; 
and  afterwards  we  formed  a  porch  at  the  door  ;  for 
the  natives  fay,  that  they  have  a  right  to  a  porch  at 
every  factory,  to  alford  them  accefs  and  llielter. 
Having  covered  the  roof  with  a  kind  of  thick  mats 
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Kiade  of  ftraw,  we  floored  the  ftore-houfe  with  clay 
hard  rammed.  Thus  v/e  finifhed  our  houfe,  in  which 
we  had  a  large  hail,  three  ftrong  ftore-houfes,  and 
two  lodging-rooms,  without  any  iron  work,  trowels, 
fquares,  or  carpenter's  rules,  with  fcarcely  any  ex- 
pence  to  the  company,  ;  for  it  was  done  by  their 
fervants,  without  any  other  help  than  one  man  who 
was  hired  to  lay  and  fmooth  the  clay.  Yet  the 
iniide  was  not  only  convenient  and  free  from  ver- 
min, but  very  clean,  and  had  a  cool  look  ;  for  clay 
is  hard,  clofe,  fmooth,  and  takes  white-wafli  very 
well. 

On  the  outfide  of  the  houfe  were  two  fhady  bidielo 
trees,  and  a  piece  of  ground  containing  about  an 
acre,  which  we  inclofed  with  a  fence  ten  feet  higli 
made  of  fplit  cane,  wove  like  hurdles.  Within  this 
fence,  at  proper  diltances  from  the  factory,  we  built 
four  houfes  after  the  Mundingo  fafliion,  one  for  a 
kitchen,  one  for  a  falt-houfe,  another  for  a  ftore- 
houfe  for  corn,  and  the  other  for  the  lodging  of  the 
company's  black  fervants.  The  ground  between  we 
ufed  for  a  garden,  and  fome  part  of  it,  for  fowls  and 
other  ftock. 

Speaking  of  the  poultry  reminds  me  of  the  Gui- 
nea fowl,  which  are  of  a  dark  colour,  with  white 
fpots,  and  ibme  blue  and  red  about  the  head.  Thefe 
are  generally  thought  to  be  the  tame  fowl  of  Africa  ; 
but  that  is  a  miftake  ;  for  they  are  as  wild  as  the 
pheafants  in  England,  only  much  more  plentiful. 
The  only  tame  fowl  of  this  country  are  of  the  fame 
dunghill  breed  as  thofe  in  Europe,  and  the  natives 
have  great  plenty  of  them  ;  but  here  are  no  turkeys, 
tame  ^eefe,  or  ducks. 

1  ftald  at  the  new  fa6lory  houfe  I  had  caufed  to  be 
built  at  Yamyamacunda,  till  the  5th  of  May,  1734; 
and  was  employed  in  the  company's  fervice  in  dif- 
ferent'parts  of  the  river  till  the  13th  of  July  follow- 
ing, when  I  was  defired  to  come  down  to  James'  Fort, 
where  I  was  on  the  8th  of  Auguft,  when  the  Dolphin 
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fnow  arrivedj,  with  four  writers,  and  Job  Ben  Solo- 
mon, on  board.  We  have  already  mentioned  his 
being  robbed  and  caried  to  Joar,  where  he  was  fold 
to  Captain  Pyke,  by  whom  he  was  carried  to  Mary- 
land. Job  was  there  fold  to  a  planter,  with  whom 
'he  had  lived  about  a  twelve  month,  in  all  which 
time  he  had  thehappinefs  not  to  be  ftruck  by  his 
niafter,  and  had  then  the  good  fortune  to  have  a  letter 
of  his  own  writing  in  the  Arabic  tongue,  conveyed 
"to  England.  This  letter  coming  to  the  hand  of  Mr. 
Oglethorp,  he  fent  it  to  Oxford  to  be  tranflated ; 
which  being  done,  it  gave  him  fuch  fatisfa6tion,  and 
inl'pird  him  with  fo  good  an  opinion  of  the  author, 
that  he  immediately  fent  orders  to  have  him  bought 
of  his  mafter.  This  happened  a  little  before  that 
gentleman's  fetting  out  for  Georgia,  and  before  his 
return  from  thence.  Job  arrived  in  England,  where 
being  brought  to  the  acquaintance  of  Sir  Hans 
Sloane,"  he  was  found  to  be  a  perfect  mafter  of  the 
Arabic  tongue,  by  his  tranflating  feveral  manufcripts 
and  infcriptions  on  medals.  That  learned  antiquary 
recommended  him  to  the  duke  of  Montague,  who 
being  pleafed  with  his  genius  and  capacity,  the 
agreeablenefs  of  his  behaviour,  and  the  fweetnefs  of 
his  temper,  introduced  him  to  court,  where  he  was 
graciouily  received  by  the  royal  family  and  moft  of 
the  nobility,  who  honoured  him  with  many  marks  of 
favour.  The  African  company  and  the  chief  mer- 
chants of  the  city  ftrove  who  fhould  ofteneft  invite 
him  to  their  tables.  His  good  fenfe  engaged  their 
efteema  he  freely  difcourfed  on  every  fubje(51:,  and  at- 
tended the  churches  of  the  moft  celebrated  divines. 
When  he  had  been  in  England  about  fourteen 
months,  his  ardent  defired  to  fee  his  native  country 
made  him  prefs  for  his  departure.  He  had  wrote 
from  England  to  the  high  prieft  his  father,  and 
earneftly  longed  to  fee  him.  Upon  his  fetting  out 
from  England,  he  received  many  noble  prefents 
from  queen  Caroline,  px^ince  Williaffij  the  duke  of 
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Montague,  and  the  earl  of  Pembroke^  feveral  la- 
dies of  quality,  Mr.  Holden,  and  the  royal  African 
company,  and  the  latter  ordered  all  their  agents  to 
iliew  him  the  greateft  refpe6t. 

On  the  arrival  at  James'  Fort,  Job  delired  that  I 
fliould  fend  a  mefTenger  to  his  country  to  let  his 
friends  know  where  he  was.  I  fpoke  to  one  ot  the 
blacks  whom  we  iifually  employed,  to  procure  me  a 
inelFcnger,  and  he  brought  me  a  Pholey,  who  not 
only  knew  the  high  prieit  his  father,  but  Job  himfelf, 
and  exprelTed  great  joy  at  feeing  him  fafeiy  returned 
from  llavery,  he  being  the  only  man,  except  one, 
ever  known  to  come  back  to  his  country,  after  being 
once  carried  a  Have  out  of  it  by  white  men  Job 
gave  him  the  meffage  himfelf  and  delired  that  his 
father  Ihould  not  come  down  to  him,  and  obferving 
that  it  was  too  far  for  him  to  travel  ;  and  that  it  was 
fit  the  young  fliould  goto  the  old,  and  not  for  the 
old  to  come  to  the  young.  He  alfo  lent  Ibrae  prefents 
to  his  wives,  and  defired  the  man  to  bring  his 
little  one,  who  vvas  his  beft  beloved,  down  with 
him. 

Job  having  a  mind  to  go  up  to  Joar,  to  talk  with 
fome  of  his  countrymen,  went  along  with  me.  We 
arrived  at  the  creek  at  Damafenfa,  and  having  fome 
old  acquaintances  at  the  town  of  that  name.  Job 
and  I  went  in  the  yawl :  in  the  way  going  up  a  narrow 
place  for  about  half  3  mile,  we  faw  feveral  monkeys 
of  a  beautiful  blue  and  red,  which  the  natives  told 
me  never  fet  their  feet  on  the  ground,  but  live  en- 
tirely among  the  trees,  leaping  from  one  to  another, 
at  fuch  great  diftances,  as  would  appear  improbable 
to  any  but  an  eye  witnels. 

In  the  evening  as  my  friend  Job  and  I  were  fitting 
under  a  great  tree  at  Damafenfa,  there  came  fix  or 
feven  of  the  very  people  who  three  years  before,  had 
robbed  and  made  a  Have  of  him,  at  about  thirt}' 
miles  diftance  from  that  place.  Job  though  naturally 
polfeiled  of  a  very  even  temper,  could  not  contain 
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himfelf  on  feeing  them  ;  he  was  filled  with  rage  and 
indignation,  and  was  for  attacking  them  with  his 
broad  fword  and  piftols,  which  he  always  took  care 
to  have  about  him.  1  had  much  ado  to  dilfuade  himr 
from  ruHiing  upon  them  ;  but  at  length  re[)refenting 
the  ill  confequences  that  would  infallibly  attend  lb 
I'alh  an  a6lion,  and  the  impoffibility  that  either  of  us 
jliould  eicape  alive.  I  made  him  lay  alide  the  at- 
tempt, and  perfuaded  him  to  fit  down,  and  pretend- 
ing not  to  know  them,  to  afk  them  queftions  about 
himfelf;  which  he  accordingly  did,  and  they  told  him 
the  truth.  At  laft  he  enquired  how  the  king  their 
mafter  did  ;  they  replied  that  he  was  deadj  and  by 
farther  e:iquir  we  found  that  amongft  the  goods 
for  which  he  fold  Job  to  Captain  Pyke  there  was  a 
pift:ol  which  the  king  ufed  commonly  to  we-ir  flung" 
"by  a  ftring  about  his  neck-,  and  as  they  never  carry 
arms  without  their  being  loaded,  the  piftol  one  day 
accidently  went  orf,  ancl  the  balls  lodging  in  his 
throat,  he  prcfentiy  died.  Job  was  fo  tranfported  at 
the  clofe  of  this  ftory,  that  he  immediately  fell  on 
his  knees,  and  returned  thanks  to  Mahomet  for 
making  him  die  by  the  vei'y  goods  for  wb.ich  he  fold 
him  into  ilavery.  Then  turning  to  me,  he  cried. 
"  You  fee  now,  Mr.  Moore,  that  God  Almighty 
*'  was difpleafed  at  this  man's  making  me  a  flave,  and 
"  therefore  made  him  die  by  rhe  very  piiioi  for  which' 
*'  he  fold  me:  yet  I  ought  to  forgive  him,  becaufe 
*"'■  had  not  I  been  fold,  I  ihould  neither  hive  known 
"^  any  thing  of  the  Englifn  tongue,  nor  have  had  any 
*'  of  the  line,  ufeful  and  valuable  things,  I  have 
''  brought  with  me  ;  nor  have  known  that  there  is 
*'  fuch  a  place  in  the  world  as  England  ;  nor  fuch 
**  noble,  good,  and  geneious  people  as  queen  Caro- 
*^  line,  prince  William,  the  duke  of  Montague,  the 
*'  earl  of  Pembroke,  Mr.  Holden,  Mr.  Ogelthrope, 
*'  and  the  Royal  African  company." 

After  this  Job  went  frequently  with  me  to  Cower, 
and  feveral  other   places  about  the  country.     He 
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always  fpoke  very  handfomely  of  the  Englifh,  and 
what  he  laid  removed  much  of  that  horror  the 
Pholeys  felt  for  the  ftate  of  Ilavery  amongft  them  ; 
for  they  before  generally  imagined,  that  all  who 
were  fold  for  Haves,  were  at  leaft  murdered,  if  not 
eaten,  lince  none  ever  returned.  His  defcriptions 
alio  gave  them  an  high  opinion  of  the  j:>ower  of 
England,  and  a  veneration  for  the  Engiifn,  who 
traded  amongft  them.  He  fold  fome  of  the  prefents 
he  brought  with  him  for  trading  goods,  with  which 
he  bought  a  woman  (lave,  and  two  horfes,  which  he 
defigned  to  take  with  him  to  Bundo.  He  gave  his 
countrymen  a  good  deal  of  writing  paper,  a  very 
valuable  commodity  amongft  them,  and  the  com- 
pany had  made  him  a  prefent  of  feveral  reams.  He 
ufed  frequently  to  pray,  and  behaved  with  great 
affability  and  mildnefs  to  all,  which  rendered  him 
extremely  popular. 

The  melTengers  not  returning  fo  foon  as  was  ex- 
pe6fed.  Job  defired  to  go  down  to  James'  Fort,  to 
take  care  of  his  goods,  and  1  promifed  not  only  to 
fend  him  word  when  the  mefTenger  came  back,  but 
to  fend  other  melFengers,  for  fear  the  firft  (hould 
have  mifcarried. 

At  length  the  nielTenger  returned  with  feveral 
letters,  and  advice  that  Job's  father  was  dead  ;  but 
had  lived  to  receive  the  letters  his  fon  had  fent  him 
from  England,  which  gave  him  the  v^elcome  news 
of  his  being  redeemed  from  Ilavery,  and  an  account 
of  the  figure  he  made  in  England.  That  one  of 
Job's  wives  was  married  to  another  man  ;  but  that 
as  foon  as  the  new  hufband  had  heard  of  his  return, 
he  thought  it  advifeable  to  abfcond  ;  and  that  fmce 
Job's  abfence  from  his  native  country,  there  had 
been  fuch  a  dreadful  war,  that  the  Pholeys  there  had 
not  one  cow  left,  though  before  Job's  departure  his 
countrymen  were  famed  for  their  numerous  herds. 
With  this  mefTenger  came  many  of  Job's  old  friends, 
who  he  was  exceeding  glad  to  fee;  but  notwithiland- 
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ing  the  joy  their  prefence  gave  him,  he  fned  abun* 
dance  of  tears  for  the  iofs  of  his  father,  and  the 
xrsisfortunes  of  his  country.  He  forgave  nis  wife, 
and  the  man  who  had  talcen  her ;  *''  For  Mr.  Moore,- 
"  faid  he,  fhe  could  not  heip  thinking  I  was  dead  ^ 
*'  for  I  was  gone  to  a  land  from  whence  no  Pholey 
^'  ever  yet  returned  ;  therefore  neither  flie,  nor  the 
**  man  is  to  be  blamed/''  During  three  or  four 
days  he  converfed  with  his  friends  without  any  in- 
teruption  except  to  fieep  or  eat. 

As  i  have  brought  this  account -almou  to  the  time 
pf  my  leaving  this  country,  it  will  be  necelTary  to, 
give  a  more  particular  defcription  of  it  with  refpe<51; 
to  the  climate,  the  general  cuiloms  of  the  natives,. 
and  the  trade  carried  on  there. 

As  the  mouth  of  the  Gambia  lies  in  the  latitude 
of  13^^.  20'.  north,  and  in  15^.  20'.  weft  longitude,, 
there  is  no  wonder  that  the  climate  is  exceffive  hot,, 
"but  the  greateft  heats  are  generallj/  about  the  latter 
end  of  May,  a  fortnight  or  three  we^ks  before  the 
rainy  feafon  begins.  The  fun  is  perpendicular  twice 
a  year,  and  the  days  are  never  longer  from  fun. 
rifing.  to  fun-fet  than  thirteen  hours,  nor  ever. 
fliorter  than  eleven.  What  at  iirft  feemed  to  me. 
ilrange,  was  that  as  foon  as  it  grew  light,  the  fun 
arofe,  and  it  no  fooner  {<tt  than  it  grew  dark. 

The  rainy  feafon  commonly  begins  with  the  month 
of  June,  and  continues  to  the  latter  end  of  Septem-, 
ber,  or  the  beginning  of  06tober.     The  wind  comes, 
iirft,  and  blows  ,exceffive  hard,  for  the  fpace  of  half 
an  hour  or   more,    before  any  rain   falls,  fo  that  a 
veflel  may  be  fuddenly  furprized  and  overfet  by  it ;; 
a  perfon  may  however  perceive  the  ligns  of  its  com- 
ing; for  the  clouds  grow  very  black,  and  the  lighten- 
ings  darting  from  them,  have  an  awful  appearance.^' 
both  the   thunder  and  the  lightening  are  exceeding 
dreadful,  the  flailies  fucceeding  each  other  fo  fvviftiy, 
as  to  render  it  continually  light,  while  the  thunder 
at  the  fame  time  Ihakcs  the  ^q.y'j  ground.     During 
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the  rain  the  air  is  generally  pretty  cool ;  but  the 
ftower  is  no  fooner  over  than  the  fun  breaks  out 
exceffive  hot,  which  induces  Tome  people  to  call  off 
their  clothes,  and  lie  down  to  lleep  ;  but  before  they 
are  awake  another  tornado  perhaps  comes,  when  the 
cold  ftrikes  into  their  very  bones,  and  gives  them 
fits  of  illnefs,  which  to  the  Europeans  are  very  fatal* 
During  the  rainy  feafon,  the  fea  breezes  feldom  blow, 
but  initead  of  them,  eafterly  winds,  which  in  the 
months  of  November,  December,  January,  and  Fe- 
bruary generally  blow  very  frefh,  and  fometimes 
the  evenings  and  m.ornings  are  exceeding  cold,  and 
the  middle  of  the  day  very  hot. 

Four  months  in  the  year  are  unhealthful,  and 
very  tedious  to  thofe  who  come  from  a  colder  climate^ 
but  a  perpetual  fpring,  in  which  you  commonly  fee 
ripe  fruit  and  bloifoms  on  the  fame  tree,  makes 
forae  amends  for  that  inconvenience.  Befides,  the 
heat  of  the  air  is  frequently  moderated  by  pleafant 
and  refrefhing  breezes. 

The  Gambia  is  of  fuch  a  length  as  to  be  navigable 
for  Hoops  above  600  miles,  the  tides  reaching  fo  far 
from  its  mouth.  The  land  on  each  fide  of  this  great 
and  line  river  is  for  the  moll  part  flat  and  woody 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  beyond  its  banks,  and 
within  that  fpace  are  pleafant  open  grounds,  on 
which  the  natives  plant  rice,  and  in  the  dry  feafoii 
it  ferves  the  cattle  for  pafture.  Thus  within  land  it 
is  generally  very  woody  ;  but  near  the  towns  there 
is  always  a  large  fpot  of  ground  cleared  for  corn. 
Near  the  fea,  no  hills  are  to  be  feen  ;  but  high  up 
the  river  are  lofty  mountains,  Thefe  are  chiefly 
compofed  of  iron  ftone,  and  though  they  are  fome- 
times  little  elfe  but  a  continued  hard  rock,  they  are 
full  of  trees,  and  ferve  greatly  to  beautify  the  face  of 
the  country. 

In  every  kingdom  there  are  feveral  perfons  called 
lords  of  the  foil,  who  have  the  property  of  the  })alm 
and  pali-oetto  trees,  fo  that  none  are  aliovycd  to  draw 
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any  wine  from  them,  without  their  knowledge  and 
confent.  Thofe  who  obtain  leave  to  draw  wine, 
give  two  days  produce  in  a  week,  to  the  lord  of 
the  foil ;  and  white  men  are  obliged  to  make  a  fmall 
prefentto  them,  before  they  cut  palmetto  leaves,  or 
grafs,  to  cover  their  houfes. 

The  palm  is  a  fine  ftraight  tree  that  grows  to  a  pro* 
digious  height,  and  out  of  it  the  natives  extra6t  a 
fort  of  white  liquor  like  v/hey,  called  palm  wine: 
by  making  an  incifion  on  the  top  of  the  trunk,  to 
which  they  apply  gourd  bottles,  and  into  thefe  the 
liquor  runs  by  means  of  a  pipe  made  of  leaves.  This 
wine  is  very  pleafant  as  foon  as  it  is  drawn,  it  being 
extraordinary  fweet  ;  but  is  apt  to  purge  very  much: 
however,  in  a  day  or  two  it  ferments,  and  grows 
rough  and  ftrong  like  Rhenifli  wine;  when  not  being 
at  all  prejudical  to  the  health,  it  is  plentifully  drank 
hy  the  Negroes.  It  is  very  furprifing  to  fee  how 
nimbly  the  natives  will  go  up  thefe  trees,  which  are 
fometimes  fixty,  feventy,  or  a  hundred  feet  high, 
and  the  bark  fmooth.  They  have  nothing  to  help 
them  to  climb,  but  a  piece  of  the  bark  of  a  tree 
made  rotmd  like  a  hoop,  with  which  they  enclofe 
thcmfelves  and  the  tree,  then  fixing  it  under  their 
arms  they  fet  their  feet  againft  the  tree,  and  their 
backs  againfi:  the  hoop,  and  go  up  very  faft  ;  but 
fometimes  they  mifs  their  footing  ;  or  the  bark  on  1 
which  they  reft  breaks  or  come  untied,  when  falling 
down,   they  lofe  their  lives. 

The  ciboa  or  palmetto  tree  refernbles  the  palm  and  ' 
grows  to  a  great  height :  the  leaves  which  grow  on  1 
the  top,  are  ufed  in  covering  houfes,  and  the  natives  j 
extract  wine  out  of  the  palmetto,  in  the  fame  man 
ner  as  out  of  the  palm.  It  is  not  quite  fo  fweet  as  ? 
the  palm  wine  ;  but  taftes  not  unlike  it. 

The  people  here,  as  in  all  other  hot  countries, 
marry  their  daughters  very  young  ;  even  fome  are 
contracted  as  foon  as  they  are  born,  and  the  parents 
can  never  after  break  the  match  ;  but  it  is  in  the 
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power  of  the  man  never  to  come  and  claim  his  wife, 
find  yet  without  his  confent  flie  cannot  marry  another. 
Before  a  man  takes  his  wife,  he  is  obliged  to  pay  her 
parents  two  cows,  two  iron  bars,  and  200  cola,  a 
fruit  that  grows  a  great  way  within  land;  it  is  an 
exceeding  good  bitter,  and  much  refembles  a  horfe- 
chefnut  vyith  the  fl^in  off. 

When  a  man  takes  home  his  wife  he  makes  a  feall 
at  his  own  houfe,  to  which  all  who  pleafe  come  with- 
put  the  form  of  an  invitation.  The  bride  is  brought 
thither  upon  men's  flioulders,  with  a  veil  over  her 
Jace,  which  Ihe  keeps  on  till  Ihe  has  been  in  bed  with 
her  hufband,  during  which  the  people  dance  and  fmg, 
beat  drums,  and  fire  mufkets. 

After  the  wife  is  brought  to  bed,  (lie  is  not  to  lie 
with  her  hufband  for  three  years,  if  the  child  lives  fo 
long  ;  for  during  that  term  the  child  fucks,  and  they 
are  firmly  perfuaded  that  lying  with  their  hufbands 
would  fpoil  their  milk,  and  render  the  child  liable  to 
many  difeafes.  The  women  alone  are  fubje6l  to  all 
the  mortifications  attending  fo  long  an  abftinence  ; 
for  every  man  is  allowed  to  take  as  many  wives  as  he 
pleafes;  but  if  the  wife  is  found  falfe  to  her  hufband, 
ihe  is  liable  to  be  folc^iqr  a  Have.  Upon  any  diflike, 
a  man  may  turn  off  his  wife,  and  make  her  take  all 
her  children  with  her;  bijtif  he  has  a  mind  to  take 
^ny  of  them  himfelf,  he  generally  chufes  fuch  as  are 
big  enough  to  affift  him  in  providing  for  his  family. 
He  has  even  the  liberty  of  coming  feveral  years  after 
they  have  parted,  and  taking  from  her  any  of  the 
children  he  had  by  her.  But  if  a  man  isdifpofed  to 
part  with  a  wife  who  is  pregnant,  he  cannot  oblige 
her  to  go  till  flie  is  delivered. 

The  women  are  kept  in  the  greateft  fubje6tion  : 
and  the  men,  to  render  their  power  as  complete  as 
poffible,  influence  their  wives  to  give  them  an  un- 
limited obedience,  by  all  the  force  of  fear  and  terror. 
For  this  purpofe  the  Mundingoes  have  a  kin4  of 
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image  eight  or  nine  feet  high,  made  of  the  bark  ^\ 
trees,  dreiVed  in  a  long  coat,  and  crowned  with  a 
"wifp  of  ftraw.  This  is  called  a  mumbo  jumbo; 
and  whenever  the  men  have  any  diipute  with  the 
women,  this  is  fent  for  to  determine  the  contelt,- 
which  is  almoft  always  done  in  favour  of  the  men.' 
One  who  is  in  the  fecret,  conceals  himfelf  under  the 
coat,  and  bringing  in  the  image,  is  the  oracle  on 
thefe  occaiions.  Ko  one  is  allowed  to  com.e  armed 
into  his  prelence.  When  the  women  hear  him  coming* 
they  run  av/ay  and  hide  themfelves  ;  but  if  you  are 
acquainted  with  the  perfon  concealed  in  the  nnunbo 
jumbo,  he  will  fend  for  them  all  to  come,  make  them 
iit  down,  and  afterwards  either  fnig  or  dance,  as  he 
pleafes  ;  and  if  any  refufe  to  come,-  he  will  fend  for,, 
and  whip  them.  Whenever  any  one  enters  into  this 
fociety,  they  fvvear  in  the  moft  Iblemn  manner  never 
to  divulge  the  fecret  to  any  woman,  or  to  any  perfon- 
that  is  not  entered  into  it ;  and  to  preferve  the  fecret', 
inviolable,  no  boys  are  admitted  under  lixteen  years 
of  ag^.  The  people  alfo  fwear  by  the  mumbo  jumboj^ 
and  the  oath  is  eileemed  irrevocable.  There  are  very^ 
few  towns  of  any  note  that  have  not  one  of  thefe 
obje6is  of  terror,  to  frighten  the  poor  women  into- 
obedience. 

About  the  year  1727,  the  king  of  Jagra  having  a 
very  inquiiitive  woman  to  his  V/ife,  was  fo  weak  as 
to  difclofe  to  her  this  fecret,  and  fhe  being  a  gollip, 
revealed  it  to  fome  other  women  of  her  acquaintance. 
This  at  laft  coming  to  the  ears  of  fome  who  were  no 
friends  to  the  king,  they  dreading  left  if  the  alfair 
took  vent,  it  fhould  put  a  period  to  thefubje^ion  of 
their  wives,  they  took  the  coat,  put  a  man  into  it,- 
and  going  to  the  king's  town  fent  for  him  out,  and 
taxed  him  with  it;  when  he  not  denying  it,  they" 
fent  for  his  wife,  and  killed  them  both  on  the  fi)ot. 
Thus  the  poor  king  died  for  his  cornplaifance  to  his 
\:^'ife^  and  Ihc  for  her  curiolity. 
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The  women  pay  fuch  rcfpefl  to  their  hufbands, 
that  when  a  man  has  been  a  day  or  two  from  homci 
his  wives  falute  him  on  their  knees,  and  in  the 
fame  pofture  they  always  give  him  water  to  drink. 

When  a  child  is  new  born  they  dip  him  over  head 
and  ears  in  cold  water  three  or  four  times  in  a  day, 
and  as  foon  as  he  is  dry,  rub  him  over  with  palm  oiL 
particularly  the  back-bone,  the  fmall  of  the  back, 
the  elbows,  neck,  knees,  and  hips.  When  they  are 
born  they  are  of  an  olive  colour^  and  fometimes 
do  not  turn  black  till  they  are  a  month  or  two  old. 

1  do  not  find  that  they  are  born  with  flat  nofes  ; 
but  the  mothers  when  they  wa(h  the  children,  prefs 
down  the  upper  part  of  the  nofe :  for  large  brealis, 
thick  lips,  and  broad  noftriis,  are  efteemed  extremely 
beautiful.  One  breail  is  generally  larger  than  th6 
other. 

About  a  month  afterwards  they  name  the  childj 
Which  is  done  by  Ihaving  its  head,  and  rubbing 
it  over  with  oiI>  and  a  lliort  time  before  the  rainy 
feafon  begins,  they  circumcife  a  great  number  of 
boys,  of  about  twelve  or  fourteen  years  of  agei 
after  which  the  boys  put  on  a  peculiar  habit;  the 
drefs  of  each  kingdom  bein*;  different:  from  the 
time  of  circumcilion  to  that  of  the  rains,  they  are 
allowed  to  commit  what  outrages  they  pleafe,  with- 
out being  called  to  an  account  for  them  ;  and  when 
the  firft  rain  falls,  the  tef m  of  this  licentioufnefs  be- 
ing expired,  they  put  on  their  proper  habit. 

1  have  already  obferved,  that  the  Mundingoes  are 
fond  of  the  fielh  of  crocodiles^  and  their  eggs,  bufe 
their  moft  common  food  is  called  coofcoofli,  which  is 
pounded  corn  fifted  through  a  fine  baiket,  till  it  is  of 
the  finenefs  of  coarfe  flour  ;  and  this  is  put  into  an 
earthen  veflel  full  of  holes  like  a  cullender,  luted  to 
a;i  earthen  pot,  in  which  is  boiling  water,  and  fome- 
tunes  broth,  the  fteam  of  which  cures  the  flour,  and 
when  it  is  done,  they  mix  it  with  the  water  or 
broth,  and  eat  it  with  their  hands.     Fifli  dried  in  thf^ 
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ilin  or  fm©ked,  is  a  great  favourite  of  theirs  *  hut 
the  ftronger  it  fmells  the  more  they  like  it.  They 
are  fo  little  delicate  with  refpe6t  to  their  provifions> 
that  there  is  fcarce  any  thing  which  they  do  not  eat; 
large  fnakes,  guanas,  monkeys,  pelicans,  bald  eagles, 
and  fea  horfes,  are  eiteemed  excellent  food. 

The  people  are  naturally  very  jocofe  and  merry, 
and  v?ill  dance  to  a  drum  or  ballafeu,  fometimes  four 
aiid  twenty  hours  together,  now  and  then  dancing 
very  regularly,  and  at  other  times  uling  very  odd 
geftures,  ftriving  always  to  outdo  each  other  in  nim- 
blenefs  atid  a6tivity. 

The  behaviour  of  the  natives  to  ft  ran  gets  is  really 
iiOt  fb  difagreeable  as  people  are  apt  to  imagine  ;  for 
'vS'hen  I  Went  thro'ugli  any  of  their  towns,  they  almoin 
all  conle  td  Ihake  hands  with  me,  except  fome  of 
the  women,  who  having  never  before  feen  a  white 
rwan,  ran  away  from  me  as  faft  as  they  cOuld,  and 
v^^ould  not  by  any  means  be  perfuaded  to  come  near  me. 
Some  of  the  men  invited  me  to  their  houfes,  and 
Brought  their  wives  and  daughters  to  fee  me,  who 
then  fat  down  by  me,  and  always  found  fomethig 
to  wonder  at  and  admire,  as  my  boots,  fpurs,  clothesj, 
or  wig. 

Some  6f  the  Mundingoes  have  many  flaveS  iri  their 
houfes,  and  in  thefe  they  pride  themfelves.  They 
live  fd  well  and  eafily,  that  it  is  fometimes  difficult 
to  know  the  Haves  from  their  maftersand  miftfefles  ; 
they  being  frequently  better  clothed,  efpecially  the 
females,  who  have  fometimes  coral,  amber,  arid  lilver 
about  their  waifts  to  the  value  of  20I.  or  3dl.  fterling. 
,  In  almoft  every  town  tbey  have  a  kind  of  drum  of 
a  very  large  fize,  called  a  Tangtong,  which  they  only 
beat  at  the  approach  of  an  enemy,  or  on  fome  very 
extraordinary  occafion,  to  callthe  inhabitants  of  the 
neighbouring  towns  to  their  afliftance ;  and  this 
iri  the  night-time  may  be  heard  fix  or  feven  miles. 

There  was  a  cuftom  in  this  country  which  is  not 
thor'oughly  repealed/  that,   whatever  commodity  a 
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jTian  fdls  in  the  morning,  he  may,  if  he  repents  his 
bargain,  go  and  have  it  returned  to  him  again,  on 
his  paying  back,  the  money  any  time  before  the  fet- 
ing of  the  fun  the  fame  day:  this  cuftdi^n  is  ftill  in  force 
very  high  up  the  river ;  but  below  it  is  pretty  -well 
Worn  out. 

Whenever  any  fa6tdnes  are  fettled,  it  is  cuftomary 
to  put  them,  and  the  perfons  belonging  to  them> 
linder  the  charge  df  the  people  of  the  nearcft  large 
town,  who  are  obliged  to  take  care  of  it>  and  to  let 
none  impofe  upon  the  white  men,  or  ufe  theni  ill, 
and  if  any  body  is  abufed,  he  mull  apply  to  the 
alcalde,  the  head  man  of  the  town,  who  will  fee 
that  Juft ice  is  done  him.  This  man,  is  up  the  river, 
called  the  white  man's  king  ;  and  has  befides  very 
great  power.  Almoll  every  town  has  two  common, 
fields,  one  for  their  corn,  and  the  other  for  their 
rice,  and  he  appoints  the  labour  of  the  people:  he 
fees  that  the  men  wbrk  in  the  corn  fields,  and  the 
\fomen  and  girls  in  the  rice  grounds,  and  afterwards 
divides  the  crop  among  them.  He  iikewife  decides 
all  quarrels,  and  has  the  firft  voice  in  all  conferences 
relating  to  any  thing  belonging  to  the  town. 

The  trade  of  the  natives  con  fills  in  gold,  llaveSi 
elephants  teeth,  and  bees-wax.  The  gold  is  finer* 
than  fterling,  and  is  brought  in  fmall  bars,  big  in 
the  middle,  and  turned  round  into  rings,  from  teri 
to  forty  Ihillings  each.  The  merchants  who  bring 
this,  and  other  inland  commodities,  are  blacks  of 
the  Mundingo  race,  called  Joncoes,  who  fay,  that 
the  gold  is  not  vvalhed  out  of  the  fand,  but  dug  out 
of  mines  in  the  mountains,  the  neareit  of  which  is 
twenty  days  journey  up  the  river,  in  the  country 
where  the  mines  are,  they  fay  there  are  houfes  built 
with  ftone,  and  covered  with  terrafs  ;  and  that  the 
fl^ort  cutlaOes  and  knives  of  good  ileel,  which  they 
bring  with  thtm,  are  made  there. 

The  fame  merchants  bring  down  elephants  teeth, 
and  in  fon:e  vcan  Haves  to  the  amouiit  ot  20QO,  mofc 
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of  whom  they  fay  are  prifoners  of  war  ;  and  bought 
of  the  different  princes  by  whom  they  are  taken; 
The  way  of  bringing  them  is  by  tying  them  by 
the  neck  witli  leather  thon.gs,  at  about  a  yard  dif- 
tancc  from  each  olher,  thirty  or  forty  in  a  ftring, 
having  generally  a  bundle  of  corn,  or  an  elephant's 
tooth  upon  each  of  their  heads.  In  their  way  from 
the  mountains  thev  travel  through  extenfive  woodSjv 
■where  they  cannot  for  fome  days  get  water;  they 
therefore  carry  in  fkin  bags  enough  to  fuppcrt  them 
for  that  time,  I  cannot  be  certain  of  the  number  of 
merchants  who  carry  on  thistiade;  but  there  may 
perhaps  be  about  a  hundred,  who  go  up  into  the  in- 
land country  with  the  goods,  which  they  buy  from  the 
white  men,  and  with  them  purchafe,  in  various 
countries^  gold,  flaves,  Rnd  elephants  teeth.  They 
u^Q  alFes,  as  well  as  fiaves  in  carrying  their  goods^ 
but  no  camels  or  horlcs. 

Befides  the  (laves  brought  down  by  the  Negro 
merchants,  there  are  many  bouglit  along  the  river,, 
who  are  either  taken  in  warlike  the  former,  or  con- 
demned for  crimes,  or  llolen  by  the  people  :  but 
the  company's  fervants  never  buy  any  which  they 
fufpeet  to  be  of  the  laft  [i^rt,  till  they  have  fent  fo? 
the  alcalde,  and  confulted  with  him.  Since  this 
Have  trade  has  been  ufed,  all  punifhments  are  chang- 
ed into  llavery  ;  and  the  natives  reaping  advantage 
from  fuch  condemnations,  they  drain  hard  forcrimes^ 
,  in  order  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  felling  the  criminal; 
hence  not  only  murder,  adultery  and  theft  are  here 
puniihed  by  feUing  the  malefaclor  :  but  every  trifling 
crime  is  alio  punUlTedin  the  fime  manner.  Thus  at 
Cantore,  a  man  feeing  a  tyger  eating  a  dcQV,  which 
he  himfelf  hcid  killed  and  hung  up  near  his  houle, 
fired  at  the  tyger,  but  unhappi!;;  (hot  a  man:  when 
the  king  had  not  only  the  cruelty  to  condemn  him- 
for  this  accident  ;  but  had  the  injuftice  and  inhu- 
manity to  order  alfo  his  mother,  his  three  brothers., 
and  his  three  lifters  to  be  fold.     They  were  broughS 
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down  to  me  at  Yamyamacuiida,  when  it  made  my 
heart  ache  to  fee  them  ;  but  on  my  refufing  to  make 
this  cruel  purchaie,  they  were  lent  farther  down  the 
river,  and  ibid  to  fome  feparate  traders  at  Joar,  and 
tile  vile  avaricious  king  had  the  benefit  of  the  goods 
ibr  which  they  were  fold. 

Indeed  the  cruelty  and  villainy  of  fome  of  thefe 
princes  can  fcarcely  be  conceived.  Thus,  when- 
ever the  king  of  Barfaliy,  fome  of  whofe  villainies 
I  have  alread}^  mentioned,  wants  goods  or  brandy, 
he  fends  to  the  governor  of  James'  fort,  to  defire  him 
to  fend  a  floop  there  with  a  proper  cargo,  which  is 
readily  complied  with.  Mean  while  the  king  goes 
and  ranfacks  fome  of  his  enemies  towns,  and  feizing 
the  innocent  people,  feils  them  to  the  fa6~tors  in  the 
lloop,  for  fuch  commodities  as  he  wants,  as  brandy, 
rum,  guns,  gunpowder,  bail,  pillols  and  cutlailes, 
for  his  attendants  and  foidiers^  with  coral  and  iilver 
for  his  wives  and  concubines,  but  in  cafe  be  is  not 
at  war  with  any  neighbouring  king,  he  then  falls 
upon  one  of  his  own  towns,  which  are  very  nume- 
rous, and  ufes  them  in  the  fame  manner,  felling  them 
for  flaves,  whom  he  is  bound  by  exQry  obligation 
to  prote6t. 

Several  of  the  natives  of  thefe  countries  have 
many  flaves  born  in  tlieir  families :  thus  there  is  a 
whole  village  near  Brucoe  of  200  people,  who  are 
the  wives.  Haves,  and  children  of  one  man.  And 
though  in  ibme  parts  of  Africa,  they  fell  the  Haves 
born  in  the  family  ;  yet  this  is  here  thought  extreme- 
ly wicked  ;  and  I  never  heard  of  but  one  perfon  who 
ever  fold  a  family  flave,  except  for  fuch  crimes  as 
would  have  authorifed  its  being  done  had  he  been 
free.  Indeed,  if  there  are  many  (laves  in  the  family, 
and  one  of  them  commits  a  crime,  the  mailer  can-' 
not  fell  him  without  the  joint  confent  of  the  reft : 
for  if  he  does,  they  will  all  run  away  to  the  uext 
kingdom;,  where  they  will  -^lUd  proLcicicn. 
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Ivory,  or  elephants  teeth,  is  the  next  principal 
article  of  commerce.  Thefe  are  obtained  either  by 
hunting  and  killing  the  beafts,  or  are  picked  up  in 
the  woods.  This  is  a  trade  ufed  by  all  the  nations 
hereabouts  ;  for  whoever  kills  an  elephant,  has  the 
liberty  of  felling  him  and  his  teeth  :  but  thofe  traded 
for  in  this  river  are  generally  brought  from  a  good 
way  within  land.  The  largeft  tooth  I  ever  favy 
"weighed  130  pounds. 

The  fourth  branch  of  trade  con  11  (Is  in  bees- wax. 
The  Mqndingoes  make  beehives  of  ftravv  iliaped  like 
purs,  and  fixing  to  each  a  bottom  board,  in  which  is; 
a  hole,  for  the  bees  to  go  in  and  out,  hang  them  on, 
the  boughs  of  trees.  They  fmother  the  bees  in 
order  to  take  the  combs,  and  preiling  out  the  honey 
of  which  they  make  a  kind  of  imetheglin,  boil  up  the 
wax  with  water,  ftrain  it,  and  prcfs  it  through  haif 
cloths  into  holes  made  in  the  ground. 

At  length,  on  the  eighth  of  April  1735,  having 
delivered  up  the  company's  elfe<5i:s  to  Mr.  James 
Conner,  1  embarked  on  board  the  company's  Hoop: 
among  other  perfons.  Job  carpe  down  with  me  to 
tlie  floop,  and  parted  w'lth  me  with  tears  in  his  eyes, 
at  the  fame  stime  giving  me  letters  to  the  Duke  of 
Montague,  the  royal  African  company,  Mr.  Ogle- 
thorpe, and  feveral  other  gentlemen  in  Englandj, 
telling  me  to  give  his  love  and  duty  to  them,  and  to 
acquaint  them,  that  as  he  deiigned  to  learn  to  write 
the  Englifli  tongue,  he  would,  when  he  was  mafler 
of  it,  fend  them  longer  epiftles ;  defiring  me,  that 
as  I  had  lived  with  him  almoil:  ever  fmce  he  came 
there,  I  would  let  his  grace  and  the  other  gentlernen 
know  what  he  had  done  ;  and  that  he  was  going  to 
the  gum-foreil,  and  would  endeavour  to  produce  fo 
good  an  underftanding  between  the  company  and  the 
Pholeys,  that  he  did  not  doubt  but  that  the  Englifli 
"woiild  procure  the  gum-trade:  adding,  that  he  would 
fpend  his  days  in  endeavouring  tp  do  good  to  the 
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Y     I'P'    ^y   ^"v^om  he   had   been   redeemed  from 

n    °/,  and  from  whom  he  had  received  innumer- 

llavf;-'   ^ 
,  „  ravours. 

^Soon  after  he  returned  on  fliore,  while  I  failed  to 

England,  and  at  lengthy  on  the  13th  of  July,  landM 
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INTRODUCTION. 


JL  HOUGH  many  learned  and  ingenious 
authors  have  wrote  on  the  religon  of  the  Mahometans^, 
none  feem  fo  qualified  for  the  taflc  as  Mr.  Pitts  of 
Exeter,  who  when  a  youth  was  taken  a  captive  by 
the  AlgerineS;,  and  by  the  force  of  torment,  in  a 
ftrange  country,  where  he  had  no  Chriftian  friend  to 
tomfort  and  ftrengthen  him,  was  unhappily  compel 
led  to  feem  to  embrace  the  relligion  of  the  country. 
Perfecution  may,  indeed,  Ihake  the  refolution  of  the; 
mind;  but  can  never  convince  the  judgment.  Thus 
it  happened  with  our  author  ;  he  was  {till  a  Chriftian 
yet  as  he  afTumed  the  garb  and  manners  of  a  Maho- 
metan, he  was  admitted  into  their  mofques,  and 
allowed  to  vifit  the  fuppofed  facred  places  of  Mecca 
and  Medina, 
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HAVING  a  ftrong  inclination  to  the  fea,  l 
entered  in  the  year  1678,  when  i  was  about  fourteerj 
or  fifteen  years  of  age,  on  board  the  Speedwell,  at 
Lymfom,  near  Exeter,  Mr.  George  Taylor,  mailer^ 
on  a  trading  voyage  to  Newfoundland,  from  thence 
to  Bilboa,  from  thence  to  the  Canaries,  and  fo  home  ; 
but  on  our  coming  near  the  coait  of  Spain,  we  had 
the  misfortune  to  be  taken  by  an  x41gerine  rover^, 
and  carried  to  Algiers. 

On  our  landing  we  were  carried  to  the  captain's 
houfe,  where  we  were  allowed  only  bread  and  water. 
The  next  morning  we  were  driven  to  the  dey's,  who 
having  chofen  an  eighth  part  of  the  flaves  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  public,  the  reft  of  us  were  driven  to  the  mar- 
ket  place  for  the  fale  of  Chriftians,  who  are  difpofed  of 
hy  way  of  au6tion  ;  but  after  the  bidders  have  done 
bidding,  the  Haves  are  driven  again  to  the  dey's 
houfe,  where  any  that  are  difpofed  to  advance  above 
what  was  bidden  at  the  market,  may :  but  then  what- 
ever exceeds  the  bidding  in  that  place  belongs  not 
to  the  pirates,   but  to  the  Dey. 

I  was  bought  by  a  man  who  treated  me  with  the 
utmoft  cruelty,  and  though  it  is  very  uncommon  for 
the  Algerines  to  trouble  themfelves  about  the  religion 
of  their  flaves,  mypatroon,  or  mafter  was  continually- 
beating  me  in  order  to  force  me  to  become  a  Maho- 
metan. With  this  cruel  man  I  lived  about  two  or  three 
months,  and  he  then  fent  me  to  fea.  I  glady  went 
on  board,  flattering  myfelf  with  the  hopes  of  our 
being  taken  by  fome  velFels  belonging  to  the  Chrif- 
tians. We  were  out  two  months,  in  which  we  took 
only  one  Portuguefe  (hip  ;  and  my  heart  funk  within 
ne  on  its  being  refolved  to  retu.rn  to  Algiers,  where 
I  expe61ed  to  be  treated  with  the  Hurse  cruelty  by  my 
inhuman  mafter,  who  had  ftaid  on  fiiore.     But  to  my 
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great  fatisfaaion,  in  a  few  days  after  my  return  to 
that  city^  he  fold  me  to  a  perfon  who  lived  in  the 
country  and  had  many  flaves,  both  Chriftians  and 
Negroes. 

My  fecond  patroon  had  two  brothers  in  Algiers, 
and  one  at  Tunis  ;  1  was  bought  in  order  to  be  given 
to  the  latter,  and  was  very  handfomely  drelled  to  en- 
hance the  value  of  the  prefent.  Soon  after  my  pa- 
troon and  I  failed  for  Tunis,  where  we  arrived  with- 
in fourteen  or  fifteen  days.  We  immediately  went 
to  the  houfe  of  my  mailer's  brother.  Tb.e  next  day 
a  young  man,  my  patroon's  nephew,  being  proud 
of  having  a  Chriftian  to  wait  upon  him,  made  me 
walk  afier  him,  to  which  I  readily  confented,  from 
my  defire  to  fee  the  city.  As  I  was  attending  my  new 
mafter  through  the  ilreets,  I  met  with  a  gentleman 
drelled  like  a  Chriftian,  who  a&ed  me,  iflvvasan 
Engliiliman  ?  I  anfwered,  yes.  Ke  then  enquired, 
how  I  came  thither.?  to  which  I  replied,  1  came  with 
my  patroon.  He  then  deiired  to  know  if  I  was  a 
fiave,  and  I  let  him  know  that  I  was,  and  that  I 
came  from  Algiers.  Not  being  willing  to  enter  into 
farther  difcourfe  in  the  public  llrcet,  he  invited  the 
young  man  on  whom  I  waited  to  come  to  lee  him  at 
fuch  an  hour  of  the  day,  and  to  bring  me  to  his  houfe, 
which  the  youth  readily  promifed. 

The  gentleman  was  no  fooner  gone,  than  my 
young  mafter,  to  my  no  fmall  pleafure,  told  me,  that 
he  was  the  Englilh  conful.  We  went  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed, and  I  was  directed  to  his  chamber  while  the 
young  fpark  was  eating  and  drinking  in  another 
room.  The  conful  aiked  me  many  queftions,  and 
among  the  reft,  whether  I  could  write  and  un- 
derftood  arithmetic  ;  and  telling  him  I  could  do  both 
tolerably  well,  he  called  for  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
and  bid  me  write  a  line,  on  which  I  wrote.  The  Lord 
be  my  guide,  in  him  will  I  truft.  He  feemed  pleafed, 
and  after  fome  farther  ccnverfation,  kindly  told  me 
that  if  I  were  left  in  Tunis,  he  would  order  matters 
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;    to   my  fatisfa(5iion  ;  but  if  my  joatroon   defigned  t\^ 
1    carry  me  back  again  to  Algiers,  I  fhould  let  him  know  \ 
I   it.     Telling  me^  if  I  had  fo  much  liberty,  I  (hould 
■    be  welcome  to  come  every  day  to  his  houfe. 

When  1  hnd  been  at  Tunis  about  thirty  days  I, 
to  my  great  grief,  heard  that  my  patroon's  brother 
Avould  FiOt  accept  of  me,  and  that  I  muft  return  to 
Algiers.  This  news  I  communicated  to  the  conful, 
who  e.iJcavoured  to  remove  my  concern,  by  telling 
me,  tlif.t  he  and  two  other  Englifli  merchants  would 
ti.e  riC;a  d'dv  endeavour  to  procure  my  redemption  ; 
thi?,  indeed,  they  attempted,  and  agreed  to  give 
300  doilars  for  me;  but  my  patroon  iniiiiing  on  500, 
the  conhil,  when  I  law  him  again,  told  me  that  I 
mupL  have  patience,  for  a  hundred  pounds  was  a  con- 
fiderable  fam  to  be  contributed  by  three  only.  Upon 
this,  biiriting  into  tears,  I  returned  himathoufand 
thanks  for  his  generous  good-will:  when  the  conful 
laying  his  hand  upon  my  head,  bid  me  ferve  God, 
and  be  cheerful,  and  when  he  returned  to  England 
he  would  prefer  a  petition  to  the  king  for  me. 

Thus  were  all  my  hopes  vanifned.  My  patroon 
returned  with  me  to  Algiers ;  and  fome  time  after 
being  made  captain  of  a  troop  of  horfe,  took  me 
with  him  to  the  camp,  when  his  brothers  being  alio 
in  the  arm}^,  the  youngeft  was  continually  perfuad- 
ing  me  to  turn  Mahometan  ;  and  finding  all  his 
arguments  ineife6Lual,  he  applied  to  my  mafter,  tell- 
ing him,  he  had  been  a  debauched  man,  and  a  mur- 
derer; but  that  making  me  a  profelyte  would  atone 
for  his  paft  crimes.  Upon  this  my  mafter,  the  elder 
brother,  began  alfo  to  perfuade  and  threaten  me,  and 
one  day  when  his  barber  came  to  fliave  him,  he  bid 
me  kneel  before  him,  which  I  did.  Me  then  ordered 
the  barber  to  cut  off*  my  hair:  I  mifh'ufling  then), 
began  to  ftruggle  ;  but  by  mere  force  they  cut  olF 
my  hair,  and  then  the  barber  ftrove  to  (liave  my 
head,  my  patroon  all  the  while  holding  my  hands,  I 
kept  fhaking  my  head,  and  he  kept  linking  me  in  tliC 
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face.  My  head  was  at  length  with  difHciilty  fhaved, 
and  my  patrcon  would  then  have  me  take  of  my 
cloihes,  and  put  on  the  Turkifli  habit  ;  but  i  plainly 
told  hitn  I  would  not:  whiereupon  I  was  dragged 
away  to  another  tent,  where  we  kept  our  provifions, 
and  there  the  cook  and  the  fteward,  ft  ripped  me, 
and  one  of  them  held  me,  while  the  other  put  on 
me  the  Turkilh  garb.  All  this  while  I  kept  crying, 
^nd  told  my  patrooH;,  that  though  he  had  changed  my 
habitj  he  could  not  change  my  heart. 

The  following  night,  he  ufed  entreaties  that  I 
would  gratify  him  by  renouncing  my  religion.  I  told 
him  it  was  againii  my  confcience,  and  defired  him 
to  fell  me  and  buy  another  boy,  who  might  perhaps 
be  more  eafily  won  ;  but  for  my  part,  1  was  afraid 
of  being  everlaftingly  damned,  if  1  complied  with 
his  requeft.  He  told  me,  he  would  pawn  his  foul  tor 
mine,  aiid  made  uie  of  many  other  importunate  ex- 
preffions.  At  length,  I  defired  him  to  let  me  go  to 
bed,  and  I  would  pray  to  God,  and  ii  I  found  better 
reafbns  fuggefted  to  my  mind  for  changing  my 
opinion  by  the  next  morning,  i  did  not  know  what 
I  might  do  ;  but  if  I  co.itinued  in  the  fame  mind,  I 
defired  him  to  fay  no  more  on  that  fubje6l. 

I'o  this  he  agreed,  and  I  went  to  bed.  But  he  had 
riot  patience  to  flay  til]  the  morniiig  for  my  anfwer. 
He  awoke  me  in  the  night,  and  aikcd  me  what  were 
myfentinients  now,  I  told  him  they  were  the  fame 
as  before  :  on  which  he  leized  my  right  hand,  and 
endeavoured  to  make  me  hold  up  the  fore-finger,  as 
they  do  in  uttering  the  Mahometan  creed  ;  but  I 
bent  it  down  with  all  my  Ibrce.  When  feeing  nothing 
was  to  be  done  without  violence,  he  called  two  of 
hisfervants,  and  couimanded  them  to  tie  up  my  feet 
with  a  rope  to  the  |)oit  of  the  tent,  which  being 
done,  he  with  a  great  cudgel  beat  me  on  my  bare 
feet,  and  being  a  ftrong  nian,  his  blows  fell  very 
heavy.  I  roared  out  with  pain;  but  the  more  I 
cried  the  more  furioujly  he  laid  on^  thrc-atning  that 
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he  would   baftinado   me  to  death,  if  I  did  not  turn, 
and  damping  with  his  foot  on  my  mouth  to  (lop  the 
Koiie  of  my  crying.     At  which  I  begged  him  to  df^ 
patch  me  out  of  the  way  ;  but  he  continued  beatii^g 
me.     Having  endured  this  mercilefs  ufage  till  I  was 
ready  to  bint  and  die  under  it,  and  yet  fkw  him  as 
mad  and   implacable  as  ever,  I  begged  him  to  for- 
bear, and  I  would  turn.    Breathing  awhile,  he  urged 
'^le  to  fpeak  the  words  La  Allah  ellallah,  Mohammed 
?J|j1  Allah  :  that  is.  There  is  but  one  God,  and 
,,  tomet  the  prophet  of  God.     But  i   held  him  in 
f    'k^'   ^^^^  ^^  length  told  him,  that  I  could  not 
ifr       ^m:    at   which   he   was  more  enraged  than 

'    "^  fell  upon  me  a»x^Hn  in  the  mod  barbarous 
manner,    x  o       1      •         ^    •     j  n 

T        •     ,    pfter  having:  received  many  more  blows, 
X  a^am  belot,  ^  ,.       fii-i-uj         j 
x.-       r    n     1  ht  him  to  hold    his  hand,  and  gave 
nim   trelh   hoi.      ,,  ^       •        a,t  i         .  i    *. 

after  a  (hort  re^^  "^^   turning  Mahometan;  but 
,    ,  *     ,    ^,     j^te   I  told  hiin,  as  before,  I  could 
not  00  what  he  deL  ,      .^,       ii    iji-      -'cc      c 
.,  r        ^-       'd.      Thus  1  held  him  m  iuipenie 

three  or  four  tmies  ,^   ^    ^  ^  a  r    a-        \  ■  u,. 

i^r  *-■  u^         1  /    T  X  ^i-it  at  laft  hnding   his  cruelcy 
inlatiable  unlels  I  tunivi         ,  ^  u        ■        a 

.  T  r    1     i-i  ]•  and  overcome  by  pam  and. 

terror,  I  fpoke  the  words,     ,.■  .,     i^    - 

„p  •   I  ^    -u      .      Ti     poldm.^:^  up  the  fore  nnger 

of  my  right    hand.     Prefen,      f  ^    ^  ,         4a      . 

"^     ^^  .  r>         r    .    ^   '^  was  had  to  a  tue  ; 

care  was  taken  of  my  feet,   ji^^  t  ^  .     u  ^  . 

1,  uix/^ipn^i   was  put  to   bed  ; 

but  was  unable  to  Hand  for  fevera..,,,  ^^  ^ 

All  the  ceremony  ufed  by  ^^^'^^^^y^s  Miho- 
metan  by  compuHion  is  only  holding,,,^  the  fee- 
finger  of  his  right  hand,  and  pronouncing  4^  a^ove 
words:  but  when  any  perfon  voluntarily  turn.fj-Qj-jj 
his  religion  to  the  Mahometan,  a  great  deal  of  for.-^, 
ality  is  ufed.  In  this  cafe  he  goes  to  the  court; 
where  the  dey  and  divan  fits,  and  declaring  his 
wiliingnefs  to  be  a  Mahometan,  he  is  mounted^on  a 
fine  horfe,  adorned  with  rich  trappings  ;  and  is  very 
handlbmely  drefied  with  a  turhant  on  his  head  ;  but 
nothing  of  this  is  to  be  called  his  own  ;  only  there 
is  given  him  two  or  three  yards  of  broad-cloth, 
which  is  laid  before  him  on  the  faddle.  Thus  he 
rides  all  round  the  city,  carrying  an   arrow  in  his 
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n^ht  hand,  which  he  holds   firaight  up,  thus  fup- 

PoHing  the  fore-finger  of  his  right  band,   which  he 

holds  up  againit  it.     Fie  is  attended  withdrums,  and 

oth^r  muHc,  with  twenty   or    thirty  perfons,  who 

march    in   order  on    each    fide  of  the   horfe,    with' 

rjaked    fwords    in    their    hands.      There    is   alfo   a 

peribn   on   each   fide  of  the   flreet,  as  he   marches 

through,    to    receive  what    people   are    pleafcd   to 

give   him  ;  and  one   here   and  there  drops  pcrhar 

the   value    of  a   farthing   or   a   halfpenny.     M^' 

while  the  cryer  goes  before,  giving  thanks  to  ^, 

for  the  prolelyte  that  is  made.     A  few  days  a^'  .  *  ^  .  '^ 

circumcifer  comes  and  performs  his  office,  ^      I    - 

he  is  a  Mahometan  to  all  intents  and  pur''    '    , , 

anv    tnus 
pretended    by  fome   writers,  that   wh'        ^    t     t 

voluntarily  turns  Mahometan,  he  th'J^^.^^.^/ 
the  pidure  of  Jefus  Chrift.  in  tokr  ^^  ^^  ciilown- 

ing  him  ;  but  there  is  no  fuch  cuf '^^'t  .   ^ 

A\..  t-  4.  4.U  .!     iter  I  was  taken  a 

About  two  or  three  months  ,  ,,      ^  r- ^, 

Have,  I  had  found  means  to  fer  ^  \'"f J""  ""^  ^'f'f* 
giving  him  an  account  of , '^^i,  ^f^  happened;  to 
which  I  received  a  kind  ^''\  affectionate  anfwer,  a 
few  days  after  I  had  ^'^"  thus  induced  by  my  pat- 
roon's  barbarity  to  :^'^"  ^^T  "^y/^^^S^^/^  '  >/'  ^^ 
this   anfwer   he   -"^^^^^   exhorted  me   to    let   no 

methods  of  cru^^y  P'^^^^^^  «"/^^^  ^^  f!"3^  "'^  ^^^^^"i 
Saviour  •  a-'  obferved  that  he  would  rather  hear  or 

my  deat*'^  ^^''^^^  ^^'  "^y  ^^i^^g  ^  Mahometan. 

Xhs  letter  threw  me  into  the  greateft  dejeftion 
of  mind,  and  a  few  days  after,  I  wrote  a  fecond 
/etter  tomy  father,  in  which  1  let  him  know  that  I 
was  forced  by  the  cruelty  of  my  mafter  to  turn  Ma- 
hometan ;  but  that  I  was  a  Chriftian  in  my  heart, 
and  that  as  foon  as  ever  I  could  iind  an  opportunity 
I  would  endeavour  to  make  my  efcape.  After  this 
feveral  other  letters  pail  between  us. 

Notvvithllanding  what  I  had  done,  I  ftill  lived  a 
miferable  life  with  my  patroon,  and  I  was  often  Co 
beaten  by  him,  that  my  blood  ran  upon  the  ground; 
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for  a  Chriftian  Have  does  not  by  turning  Mahometan 
become  free.  Befides  he  now  hated  nie,  from  his  ruF- 
pe6ting  my  fincerity,  and  on  that  account  I  fared  in 
manyrefpefls  worfe  than  my  feJlow  ilaves.  I  lay  with 
them  in  the  liable,  and  alfo  ftill  eat  with  them.  Our 
provifions  were  very  coarfe,  and  moftly  barley  bread 
Avith  four  milk  :  but  if  a  (beep  happened  to  diCj  the 
fiefli  came  to  our  Ihare. 

Though  a  Mahometan  of  this  country  have  all  the 
outward  appearance  of  religion,  yetalmoft  ail  kinds 
of  wickednefs,  except  murder  and  theft,  are  left 
unpuniHied.  They  are  generally  very  {iri6f  in  pray- 
ing five  times  a  day;  and  in  their  numerous  ablutions, 
in  which  they  are  extremely  exad.  1  fnall  more 
particularly  defer! be  the  worlliip  of  the  mofques, 
which  Chriftiansare  not  allowed  to  enter.  Even  the 
female  fex  of  their  own  religion  are  excluded  from 
having  any  fiiare  in  the  public  worlhip. 

The  clerk  having  called  from  the  fteeple  of  the 
mofque,  the  people  immediately  hafte  thither.  The 
inlides  of  thefe  buildings  have  neither  pews  nor 
feats,  but  a  plain  floor  fpread  over  with  mats,  except 
near  the  Imam  where  carpets  are  fpread.  The  gal- 
leries are  like  wife  fpread  with  mats.  In  the  mofques 
are  weither  pi6lures  nor  ftatues,  for  they  utterly  abhor 
images,  and  the  walls  are  all  white.  On  coming  to 
the  door  the  men  put  otf  their  flippers,  walk  m 
barefoot,  and  putting  the  foles  of  their  flippers  to- 
gether, place  them  before  them,  and  kneeling  reft 
upon  their  heels.  The  iman  is  raifed  above  the 
people  ;  his  back  is  towards  them  ;  but  the  mezzins 
or  clerks  are  placed  in  a  gallery  by  themfelves, 
where  they  obferve  his  motions,  and  begin  with 
much  the  fame  words  as  they  had  before  ufed  in 
calling  from  the  fteeple:  that  is,  '^  God  is  great, 
*'  God  is  great.  I  teftify  that  there  is  no  God  belides 
*'  God.  1  teftify  that  Mahomet  is  the  melTenger  of 
**  God.  I  teftily  that  Mahomet  is  the  meflenger  of 
"  God.     Hafte  to  prayers.     Hafte  to  prayers.   Hafte 
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»*  to  a  good  work.  Hafte  to  a  good  work.  Kow 
*'  prayers  are  beginning.  Now  prayers  are  begin- 
"  ning.  Now  prayers  are  beginning.  God  is  great 
^'  There  is  no  God  befides  God."  On  his  faying  the 
*'  laft  words,  all  the  congregation  bring  their  two 
thumbs  together,  and  kiTs  them  three  times,  and  at 
every  kifs  they  touch  their  forehead  with  their 
thumbs,  and  then  rifing  up  all  on  their  legs,  they  Hand 
exactly  ciofe  to  each  other  in  even  ranks. 

They  all  imitate  the  iman  in  the  front,  who  is  no 
fooner  on  his  feet  than  he  brings  his  two  thumbs  to 
touch  the  lower  part  of  his  ears,  at  which  the 
mezzin,  or  clerk  above,  cries  out,  ''God  is  great," 
at  the  hearing  of  which  they  all  touch  their  ears, 
faying  the  fame  to  themfelves.  The  iman  then 
fays  a  Ihort  lelfon  out  of  the  koran,  which  being 
lended,  he  bows  with  his  hands  refting  on  his  knees, 
at  which  the  mezzin  again  makes  the  fame  exclama- 
tion, and  when  the  iman  recovers  himfelf  and  ftands 
upright,  it  is  again  repeated. 

The  iman  now  placing  his  hands  on  his  thighs, 
gently  finks  on  his  knees,  then  ftretching  forth  his 
hands  on  the  ground,  brings  his  forehead  to  touch 
It,  at  which  he  repeats  again,  *'  God  is  great."  The 
imam  then  recovers  himfelf  on  his  knees,  with  his 
hands  on  his  thighs,  and  llretches  his  hands  on  the 
ground  as  before,  the  clerk  repeating  the  fame  ex- 
preffions.  All  which  poftures  and  ceremonies  the 
imam  performs  a  fecond  time,  and  the  mezzin  ufes 
the  fame  words  as  the  firft  :  which  being  done,  the 
imam  fits  ftill  on  his  heels  about  a  minute,  with  his 
hands  on  his  thighs,  and  fixing  his  eyes  on  the  floor, 
fays  a  Ihort  prayer,  at  the  conclufion  of  which  he 
looks  over  his  right  fhoulder,  and  then  over  his  left, 
faying  at  each,  welcome,  my  angels;  or  peace  be  to 
you  ;  for  they  hold  that  every  one  has  two  angels 
to  attend  him,  efpecially  at  the  time  of  their  worlhip. 
it  muft  be  obferved,  that  all  in  the  fame  congrega- 
tion life  the  fame  geflures  as  the  iman,  and  all  at 


OF  THE  MAHOMETANTS.  3^^ 

the  fame  inftant ;  the  mezziu  fpeaking  loud  is  a  fuffi- 
cient  token  when  to  bow  or  rife  ;  and  they  all  fland 
with  their  faces  towards  Mecca. 

At  the  conclufion  of  their  worfhip,  the  iman  who 
officiates  at  the  upper  end  of  the  mofque,  kneeling  in 
an  oval  place  in  the  wall,  and  turning  his  face  to- 
wards the  congregation,  who  are  ail  upon  their 
knees  imitating  him,  he  takes  out  his  beads,  which 
are  ninety-nine  in  number,  and  have  a  partition  be- 
tween every  thirty-three  ;  thefe  they  turn  over,  and 
for  each  of  the  firft  thirty-three  they  ray^  admire 
God  ;  for  the  fecond  thirty-three  they  cry,  thanks 
be  to  God,  and  for  the  third  thirty-three,  God  is 
great.  Which  being  ended,  the  iman  with  the 
whole  alTcmbly,  hold  up  their  hands  at  a  little  dif- 
tance  from  their  faces,  putting  up  their  filent  orifons; 
and  to  conclude  all,  fmooth  down  their  faces  with 
their  hands,  take  up  their  flippers,  and  go  their 
way. 

In  this  manner  they  behave  in  their  public  worihip, 
which  lafts  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour;  and  is  re- 
peated v/ith  iome  variations  five  times  a  day;  and  on 
Friday,  which  is  their  fabbath,  the  iman,  with  a 
jftafF  in  his  hand,  mounts  fix  or  feven  Heps,  and 
makes  a  fhort  fermon  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
long. 

My  patroon  with  whom  I  lived  very  unhappily, 
and  whofe  cruelty,  added  to  the  uneafmefs  of  my 
mind,  rendered  life  a  burthen,  at  length  engaged  in 
a  rebellion  againft  the'Dey,  with  the  hopes  of  obtain- 
ing that  office;  but  this  at  laft  coft  him  his  life;  for 
being  taken  prifoner  he  was  beheaded. 

I  was  now  in  hopes  that  my  patroona  or  raiftrefs 
would  have  given  me  my  freedom  ;  but  this  flie 
refufed,  and  fold  me  in  Algiers,  y/here  I  was  led 
three' days  by  the  cryer  about  the  ftreets,  and  was 
bought  on  the  third  by  an  old  batchelor  who  employ- 
ed me  to  drefs  his  meat,  to  wa(h  his  clothes,  and  to 
do  all  thofe    things  that  are  logked  on  as  a  fervant 


^4?  OF  THE  RELIGION 

maid's  work  in  England.  I  now  wanted  for  neither 
meat,  drink,  clothes,  nor  money.  After  I  had  lived 
with  him  about  a  year,  he  I'efolved  to  make  his  pil- 
grimage to  Mecca,  and  to  take  me  with  him.  We 
v;ent  by  fea  to  Alexandria  in  Egypt  ;  but  in  our 
palTage  being  taken  fick,  and  thinking  he  Ihould  die, 
he  to0k  off  a  girdle  which  he  wore  under  his  faih,  in 
which  was  much  gold,  and  alfo  my  letter  of  freedom, 
which  he  intended  to  give  me  when  at  Mecca,  and 
bidding  me  put  it  on,  he  took  my  girdle,  and  put 
it  on  himfelf;  which  was  a  convincing  proof  of  his 
regard  for  me ;  but  it  pleafed  God  that  he  re- 
covered. 

We  ftaid  at  Alexandria  about  twenty  days,  and 
then  fleered  to  Rofetta,  where  we  entered  the  Nile, 
and  failed  up  that  river  to  Grand  Cairo,  where  we 
furnidied  ourfelves  with  three  or  four  months  pro- 
vifions,  that  were  to  ferve  us  till  our  return  to  Egypt; 
and  hired  camels  to  carrry  us  to  Suez,  a  fmali  town 
iituated  at  the  end  of  the  Red  Sea.  We  there  em- 
barked again,  and  after  about  a  month's  fail,  came 
to  a  place  called  Rabbock,  about  four  days  fail  from 
Mecca,  where  all  the  pilgrims,  except  thofe  of  the 
female  fex,  ftrip  oif  all  their  clothes,  and  covering 
their  bodies  with  only  two  wrappers,  with  their 
beads  bare,  and  fandals  on  their  feet,  go  on  fhore 
and  travel  by  land  to  Mecca ;  when  the  fcorching 
heat  of  the  fun  fometimes  burns  the  ikins  off  their 
backs  and  arms,  and  greatly  fwells  their  heads. 
However,  when  any  man  is  in  danger  of  lofing  his 
health  by  thefe  aufterities,  be  may  lawfully  put  on 
bis  clothes,  on  condition  that  when  he  comes  to 
Mecca,  he  kills  a  iheep,  and  gives  it  to  the  poor. 
But  while  they  wear  this  mortifying  habit,  it  is  held 
unlawful  for  them  fo  much  as  to  cut  their  nails  or 
to  kill  a  loufe  or  a  flea,  though  they  fee  them  fuck- 
ing their  blood.  They  are  likewife  to  entertain  no 
enmity  againft  any  one,  to  be  watchfid  over  their 
tempers  and  paffions^   to  obferve  a  i\n6i  government 
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of  the  tongue,  and  to  make  continual  ufe  of  a  form 
of  devout  expreffions.  Thefe  aufterities  laft  feven 
days. 

At  Grada,  the  neareft  fea  port  town  to  Mecca^ 
from  which  it  is  not  quite  a  day's  journey,  we  un- 
loaded our  ihips,  and  here  were  met  by  perfons  who 
came  to  inftrudl  the  pilgrims  in  the  ceremonies  to 
be  ufed  in  their  worihip. 

On  our  arrival  at  Mecca,  the  above  perfons,  who 
were  our  guides,  condu61:ed  us  into  the  great  itrect 
which  is  in  the  midfi:  of  the  town,  and  to  v\hich  the 
temple  joins:  he  then  directed  us  to  the  fountains 
where  we  performed  our  ablutions,  and  then  he  took, 
us  to  the  temple,  where  leaving  our  Ihoes  with  one 
who  attends  to  receive  them,  we  entered  at  the  door 
called  the  Gate  of  Peace.  Having  proceeded  a  few 
paces,  our  guide  held  up  his  hand  toward  the  Beat 
Allah,  and  uttered  feveral  words  which  the  pilgrims 
repeated  after  him;  burfting  into  tears  at  the  fight  of 
the  building.  After  which  we  were  led  feven  times 
round  it,  and  then  were  condu6ied  into  the  ftreet 
where  we  were  lometimes  to  run,  and  Ibmetimes  to 
walk  very  quick,  the  pilgrims  behaving  with  the 
utmoft  awe  and  trembling  :  performing  thefe  fuper- 
flitious  ceremonies  with  the  appearance  of  the  moil 
extraordinary  devotion.  This  being  over,  we  re- 
turned and  fought  out  for  lodgings. 

All  the  pilgrims  think  it  their  indifpenfable  duty 
to  improve  their  time  while  at  Mecca,  not  only 
in  doing  their  accuftomed  duty,  and  devotion  at  the 
temple,  but  to  fpend  all  their  leifure  time  there,  and 
as  far  as  their  ftrength  will  permit  to  continue  walk- 
ing round  the  Beat  Allah,  at  one  corner  of  which  is 
faftened  a  black  ftone,  framed  in  with  filver,  and 
every  time  they  come  to  that  corner,  they  kifa  the 
ftonej  and  having  gone  round  feven  times,  thev  per- 
form two  prayers.  This  ilone  they  lay  was  formerly 
white,  but  the  lins  of  the  people  who  kifs  it  have 
rendered  it  black. 
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The  temple  of  Mecca  is  a  fquare  building  with  an 
area  on  the  inlide  iurrounded  with  piazzas,  much 
like  thofe  of  the  Royal  Exchange  in  London  :  but 
the  fquare  is  near  ten  times  bigger,  and  over  the 
piazzas  is,  on  eacii  fide,  a  range  of  domes  which  cover 
little  rooms  or  cells,  the  habitations  of  Rich  as  give 
themfelves  up  to  reading  and  a  devout  life  :  and  at 
each  corner  is  a  minaret  or  lleeple,  from  which  the 
criers  call  the  people  to  prayers.  The  area  on  each 
of  the  inclofure,  is  covered  with  gravel,  except  fonie 
paths  that  lead  to  the  Beat  Allah.  There  are  forty. 
two  doors  in  the  outer  building  that  open  into  the 
fquare. 

The  Beat- Allah,  which  ftands  in  the  centre,  is  a 
fquare  foiid  ftru(5ture  near  twenty-four  paces  each  way, 
and  about  twenty  feet  high,  formed  of  large  ftor.es 
perfeftly  fmooth  and  plain,  v^ithout  the  leaft  carved 
work.  It  is  covered  all  over  from  top  to  bottom 
with  a  thick  filk,  and  above  the  nrddle  part  ot  the 
covering  are  letters  of  gold  embroidered  ail  round, 
the  meaning  of  which  I  have  forgot ;  but  I  think 
they  were  fome  devout  expreffions.  Near  the  lower 
part  of  the  building  is  a  large  brafs  ring,  through 
which  pades  a  great  cotton  rope  to  which  the  lower 
part  of  the  covering  is  faitened.  The  threfliold  of 
the  door  is  as  high  as  a  man  can  reach,  and  there- 
fore when  any  pedbn  enters  the  Beat,  a  fet  of  fteps 
are  brought  for  him  to  afcend.  The  door  is  plated 
all  over  with  filver,  and  a  covering  hangs  over  it 
that  reaches  to  the  ground,  which  is  kept  turned  up 
all  the  week  except  on  Thurfday  night  and  Friday, 
which  is  their  Sabbath.  This  covering  of  the  door 
is  fo  thick  embroidered  with  gold,  that  it  weighs 
feveral  fcore  pounds.  The  top  of  the  building  is 
flat,  and  covered  with  lime  and  fand.  It  has  a  long' 
fpout  to  carry  oft^ the  water  when' it  rains,  at  which 
time  the  people  throng  and  fttuggle'  to  get  under  it, 
that  the  water  which  comes  oif  the"' Beat  may  ftdl 
upon   them,  which  they  efteem  a  great  happinefs. 
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and  if  tliey  can  catch  fome  of  it  to  drink,  their  joy- 
is  exceflive. 

Round  the  Beat  is  a  pavement  of  marble  about  fifty 
feet  in  breadth,  on  the  edge  of  which  ftand  pillars  of 
brafs  near  fifteen  feet  high,  and  twenty  feet  diftance 
from  each  other  ;  above  the  middle  part  of  them  iron 
bars  are  faftened  reaching  from  one  to  the  other,  with 
glafs  lamps  hanging  to  each,  by  brafs  wires,  to  give 
light  in  the  night;  for  while  the  pilgrims  ftay  at 
Mecca,  they  pay  their  devotions  as  much  by  night 
as  by  day. 

About  twelve  paces  from  the  Beat  is,  what  they 
call,  the  Sepulchre  of  Abraham,  whom  they  fay  by 
God's  conmiand  built  the  Beat.  This  fepulchre  is 
enclofed  with  iron  gates,  and  has  a  very  handfome 
embroidered  covering.  At  a  fmall  diiiance  from  it 
on  the  left  hand  is  the  well  Zemzem,  the  water  of 
which  is  efteemed  holy.  They  pretend  that  it  is  as 
fweet  as  milk,  but  I  could  perceive  no  other  tafte  in 
it,  but  that  of  common  water,  except  its  being  fome- 
what  brackiih.  The  pilgrims  on  their  firft  coming 
to  Mecca  drink  of  it  unreafonably,  by  which  means 
they  are  not  only  purged,  but  their  flefli  breaks  out 
in  pimples.  This  they  call  the  purging  of  their 
fpiritual  corruptions. 

Many  of  them  carry  fome  of  this  water  home  to 
their  refpective  countries,  in  little  tin  pots,  and  pre- 
fent  perhaps  a  half  a  fpoonful  of  it  to  each  of  their 
friends,  which  they  receive  in  the  hollow  of  their 
hands  with  abundance  of  thanks,  lipping  a  little  of 
it,  and  bellowing  the  reft  on  their  faces  and  naked 
heads. 

Oppofite  each  fide  of  the  Beat  is  a  fmall  ftrufiure 
fupported  on  pillars,  where  the  iman  together  with 
the  mezzins  perform  their  devotions  and  fuperftitious 
ceremonies  in  the  fight  of  all  the  people.  Thefe 
ftruftures  belong  to  four  ditfercnt  forts  of  Maho- 
metans. 
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[To  give  a  more  perfect  idea  of  this  famous  build- 
ing, we  iiave  given  the  reader  the  following  plate,  in 
which 

A  is  the  black  ftone  already  mentioned. 

B  carpets  Ipread  on  the  ground  to  perform  their 
devotions  on. 

C  the  building  in  which  is  the  well  Zemzem,  the 
water  of  which  is  accounted  lalutary  to  thofe  who 
drink  it. 

D  the  gate  of  the  Beat  Allah  confifting  of  two 
folding  doors. 

E  the  Heps  by  which  they  afcend  to  them. 

F  a  pulpit  from  v^hich  the  iman  harangues  the 
people. 

G  the  places  where  the  four  chief  fefts  of  the  Ma- 
hometans meet.]] 

The  Beat  Allah   is  opened   but  two  days  in  the 
fpace  of  lix  weeks,  oneday  for  the  men,  and  the  next 
for  the  women.  As  I  was  at  Mecca  about  four  months, 
1  had  an   opportunity  of  entering  it  twice,  an  ad- 
vantage  which  many  thoufands  of  the  hadgees  have 
not  met  with.     All  that  they  have  to  do  is  to  hold  ; 
up  their  hands,  look   over  each   (i^.ouldcr,   and   fay  j 
vv'eiconie    my  angels,  and  then  offer  fome  petitions  ;  ; 
but  they  are  fo  devout  that  they  v;iil  not  fufFer  their 
eyes  to  wander.     Nay,  they  fay,  that  one  was  ftruck 
blind  for  gazing  about.    Difregarding  this  idle  ftory, 
I   now   and  then  caft  an  obferving  eye:  but  found 
nothing  worthy  of  notice  ;  only  two  wooden  pillars 
to  fupport  the   roof,  and   a    bar  of  iron  faftened  to 
them,  on   which    hang  three  or  four  lilver   lamps,  i 
which  I  fuppofe  are  but  feldom  if  ever  lighted.     TheJ 
floor  and  the  walls  are  of  marbler  and  the  latter  are 
nfually  hung  with  filk,  which  is  pvdled  off  before  the 
hadgees  enter.    Thofe  who  enter  the  Beat  ftay  fcarce 
half  a  quater  of  an  hour,  becaufe  others  wait  for  the 
fame  privilege,  and  while  fome  go  in  others  are  going 
out. 
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After  all  that  will,  have  done  this,  the  fultan  of 
Mecca,  who  is  of  the  race  of  Mahomet,  does  not 
think  himfelf  too  good  to  clean  the  Beat.  He  and 
his  favourites  firft  wa(h  it  with  the  holy  water  Zem- 
zem,  and  after  that  with  fweet  water.  The  lUirs 
which  were  brought  to  enter  in  at  the  door  being 
removed,  the  people  croud  under  the  door  to  receive 
the  fweepings  of  the  water  on  their  bodies,  and  the 
befoms  or  brooms,  with  which  the  Beat  is  cleaned  are 
'broken  to  pieces,  and  thrown  outamongft  the  mob; 
when  he  that  gets  a  fmall  ftick  or  twig  of  it,  keeps 
it  as  a  facied  relic. 

Every  year  the  covering  of  the  Beat  is  renewed,  and 
fent  from  Grand  Cairo  by  order  of  the  grand  fegnior^ 
and  when  the  caravan  goes  with  the  pilgrims  to  Mec- 
ca, the  new  covering  is  carried  upon  two  camels, 
which  do  no  other  work  ail  the  year  long.  It  is 
received  with  extreme  joy,  fome  killing  the  camels 
and  bidding  them  welcome.  The  old  covering  being" 
pulled  down,  the  new  one  is  put  up  by  the  fultan  of 
Mecca ;  and  he  cutting  the  old  covering  in  pieces, 
fells  them   at  a  great  price  to  the  hadgees. 

At  Mecca  are  thoufands  of  blue  pigeons,  which 
none  will aifright  or  abiife,  much  lefs  kill  them,  whence 
they  are  fo  very  tame  that  they  will  pick  meat  out 
of  one's  hand,  and  I  myfelf  have  fed  them.  They  are 
called  the  pigeons  of  the  prophet,  and  come  in  great 
flocks  to  the  temple,  where  they  are  ufually  fed  by 
the  hadgees.  I  have  heard  fome  fay,  that  they  pay 
fuch  reverence  to  the  Beat  Allah,  that  they  will  never 
fly  over  it ;  but  this  is  not  true,  for  I  have  often  feen 
them  fly  over  it. 

The  pilgrims,  before  they  receive  the  honourable 
title  of  hadgee,  again  put  on  their  mortifying  habit, 
and  go  to  an  hill  called  Gibbelel  Orphat,  or  the 
mountain  of  knowledge,  where  there  are  faid  to  meet 
no  lefs  than  70,000  perfons  every  year,  two  months 
and  nine  days  after  the  fall  of  ramadam;  and  it  is 
pretended  that  if  there  are  fewer  than  that  number, 
VOL,  VI.  Y  y 
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God  will  fupply  the  deficiency  by  fo  many  angels. 
Indeed  the  number  of  the  hadgees  at  this  mountain 
lis  very  great,  though  1  cannot  think  it  amounts  tofo 
many.  It  was  however  a  melancholy  light  to  behold 
fo  many  thoufands  in  their  garments  of  humility  and 
mortification,  with  their  naked  heads,  and  their 
cheeks  wet  with  tears :  with  fighs  and  fobs  earneftly 
begging  in  a  form  of  penitential  expreffions,  the 
remiffion  of  their  fins  ;  and  promifing  newnefs  of  life, 
and  thus  continuing  for  the  fpace  of  four  or  five  hours. 
After  this  they  all  at  once  receive  the  title  of  had  gee 
from  the  iman,  which  they  from  thence  enjoy  till 
their  death. 

Immediately  upon  their  receiving  this  name,  the 
trumpet  is  founded,  and  they  all  leave  the  hill  to 
return  towards  Mecca.  Having  proceeded  two  or 
three  miles,  they  reft  for  that  night ;  but  after  their 
devotions,  each  perfon  gathers  49  fmall  ilones  about 
the  fize  of  an  hazel  nut. 

The  next  morning  they  move  to  a  place  called 
Mina  or  Muna,  v/here,  they  fay,  Abraham  went  to 
offer  up  his  fon,  and  there  they  all  pitch  their  tents, 
and  then  every  hadgee  throws  feven  of  the  ftones 
he  had  gathered  at  a  fmall  pillar,  crying.  Hone  the 
devil,  and  them  that  pleafe  him.  There  are  two 
other  of  the  like  pillars  lituated  near  each  other,  and 
at  each  of  the  three,  they,  the  fecond  day,  throw 
feven  ftones,  and  the  fame  number  the  day  after.  It 
is  obfervable,  that  after  they  have  thrown  the  feven 
ftones  on  the  firft  day,  the  country  people  having 
brought  great  flocks  of  Iheep  to  be  fold,  each  perfon 
buys  one,  and  facrifices  it :  fome  of  the  flefh  they 
give  to  their  friends  and  the  poor,  then  pull  off  their 
penitential  habits,  and  fpcnd  the  three  days  in  feftivi- 
ty  and  rejoicings  ;  but  during  this  time,  there  are 
few  who  are  able,  who  do  not  run  once  at  laft,  to 
have  a  frefli  fight  of  the  Beat  Allah,  which  they 
iio  looner  behold^  than  they  burft  into  tears  of  joy. 
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and  having  performed  their  devotions  rettirn  back 
to  Mina. 

The  three  days  being  expired  they  all  return  to 
Mecca,  where  they  muft  not  ilay  above  ten  or  twelve 
days,  during  which  a  great  fair  is  held,  in  which  are 
fold  all  forts  of  Eaft  India  goods.  Alnioft  every  one 
now  buys  a  ihrowd  of  fine  linen  to  be  buried  in,  for 
the  advantage  of  having  it  dipped  in  the  holy-water^ 
and  this  they  are  fure  to  carry  with  them  wherever 
they  go.  The  evening  before  they  go  Mecca,  every 
one  takes  a  folemn  leaves  of  the  Beat  Allah,  from 
which  they  retire  backwards,  holding  up  their  hands 
and  offering  up  their  petitions  with  their  eyes  fixed 
on  the  building  till  they  have  loft  light  of  it,  and 
then  they  burft  hito  tears. 

Mecca  is  fituated  in  a  barren  fpot  about  a  day's 
journey  from  the  red  fea,  and  is  furrounded  by  a 
great  number  of  little  hills.  It  is  without  walls,  and 
the  buildings  very  mean.  The  climate  is  exceeding 
hot,  whence  the  inhabitants,  efpecially  the  men, 
ufually  fleepon  the  tops  of  the  houfes  or  in  the  flreets 
before  their  doors.  Some  lay  their  bedding  on  a 
thin  matt  on  the  ground,  and  others  have  a  flight 
frame,  on  which  they  put  their  bedding  ;  but  before 
they  bring  it  out  they  fweep  the  flreets  and  water 
them.  I  ufually  lay  on  the  top  of  the  houfe  covered 
only  with  a  linen  cloth  dipped  in  water,  and  wrung 
out;  when  I  awoke  I  found  it  dry,  and  therefore 
wetted  it  again,  and  this  I  did  two  or  three  times  in 
a  night. 

On  our  leaving  Mecca  we  proceeded  on  camels  to 
Medina,  where  Mahomet  lies  entombed.  This  is 
but  a  fmall  mean  town  :  but  it  is  walled  round,  and 
has  a  large  mofque,  in  one  corner  of  which  is  a  place 
built,  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  paces  fquare  ;  this 
building  has  fpacious  windows  fenced  with  brafs 
grates.  On  the  infide  it  has  fome  ornaments.  It  is 
covered  with  a  dome,  and  has  a  number  of  lamps; 
fome  relate  that  there  are  no  lefs  than  3000  of  them : 
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but  I  am  fure  there  are  not  above  a  hundred.  In  the 
middle  of  this  place  is  the  tomb  of  Mahomet  fur- 
rounded  by  filk  curtans  like  a  bed  :  but  none  of  the 
hadgees  are  permitted  to  enter  it;  for  the  eunuchs 
alone  go  in  to  light  the  lamps,  which  burn  by  night. 
It  is  pretended  by  fome,  .that  Mahomet's  coffin  is 
fufpended  by  the  attra^ive  virtue  of  a  loadftone, 
fixed  to  the  roof;  but  this  is  falfe  ;  for  when  1  looked 
through  the  grate  of  the  window,  the  curtans  that 
covered  the 'tomb  were  not  half  fo  high  as  tlie  dome, 
fo  that  it  is  impoihble  the  coffin  Ihould  hang  tliere ; 
nor   do  the  Mahometants  pretend  that  it  does. 

On  our  leaving  Medina,  we  paffed  through  Evgpt, 
and  having  reached  Alexandria,  I  was  walking' with 
an  Iriih  renegado  on  the  quay,  where  we  faw  an  Eng- 
lifli  boat  with  a  man  in  it,  v/hom  the  renegado 
earneftiy  defired  me  to  i^ieak  to,  which  i  was  afraid 
of  doing  ;  however,  I  at  Jaft  allied  him  ibme  quef-' 
tions,  which  made  him  enquire  where  I  learnt  Eng- 
liili.  I  told  him  in  England.  He  then  defired  to 
know  if  I  was  an  Englifnman,  and  from  what  part 
of  England  I  came.  I  told  him  from  Exeter,  and 
related  the  manner  in  which  I  was  taken  ;  but  being 
afraid  of  holding  a  long  dilcourfe  with  him,  I  haflijy 
retired. 

The  next  day,  when  I  was  again  walking,  I  ob. 
ferved  the  fame  man  and  another  perfon  with  him, 
who  running  up  to  me  hugged  me  in  his  arms, 
crying,  1  am  glad  to  fee  thee,  with  all  my  heart.  At 
firlt  I  did  not  know  him,  till  he  told  me  who  he 
was,  when  I  found  that  when  bov^s,  we  had  been 
play  fellows.  I  was  very  deiirous  of  having  further 
talk  with  him,  and  he  preifed  me  to  drink  a  g!afs  of 
wme;  but  I  refufed.  He  then  invited  me  to  a  coffee- 
houle;  but  1  told  him  I  could  not  go,  becaufe  it 
would  be  full  of  IVfahometans.  I  however  inquired 
^fter  the  health  of  my  father,  and  my  friends,  and  he 
told  me  that  he  faw  my  father  a  little  before  he  left 
England.    At  my  defire  he  readily  prpmifed  to  carry 
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a  letter  for  me,  and  I  afterwards  fent  by  him  a  Turk- 
ilh  pipe  to  my  father,  a  filk  purfe  to  my  mother,  and 
•gave  him  a  faih  for  himfeif,  telling  him  that  I  hoped 
God  would  find  out  fome  way  for  my  efcape  ;  but  my 
heart  bled  at  parting  with  him. 

My  patroon  had  however,  before  this,  the  gene- 
rolity  to  give  nie,  according  ,to  his  promife,  my 
liberty  at  Mecca.  1  was  therefore  no  longer  a  Have, 
yet  the  cruel  death  that  would  have  been  infiided, 
had  I  been  found  to  endeavour  to  make  my  efcape, 
and  the  ill  conlequence  of  my  giving  room  for  fuch 
a  fufpicion,   made  me  thus  cautious. 

On  my  return  to  Algiers,  I  entered  into  the 
army,  and  my  generous  malter,  who  loved  me  as  if 
I  had  been  his  fon,  freely  gave  me  my  board,  and 
let  me  know  that  he  propofed  to  icave  me  fomething 
conliderable  at  his  death:  but  notwithftanding  this 
pleafing  profpc6t,  and  all  the  gratitude  I  felt  for 
his  kindnefs,  the  hopes  of  being  retaken,  made  me 
leave  him  and  go  to  fea  ;  but  my  wiihes  were  not 
granted  ;  At  length  the  grand  (l-gnior  fending  to  the 
Algerines  for  fome  fnips,  I  refolved  to  go  into  one 
of  them,  flattering  myfelf  with  the  hopes  of  m.aking 
my  efcape  at  Smyrna. 

i  had  fome  time  before  been  afflicted  with  a  humour 
in  one  of  my  eyes,  on  which  I  applied  to  an  Englifn 
Have  who  underftood  phylic  and  furgery,  and  who 
lived  with  Mr.  Butier,  an  Englifli  merchant,  and  he 
undertaking  the  cure,  I  went  twice  or  thrice  a  day 
to  be  dreiTed,  where  beinij  in  no  fear  of  being  feen 
by  a  Mahometan,  I  frequently  took  up  a  bible  and 
read  in  it.  One  day  being  found  thus  em[)]o3'ed  by 
Mr.  Butler,  he  feemed  to  wonder  at  it;  but  all  I 
dared  to  tell  him  was,  that  I  had  no  hatred  to  the 
bible..  In  a  little  time  growing  better  acquainted 
with  him  he  invited  me  to  dinner,  and  among  other 
things  had  a  piece  of  bacon  ,•  but  I  had  tlie  pre- 
caution to  refufe  to  tafte  it.  He,  however,  foon 
found  the  way  to  remove  my  referve^  and  1  opened 


^^8  OF  THE  RELIGION 

my  whole  heart  to  him,  on  which  he  promifed  to 
aiiift  me  all  in  his  power  to  make  my  efcape,  and 
tvas  fo  kind  as  to  propofe  it  to  Mr.  Baker,  conful  of 
Algiers,  the  brother  of  the  conful  of  Tunis,  who  had 
generoufly  endeavoured  to  redeem  me  from  my  flavery 
to  my  fecond  patroon. 

Mr.  Butler  introduced  me  to  that  gentleman,  who 
kindly  wrote  me  a  letter  of  recommendation  to  Mr. 
Raye,  conful  of  Smyrna  •,  charging  me,  if  I  ihould 
be  in  danger  of  death,  or  a  difcovery,  to  convey  it 
overboard,  for  his  Hifety. 

With  this  letter  I  fet  fail  with  the  above  fleet,  and 
on  our  arrival  at  Smyrna,  I  prefented  it  to  the  con- 
ful, who  having  read  it,  ordered  the  interpreter  to 
withdraw,  and  as  foon  as  he  was  gone,  aiked  me  if  I 
was  the  man  mentioned  in  the  letter.  I  told  him  I 
was,  then  obferving  that  the  deiign  was  very  dange- 
rous, and  that  if  it  (liould  be  known  to  the  Turks 
that  he  was  any  way  concerned  in  it,  it  would  coft 
him  his  life  and  all  he  was  worth  ;  he  added,  that 
however,  on  Mr.  Baker's  account,  he  would  do  me 
all  the  fervice  in  his  power:  but  cautioned  me  not 
to  come  to  his  houfe,  except  on  fome  extraordinary 
occaiion. 

A  day  or  two  after  this,  I  found  out  an  Englifh 
■merchant,  who  had  ferved  part  of  his  apprenticefliip 
at  Exeter ;  I  made  myfclf  known  to  him,  and  this 
gentleman  whofe  name  was  Eliot,  promifed  to  affift 
ine,  and  kindly  told  me,  that  I  need  not  run  the 
hazard  of  going  to  the  conful's  houfe  ;  but  if  I  had 
any  thing  of  moment  to  communicate  to  him,  he 
would  do  it  for  me,  and  I  gladly  followed  this  friend- 
ly advice. 

In  a  month's  time  it  was  cried  about  the  city  of 
Smyrna,  that  all  Algerines  (liould  repair  to  their 
ftips.  All  this  time  no  Englifn  or  Dutch  Ihips  came 
to  Smyrna  ;  it  was  therefore  agreed,  that  to  prevent 
fufpicion,  I  fliould  go  to  Scio  with  the  Algerines, 
which    I   accordingly  did,   and   {laid  there  till  the 
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Algerines  were  gone  ;  but  fome  time  after  returned 
to  Smyrna,  where  I  kept  myfelf  very  private,  till  a 
French  fliiip  was  ready  to  fail. 

On  the  evening  before  her  intended  departure  I 
went  on  board,  drefled  like  an  Englifhman,  with  my 
beard  fliaven,  a  campaign  peruke,  and  a  cane  in  my 
hand,  accompanied  by  three  or  four  of  my  friends. 
The  boat  that  carried  us  on  board  was  brought  juft 
to  the  houfe  where  I  lodged  ;  and  as  we  were  going 
into  it,  there  were  fome  Turks  of  Smyrna  walking 
by,   but  they  had  happily  no  fufpicion. 

My  good  friend  Mr.  Eliot  had  agreed  with  the 
captain  of  the  fhip  to  pay  4I.  for  my  pafTage  to  Leg- 
horn; but  neither  the  captain  nor  any  of  the  French- 
men knew  who  I  was.  After  they  had  brought  me 
fafe  on  board,  they  took  their  leave  of  me,  and  told 
me,  that  if  the  fln"p  did  not  fail  the  next  morning, 
they  would  vifit  me  again,  which  accordingly  they 
did,  bringing  wine  and  provifions  aboard,  and  were 
very  merry,  though  I  could  not  help  being  ex- 
tremely uneafy  till  the  fiiip  had  made  fail :  nor  did 
I  enjoy  the  leaft  peace  of  mind  till  we  reached 
Leghorn,  where,  as  foon  as  I  came  afliore,  in  a 
tranfport  of  joy,  I  proftrated  myfelf,  and  kilTed  the 
earth,  bleffing  Almighty  God  for  his  undeferved 
mercy,  in  fuffering  me  once  more  to  fet  my  foot  in  a 
Chriftian  country. 

From  thence  I  fet  out  by  land,  and  having  travel- 
led through  Italy  and  Germany,  and  at  laft  arriving 
at  Helvoetfluys,  crofTed  in  tlie  Englifh  packet  to 
Harwich.  I  had  received  many  inflances  of  civility 
from  ftrangers  on  the  road  ;  but  the  very  firft  night 
I  lay  afliore  in  my  native  country,  I  was  imprefled 
into  the  king's  fervice,  they  being  at  that  time  at 
war  with  France.  And  though  I  made  known  my 
condition,  acquainting  them  how  many  years  I  had 
been  in  ilavery,  and  begged  for  my  liberty  with 
tears,  yet  1  was  carried  to  Coichefter  prifon,  where 
1   lay  fome  days,     While  I  was  there  I  wrote  two 
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letters,  one  to  my  father,  and  the  other  to  Sir 
William  Falkencr,  who  was  one  of  the  Turkey  or 
Suivrna  company  in  London,  and  on  v.'honi  I  had 
a  ftiiall  bill  for  a  litle  money.  In  a  few  days  I  was 
put  aboard  a  fmack,  that  was  to  carry  theiroprelTed 
men  to  the  Dreadnought  man  of  war  ;  but  I  had 
not  been  long  there  before  my  name  was  called, 
there  being  a  iette:  for  me,  when,  to  my  great  fur- 
prize  and  joy,  I  found  it  came  from  Sir  William 
Falkeper,  who,  upon  the  receipt  of  mine,  notwith- 
ftanding  my  being  an  abfolute  ftranger  to  him,  had 
the  humanity  to  go  immediately  to  the  admiralty 
office,  and  get  a  proteftion  for  me,  which  the  lieu- 
tenant had  received.  This  news  was  fo  fudden  and 
tmexpecied,  that  I  could  not  forbear  leaping  on  the 
deck. 

My  linl  bufinefs  on  my  arrival  at  London,  was 
to  wait  on  that  worthy  and  honourable  gentleman, 
to  pay  him  my  thanks  for  fuch  a  lingular  favour, 
After  which  I  made  what  halie  I  could  to  Exeter, 
where  I  at  laft  arrived  to  the  great  joy  of  my  father, 
and  my  other  relations  and  friends,  after  being 
abfent  above  fixteen  years:  but  I  had  the  grief  to 
find  that  ray  mother  had  died  about  a  year  before 
my  return. 
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T.  SHAW,  D.  D.  and  F.  R.  S, 


Containing  a  defcription  of  the  different  kingdoms  and  provinces, 
with  their  governments,  of  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  in- 
habitants ;  with  an  account  of  the  climate,  beafts,  birds,  and 
reptiles  of  thofe  countries. 


JL  HE  author,  wliofe  ingeniona  defcription  of 
the  Holy  Land,  we  have  added  to  Mr.  Maundrells 
travels,  has,  in  his  account  of  Barbary,  ranged  his 
obfervations  under  difl:in6l  heads,  without  mention- 
ing the  time,  place,  or  manner  in  which  they  were 
made:  but  as  the  method  of  furveying  thefe  countries; 
the  diet  and  reception  of  the  traveller,  with  the 
hardfliips  and  dangers  to  which  he  is  expofed,  ought 
not  to  be  pafTed  over  in  filence,  he  gives  the  reader 
in  one  view,  fuch  material  circumftances  and  obferva- 
tions, as  might  have  been  difperfed  through  his 
travels. 

VOL,  vr.  Z  z 
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The  reader  is  therefore  t0  be  informed,  fays  he^ 
that  in  thefeveral  maritime  towns  of  Barbary  where 
Britifli  factories  are  eilablifiied,  I  was  entertained 
with  extraordinary  marks  of  generofity  and  friendihip^ 
having  the  ufe  not  only  of  their  houfes,  but  of  their 
horfes,  their  janizaries  and  fervants.  In  the  inland 
towns  and  villages  there  is  generally  a  home  fet  apart 
for  the  reception  of  ftrangers,  v\/ith  a  proper  officer 
to  attend  it,  where  perfonsare  lodged  and  entertained  i 
for  one  night,  at  the  expenfe  of  the  community,  in 
the  beft  manner  the  place  will  aiTord  ;  but  except 
thefe,  and  the  places  before  mentioned,  I  met  with 
no  houfes  of  entertainment,  through  the  whole  ccurfe 
of  my  travels.  The  furnilhing  ourfeives  with  tents 
would  not  only  have  been  attended  with  expenfe  and 
trouble,  but  would  have  raifed  the  fufpicion  of  the 
Arabs  ;  if  therefore  in  the  courfe  of  our  travels,  we 
did  not  fall  in  with  the  hovels  of  the  Kabyles,  or  the 
encampments  of  the  Arabs,  we  had  nothing  to  pro- 
tect us  either  from  the  fcorc-hing  heat  of  the  fun  by 
day,  or  the  cold  of  the  night,  unlefs  we  had  the 
happinefs  to  find  a  grove  of  trees^,  the  flielf  of  a  rock, 
or  fometimes  by  good  fortune  found  a  cave.  When 
this  happened,  which  was  indeed  but  feidofii,  our 
horfes  were  the  greateft  fuiterers  :  they  were  however 
our  firft  care,  and  we  gathered  for  them  the  grafs> 
Hubble,  boughs  of  trees,  and  fuch  like  provender, 
before  we  fat  dovv'n  to  examine  what  fragments  of  a 
former  meal  were  referved  for  ourfeives. 

When  travelling  in'  Barbary,  we  were  fo  fortunate 
as  to  find  an  encampment  of  the  Arabs,  for  we  were 
not  fond  of  vinting  the  Kabyles,  who  are  not  fo 
eafily  managed,  we  were  entertained  for  one  night 
at  free  coft,  and  furniihed  with  a  fufficient  quantity 
of  provifions  for  ourfeives  and  our  horfes  ;  befides  a 
bowl  of  milk,  and  a  bafeet  of  raifins,  dates,  figs, 
or  other  dried  fruit,  generoufly  prefented  to  us  upon 
our  arrival,  the  mafter  of  the  tent  where  we  lodged, 
ffetched  us^  according  to  the  number  of  our  company 
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either  a  kid,  a  goat,  a  lamb  or  flieep,  lialf  of  which 
was  immediately  boiled  by  his  wife,  and  ferved  up 
with  cufcufu  ;  the  reft  was  uflially  roafted,  and  le- 
ferved  for  our  dinger  or  breakfaft  the  next  day. 

But  though  the  tents  of  the  roving  herdfmen  may 
flaelter  us  from  the  weather,  they  are  not  without  their 
mconveniences  ;  for  the  cold  and  the  dews  to  which" 
We  were  every  night  expofed  in  the  deferts  of  Arabia, 
are  much  more  iupportable  than  the  vermin  and  in- 
fed:l:s,  w'hich  conftantly  molefted  us  here  ;  for  beiides 
fleas  and  lice,  which  are  here  in  all  their  quarters,  the 
apprehenfions  w'e  were  under  of  being  bit  or 
ikung  by  the  viper,  the  fcorpion,  or  the  venomous 
fpider,  rarely  fails,  in  fome  parts  of  thefe  countries, 
to  interrupt  the  reft  fo  grateful  to  a  weary  traveller. 
Indeed  upon  fight  of  one  of  thefe  venomous  creatures, 
a  thaleb  or  writer,  who  happened  to  be  one  of  my 
fpahees,  after  he  had  nuittered  a  few  words,  exhorted 
us  ail  to  take  courage,  as  he  had  made  it  tame  and  - 
harmlefs,  by  his  charms  and  incantations  ;  v-ze  are 
alfo  no  lefs  offended  by  their  kids,  calves  and  other 
young  cattle,  that  are  every  night  tied  up  in  the 
tents,  to  prevent  their  fucking  their  dams  ;  for  the 
cords  being  generally  made  of  loofe  fpun  yarn,  they 
were  continually  breaking  loofe  and  trampling  over 
us. 

When  we  were  entertained  in  a  courteous  manner, 
which  was  not  always  the  cafe  ;  I  ufed  to  give  the 
Biafter  of  the  tent  a  knife,  a  couple  of  flints,  or  a 
little  Englifn  gunpowder,  which  being  much  ftronger 
than  theirs,  they  highly  efteem,  and  keep  it  to  ferve 
as  priming  for  their  fire-arms  ;  and  if  his  wife  was 
obliging  in  making  our  cufcufu  favoury  and  vvith  ex- 
pedition, file  would  return  a  thouland  thanks  for  a 
pair  of  fciiTars,  a  large  needle,  or  a  flvean  of  thread, 
which  are  great  rarities. 

During  the  excefiive  heats  of  fummer,  and  par- 
ticularly when  we  were  afraid  of  meeting  with  a  party 
^f  the  Arab  freebooters,  we   travelled  in  the  nighty 
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which  according  to  their  proverb,  having  no  eyes, 
few  of  them  dare  to  venture  abroad^  from  their  not 
knowing  what  dangers  and  ambufcades  they  may  fail 
into.  We  had  then  frequent  reafon  to  call  to  mind 
the  words  of  the  Pfalmift*,  "  Thou  makcit  darknefs 
**  that  it  may  be  night;  wherein  aii  the  beaits  of 
"  the  foreftsdo  move.  The  lions  roarii  g  after  their 
"  prey ;"  the  leopards,  hyj^nas,  and  a  variety  of 
other  ravenous  beafis  calling  to  and  anfwering  each 
other  ;  the  different  fexes,  by  tliis  means,  perhaps, 
finding  out,  and  correfponding  with  thei  mates,  thefe 
founds  awfully  broke  in  upon  the  foliti'.de,  and  de- 
Ifroyed  the  ideas  ol  the  fafety  we  fought  for  by  travel- 
ling at  this  feafon. 

We  did  not  always  take  ftages  of  the  fame  length, 
for  when  under  the  apprehenfion  of  danger,  we 
travelled  through  all  the  by-paths  that  were  known 
to  our  condu6lors,  without  refting,  fomctimes  twelve, 
or  fifteen  hours  together;  but  an  ordinary  day's  jour- 
ney, exclulive  of  the  time  taken  up  in  making  obfer- 
vations,  feldom  exceeded  eight  or  nine  hours.  We 
conftantly  rofe  at  break  of  day,  and  fetting  forward 
with  the  fun,  travelled  till  the  middle  of  the  after- 
noon, when  we  began  to  look  out  for  the  encamp- 
ments of  the  Arabs;  who,  to  prevent  fuch  parties 
as  ours  coming  to  live  upon  them,  chufe  fuch  places  as; 
are  lealt  confpicuous.  And  indeed,  unlels  wedifcover- 
ed  the  fmoke  of  their  tents,  heard  the  barking  of  their 
dogs,  or  obferved  fome  of  their  flocks,  it  was  with 
difficulty,  we  were  able  to  fiiid  them,  and  all  our 
labour  was  frequently  inefre6fual.  When  we  came 
up  with  them,  we  were  accommodated,  as  I  have; 
already  faid,  for  one  night;  and  if  in  travelling  the 
next  day, 

JVe  chanc'd  to  find 

A  nezv  I'cpajl  or  an  unta/led  Spring, 

We  blefl  our  Jiars,  and  thought  it  luxury. 

Aqbison. 
*  Pfal.  ciii.  2. 
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In  the  Holy  Land,  and  upon  the  ifthmus  between 
Egypt  and  the  Red  Sea,  our  conductors  cannot  be 
too  numerous  ;  but  in  Barbary,  where  the  Arabs 
are  u.ider  great  fubjeCtion,  1  was  rarely  attended  by 
more  than  three  fpahees  and  a  fervant,  all  of  us  well 
armed:  though  we  were  Ibmetimes  obliged  to  aug- 
ment our  numbers,  particularly  when  we  travelled 
among  the  independant  Arabs  on  the  frontiers  of 
the  neighbouring  knigdoms,  or  when  two  contiguous 
cJans  were  at  variance  ;  thefe  and  the  freebooters 
make  no  fcruple.of  robbing,  plundering,  ajid  mur- 
dering, not  only  ftrangers,   but  one  another. 

The  bell  method  to  prevent  falling  into  their 
hands,  is  for  a  traveller  to  be  always  drefled  in  the 
habit  of  the  country,  or  like  one  of  the  fpahees. 
For  the  Arabs,  are  jealous  and  inquilitive,  fufpedl- 
ing  every  itranger  to  be  a  fpy,  and  lint  to  take  a 
furvey  of  thofe  lands,  which,  at  one  time  or  other, 
they  are  taught  to  fear  will  be  reftored  to  the 
Cnrifiians. 

1  csnnot  help  here  obferving,  that  a  traveller  can 
fcarce  fail  of  failing  into  a  ferious  train  of  thought, 
when  he  obferves  fuch  large  fcenes  of  ruin  and 
defolation  as  are  feen  in  thefe  countries.  He  is 
liriick  with  the  folitude  of  the  few  domes  and  por- 
ticoes that  are  left  Handing,  which  h i ft ory  tells  him 
were '.nee  crowded  with  inhabitants:  where  Syphax 
and  MalinifFa,  Scipio  andC«far;  where  the  orthodox. 
Chriftians  and  the  Arians,  the  Saracens  and  the 
Turks  have  in  their  turns  given  laws.  Every  pile, 
every  heap  of  ruins  points  out  to  him  the  weaknefs 
and  inftability  of  all  human  art  and  contrivance, 
reminding  himof  the  many  thoufands  that  lie  buried 
below,  now  loft  in  oblivion,  and  forgotten  to  the 
World. 

Two  of  the  moft  confiderable  diiiri6ls  o('  that  part 
of  Africa,  which  latter  ages  have  diftinguillied  by 
the  name  of  Barbary,  are  the  kingdoms  of  Algiers, 
and  Tunis.     The  former  is  bounded  on  the   north 
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by  the  Mediterranean  Sea  ;  on  the  eaft,  by  the  river 
Zaine^  the  ancient  Tufca,  which  feparates  it  from 
Tunis;   on  the  fouth,   by  the  Sahara,  or  defert ;    on 
the  weft,  by  the  village  of  Tuurit   and   the  mnisn- 
tains   of  Trara,    which  feparate  it  from    Morocco.- 
According  to  the  exa6ieft  obiervlitions  I  could  make, . 
I  find,  its  true  length   from  Twunt  to  Tabarka,  to- 
be  460  mileSj  it  extending  from  fixteen  minutes  weft. 
longitude  frc.ii  London,  to  the  river  Zaine  in  nine 
degrees  fixteen  minutes  eaft.     To  the  weft  it  is  fe;ene-- 
rally  about  (ixty  miles  broad  ;  and  the  eaftern  psrt  is 
no  where  lefs  in  breadth  than  100  miles.    This  coun-  ■ 
try  is  at  prefent  divided  into  three  provinces,  that 
of  Tlemfan  to  the  weft  ;  the  province  of  Titterie  to 
the  fouth,  and  of  Conftantia  to  the  eaft  of  Algiers. 
Each  of  thefe  provinces  is   governed   by    a  bey  or 
viceroy,  appointed  and  removed  at  pleafure  by  the 
dey  of  Algiers. 

The  remarkable  chain  of  hills  which  geographers 
fometimes  place  between  this  country  and  the  Sahara, 
and  at  others  within  the  dominions  of  Algiers,  I 
take  to  be  a  continuation  of  Mount  Atlas,  though 
they  are  not  fo  high  as  they  are  reprefented  by  the 
ancients  :  for  thofe  parts  of  them  which  I  have  feen, 
are  rarely  equal  to  {bme  of  the  moft  lofty  mountains 
in  our  ifiand  ;  and  I  queftion  whether  they  are  any 
where  ib  high  as  the  Alps  or  the  Appenines.  If 
you  form  the  idea  of  a  number  of  hills,  ufually  of 
the  perpendicular  height  of  four,  five,  or  fix  hun- 
dred yards,  with  an  eafy  afcent,  adorned  with  groves 
of  fruit  andforeli  trees,  riling  fuccellively  one  behind 
another,  with  here  and  there  a  rocky  precipice,  and 
place  upon  its  fide  orits  fummit,  a  villageof  Kabyles, 
encompalled  with  a  mud  wall,  you  will  have  a  juil 
and  lively  idea  of  one  of  thefe  mountains,  and  you 
will  have  no  occafion  to  heighten  the  pidlure,  with 
the  imaginary  nofturnal  iiames'the  melodious  founds, 
or  the  lafcivious  revels  of  the  fi(5^iiious  beings  attri- 
buted to  them  by  the  ancients.  '     i 
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Tvviint  and  the  mountains  of  Trara,  are  the  wef- 
tcrn  confines  of  the  province  of  Tieniian,  as  the  river 
Ma-faffron,  at  near  200  miles  diitance,  bounds  it  to 
the  ea(t.  This  province  is  almoft  equally  diftributed 
into  mountains  and  valleys.  Twunt^  the  frontier 
village  of  the  Algerines  to  the  fea,  is  lituated  about 
four  leagues  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Cape  Flone,  and 
defended  by  a  frnail  fort.  This  cape  is  the  largeft 
and  one  of  the  moll;  confpicuous  promontories  to 
tiie  eaftward   of  the  river  Malva  or  MelJooia. 

At  fome  diftance  from  the  above  cape  is  the  river 
Tafna,  on  the  weftern  bank  of  which,  almoft  con- 
tiguous to  the  fea,  are  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Siga^ 
once  a  royal  city  of  the  Numidian  kings. 

The  firft  town  on  the  coaft  of  any  note^  is  the 
city  of  Warren,  commonly  called  Oran  ]  which  is 
about  a  mile  in  circumference,  and  lituated  on  a  de- 
clivity near  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  on  the  fummit 
of  which  are  two  caftles.  Within  lefs  than  half  a 
furlong  of  this  mountain  is  another  caftle  in  a  iitua- 
tion  fomewhat  higher  than  the  former  ;  but  a  large 
vale  lying  between  them,  their  refpective  ridges  are 
fo  remarkably  difunited,  as  to  form  a  convenient 
land  mark  for  mariners.  To  the  fouth  and  fouth- 
eaft  are  two  other  caftles  ere6ied  upon  the  fame  level 
with  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  but  feparated  from  it 
by  a  deep  winding  valley,  which  may  be  conlidered. 
as  a  natural  trench  to  the  fouth  fide  of  the  city.  In 
the  upper  part  of  this  valley  is  a  fpring  of  excellent 
water  above  a  foot  in  diameter;,  which  forming  a 
rivulet,  adapts  its  courfe  to  the  feveral  vv.indings  of 
the  valley,  and  palling  under  the  walls  of  the  city, 
"plentifully  fa pplies  it  with  water.  At  every  open- 
ing of  this  valley  we  fee  fuch  a  confufed  view  of 
precipices,  plantations  of  orange  trees,  and  rills  of 
water  trickling  down  from  the  rocks,  as  appears 
extremely  delightful  ;  for  nature  rarely  difplays  fuch 
a  variety  of  profpects  and  cool   retreats.     Near  this 
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fiDe  fpring  is  another  cafile,  which  is  alfo  an  Im- 
portant defence  to  the  city. 

1  hree  oi"  thefe  callles  are  regular  polygons  :  but 
the  other  two,  that  is,  the  higheft  upon  the  ridge, 
and  the  eaitei  molt  of  thoic  beiore  the  town,  are  of  a. 
diiierent  i-orm,  and  buiit  hke  the  old  Englilh  caltles, 
with  battlements  and  loop-holes. 

The  City  of  Oraii  has  only  two  gates,  both  of 
which  open  into  the  valley.  The  gate  of  the  fea, 
the,nai3)e  given  to  that  neareft  the  port,  has  a  large 
fquarc  tower  erected  over  it,  which,  upon  occafion, 
iiiight  be  converted  into  a  fort.  Adjoining  to  the 
upper  gate,  called  the  Gate  of  Tlemlam,  is  an  ob- 
long battery  ;  and  the  citadel  raifed  on  the  higheit 
part  of  the  city  towards  the  north-weft,  has  ail  its 
angles  mounted  with  cannon,  while  the  lower  and 
oppofite  corner  towards  the  north-eaft  is  defended 
by  a  regular  baftion. 

The  Spaniards  on  their  taking  this  city,  built 
feveral  beautiful  churches  and  other  edifices  in  the 
Roman  ityle,  but  of  leis  ftrength  and  folidity,  and 
have  aifo  imitated  them  in  carving  upon  the  friezes 
and  other  convenient  places,  infcriptions  in  large 
charaflers  in  their  own  language. 

Three  Roman  miles  from  Oran  is  Arzew,  the  an- 
cient Arelenaria,  behind  which  the  country  extends 
in  rich  champaign  grounds  ;  but  on  the  other  fide  v.e 
look  down  upon  the  fea,  from  precipices  that  are  a 
natural  fafe-guard  to  the  city.  Yet  the  water  at 
prefent  ufed  by  the  inhabitants,  is  drawn  from  wells 
below  the  precipices,  that  appear  as  old  as  the  city ; 
but  this  water  being  beneath  the  furface  of  the  fea 
is  brac'iiih  ;  however,  to  procure  the  advantage  of 
frefh  water,  the  city  was  built  on  cifferns  cut  in  the 
n)ck,  in  order  to  colIe<5f  that  which  fell  in  rain. 
But  though  theie  frill  fubfiil,  they  are  converted 
into  a  different  iife,  and  ferves  the  inhabitants  as 
caves  to  dwell  in.     Among  the  ruins  of  the  iuicient 
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fity  sKe  fcattered  feveral  capitals,  bafes  and  (hafts 
/of  columns  ;  a  well  wrought  Corinthian  capital  qf 
Parian  marble  fupports  a  Imith's  anvil  ;  and  in  the 
cadi's  houfe  I  accidentally  difcovered  a  beautiful 
Mofaic  pavement,  through  the  rents  of  a  ragged  car- 
pet fpread  over  it.  There  is  here  aifo  a  fepulchrai 
chamber  fifteen  feet  fquare,  built  plain  without  niches 
or  any  other  ornaments  ;  though  on  the  walls  are 
feveral  Latin  infcriplions  in  Roman  capitals. 

Five  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  Arzew  is  a  large 
fpace  of  ground  full  of  pits,  from  which  the  neigh- 
bouring people  are  fupplied  with  fait.  This  com- 
modity, from  the  facility  of  digging  it,  and  the  fliort- 
iiefs  of  carriage  to  the  adjacent  port,  would,  under 
,any  other  government,  be  an  invaluable  branch  of 
trade,  the  pits  being  inexhauftible. 

Thefe  fait  pits  take  up  an  area  of  about  iix  miles 
in  com  pals,  furrounded  with  mountains.  In  winter 
this  fpace  appears  like  a  lake;  but  in  fummer  the 
water  is  exhaled  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  and  the  fait 
left  behind  chryftalized. 

Five  miles  to  the  eaft  of  Arzew  we  pafs  by  two 
galley  ports,  under  fome  lleep  rocky  cliffs,  one  of 
which  opens  towards  a  place  called  Muftigannim,  and 
the  other  towards  Arzew.  Both  feem  to  have  been 
under  the  prote6lion  of  a  fort  lituated  above  them, 
that  was  formerly  fupplied  with  water  from  an  ad- 
jacent mountain,  by  a  conduit  that  might  be  eafily 
■repaired  for  ufe, 

.  The  next  town  to  which  Vv^e  came  was  Mazagran 
or  Mazachran,  an  inconijderable  place,  encompaifed 
by  mud  walls,  and  fituated  upon  the  weftern  declivi- 
ty of  a  range  of  hills,  within  a  furlong  of  the  fea. 
In  travelling  between  this  place  and  Muftigannim 
we  were  entertained  with  the  profpe«51:  of  a  number  of 
orchards,  gardens  and  country  feats,  ranged  in  a 
.beautiful  variety  along  the  Ihore,  A  chain  of  hills 
'bounds  them  to  the  fouth  and  fouth-eaft,  which  liot 
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only  intercepts  the  noxious  winds  from  thefe  planta- 
tions ;  but  every  where  breaks  out  m  fountains  to 
cherilli  them  during  the  hotter  feaibns. 

Near  it  is  the  city  of  Muftigannim,  which  was 
once  an  epifcopal  fee,  when  this  country  was  in  the 
pofTeffion  of  the  Chriilians.  This  laft  place  is  biggei: 
than  Oran,  and  built  in  the  form  of  a  theatre,  with  a 
full  profpe61:  of  the  Mediterranean  ;  but  on  every 
other  fide  is  enclofed  up  by  a  circular  range  of  hills 
that  hang  over  it.  The  inhabitants  have  a  tradition 
that  the  prefent  city  was  compofed  of  feveral  conti- 
guous villages,  and  fome  vacant  fpaces  between  the 
ilreets  feem  to  confirm  this  opinion.  In  the  midft  of 
the  city,  near  one  of  thefe  vacant  fpaces,  are  the 
remains  of  an  old  Moorilh  caftle,  which  from  its 
form  feems  to  have  been  erected  before  the  invention 
of  fire  arms.  The  north-v/eft  corner  of  Muftignan- 
nim,  which  overlosks  the  port,  is  furrounded  by  a 
ftrong  wall  of  hewn  ftone,  and  has  another  caitle 
built  in  a  more  regular  manner,  with  a  Turkilh 
garrifon  for  its  defence  ;  but  the  city  being  too  much 
expofed  to  any  body  of  men  that  might  lodge  them- 
felves  on  the  hills  behind  it,  its  principal  ftrength 
lies  in  the  citadel  ere6fed  upon  one  of  thofe  emi- 
nences, which  has  a  full  command  of  the  city  and 
country  around  it. 

The  good  mafonry  and  beauty  ftill  fo  obfervable 
in  fome  walls  and  a  caftle  to  the  north-weft,  render 
it  probable,  that  they  formerly  belonged  to  fome 
Roman  fabric  ;  but  I  did  not  meet  with  any  thing 
that  had  the  appearance  of  the  ancient  archite^fure. 
However,  both  Muftigannim  and  Mazagran  are 
fo  copioufly  fupplied  with  water,  fo  commodioufly 
iituated  with  regard  to  the  fertile  and  extenfive 
downs  behind  them,  and  enjoy  fuch  a  delightful 
profpe6l  of  the  fea  and  its  coaft,  that  they  feem 
ilations  too  valuable  to  be  negle61ed  by  the  Ro- 
inans>  and  it  is  probable  that  here  was  the  city  of 
Carteniia. 
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Three  leagues  to  the  north-eaft  is  a  heap  of  ruins 
encloling  a  fountain  of  excellent  water,  near  which  a 
bloody  battle  is  faid  to  have  been  fought,  in  which 
the  weaker  party  were  all  put  to  the  fword  ;  whence 
this  place  is  called  Kelmeeta,  or  All  dead  ;  and  three 
miles  to  the  north-weft  of  this,  is  the  mouth  of  the 
ShellifF,  the  molf  coniiderahle  river  in  the  kingdom, 

Farther  to  the  eafl:-north  cait,  at  a  fmall  diftance 
from  the  fca  is  Tnis  or  Tennis,  which  though  in  a 
lov/  dirty  fituation,  v/as  belbre  the  conqueft  of  the 
Barbarolfe,  the  metropolis  of  one  of  the  petty  king- 
doms of  this  country,  it  has  now  only  a  few  n.ifera- 
ble  houfes,  with  a  little  brook  winding  by  them; 
but  it  has  been  long  famous  for  the  great  quantity  of 
corn  (hipped  off  from  thence  to  Chriftendom.  The 
Moors  have  a  tradition  that  the  Tnillans  were  for- 
merly in  fuch  reputation  tor  forcery,  that  Pharaoh 
fent  for  the  wifeft  of  them  to  difpute  miracles  with 
Mofes,  and  they  are  ftill  the  greateft  cheats  of  ail  this 
country. 

Farther  to  the  eaftward  is  the  city  of  SherOiell, 
where  the  inhabitants  are  famous  for  making  earthern 
vefTels,  fteel^  and  fuch  iron  ware  as  are  m  demand 
among  the  neighbouring  Kabyles  and  Arabs.  It 
confifts  of  low  tiled  houfes,  and  is  a  mile  in  circuit  ^ 
but  was  once  much  larger,  and  the  feat  of  one  of  the 
petty  kings  of  the  country.  This  town  is  lituated 
amidft  the  ruins  of  a  city  that  was  not  much  inferior 
to  Carthage  in  extent.  Thefe  ruins  are  a  proof  of 
its  former  magnificence  ;  for  they  abound  with  fine 
capitals,  columns,  capacious  cifterns,  and  beautiful 
Mofaic  pavements.  The  water  of  the  river  Hefliem, 
as  it  is  now  called,  was  conveyed  thither  through 
a  large  and  noble  aqueduft,  little  inferior  to  that  of 
Carthage,  in  the  loftinefs  and  ftrength  of  its  arches^ 
feveral  of  the  fragments  of  whicn  fcattered  among 
the  neighbouring  mountains  and  vallies  are  incontef- 
tible  proofs  of  the  grandeur  and  beauty  of  the  work. 
Thei-e  are  likewife  tvv'O  other  conduits,  brought  from 
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the  mountains  to  the  fouth  and  fouth-well;  thefe  fiill 
fubfift,  and  as  they  furnidi  Slien'heli  with  exceiient 
water,  while  that  of  the  wells  is  brackilh,  they  may 
juftly  be  confidered  as  two  ineftiniable  legacies  left  to 
this  place  by  the  ancients. 

The  fituation  of  this  place  was  nobly  adapted  to 
flrength  and  beauty.  It  was  fecured  from  the  en- 
croachments of  the  lea  by  a  (Irong  wall  near  forty 
feet  high,  fupported  by  buttreiles,  and  winding  neat" 
two  miles  along  the  feveral  creeks  of  the  fea  Ihore. 
For  two  furlongs  within  this  wall  the  city  was  on  a 
level,  and  afterwards  rofe  gradually  for  the  fpaceof  a 
mile  to  a  confiderable  height,  extending  over  a  va- 
riety of  little  hills  and  valleys.  One  of  the  principal 
gates  on  the  land  fide,  placed  about  a  furlong  belo\\^ 
the  fumniit  of  thefe  hills,  leads  to  the  rugged  ruoun- 
tains  of  the  Beni  Menalfer  ;  and  of  the  two  others 
near  the  ftiore,  that  to  the  weftward  lies  under  the 
iliadeof  the  high  mountainsof  the  Beni  Yifrah,  while 
theeaftern  gate  opens  towards  the  mountainous  dif- 
tri6f  of  Shenoah. 

This  place,  from  many  circumftances,  evidently 
appears  to  have  been  the  Julia  Cfj^faria  ot  the  Romans, 
which  was  the  fee  of  a  biHiop.  The  inhabitants  have 
a  tradition  that  the  whole  city  was  deftroyed  by  ^n 
earthquake,  and  that  the  port,  which  was  formerly 
large  and  commodious,  was  reduced  to  its  prefent 
miferable  condition,  from  the  arlenal  and  the  other 
adjacent  buildings  being  thrown  into  it  by  the  Ihock. 
The  cothon,  which  had  a  communication  with  the 
weflern  part  of  the  port,  aifords  a  proof  ol  the  truth 
of  this  tradition,  for  when  the  fea  is  low  and  calm, 
we  difcover  all  over  the  area  malTy  pillars,  and  pieces 
of  great  walls  that  can  fcarcely  be  conceived  to  come 
there  by  any  other  way,  than  by  fome  fuch  violent 
concuffions.  Indeed  no  place  could  be  better  contrived 
for  the  convenience  and  fafety  of  their  velfels  than 
this  cothon,  which  was  5^0  yards  fqtiare,  and  in  every 
■part  fecure  from  the  windj  thefwell  and  the  current 
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©f  the  fea,  which  are  troublelbme  enough  in  the  port. 
The  founders  art  and  ingenuity  in  fiipplying  it  with 
water  cannot  be  futliciently  admired.  For  this  pur- 
poie  feveral  floors  and  pavements  ot^  terrafs  and  molais 
work  were  laid  upon  an  eminence,  forming  the  north- 
ern mound  ot  the  port  and  the  cothon,  in  w^hich  the 
rain  water  was  received  as  it  fell,  and  thence  convey- 
ed by  means  of  ibme  fmall  conduits,  into  an  oval 
ciilern  capable  of  containing  many  thoufand  tuns  of 
wacer.  This  port  is  nearly  of  a  circular  form,  200 
yards  in  diameter  ;  but  that  part  of  it  which  was 
formerly  moll  fecure,  is  now  filled  up  by  a  fand  bank, 
that  IS  daily  encrealing.  - 

The  country  about  the  city  is  extremely  fertile, 
and  exceedingly  well  watered  by  feveral  brooks  ;  on 
the  banks  of  one  of  them  is  an  old  ruined  town  under 
a  high  rocky  precipice;  and  at  fome  diftance  near 
thefe  fountains  the  Algerines  havea  fortrefs,  in  which 
is  a  garrifon  of  Moors  and  Arabs,  to  prevent  the  in- 
curfions  of  the  Bene  Menafler.  Certainly  nothing 
can  be  more  entertaining  than  the  variety  of  profpecSts 
every  where  to  be  met  with  in  this  delightful  coun- 
try.^ 

Five  miles  to  the  northward  of  this  fortrefs  is  the 
high  mountain  of  Shenoah,  which  extends  above 
two  leagues  along  the  fliore,  and  is  covered  to  its 
very  fummit  with  a  fucceffion  of  fine  plats  of  arable 
land,  almoft  every  where  hedged  in  with  fruit-trees. 

Having  palled  tlie  river  Gurmoat,  which  is  formed 
by  feveral  rills  of  water  that  fail  from  this  mountain, 
we  difcover  a  number  of  Itone  coffins  of  an  oblong 
figure,  and  a  little  farther  to  the  eali,  under  a  riling 
ground,  are  the  ruins  of  Tefefilid  or  TfeOad,  extend- 
ing two  miles  along  the  fea  Ihore,  but  the  breadth  is 
not  equal  to  one  third  part  of  the  length.  Both  at 
this  place,  and  at  Sherfhell,  we  fee  many  arches  and 
walls  of  brick,  of  a  kind  not  commonly  found  in 
other  parts  of  Barbary,  where  we  may  fuppofe  the 
work  to  be  Roman.     The  bricks  are  of  a  fine  pafte 
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and  colour,  only  two  inches  and  a  half  thick,  but 
near  a  foot  {quare. 

Tefefiad  is  fituated  thirteen  miles  from  Sherfliell, 
and  appears  to  have  been  the  ancient  Tapfa,  which 
was  the  fee  of  a  bifhop.  The  coail  all  along  from  this 
place  to  Algieis,  in  fome  parts  for  the  breadth  of  two 
or  three  leagues  together,  is  either  woody  or  moun- 
tainous, by  which  the  fine  plains  of  the  Mittijiah  be- 
hind it,  are  (heltered  from  the  northerly  blafts  of 
■wind  from  the  fea. 

The  Rubber,  Romifh  or  Roman  fepulchre,  or  as  it 
may  likewife  be  rendered  the  fepulchre  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  women,  is  fituated  on  the  mountainous  part  of 
the  fea  coaft,  feven  miles  from  TefeiTad,  and  is  a  foild 
compa6l  edifice  ;  it  confiftsof  a  very  high  bafe,  on 
which  is  formed  a  kind  of  pyramid  of  fteps.  This 
ftru6fure,  which  is  built  of  the  fineft  free-ftone,  I 
computed  to  be  an  hundred  feet  in  height,  and  the 
diameter  of  the  bale  ninety.  The  opinion  that  this 
firu61ure  was  erected  over  a  large  treafure,  has  caufed 
feveral  parts  of  it  to  be  broken  down  ;  however,  it 
is  ftill  of  a  fufficient  height  to  be  a  convenient  land 
mark  for  manners.  This  appears  to  be  the  monu- 
ment built  by  Mela  for  the  royal  family  of  th^ 
Numidiam  kings. 

We  (hall  now  examine  the  fcuthern  parts  of  this 
province,  and  Ihali  begin  v^'ith  the  city  of  Tremefen, 
or  according  to  the  pronunciation  of  the  Moors 
and  Arabs,  Tlemfan,  or  Telemfan.  It  is  iituated 
upon  a  riling  ground  below  a  range  of  rocky  pre- 
cipices, upon  the  firft  ridge  of  which  is  a  long  narrow- 
piece  of  level  ground,  watered  by  many  fprings, 
5 which  uniting  their  ftreams,  fall  in  a  variety  of 
'cafcades  in  their  approach  to  Tlemfan  ;  the  wefter- 
moft  of  thefe  rivulets  turning  a  variety  of  mills.  In 
the  city  is  a  large  refervoir  of  water,  conducted 
thither  b)^  a  fubterraneous  channel,  and  from  thence 
the  ufuai  demands  of  the  city  are  fupplied;  for  which 
g^irpoie  the  water  is  conduced  from  thence  to  the 
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eaftlej  the  mofques,  and  other  places.  In  the  vveit 
part  of  the  city  is  a  fquare  bafon  of  Moorifn  work- 
manihip  200  yards  long,  and  about  half  as  broad, 
in  which,  according  to  a  tradition  of  the  inhabitants, 
the  kings  of  Tiemfan  took  the  diverfion  of  failing, 
while  their  fubjedts  were  at  the  fame  time  taught  the 
are  of  navigation  :  but  this  bafon  was  probably 
defigned  rather  as  a  refervior  in  cafe  o[  a  fiege,  and  to 
prelerve  at  all  other  times  a  quantity  of  water  futiici- 
ent  to  refrerti  the  great  number  of  fine  gardens  and 
plantations  below  it. 

Moft  of  the  walls  of  Tiemfan  are  compofed  of  a 
mortar  made  of  fand,  lime  and  fmall  pebbles,  which 
being  well  tempered  and  wrought  together,  form  a 
fubllance  that  has  all  the  ftrength  and  folidity  of 
ftone. 

Tiemfan  was  formerly  divided  into  diilin6l  wards 
or  partitions,  in  order,  perhaps,  the  better  to  put  a 
itop  to  any  inteiline  commotion^  or  to  prolong  a 
fiege.  There  were'two  of  thefe  divifions  in  the  time 
of  Edreti,  each  of  which  might  be  conlidered  as  a 
diftin(5i  city ,  it  being  of  a  fquare  or  oblong  figure, 
enclofed  by  a  wall  of  the  fame  ftru6ture  with  that  of 
the  city  •  but  about  the  year  1670,  Haflan,  Dey  of 
Algiers,  iaid  moft  of  the  city  in  ruins,  as  a  punifli- 
raent  for  the  difaffection  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
ancient  Tiemfan  was  about  four  miles  round  ;  but 
at  prefent  there  is  not  above  one  fixth  part  of  it  re- 
maining. Among  thefe  ruins  we  meet  vv'ith  feverai 
Ihafts  of  pillars,  and  other  fragments  of  Roman  anti- 
quities ;  and  in  the  walls  of  an  old  mofque,  I  law  a 
number  of  altars  dedicated  to  the  Dii  Manes. 

In  the  village  of  Hubbed,  a  mile  to  the  eaft-ward 
of  Tiemfan,  is  the  tomb  of  Sedi  Boumaidian,  which 
is  vifited  by  all  the  neighbouring  people  with  the 
greateft  devotion.  At  the  llmie  diftance  to  the  weft- 
ward  was  the  city  of  Maniburah,  which  at  prefent 
has  neither  houfe  nor  inhabitant,  though  tlie  greateft 
part  of  the  wall,  which  is  built  in  the  fame  laanner 
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as  that  of  Tlemfan^  is  ftill  remaining,  and  enclofes 
an  area  of  two  miles  in  compafs,  above  half  of  it 
arable  land.  Near  the  centre  of  this  area  is  a 
fountain,  and  a  high  beai:tiiul  tower;  but  the 
mofque  which  belonged  to  it  has  undergone  the  fate 
of  the  other  buildings. 

The  plains  of  Zeidoare  begin  at  the  river  Iiler, 
below  Tlemfan,  and  extend  themielves  through  a 
beautiful  interchange  of  hilis  and  valleys,  to  the 
diil:ance  of  thirty  miles:  this  delightful  diftri<5f^ 
watered  by  a  number  of  fprings  and  rivulets,  is 
cultivated  by  tvvo  numerous  clans  of  Arabs,  named 
Welled  Zeire,  and  Haifa.  About  the  middle  of  this 
tra6l,  is  a  high  pointed  precipice,  called  the  Pinnacle 
of  the  Ravens,  with  a  branch  of  the  Sinan  running 
below  it.  This  river  waters  a  piece  of  ground  on 
which  formerly  ftood  a  city  of  the  fame  name,  ^2 
miles  to  the  northward  of  Tlemfan 

Near  this  river,  I  was  flievvn  the  place  where 
Barbaroffa  ftrewed  about  his  treafure  ;  his  laft,  but 
fruitlefs  effort  to  retard  the  purfuit  of  his  enemies. 
Upon  an  eminence  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river  is  a 
Moorifh   lan61uary  inhabited  by  feveral  religious. 

Eight  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  Muftigannim  is 
El  Callah,  the  beft  market  of  this  country  for  car- 
pets. It  is  a  dirty,  ill  contrived  town,  built  on  an 
eminence  of  a  chain  of  other  mountains.  An  und 
it  are  feveral  villages  of  the  fame  name,  and  in  a 
like  fituation,  all  of  them  employed  in  the  fame 
manufaclure.  It  is  defended  by  a  citadel  and  garri- 
fon,  and  from  fome  large  itones  and  pieces  cf  m.arble 
that  are  here  and  there  to  be  met  with,  we  have 
fome  reafon  to  believe  it  was"  formerly  a  city  of 
the  Rom^uis,  perhaps  the  Gitiui  or  the  Apfer  of 
Ptolemy. 

in  a  fine  plain,  five  leagiies  to  the  fouthward  of 
El  Callah,  is  the  town  of  Mafcar,  which  confifls  of 
a  confiderable  number  of  houfes  built  witii  mud  walls; 
it  has  leveral  leller  villages  in  its  neigh. bourhpod^ 
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and.  a  little  fort,  to  prevent  any  fudden  revolt  of 
.  the  Arabs;  but  it  is  liot  allowed  to  have  a  TurkiOi 
garrifon. 

Ninety  miles  to  the  eaftward  of  Tlemfan  are  the 
ruins  of  Tagadempt,  a  large  city  fitiiated  between 
the  rivers  Mina  and  Archew  ;  but  abandoned  a  few 
years  ago  by  the  Arabs,  who  have,  as  ufuai,  taken 
,  care  to  leave  us  feveral  marks  of  their  own  humility 
i  and  ignorance  ii^  architecture,  by  defacing  or  pulling 
down  whatever  was  beautiful  or  magoilicent  in  the 
buildings  of  their  anceftors. 

Six  leagues  to  the  call  of  Tagadempt  are  the  ruins 
of  Meratte,  and  two  leagues  farther  are  thofe  of 
Loho.  The  fertile  country  below  the  parallel  of  the 
place  vv^here  the  laft-raentioned  city  formerly  ftood, 
is  .cultivated  by  the  Sweede  or  Swidde,  the  moit 
powerful  tribe  of  Arabs  in  this  province.  The 
name  fignifies  black,  and,  I  am  told,  was  occalioned 
by  a  ftandard  of  that  colour  formerly  difplayed  in 
their  marches  and  battles.  They  pay  nolaxes,  and 
ferve  the  Algerines  only  as  volunteers. 

Seven  miles  farther  are  the  ruins  of  Mejiddah, 
formerly  a  Roman  fiation,  feated  upon  a  riling  ground 
with  the  river  ShellifF  below  it ;  and  at  fome  dif- 
tanceon  the  banks  of  the  fame  river,  are  the  ruins 
of  Memon  and  Sinaah,  formerly  two  contiguous 
cities,  and  the  fee  of  a  bilhop.  The  latter,  which 
I  judged  to  be  three  miles  in  circuit,  feems  to  have 
been  by  far  the  moft  conliderable  ;  but  the  only  re- 
mains now  to  be  feen,  are  large  pieces  of  wails,  and 
feveral  capacious  ciiterns. 

El  Khadarah,  according  to  EJrefi,  the  ancient 
Ghadra,  which  was  the  fee  of  a  bliliop,  is  the  next 
remarkable  place  in  this  fituation.  It  is  likewife 
feated.  on  a  rifmg  ground  on  the  banks  of  the  SheliiiF 
and  is  equal  to  Sinaah  in  the  extent  of  its  ruins.  A 
range  of  mountains  rifmg  from  the  oppolite  bank 
of   the    Shelliif,    fnelter   it  from   the   north   ^vi^d, 
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while  two  other  mountains,  at  a  mile's  diftance^ 
fronting  it  from  the  fouth,fuppiy  the  beautiful  little 
plain  they  inciofe,  with  a  plentiful  rill  of  water.  A 
few  paces  to  the  eaft  of  the  ruins  of  Chadra  are  the 
remains  of  a  large  ftone  bridge,  perhaps  the  only 
one  ever  built  over  the  ShellifF,  notwithftanding 
the  inconveniences  which  travellers  are  fometimes, 
in  winter,  obliged  to  fuffer,  by  waiting  a  month  to- 
gether on  its  banks,  before  they  can  ford  it. 

On  an  eminence,  three  miles  from  the  ruins  of 
Sinaah,  is  a  mud  wailed  village  under  the  Turkifh 
yoke,  named  Merjejah,  only  remarkable  for  being 
imder  the  influence  and  protection  of  a  family  of 
Marabbuts,  the  greateft  and  moft  powerful  of  this 
country,  who  have  fucceeded  from  father  to  fon 
through  a  number  of  ages. 

Beni  Rafhid,  the  Beni  Arax  of  modern  geographers, 
which  is  feated  eight  miles  from  Merjejah,  is  in  much 
the  fame  iituation.  It  made  a  confiderable  figure 
in  former  ages,  and  had  a  citadel,  2000  houfes,  and 
a  race  of  brave  and  warlike  inhabitants,  that  com- 
manded the  country  as  far  as  El  Callah  and  Mafcar. 
But  at  prefent  the  caftle  is  in  ruins ;  th-e  2000  houfes 
and  its  large  territories  are  reduced  to  a  few  cottages, 
and  its  inhabitants  are  become  cowardly  and  timo- 
rous. The  nature  of  the  foil  is,  however,  ftill  the 
fame,  and  is  famous  for  producing  figs  and  other 
fruit,  remarkably  large  and  delicate. 

Defcending  the  mountains  of  Beni  Ralhid,  we 
came  to  El  Herba,  formerly  a  Roman  city,  fome- 
thing  more  than  a  mile  in  circuit,  fituated  two  leagued 
to  the  eadward  of  the  village  of  Beni  Rafliid.  Here 
are  feveral  columns  of  a  bluifli  coloured  marble, 
of  good  workmanfhip  :  but  their  capitals,  which  are 
"  of  the  Corinthian  order,  are  much  defaced. 

Palling  to  theeaftward  over  a  fertile  plain,  through 
which  the  river  ShellifF  pleafantly  winds  its  flrearn, 
we  come  to  Maniana  or  Maliana,  built  upon  a  moun- 
tain,  two  leagues  from  Ei  Herba.    This  city,  which 
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was  once  the  fee  of  a  biiliop,  has  at  a  diftance  the 
appearance  of  antiquities  ;  but  the  fatigue  of  ciimb- 
ing  up  to  it,  is  poorly  recompeofed  by  the  figlitof 
only  a  fmall  village,  the  houfes  of  which  are  covered 
Avith  tiles  inftead  of  terrace,  the  ufual  covering  of 
buildings  in  this  country.  Maiiana  has,  hovvever, 
many  advantages  ;  it  being  well  watered,  furroundcd 
by  a  number  of  pleafant  gardens  and  vineyards,  and 
commands  a  mod  delightful  and  extenfive  profpetl, 
Hither  the  devotees  of  Algiers,  Bleda,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring country  repair  in  thelpring  to  kifsthe  tomb 
of  Sede  Youfeph,  the  tutelar  faint  of  the  city.  There 
tire  here  feveral  fragments  of  Roman  archite6fure  ; 
and  from  an  infcription,  that  fccms  to  relate  to  the 
family  of  Pompey  the  Great,  Martial's  fine  thought 
on  their  misfortunes  receives  an  additional  beauty  ; 
on  our  finding  that  his  grandfon,  and  probably 
Jiis  great  grandfon,  were  buried  in  fuch  an  obicure 
place,  and  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  their  anceilors. 

Eight  miles  to  the  eaft-north-eaft  of  Maiiana,  be- 
tween the  ShellifF  and  the  fea,  are  the  baths  of 
Mereega,  the  Aquge  Caiid^e  Colonia  of  the  ancients. 
The  largeft  and  moil  frequented  of  thefe  baths  is  a 
bafon  twelve  feet  fquare,  and  four  deep.  Here  the 
v/ater  bubbles  up  with  a  degree  of  heat  juil  fupport- 
able,  and  hence  palTes  off  to  another  fmaller  ciiteni 
ufed  by  the  Jews,  who  are  not  allowed  to  bathe  in 
company  with  the  Mahometans.  Both  thefe  baths 
were  formerly  covered  with  handfome  buildings  ; 
but  they  are  now  expofed  to  the  weather,  and  when 
i  law  them,  were  half  full  of  ftones  and  rubbifli. 
A  great  concourfe  of  people  are  ufually  here  in  the 
fpring,  the  feafon  of  thefe  waters,  which  are  fuppof- 
ed  to  remove  rheumatic  pains,  to  cure  the  jaundice, 
and  to  alleviate  mod  other  inveterate  ill  habits. 
Higher  up  the  hill  is  another  bath,  the  water  of 
v^rhich  being  of  too  intenfe  a  heat  for  bathir>g,  is 
jronveyed  through  a  long  pipe  into  another  roonia 
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where  it  is  made  ufe  of  in  an  operation  of  the  fame 
Fjature  and  effedit  as  our  pumping. 

Between  tliis  and  tiie  lower  baths,  are  the  ruins 
of  a  Roman  town,  equal  in  fizeto  that  of  El  Herba, 
and  at  a  little  diftance  from  them,  are  fe vera!  tombs 
and  coffins  of  ilone,  foroe  of  which,  I  vvas  informed, 
■were  of  an  unufual  bignefs.  The  late  lieutenant  of 
this  province  affured  me,  that  he  law  a  thigh  bone 
belonging  to  them,  near  thirty-fix  inches  in  length  : 
but  on  my  being  at  theie  buths  half  a  year  after,  L 
could  not  receive  the  leaft  information  about  it;  and 
the  graves  and  cotrmsthat  fell  under  my  obfervation, 
were  only  of  the  ufiial  dimenfions.  However,  the 
people  of  this  and  other  countries  are  full  of  ftories 
and  traditions  of  this  nature  ;  which,  provided  tliele 
fnould  not  be  human  bones,  which  may  really  be 
the  cafe,  as  the  Africans  are  far  from  being  nice 
and  fkillful  obfervers,  we  may  po.'Iibly  account  for, 
from  a  cuftom  1  have  fomewhere  read  ot  among  the 
Goths  and  Vandals,  that  might  pafs  over  with  them 
into  Afi'ica,  of  interring  the  horfe  with  his  rider, 
and  the  armour  of  the  latter  in  the  dime  grave,  and 
this  affertion  is  confirmed  by  the  long  fwords  with 
harsdles  (haped  like  croiTes,  oficn  dug  up  in  this 
coimtry. 

Thefe  baths  are  furrounded  by  a  fucceffion  of  very 
rugged  hills  and  deep  valleys,  each  of  them  in  their 
turn  very  difficult  and  dangerous  to  pafs  over.  But 
this  fatigue  and  danger  is  fufficiently  recompenfed 
by  our  being  afterwards  condu6ted'through  the  rich 
and  delightful  plainsof  Mittijiah,  lying  beyond  them 
to  the  northward,  which  are  fifty  miles  long  and 
twenty  broad,  every  where  well  watered  by  a  num- 
ber of  fprings  and  rivulets.  Here  are  many  country 
feats  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Algiers,  and  the 
farms  which  fupply  that  city  with  the  greateii  part 
of  its  provifions  ;  for  here  grain  of  all  kinds,  roots, 
fruit,  pot-herbs  and  fiax,  are  produced  in  the  great- 
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cil  perfe6lion.  However,  only  a  part  of  this  plain 
properly  belongs  to  this  province,  the  reft,  which  is 
bounded  by  the  rivers  MafaiFron  and  Budwowe, 
beaig  clainied  by  the  fouthern  province,  of  which 
I  am  now  to  give  a  defcription. 

The  fouthern  province  of  Algiers^  or  the  province 
of  Titterie,  which  is  bounded  to  the  eaftward  by  the 
river  Booberak,  is  greatly  inferior  to  the  weilern  in 
extent,  it  being  fcarce  lixty  miles  either  in  length 
or  breadth.  The  fea-coaft,  to  the  breadth  of  five  or 
fix  leagues,  is  chiefly  made  up  of  rich  champaign 
ground  ;  behind  which  is  a  range  of  rugged  moun- 
tains that  run  almoft  in  a  direft  line  through  a  great 
part  of  the  province  ;  but  beyond  them  are  exten- 
iive  plains,  though  none  of  them  are  equal  to  thole 
of  Mettijiah. 

In  the  province  is  Algiers  the  Warlike,  as  it  is 
termed  by  the  Turks,  the  capital  of  the  whole  king- 
dom of  the  fame  name.  This  place,  which  has  ibr 
feveral  ages  braved  the  rcfentment  of  the  greatelt 
powers  of  Chriftendom,  is  not  above  a  mile  and 
half  in  circumference,  though  it  is  faid  to  contain 
i 00,000  Mahometans,  of  whom  not  above  thirty  are 
renegadoes,  15^000  Jews,  and  about  2000  Chriftjan 
ilaves.  It  is  iituated  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill  facing 
the  north  and  north-eaft  ;  the  houfes  riling  fo  gradu- 
ally above  each  other,  that  there  is  fcarce  one  in  the 
whole  city  that  has  not  a  view^  of  the  f?a.  The  w-alls 
are  however  weak,  and  incapable  of  defence,  except 
where  they  are  ftrengthencd  by  aditional  fortifica- 
tions. The  citadel,  which  is  built  upon  the  higheft 
part  of  the  city,  at  the  weftern  angle,  is  of  an  octago- 
nal figure,  andeach  ofthefidesin  view  has  port-holes 
or  embrafures.  The  north  angle,  near  which  is  the 
gate  -of  the  river,  and  the  fou(-|)-angle  near  Bib 
Azoone,  are  each  guarded  with  a  IVnali  bafiion.  The 
new  gate  between  Bab  Azoone  and  the  citadel  has  a 
fjuare upright  battery,  and  betwixt  the  citadel  and  the 
gate  of  the  river  are  ioiv.e  jettings  out  of  the  wall,  with 
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port-boles,  but  with  few  or  no  cannon.  The  ditch, 
which  formerly  furrounded  the  city,  is  almoft  entire- 
ly filled  lip,  and  is  of  little  confequence.  From  the 
gate  of  the  river  and  Bab  Azoon  to  the  citadel,  the 
didance  each  way  is  about  three  furlongs,  in  an  afcent 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  degrees. 

Between  the  gate  cf  the  river  and  a  fandy  bay  that 
lies  a  furlong  from  it  to  the  north -weft,  is  the  caftle 
of  Sitteet  Ako  leet,  for  the  moft  part  built  in  a  regu- 
lar manner,  and  very  capable  of  annoying  an  enemy, 
both  in  their  landing,  and  afterwaads  lodging  them- 
felves  in  the  adjacent  plains  and  gardens.  Flalf  a 
mile  to  the  weft  of  Bab  Azoone  is  the  Ain  P^ebat, 
where  there  is  alfo  another  fandy  bay  ;  between  which 
and  Algiers  the  road  is  more  narrow  and  rugged  than 
at  the  gate  of  the  river,  though  in  the  narroweft  part 
of  it,  thirty  men  may  march  in  front.  There  is 
likewife  a  caftle  for  the  fecurity  of  this  road,  bi;t  it 
is  inferior  in  ftrength  and  extent  to  that  of  St'i-vet- 
Ako-leet.  Both  thefe  bays  are  overlooked  by  a  r:dge 
of  hills  lying  nearly  upon  a  level  with  the  ciradel. 
Two  well  built  cafties  are  placed  here,  c  .  vvhich, 

from  its  five  acute  angles,  called  The  Caik-  of  the 
Star,  is  within  a  furlong  of  the  citadel,  and  commands 
the  flindy  bay  by  the  gate  of  the  river ;  the  other, 
called  The  Emperor's  Caftle,  at  the  diftance  of  half 
a  mile,  has  a  full  command  of  the  Caftle  of  the  Star^, 
and  the  fandy  bay  towards  Ain  Re  bat. 

Beyond  the  gate  of  the  river,  as  far  as  Has  Accon- 
natter  the  ftiore  confifts  of  rocks  and  precipices  ;  but 
to  the  eaftward,  from  Ain  Rebat,  the  Ihore  is  in  nioft 
places  accelfible.  The  emperor  Charles  V.  in  his 
unfortunate  expedition  againft  this  city,  in  1545, 
landed  his  army  at  Ain  Reuat,  where  there  ftili  re- 
mains a  part  of  a  pier  fuppofed  to  have  been  ere6ted 
for  that  purpofe.  The  better  to  ftcu.re  a  communi- 
cation v;ith  his  fleet,  and  tofuccourhis  troops  in  their 
intended  approaches  to  the  city,  he  pofleiled  himfelf 
of  the  ridge  already  mentioned,  v/here  he  built  th§ 
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inn^r  part  of  the  caftle  that  is  ftill  called  by   his 
name. 

Such  is  the  fituation  and  ftrength  of  Algiers  on 
the  land  fide;  but  towards  the  fea  it  is  better  fortified ;, 
and  capable  of  a  more  obftinate  defence  ;  for  the  em- 
brafures  here  have  all  brafs  guns  in  good  order.  The 
battery  of  the  Mole  gate,  upon  the  eaft  angle  of  the 
city  is  mounted  with  large  pieces  of  ordnance,  one 
of  which,  if  I  am  not  miitaken,  has  feven  cylinders, 
each  three  inches  in  diameter.  Half  a  furlong  to 
the  weft  fouth-weO:  of  the  harbour  is  the  battery  of 
FiPiier's  Gate,  or  The  Gate  of  the  Sea,  which  conlifts 
of  a  double  row  of  cannon,  and  commands  the  en- 
trance into  the  port,  and  the  road  before  it. 

The  port  is  of  an  oblong  figure,  130  fathom,  long, 
and  80  broad.  Its  eaftern  mound,  which  was  for- 
merly an  ifland,  is  well  fecurcd  by  feveral  fortifications. 
The  round  caftle  built  by  the  Spaniards  while  they 
were  mafters  of  the  ifland,  and  the  two  remote  bat- 
teries erected  within  this  century,  are  faid  to  be 
bomb  proof,  and  the  embrafures  of  each  of  them  are 
mounted  with  thirty-fix  pounders  ;  but  the  middle 
battery,  which  appears  to  be  the  oldeft,  is  the  leaft 
defenfible.  However,  as  none  of  the  fortifications 
are  affifted  with  either  mines  or  outworks,  and  as  the 
foldiers  who  are  to  guard  and  defend  them  cannot  be 
kept  up  to  any  regular  courfe  of  duty  and  attendance, 
a  few  refolute  battalions  protected  by  a  fmall  fquadron 
of  iliips,  might  Toon  make  themfeives  mafters  of  the 
ftrongeft  of  them. 

There  is  little  within  the  city  that  merits  the  atten- 
tion of  the  curious.  Upon  the  tower  of  the  great 
mofque  are  fome  imperfect  infcriptions  ;  but  the  let- 
ters,  though  of  a  faificient  bigncfs  to  be  ft^eo  at  a 
diftance,  are  fo  filled  up  with  lime  and  white-wafn, 
that  I  could  not  particulary  diftinguifii  them. 

The  hills  and  valleys  round  the  city  are  every 
W'here  beautified  with  gardens  and  country  feats, 
whither  the  weiilthy  part  of  the  inhabitants  retire 
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during  the  fumoier.  Thefs  are  little  white  houfes 
fnaded  by  a  variet}'  of  fruit  trees  and  ever-greens : 
the  gardens  are  well  Hocked  with  pot-herbs,  nnelons, 
and  other  fruit,  and  what  is  moft  admired  in  thefe 
hot  cliniatesj  each  of  them,  as  well  as  the  city,  en- 
joys a  great  command  of  excellent  water,  from  the' 
many  rivulets  and  fountains  that  every  where  prefent 
themfelves.  From  thcfe  fources  the  fpring  Vv'ater 
ufed  at  Algiers  is  brought  through  a  long  courfe  of 
pipes  and  conduits. 

Fou.r  miles  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  Algiers  is  the  river 
Haratch,  which  rifing  behind  the  mountains  of  the 
Beni  Moiifa,  and  joining  the  Fig  River,  runs  through 
the  richefL  pare  of  the  Mettijiah.  It  had  formerly 
a  bridn;e  built  over  it,  at  a  fmalldiftance  from  thefea. 
Some  authors  obftrve,  that  the  ruins  of  Safa,  other- 
wife  called  Old  Algiers,  are  to  be  feen  near  its  banks; 
but  I  could  never  meet  with  thefe  ruins,  nor  obtain 
the  lekft  information  about  them. 

Bieeda  and  Medea,  the  only  inland  cities  of  this 
province,  are  each  of  them  about  a  mile  in  circuit ; 
but  their  wails  being  chiefly  raifed  with  mud  and  full 
of  holes  made  by  hornets,  can  contribute  but  little 
to  their  ftrength.  Some  of  the  houfes  are  fiat  roofed, 
and  others  tiled;  they  are  plentifully  fupplied  with 
v/ater,  and  are  encooipalled  -with  very  fruitful  gar- 
dens and  plantations.  At  Bieeda  a  branch  of  an  ad- ~ 
jacent  rivulet  may  be  condu6led  through  every  houfe 
and  garden  ;  while  the  fcveral  conduits  and  aque- 
ciucis  that  f 'pply  Medea  with  v.'ater,  fome  of  which 
a|/pear  to  be  Roman  works,  are  capable  of  being 
made  equally  commodious.  Both  of  thefe  cities  lie 
oppofite  the  mouth  of  the  Mafaffran  ;  Bieeda  at  five 
leagues  diilance,  under  the  (liade  of  mount  Atlas, 
and  Medea  three  leagues  beyond  it,  on  the  other  fide 
of  that  mountain  ;  and  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that 
the  former  v/as  the  Bida  Colonia,  and  the  other  the 
Lamida  of  Ftolemy. 
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Jurjura,  thehigheft  mountain  in  Barbary,  extends 
at  lealt  eight  leagues  from  the  north-ealt  to  the  fouth- 
vveft,  and  from  one  end  to  the  other,  appears  a  con- 
tinued range  of  naked  rocks  and  precipices,  fecuring 
by  its  rugged  fituation  a  number  of  Kabyles  from  be- 
coming tributary  to  the  Algerines.  In  the  midft  of 
winter  the  ridge  of  this  mountain  is  covered  with 
fnow ;  and  it  is  remarkable  that  the  inhabitants  of 
one  fide  maintain  an  hereditary  and  implacable  en- 
jiiity  againft  thofe  of  the  other  ;  while  by  common 
confent  a  little  fnow  puts  a  ftop  to  their  holliiities 
during  that  feafon. 

I  now  come  to  the  eaftern  province  of  Algiers, 
diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of  the  province  of  Con- 
Itantina,  which  is  nearly  equal  in  extent  to  the  other 
two,  it  being  230  miles  in  length,  and  about  100 
in  breadth.  The  tribute  colle6ted  here  bv  the  vice- 
roy  id  even  much  greater  than  that  of  the  other  two; 
for  the  bey  of  the  fouthern  province  pays  annually 
into  the  treafury  of  Algiers  only  about  12,000  dolls, 
and  the  bey  of  the  wellern  province  40  or  50,000  ; 
while  the  viceroy  of  Conftantina  never  delivers  in. 
lefs  than  80,  and  fometimes  100,000. 

The  fea-coaft  of  this  province  is  rocky  almoft 
through  its  whole  extent.  The  river  Booberack  is 
its  weftern  boundary,  and  at  a  league's  diftance 
upon  the  fea-coft,  the  town  of  Dellys  is  built  at  the 
foot  of  a  high  mountain,  out  of  the  ruins  of  a  large 
city,  probably  the  Rufucurim  of  the  ancients.  Here 
a  great  part  of  the  old  wall,  with  other  ruins  near 
the  fummit  of  the  mountain,  promife  at  a  diftance 
fome  extraordinary  antiquities  ;  and  in  a  wall  juft 
over  the  harbotir  is  a  fmall  niche  with  an  image 
placed  in  it,  in  the  attitude  of  a  Madona ;  but  the 
features  and  drapery  are  defaced. 

Faffing  by  fome  villages  of  little  confequence,  we 
came  to  the  port  of  Boujeiah,  called  by  Strabo  the 
port  of  Sarda.  It  is  much  larger  than  either  that 
of  Oran  or  Arzew,  though  it  is  formed  in  the  fame 
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manner  by  a  narrow  neck  of  land  running  out  mto 
the  fea,  a  great  part  of  which  was  formerly  faced 
with  a  wall  of  hewn  fione,  and  there  was  likewife  an 
aquedu6l  for  bringing  frefli  water  to  the  port;  but 
at  prefent  the  wall,  the  aquedu6l,  and  the  bafons 
into  which  the  water  difcharged  itfelf,  are  de- 
It  royed. 

The  town  of  Boujeiah,  or  Bugia,  as  it  is  called 
by  the  Europeans,  is  built  upon  the  ruins  of  the 
ancient  city,  in  the  fame  manner,  and  in  a  like 
fituation  with  Dellys,  though  of  thrice  the  circuit. 
A  great  part  of  the  old  wall  is  ftill  remaining,  and 
carried  up  to  the  top  of  the  mountain.  Befides  a 
caflle,  which  commands  the  city,  there  are  two 
others  at  the  bottom  of  the  mountain  for  thefecurity 
of  the  port,  and  upon  the  wall  of  one  of  them 
are  ftill  remaining  the  marks  of  the  cannon-balls 
fired  againft  it  by  Sir  William  Spragg,  in  his  me- 
morable expedition  againft  this  place.  This  town  is 
defended  by  a  garrifon,  notwithftanding  which  the 
neighbouring  Kabyles  lay  it,  in  a  manner,  under 
perpetual  blocade.  The  inhabitants,  however,  carry 
on  a  conliderable  trade  in  plough-ftiares,  mattocks, 
and  other  utcnfils,  which  they  forge  out  of  the  iron 
dug  out  of  the  neighbouring  mountains  ;  and  alfo 
great  quantities  of  wax  and  oil  are  brought  there 
every  market-day  by  the  Kabyles,  and  ftiipped  for 
the  Levant  and  Europe.  Yet  thefe  laft  every  mar- 
ket day  raife  difturbances  ;  indeed  as  long  as  the 
rnarket  continues,  every  thing  is  tranfadled  with  the 
ittmoft  tranquility  ;  but  it  is  no  fooner  over,  than 
the  whole  place  is  in  an  uproar,  and  the  day  isfeldoni 
concluded  without  fome  flagrant  inftance  of  barbarity 
and  rapine. 

A  little  beyond  the  cape  that  forms  the  eaftern 
boundary  of  the  gulph  of  Boujeiah,  is  Jijel,  the 
Igilgili  of  the  ancients,  which,  though  once  the  fee 
of  a  biOiop,  is  now  reduced  to  a  few  miferable  houfes, 
and  a  fmall  fort^  where  the  Turks  keep  a  garrifon. 
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Faffing  through  fome  inconfiderable  villages,  and 
feveral  rivers,  we  came  to  the  Sebba  Rous,  or  the 
Seven  Capes,  which  are  a  duller  of  fo  many  high 
rugged  and  barren  proniontories.  Among  the  eafter- 
moit  of  thefe  capes  the  Zhoore,  a  confiderabie  river, 
difcharges  itfelf  into  the  fea.  The  Welled  Attyah 
and  the  Beni  Friganah,  two  of  the  principal  clans 
of  thefe  capes,  drink  pf  this  river,  and  do  not,  like 
the  other  Kabyles,  live  in  thatched  hovels  under 
the  flielter  of  fome  foreft  or  mountain  ;  but  in  cave^ 
.of  the  rocks,  which  they  have  either  dug  themfelves, 
or  found  made  to  their  hands.  Upon  the  approach 
of  any  veflel,  either  in  the  courfe  of  failing,  or  by 
diftrefs  of  weather  thefe  inhofpitabie  Kabyles  immedi- 
ately ifTue  out  of  their  holes,  and  covering  the  cliffs 
of  the  fliore  with  their  multitudes,  utter  a  thoufand 
execrable  wifhes,  that  God  would  deliver  it  into 
their  hands. 

At  a  confiderabie  diftance  farther  to  the  eafl  is  the 
eity  of  Bona,  fituated  on  the  fouth-eaft  declivity  of 
a  hill,  on  the  fummit  of  which  the  Algerines  have  a 
caftle  and  garrifon.  Befides  the  capacious  road  be- 
fore it  to  the  eall.  Bona  had  formerly  a  convenient 
little  port  under  its  very  wails  to  the  fouthward  ;  but 
by  the  conftant  difcharge  of  ballaft  into  the  one, 
and  the  negle6l  of  cleanling  the  other,  both  are 
daily  rendered  lefs  fafe  and  commodious.  However, 
a  confiderabie  quantity  of  corn,  hides,  wool,  and 
wax,  are  annually  exported  from  thence.  This  city^ 
by  proper  encouragement,  might  be  rendered  the 
jnoft  flourifhing  place  in  Barbary  ;  and  by  repairing 
the  old  ruins,  introducing  frefh  water,  and  removing 
the  rubbifh,  it  would  become  extreniely  convenient 
and  delightful. 

A  mile  farther  to  the  fouth  are  the  ruins  of  the 
ancient  Hippo,  called  Hippo  Regius,  from  its  being 
one  of  the  royal  cities  of  the  Numidian  kings.  Silius 
Italicus  obferves,  that  it  was  formerly  one  of  their 
fayourite  feats ;  and  indeed  it  has  the  advantage  of 
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being  ftrong  and  commodioufiy  fituated,  both  for 
commerce  and  for  hunting  ;  it  enjoys  an  healthful 
air,  and  affords  fo  fine  a  profpe^t,  that  the  eye  takes 
in  at  one  view  the  fea,  a  fpacious  harbour,  a  number 
of  mountains  covered  with  trees,  and  plains  finely 
watered.  Of  this  city  St.  Auguftine  v^as  biftiop, 
and  the  Moors  fliew  a  part  of  the  ruins  which  they 
pretend  was  his  convent.  The  ruins  of  the  city  take 
up  about  half  a  league  in  circuit,  and  chiefly  coniift 
of  large  broken  walls  and  cifterns. 

A  little  to  the  ealt  of  Cape  P»-ofa,  is  a  baflion  on  a 
fmall  creek,  and  the  ruins  of  a  fort,  which  once 
belonged  to  a  fa6lory  fettled  there  by  the  African 
company  of  France  ;  hut  the  unwholfomenefs  of  the 
iituation  from  the  neighbouring  ponds  and  marfhes, 
obliged  them  to  remove  to  La  Calle.  This  is  at 
another  creek  three  leagues  farther  to  the  eall:,  where 
thofe  gentlemen  have  a  magnificent  houie  and  gar- 
den, a  company  of  foldiers,  a  good  quantity  of  arms, 
and  fome  pieces  of  ordnance.  They  command  the 
trade  of  the  whole  country,  and  beiides  the  coral 
fifliery,  in  which  they  conftantly  employ  300  men, 
monopolize  the  trade  of  corn,  wool,  liides  and  wax 
at  Bona  and  feveral  other  places;  and  for  thefe 
privileges  they  annually  pay  to  the  government  of 
Algiers,  the  kaide  of  Bona,  and  the  chiefs  of  the 
neighbouring  Arabs,  about  30,000  dollars. 

The  whole  tra6L  of  this  province  from  the  fea- 
coaftto  thefouthward  up  to  Setcef  and  Conftantina, 
is  almoft  a  continued  chain  of  very  high  mountains; 
tbofe  to  the  weft  ward  being  alnioil  inacceilible  ;  but 
few  of  the  inhabitants  pay  any  tribute  to  the  viceroy 
of  Algiers.  Among  thofe  to  the  eaftward,  the  Turks 
have  a  fiying  camp  during  the  fummer,  by  which 
the  refpeftive  Kabyles  are  reduced  to  give  fjme 
tokens  of  homage  and  fubmiflion,  though  they  are 
all  of  them  fo  tenacious  of  their  liberty,  that  they 
will  pay  no  tribute  till  they  are  compelled  to  it  by 
fire  and  fword.     The  country  near  the  parallels  of 
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Seteef  and  Conftantina  is  diveifified  with  a  beautiful 
interchange  of  hills  and  plains,  which  afterwards 
grow  lefs  tit  tor  tillage,  till  they  end  upon  the  Sahara, 
in  a  long  range  of  mountains,  which  1  fuppofe  to  be 
the  Buzara  of  the  ancients. 

The  richefl:  and  moft  numerous  Kabyles  in  this 
province  are  the  Zwowah,  who  po/fefs  a  large  tra^ 
of  impenetrable  mountains,  and  have  feveral  mud- 
walled  villages,  among  which  is  the  church  of  the 
ciftern,  famous  for  the  fepulchre  of  Sede  Hamet  ben 
Dreefe,  and  a  college  for  the  fupport  ot  500  thalebs 
or  men  of  learning.  But  their  principal  village  is 
Konkou,  where  their  Iheik,  or  fultan,  as  they  call 
him,    refides. 

Among  the  mountains  of  the  Beni  Abbefs,  is  a 
narrow  winding  defile,  which,  for  near  half  a  mile 
extends  between  precipices  that  arife  on  each  fide  to 
a  great  height.  At  every  winding  the  rock  that 
originally  went  acrofs  it,  and  ieparted  one  valley 
from  another,  is  cut  in  the  form  of  a  door  cafe  lix  or 
feven  feet  wide,  and  thefe  are  called  by  the  Turks  the 
gates  of  iron.  Few  perfons  can  pafs  them  v,/ithout 
horror,  and  here  a  handful  of  men  might  defend  the 
pafs  a  gain  ft  a  great  army. 

Two  leagues  to  the  fouth  fouth-eafl,  is  another 
dangerous  pafs,  called  the  Acaba,  or  the  aftent. 
This  is  the  reverfe  of  the  former:  for  here  the  road 
extends  along  a  narrow  ridge,  with  precipices  and 
deep  vallies  on  each  fide,  and  the  leaft  deviation 
from  the  beaten  path,  expofes  the  paflenger  to  the 
danger  of  being daQied  to  pieces  by  falling  to  the  bot- 
tom. The  common  road  from  Algiers  to  the  eaftward, 
lies  through  tlie  above  pafs,  aixi  over  tliis  ridge. 

Seteef,  the  Sitipha  or  Sitlfi  of  the  ancients,  and 
the  metropolis  of  this  part  of  Mauritania,  was  built 
upon  a  riling  ground  facing  the  fouth,  and  appears 
to  have  been  about  a  league  in  circuit;  but  the  Arabs 
have  fo  demoliflied  all  the  monuments  of  antiquity  at 
this  place,  that  there  are  fcarce  anv  remains  of  the 
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ancient  walls,  columns,  or  ciilerns  :  and  the  few  re- 
maining (truftures  appear  plainly  to  be  the  work  of 
the  more  modern  inhabitants.  There  are,  however, 
fome  infcriptions  ;  but  the  fountains  in  the  middle  of 
the  city  are  equally  delightful  and  convenient. 

To  the  north-eall  of  Seteef  are  the  ruins  of  Kaf- 
baite  or  Gaf-baite,  an  old  Roman  city,  feated  upon 
a  hill  in  the  middle  of  other  eminences.  Among  the 
feveral  fragments  of  ruins  and  antiquities  is  part  of 
the  portico  of  a  fmall  Roman  temple,  which,  from  a 
piece  of  a  broken  infcription,  appears  to  have  been 
dedicated  to  one  of  the  Roman  cmprefTes,  Upon  the 
declivity  of  the  hill  are  feveral  fepulchral  monuments 
and  infcriptions,  moll:  of  them  beautifully  carved 
with  a  variety  of  figures  in  ba(lb  relievo,  reprefenting 
perfons  mourning,  offering  incenfe,  or  performing 
fome  office  for  the  dead. 

Five  leagves  to  the  north-weft  of  Canftantina  is 
the  city  Meelah,  the  Milevum  of  the  ancients.  It  is 
furrounded  with  gardens,  and  plentifully  fuppliecl 
with  fprings,  one  of  which  bubbling  up  in  the  centre 
of  the  city  is  received  into  a  large  fquare  bafon  of 
Roman  workmanfnip.  From  this  place  Conftantingi 
is  chiefly  fupplied  with  herbs  and  fruit,  the  laft  of 
which  particularly  its  pomegranates  and  applies,  are 
in  great  efteem  all  over  Algiers. 

Cirta  or  Conilantina,  as  it  was  afterwards  called, 
is  fituatcd  48  miles  from  the  fea,  and  waspne  of  the 
llrongeft  cities  of  Numidia.  The  greateil  parts  of  i.t 
has  been  built  upon  a  kind  of  peninfulai^  prDnicntory, 
inaccefiiabie  on  all  (ides,  except  towards  the  fouth- 
weii;.  Tliis  I  computed  to  be  above  a  mile  in  circuit, 
ending  to  the  northv^^ard  in  a  perpendicular  precipice, 
at  iail  a  hundred  fathoms  deep.  On  this  fide  we  have 
a  beautiful  landfcape,  arifing  iTom  a  great  variety  of 
mountains,  vales,  and  rivers  extending  before  it  to 
a  great  dii^ance.  To  the  eaft-wards,  the  profpe6t  is 
bounded  by  a  range  of  rocks  much  higher  than  the 
city.     But  towards  the  fouth-eall  the  country  is  more 
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open,  and  you  have  a  view  of  a  diflant  mountain?. 
On  this  fide  the  eminence  is  feparated  from  the  neigh- 
bouring plains  by  a  deep  narrow  valley,  perpendi- 
cular on  both  fides,  where  the  Rumniel  conveys  its 
ftream,  over  which  was  formerly  a  bridge  of  excel- 
lent workmanfhip.  To  the  foLith-well  is  a  neck  of 
land  about  half  a  furlong  broad,  near  which  ftood 
the  principal  gate  of  the  city.  This  is  entirely 
covered  with  a  feries  of  broken  walls,  cifterns  and 
other  ruins,  that  are  continued  quite  down  to  the 
river,  and  from  thence  are  extended  along  a  nar- 
row piece  of  plain  ground,  running  parallel  with 
the  deep  valley  already  mentioned.  This  was  the 
fituation  of  the  ancient  Cirta  :  But  the  prefent  city 
is  entirely  confined  to  the  eminence  I  have  termed 
the  Peninfular  Promontary. 

Befides  the  general  traces  of  a  diverfity  of  ruins 
fcatteredall  over  this  place,  there  are  ftill  remaining, 
near  the  centre  of  the  city,  a  fetof  cifterns,  which 
received  the  water  brought  thither  by  an  aqueduct ; 
they  are  about  twenty  in  number,  forming  an  area 
about  fifty  yards  fquare  ;  but  though  the  aquedu^  is 
in  a  more  ruinous  condition  than  the  cifterns,  its 
ruins  fufficiently  demon fi:rate  the  public  fpirit  of  the 
Cirtefians,  in  creeling  a  ftru61"ure  that  required  fuch 
an  immenfe  quantity  of  materials. 

On  the  brink  of  the  precipice  to  the  north,  are  the 
remains  of  a  large  magnificent  edifice,  in  which  the 
Turkifh  garrifon  is  now  lodged.  Four  bafes,  each 
feven  feet  in  diameter,  with  the  pedeftals,  are  fi:anding, 
and  feem  to  have  belonged  to  a  portico  ;  they  are  of 
black  fi:one  little  inferior  to  marble,  probably  hev^'n 
out  of  that  very  range  of  rocky  precipices  on  which 
they  are  built.  The  fide  polls  of  the  principal  of  the 
city  gates,  are  of  a  beautiful  reddifh  ftone  not  inferior 
to  marble,  and  are  neatly  moulded  and  pannelled  ; 
an  altar  of  white  marble  alfo  makes  part  of  a  neigh- 
bouring wall. 
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The  gate  towards  the  fouth-eaft  is  in  the  fame  form 
as  the  other,  though  it  is  much  fmaller.  It  leads  to 
the  bridge,  which  I  have  obferved  is  built  over  this 
part  of  tiie  valley.  This  bridge  was  a  mafter-piece 
of  its  kind,  having  had  the  gallery  and  the  piers  oi  the 
arches  adorned  with  cornices  and  feiloons,  oxen  heads 
and  garlands,  and  the  keys  of  the  arches  areembel- 
liflied  with  caduceij  and  other  ornaments.  Between 
the  two  principal  arches  is  the  figure  of  a  woman 
treading  upon  two  elephants,  with  a  large  efcailop- 
fricil  for  her  canopy  :  this  is  well  executed  in  a  ftrong 
relief;  the  elephants  ftanding  with  their  faces  turned 
towards  each  other,  twift  their  trunks  together;  and. 
the  woman  who  isdreifed  in  her  hair,  with  a  clofe- 
todied  garment,  like  an  Englifh  riding  habit,  raifes 
up  her  petticoats  with  her  right  hand,  looking  fcorn- 
fully  at  the  city.  In  any  other  lituation  this  groupe 
might  be  fuppofed  to  belong  to  fome  fountain  ;  thefe 
being  fometimes  ornamented  with  fuch  wanton  de- 
iigns. 

Below  the  bridge,  the  river  Rummel  begins  to 
turn  to  the  northward,  and  continues  that  courfe 
through  a  fubterranean  palfage  in  the  rocks,  which 
is  in  feveral  places  deiignedly  laid  open,  probably  for 
the  convenience  of  drawing  up  the  water.  This 
feems  to  have  been  an  extraordinary  provifion  of  na- 
ture for  the  ad  million  of  this  river,  which  mult  have 
otherwife  formed  a  prodigious  lake,  and  have  laid 
great  part  of  the  neighbouring  country  underwater, 
before  it  found  a  pallage  to  the  fea.  This  river  falls 
from  its  fubterranean  cavity  in  a  large  cataract,  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  eaftward  of  a  place  called 
Seedy  Meemon. 

Among  the  ruins  to  the  fouth-wefl  of  the  bridge, 
on  the  narrow  flip  of  land  already  mentioned,  is  the 
greateft  part  of  a  triumphal  arch,  called  The  Caftle 
oi  the  Giant.  All  the  mouldings  and  frizes  are  cu- 
rioully  embelliihed  with  the  figures  of  flowers,  battle- 
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axes,  and  other  ornaments.  Corinthian  pilafters  are 
ere6ted  on  each  fide  of  the  grand  arch,  which  is  be- 
tween two  fmaller.  Thefe  pilafters  are  pannelled 
like  the  fide  pofts  of  the  city  gates,  in  a  gufto  that 
feems  peculiar  to  this  city. 

At  Ibme  leagues  diftance  totheeaft  of  Conftantina, 
are  the  Silent  or  Inchanted  Baths,  fituated  on  a  low 
ground,  furrounded  with  mountains.  There  are  here 
feveral  fpringsof  an  intenfe  heat,  and  at  a  fmalldif- 
tance,  there  are  others  that  are  comparatively  ex- 
tremely cold,  near  which  are  the  ruins  of  a  few 
houfcs,  built,  perhaps,  for  the  convenience  of  thofe 
who  came  here  for  the  benefit  of  the  waters.  It  is  re- 
markable, that  befides  theftrong  fulphureousfteams, 
the  heat  of  the  above  fprings  is  fo  great,  as  to  boil 
a  large  piece  of  mutton  very  tender  in  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  and  that  the  rocky  ground,  over  which  the 
water  runs,  is,  for  the  fpace  of  an  hundred  feet,  in 
a  manner  diirdved,  or  rather  calcined  by  it.  Thefe 
rocks  being  originally  foft  and  uniform,  the  water, 
by  making  every  way  equal  impreffions,  leaves  them 
in  the  (liape  of  cones  and  hemifpheres,  which  being 
fix  feet  high,  and  nearly  of  the  fame  diameter,  the 
Arabs  believe  to  be  the  tents  of  their  predeceflbrs 
turned  into  ftone.  But  where  thefe  rocks,  befides 
their  ufual  chalky  fubftance,  alfo  contain  fome  layers 
of  a  hard  matter,  not  foeafily  dilTolved,  you  are  en- 
tertained with  a  confufion  of  traces  and  channels, 
diftinguiflied  by  the  Arabs  into  camels,  horfes,  and 
fheep,  with  men,  women  and  children,  whom  they 
fuppofe  to  have  undergone  the  like  fate  with  their 
habitations.  1  obferved,  that  the  fprings  which  af- 
forded this  water  had  been  frequently  ftopped  ;  or 
rather,  ceafing  to  run  at  one  place,  had  broke  out  in 
another,  which  feems  not  only  to  account  for  the 
number  of  cones,  but  for  that  variety  of  traces  con- 
tinued from  one  or  other  of  thefe  cones  or  the  foun- 
tains, quite  down  to  the  river  Zenati. 
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On  riding  over  this  place  it  gives  back  fuch  a  hoi 
low  found  that  we  were  every  moment  apprehenfive 
cjf  finking  through  it.  It  is  therefore  probable,  that 
the  ground  below  us  was  hollow  ;  and  may  not  then 
the  air  pent  up  in  thefe  caverns,  afford  that  mixture 
of  (hrill,  murmuring,  and  deep  founds,  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  direftion  of  the  winds,  and  the  mo- 
tion of  the  internal  air,  illue  out  along  with  the 
water?  Thefe  founds  the  Arabs  affirm  to  be  the 
niufic  of  the  Jenoune,  or  fairies,  who  are  fuppofed 
in  a  particular  manner  to  take  their  abodes  at  this 
place,  and  to  be  the  grand  agents  in  all  thefe  remark- 
able appearances. 

There  are  likewife  other  natural  curiofities  at  this 
place  ;  for  the  chalky  ftone  diffolving  into  a  fine  im- 
palpable powder,  and  being  carried  along  with  the 
ftream,  lodges  itfelfon  the  fides  of  the  channel,  and 
fometimes  on  the  lips  of  the  fountains  themfelves  ; 
or  eKe  embracing  twigs,  ftraws,  and  other  bodies  in 
its  way,  immediately  hardens  and  fhoots  into  a  bright 
fibrous  fubftance  like  the  afbeftos,  forming  itfelf  at 
the  fame  time  into  a  variety  of  glittering  figures,  and 
beautiful  chryftalizations. 

The  mountains  of  Aurefs,  to  the  fouthward  of 
Conftantina,  are  a  knot  of  eminences  running  into 
one  another,  with  feveral  little  plains  and  valleys  be- 
tween them.  Both  the  higher  and  the  lower  parts  are 
generally  extremely  fertile,  and  are  eileemed  the 
garden  of  the  kingdom.  They  are  about  130  miles 
in  circuit,  and  all  over  them  are  fpread  a  number  of 
ruins.  The  moft  remarkable  of  which  are  thofe  of 
L'erba  or  Tezzoutte  the  Lambefe  of  the  ancients. 
Thefe  ruins  are  nearly  three  leagues  in  circumference; 
and  among  others,  confifi:  of  magnificent  remains  of 
feveral  of  the  city  gates  ;  thefe,  according  to  a  tradi- 
tion of  the  Arabs,  were  forty  in  number,  and  the 
city  could  fend  40,000  armed  men  out  of  each  :  there 
are  ftill  aifo  to  be  feen  the  feats  and  upper  part  of  an 
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amphitheatre;  the  frontiTpiece  of  a  beautiful  temple 
of  the  Ionic  order,  dedicated  to  Efculapius  ;  a  fmail 
but  elegant  maufoleum  eiefted  in  the  form  of  a  dome, 
fupported  by  Corinthian  columns;  and  a  large  ob- 
long chamber,  with  a  great  gate  on  each  fide,  intend- 
ed, perhaps,  for  a  triumphal  arch-  Thefe,  and  ie- 
veral  other  edifices  of  the  like  nature,  fufficicntly 
fhew  the  importance  of  this  city  in  former  times. 

Itis  remarkable,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  moun- 
tains of  Aurefs  have  a  quite  different  mien  and  com- 
plexion from  their  neighbours:  for  they  are  fo  far 
from  being  fwarthy,  that  they  are  fair  and  ruddy  ; 
and  their  hair,  which,  among  the  other  Kabyles,  is 
of  a  dark  colour,  is  with  them  of  a  deep  yellow. 
Thefe  circumftances,  notwithftanding  their  being 
Mahometans,  and  their  fpeaking  only  the  common 
language  of  the  Kabyles,  render  it  probable  that 
they  may  be  a  remnant  of  the  Vandals. 

Thediftri6l  of  Zaab,  the  Zebeof  the  ancients,  is 
a  narrow  tra(5t  of  land,  that  extends  under  the  moun- 
tains of  Atlas,  from  the  meridian  of  MefTeelah  to 
that  of  Conflantina,  and  confiflsof  a  double  row  of 
villages.  At  Bifcara,  the  capital  of  this  diflri6t,  is 
a  garrifon  of  the  Turks,  who  have  here  a  fmall  callie, 
lately  built  by  the  bey  of  Conilantina  :  its  chief 
ilrength  lies  in  fix  fmall  pieces  of  ordnance^  with  a 
few  unwieldly  mufkets,  likewife  mounted  on  car= 
riages. 

The  richeft  of  thefe  villages  is  Lyaena,  where  the 
independant  Arabs  lodge  their  money  and  efFe(5ls. 
It  is  under  the  protection  of  a  numerous  clan,  to 
whofe  bravery  it  is  indebted  for  the  uninterrupted 
enjoyment  of  liberty,  and  for  the  ill  fuccefs  that  has 
attended  all  the  attempts  of  the  Turks  againft  it. 

The  eating  of  the  fiefli  of  dogs,  from  whence  the 
Canarii  receive  their  name,  and  fbr  which  the  Cartha- 
ginians were  fomerly  remarkable,  continues  in  prac- 
tife  to  this  day^,  among  the  inhabitants  of  this  dif- 
tria. 
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Leaving  Conftantina  to  the  north,  we  enter  into 
the  moft  extenfive  and  fertile  diftri6l  in  all  Niimidia, 
peopled  by  a  powerful  and  warlike  tribe  called 
Hanneilhahj  who  have  often  been  of  fignal  fervice  to 
the  Algerinesin  their  wars  with  Tunis.  This  whole 
country  is  finely  watered,  and  was  once  interfperfed 
with  cities  and  villages,  of  which  the  only  veftiges 
are  heaps  of  ruins. 

The  midland  boundary  of  this  kingdom  is  the 
river  Serrat,  the  waters  of  which  are  brackifti,  and 
difcharge  themfelves  into  the  Mejerdah.  Near  its 
weftern  banks  is  Gellah,  a  confiderable  village  built 
upon  a  high  pointed  mountain  that  can  only  be 
afcended  by  one  narrow  road.  This  village,  which 
is  not  to  be  conquered  but  by  hunger  or  furprize,  is 
a  fanftuary  for  the  rebels  and  villains  of  Algiers 
and  Tunis,  where  they  are  hofpitably  entertained 
till  their  friends  have  either  procured  their  pardon, 
or  compounded  for  their  crimes. 

Tipfa,  the  Tipafa  of  the  ancients,  is  alfo  at  prefent 
a  frontier  garrifon  of  the  Algerines.  This  town 
enjoys  a  fine  fituation,  and  has  the  principal  gate 
of  the  ancient  city,  with  fome  remains  of  its  old 
walls,  and  other  marks  of  the  figure  it  formerly  made 
among  the  cities  of  Numidia. 

The  government  of  the  Algerines,  which  differs 
little  from  that  of  Tunis,  conlifts  of  the  dey,  and  a 
common  council,  compofed  of  thirty  yiah  bafhefe, 
though  the  mufty,  the  cady,  and  fometimes  the 
whole  fold iery  are  called  in  to  alUft.  All  affairs  of 
moment  are  fometimes  agreed  upon  by  this  affembly, 
before  they  pafs  into  laws,  and  the  dey  is  entrufted 
with  the  execution  of  them.  But  lately  little  ac- 
count has  been  made  of  this  body,  which  is  only 
convened  to  confent  to  what  has  been  before  con- 
certed between  the  dey  and  his  favourites.    '  ^ 

The  dey  is  chofen  out  of  the  army,  the^mofi:  in- 
ferior order  having  an  equal  right  to  that  dignity 
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with  the  higheft.  And  every  bold  and  afpiring  fol- 
dier,  though  taken  yefterday  from  the  plough,  may 
be  confidered  as  heir  apparent  to  the  throne.  They 
are  not  alhamed  to  own  the  meannefs  of  their  extrac- 
tion. Mahomet  BafTa,  who  was  dey  when  I  was  at 
Algiers,  in  a  difpute  he  had  once  with  a  deputy 
conful  of  a  neighbouring  nation,  freely  mentioned 
the  meannefs  of  his  birth:  **  My  mother,  faid  he, 
"  fold  llieep's  feet,  and  my  father  neats  tongues  ; 
*'  but  they  would  have  been  alhamed  to  have  ex- 
"  pofed  to  fale  fo  worthlefs  a  tongue  as  thine."  He 
who  afpires  to  this  high  rank  does  not  wait  till  fick- 
nefs  or  age  has  removed  the  prefent  poireiTor,  it  is 
enough  if  he  be  able  to  protect  himfelf  with  the 
fame  fcymitar  which  he  boldy  (heaths  in  the  bowels 
of  his  predecelTor  ;  for  fcarcely  one  in  ten  of  them 
dies  in  his  bed.  However,  this  faftious  humour 
feems,  at  prefent,  to  be  fomewhat  purged  and  al- 
layed by  the  many  feafonable  executions  that  have 
been  lately  made  of  thefe  afpiring  members. 

Though  the  Algerines  acknowledge  themfelves 
the  grand  fignior's  vafTals,  they  pay  him  no  manner 
of  obedience. 

In  the  diftribution  of  juftice,  the  cady  is  judge. 
He  is  generally  educated  in  the  feminaries  at  Con- 
ftantinople,  or  Grand  Cairo,  where  it  is  faid  the 
Koman  codes  and  pande6ts,  tranflated  into  the  Ara- 
bic tongue,  are  taught  and  explained  ;  he  is  obliged 
to  attend  once  or  twice  a  day  at  the  court  of  juftice, 
v/here  he  determines  the  fuits  that  are  brought  before 
him  ;  but  as  he  is  generally  fuppofed  guilty  of  bri- 
bery, all  affairs  of  moment  are  laid  before  the  dey, 
'^r  in  his  abfence,  before  the  treafurer,  mafter  of  the 
horfe,  and  other  principal  officers  of  the  regency, 
who.  conftantly  fit  in  the  gate  of  the  palace  for  that 
purpoie.  At  thefe  tribunals  the  caufe  is  foon  deter- 
mined, after  which  the  fentence  is  executed  within 
lefs  than  half  an  hour.  Small  offences  are  punifhed 
with  the  baftinadq.     For  clipping   or  debafmg  the 
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public  coin,  the  old  Egyptian  punifhment  is  infli<5l:ed, 
which  is  cutting  off  the  hands.  If  a  Jew  or  Chriftian 
fubje(5t  is  guilty  of  murder,  or  any  other  capital 
crime,  he  is  burnt  alive  without  the  gates  of  the 
city  :  but  for  the  lame  crime  the  Moors  and  Arabs 
are  either  impaled,  hung  up  by  the  neck  over  the 
battlements  of  the  city,  or  thrown  upon  hooks  fixed 
in  the  walls  below  ;  where  they  fometimes  hang  in 
the  moft  dreadful  agonies  thirty  or  forty  hours  to- 
gether, before  they  expire.  The  Turks,  out  of  re- 
fpeft  to  their  characters,  are  fent  to  the  aga's  houfe, 
where,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offence,  they 
are  baftinadoed  or  ftrangled.  When  the  women 
offend,  they  are  not  expofed  to  the  populace  ;  but 
fent  to  a  private  houfe  of  corre6fion;  or  if  the  crime 
be  capital,  they  are  tied  up  in  a  fack,  carried  out  to 
fea,  and  drowned.  Thevveftern  Moors  flill  ufe  the 
barbarous  puniihment  of  fawing  the  offender  afunder; 
for  which  purpofe  they  prepare  two  boards,  of  the 
fame  length  and  breadth  with  the  unfortunate  per- 
fon,  and  having  tied  him  betwixt  them,  they  proceed 
to  the  execution  by  beginning  at  the  head.  It  is 
faid  that  Kardinalli,  a  perfon  who  was  formerly  am- 
baifador  at  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  lately  fuffer- 
ed  in  this  manner:  for  with  refpe6f  to  the  punifli-  - 
ment  of  thefe  countries,  little  or  no  regard  is  paid 
to  the  rank  of  the  offender. 

As  to  the  form  of  government  among  the  Arab 
tribes,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  though  they  have 
been  for  many  ages  under  the  Turkilh  yoke,  yet 
they  are  feldom  interrupted  in  the  enjoyment  of 
their  laws;  for  if  they  live  peaceably,  pay  regularly 
the  eight  part  of  the  produce  of  their  lands,  with 
a  fmall  poll-tax,  annually  demanded  by  the  Turks, 
they  are  left  in  the  full  polTeffion  of  ail  their  private 
privileges  and  cufloms.  Every  camp  may  be  con- 
iidered  as  a  little  principality,  over  which  it  is  ufual 
for  the  family  of  the  greateft  reputation  and  fub- 
flance  to  prefide.     This  honour  docs  not,  however^    ^ 
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always  defcend  from  father  to  fon  ;  but  as  among 
their  predecelfors  the  Numidians,  when  the  heir  is 
too  young,  or  fubje<5t  to  any  infirmity,  they  make 
choice  of  the  uncle,  or  fome  other  relation,  diftin- 
guifhed  by  his  wifdom  and  prudence.  Yet  notwith- 
Itanding  the  defpotic  power  lodged  in  this  perfon,  ail 
grievances  and  difputes  are  accommodated  in  as 
amicable  a  manner  as  poiiible,  by  calling  to  his 
affiftance  one  or  two  perfons  out  of  each  tent ;  and 
the  offender  being  always  confidered  as  a  brother, 
the  fentence  is  given  on  the  favourable  fide  ;  and. 
even  in  the  molt  enormous  crime,  banifliment  is 
generally  the  only  punifhment  infii6ied. 

The  kingdom  of  Tunis  is  bounded  to  the  north 
eaft  by  the  Mediterranean  fea  ;  to  the  v*'eft  by  Al- 
giers ;  and  to  the  fouth  by  Tripoly  ;  extending 
from  the  ifie  of  Jerba  in  ^;^'^.  30'.  to  Cape  Serra  in 
37*^.  12'.  north  latitude;  it  being  220  miles  in 
length,  and  only  170  in  breadth.  Shekkah,  the 
fartheft  city  to  the  weft,  being  fituated  in  8.  and  Cly- 
bea,  the  fartheft  to  the  eaft  in  11°.  20'.  eaft  longi- 
tude from  London. 

Tunis  is  not  like  Algiers,  divided  into  provinces  ; 
but  is  under  the  immediare  infpe6tion  of  the  bey, 
who  goes  in  perfon  to  coliccl  the  tribute  ;  for  which 
purpole  he  once  a  year  vifits  the  principjl  parts 
with  a  flying  camp  ;  in  fummer  feafon  traverfi ng 
the  fertile  country  near  Keff  and  Baijah,  and  the 
diftri6^s  between  Cairwan  and  the  Jereede  ;  and  in 
the  winter  taking  a  circuit  through  the  reft  of  the 
country  ;  therefore  under  thefe  divifions  I  fnall  de- 
fer! be  this  kingdom. 

The  fummer  circuit  is  much  better  inhabited, 
than  any  part  of  the  neighbouring  kingdoms  of 
the  fame  lize,  it  having  a  greater  number  of  cities, 
towns  and  villages  ;  and  frou)  there  being  fewer  in- 
ftances  of  oppreiJion  in  the  government,  there  is  a 
greater  appearance  of  affluence,  profperity,  and  chear- 
fulnefs.     The  country  is   pretty   fruitful  ;  but   its 
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fertility  is  interrupted  by  feveral  hills,  plains  and 
marfhes  difperfed  over  it,  that  will  admit  of  no 
cultivation,  nor  any  manner  of  improvement. 

A  fmall  iiland  oppofite  to  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Zaine  is  in  the  pofFeilion  of  the  Genoefe,  who  pay 
an  annual  rent  for  it  to  the  regency  ;  but  the  coral 
fifhery,  which  chiefly  induced  them  to  make  this 
fettlement,  failing  conliderably,  it  is  not  probable 
that  they  will  long  keep  poiTelfion  of  it.  They  have, 
however,  built  a  fort  for  their  protection  againft  any 
furprize  from  the  neighbouring  Arabs  on  the  conti- 
nent, and  from  the  infults  of  the  cruizing  vellels  of 
Algiers  and  Tripoly. 

Cape  Negro,  which  is  about  five  leagues  to  the 
north-eaft,  is  remarkable  for  a  fettlement  of  the 
French  African  company,  who  pay  a  confiderable 
fum  of  money  to  the  Tunifeens  for  the  fame  privi- 
leges they  enjoy  at  La  Calle,  and  have  a  fmall  forti- 
fication to  protect  them  from  the  attacks  of  the 
neighbouring  Arabs. 

Five  leagues  farther  to  the  north -eaft  is  Cape 
Serra,  the  moft  northerly  part  of  Africa ;  and  four 
leagues  beyond  it  are  three  rocky  iflands,  called  The 
Brothers,  lying  near  the  continent,  half  way  to  Cape 
Blanco. 

Eight  miles  beyond  this  laft  cape,  at  the  bottom 
of  a  large  gulph  is  the  city  of  Bizerta,  pleafantly 
fituated  on  a  canal  between  an  extenfive  lake  and 
the  fea.  It  is  about  a  mile  round,  and  defended  by 
feveral  caftles  and  batteries,  the  principal  of  which 
are  towards  the  fea,  from  which  the  lake  is  continual- 
ly receiving  a  brifk  ftream,  or  difcharging  one  into 
it,  the  waters  flowing  into  the  lake  when  the  wind  is 
northerly,  and  r.eturning  back  into  the  fea  when  it 
blows  from  the  foiith.  The  channel  between  the 
lake  and  the  fea  was  the  port  of  Hippo,  which  is  ftill 
capable  of  receiving  fmall  velTels  ;  but  it  was  for- 
merly the  fafeft  and  moft  beautiful  haven  on  this 
coaft,  and  there  are  i^ill  remaining  traces  of  a  large 
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pier,  that  extend  a  confiderable  way  into  the  fea,  to 
break  the  force  of  the  north  eaft  winds;  but  the 
want  of  this,  and  proper  repairs,  will  foon  demolifii 
a  haven  which  in  any  other  country  would  be  ineftim- 
able. 

The  gulph  of  Bizerta,  the  Sinus  Hipponenlis  of 
the  ancients,  is  a  beautiful  fandy  inlet  near  four 
leagues  in  diameter.  Tiie  ground  being  low,  the 
eyes  is  permitted  to  penetrate  through  delightful 
groves  of  olive  trees,  a  great  way  into  the  country, 
and  afterwards  the  proipe6l  is  bounded  by  a  high 
rocky  fhore.  Were  the  Turks  to  give  proper  en- 
couragement to  trade  and  induftry,  Bizerta  might  be 
rendered  a  town  of  great  wealth  ;  for  it  abounds 
with  all  kinds  of  fiih  and  fruit,  with  corn,  puife,  oil^ 
cotton,  and  a  variety  of  other  productions. 

On  the  fide  of  a  fpacious  navigable  bafon  formed 
by  the  river  Me-jerdah  lies  Porta  Farina,  which  was 
fome  years  ago  a  confiderable  city,  but  is  now  under 
great  difcouragements.  It  is  chiefly  remarkable  for 
its  beautiful  cothon,  where  the  Tunifeens  have  their 
navy. 

The  Me  jerdah  is  the  Bagrada,  fo  famous  in  hiftory 
for  the  monftrous  ferpent  faid  to  have  been  killed 
on  its  banks  by  Regulus,  which  Pliny  tells  us  was 
120  feet  in  length.  This  river  winds  through  a  rich 
and  fertile  country,  and  like  the  Nile  makes  en- 
croachments upon  the  fca.  To  this  caufe  we  may 
attribute  the  many  changes  that  appear  to  have  been 
made  in  its  channel,  and  that  an  open  creek  of  the 
lea  into  which,  no  longer  than  a  century  ago,  the 
Me-jerdah  difcharged  itfelf  is  now  circumfcribed  by 
the  mud,  and  become  a  bafon  or  anti-harbour,  as  it 
may  be  called,  to  Porta  Farina. 

Utica  certainly  lay  fomewhcre  in  this  dire6tion  ; 
but  we  fl»all  not  be  able  to  fix  its  exa6t  lituation,  un- 
lefs  we  allow  that  the  fea  has  been  driven  back  three 
or  four  miles  by  the  eafterly  winds,  and  the  incrrafe 
«•!'  the  mud  ;  and  then  we  may  juftly  place  that  fmall 
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but  celebrated  city  atBoolhater,  where  are  many  traces 
of  buildings  of  great  extent  and  magnificence,  as 
Walls,  cillerns,  arid  a  large  aquedu6l.  Thefe  ruins 
lie  about  twenty-feven  miles  from  Carthage,  and  be- 
hind tRcm  we  are  entertained  with  the  view  of  the 
large  fields  which  the  Romans  have  rendered  famous 
hy  their  military  exploits. 

Indeed  Carthage  has  not  much  better  fupported  it- 
ielfagainft  the  encroachments  caufed  by  the  north-eaft 
winds^andthemud  thrown  out  by  theMe-jerdah,  which, 
together  hath  flopped  up  the  ancient  harbourand  made 
it  almoftasdiftant  from  the  feaas  Utica.  Thegreatefl: 
part  of  Carthage  was  built  upon  three  hills,  inferior 
in  elevation  to  thofe  on  which  Rome  was  ere6ied. 
Upon  a  place  which   overlooks  the  fouth-eaft  fliore, 
is  the  area  of  a  fpacious  room,  with  feveral  fmaller 
near  it;  fome  of  them  have  tefTelated   pavements; 
but  neither  the  defign  nor  the  execution  are  very  ex- 
traordinary.    In  rowing  along  the  fnore,  the  com- 
mon-fewers  are  feen  in  feveral  places,  which  being  at 
tirft  well  built  and  cemented,  time  has  not  in   the 
leaft  impaired;  except  thefe,  thecifterns  have  fulfered 
leaft   by  the  general  ruin  of  the  city.     Befides  thofe 
belonging   to  particular  houfes,  there  were  two  fets 
for  the  public  ufe  ;  the  largeft,  which  was  the  grand 
refervoir,  and  received  the  water  of  the   aquedudf, 
lay  gear  the  weft  wall  of  the  city,  and  conlifted  of 
about  twenty  contiguous  cifterns,  each  about  a  hun- 
dred feet  long,  and  thiity  broad.     The  fmaller  is  in 
a  higher  fituation,  near  the  cothon,  it  being  contri- 
ved to  colie6l  the  rain-water  that  fell  upon  the  top  of 
it,  and  on  fome  adjacent   pavements  made  for  that 
purpofe.    This  might  be  repaired  with  little  expence, 
the  fmall  earthen  pipes  through  which  the  water  was 
conveyed  wanting  only  to  be  cleanfed. 

Thefe  are  the  only  remains  of  the  grandeur  and 
magnilicence  of  this  ancient  city,  the  rival  of  Rome  : 
We  find  no  triumphal  arch,  or  fuperb  piece  of 
archite(5ture';  no  columns  of  porphyry  or  granite,  no 
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curious  entablatures :  All  the  broken  walls  and  ftruc- 
tiires  ftill  remaining,  being  ert6\cd  either  in.  the 
Zothic  manner,  or  by  the  later  inhabitants. 

The  ruins  of  the  celebrated  aquedu6t,  that  con- 
veyed the  water  into  the  greater  cillerns,  may  be 
traced  as  far  as  Zow-wan  and  Zung-gar,  to  the  dif- 
tance  of  at  leaft  50  miles.  This  was  a  very  extend  ve 
work,  and  that  part  of  it  which  extends  along  the 
Peninfula,  was  beautifully  faced  with  Itone.  Ac 
Arriana,  a  fmall  village  two  leagues  to  the  north- 
ward of  Tunis,  are  feveral  entire  arches,  which  I 
found  to  be  70  feet  high,  and  the  piers  that  fuppor- 
.ted  them  were  fixteen  feet  fquare  ;  the  water  channel 
that  was  above  thefe  arches  was  vaulted  over^  and 
plaiftered  with  a  (trong  cement.  A  perfon  of  the 
ordinary  fize  may  walk  upright  in  it;  and  at  certain 
diftances  are  holes  left  open,  as  well  for  the  admiffiori 
of  frefli  air,  as  the  convenience  of  cleanfing  it.  The 
water  mark  is  near  three  feet  high;  but  it  is  impolii- 
ble  to  determine  the  quantity  daily  conveyed  to 
Carthage  by  this  channel,  without  knowing  the  angle 
of  defcent  that  was  given  to  it,  which  from  the  many 
breaches  in  it  cannot  be  afrertained, 

A  temple  was  ere61:ed  at  Zow  wan  and  at  Zung-gar 
over  the  fountains  by  which  this  aduedu6t  is  fupplied 
with  water.  That  at  Zung-gar  appears  to  have  been 
of  the  Corinthian  order,  and  ends  very  beautifully  in 
a  dome,  that  has  three  nitches,  and  extends  over  the 
fountain.  In  thefe  nitches  were  probably  ftatues  of 
water  nymphs,  or  other  deities. 

Eight  miles  to  the  weft-fouth-weft  of  Cape  Carthage 
is  the  Guletta,  a  fniail  channel  that  forms  a  com- 
munication between  the  lake  of  Tunis  and  the  fea, 
each  fide  of  which  is  defended  by  a  pretty  ftrong  cat- 
tle. ■  There  is  alfo  another  caftle  upon  a  fmall  ifland 
within  the  lake,  half  a  league  from  Tunis,  and  about 
two  from  the  Guletta  ;  but  from  the  little  danger  of 
any  attack  that  way  by  fea,  it  has  been  long  negle6l= 
ed.     The  lake  was  formerly  a  deep  and  capacious 
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port,  fufficient  to  contain  a  numerous  fleet;  but  from 
its  receiving  all  the  filth  of  the  common  fewers  of 
Tunis,  the  main  channel  is  in  fummer  reduced  to 
fix  or  feven  feet  deep,  and  for  the  fpace  of  a  mile  or 
more  within  the  banks,  the  bottom  isdry.  This  lake 
is  remarkable  for  the  number  and  largcnefs  of  the 
mullets  caught  in  it,  efteemed  the  fweeteft  of  any  on 
the  coaft  of  Barbary  ;  the  roes  of  them  when  prclled 
and  dried  are  called  Botargo,  and  are  accounted  a 
great  dainty. 

Tunis,  the  Tunes  of  the  ancients  and  the  capital 
cf  the  kingdom,  is  three  miles  round;  but  not  fo 
populous  as  Algiers,  nor  are  the  houies  io  handfome 
and  fpecious.  It  is  chiefly  fituated  on  a  rifiiig  ground 
along  the  weftern  banks  of  the  lake,  having  a  full 
view  of  Carthage  and  the  Guletta.  The  lakes  and 
marfhes  with  which  the  city  is  furrounded  might  pro- 
bably render  its  iituation  lefs  healthy,  was  not  the 
moifture  of  the  air  corrected  by  the  great  quantity  of 
maftic,  myrtle,  rofemary,  and  other  aromatic  plants 
with  which  their  ovens  and  bagnios  are  daiiy  heated, 
and  that  frequently  communicate  a  fenfible  fragrance 
to  the  air.  The  want  of  fweet  water  is  one  of  the 
greateit  difadvantages  under  which  the  iiihabitants 
labour  ;  for  the  brackifimcfs  of  their  well  water,  and 
tiie  fcarcity  of  their  ciilern;^,  oblige  them  to  fetch  a 
great  part  of  what  they  drink  from  fome  places  a  mile 
diliant;  but  except  this  inconvenience,  no  place 
enjoys  a  greater  plenty  of  all  the  necelFaries  of  life. 

The  Tunifeens  have  little  of  that  infolence  and 
haughtincfs  too  common  at  Algiers,  and  indeed  are 
the  moil  civilized  nation  of  Barbr.ry.  Ail  affairs  with 
the  regency  are  tranfacfed  in  fuch  a  friendly  complai- 
fant  manner,  that  I  had  no  fmail  pleafure  in  attending 
the  Englifii  conful  at  his  audiences.  This  nation  has 
always  had  the  chara61er  of  not  imitating  their  neigh- 
bours in  living  at  open  war,  or  perpetual  difcord 
with  the  Chriftian  princes,  but  of  cultivating  their 
frlendlhipj  and  readily  entering  into  an  alliance  with 
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them  :  they  have  therefore  for  many  years  been  more 
intent  upon  trade,  and  the  improvement  of  their 
manura(5tures,  than  upon  plunder  and  fitting  out  cor- 
fairs. 

On  a  rifing  ground  between  the  lake  of  Tunis  and 
the  fea,  is  the  town  of  Rhades,  the  ancient  Ades, 
where  Rtgulus  defeated  the  Carthaginians  ;  and  at  a 
fmali  diftanceare  the  hills  where  Hanno  placed  his 
elephants  to  oppofe  him. 

Near  the  bottom  of  the  gulph  is  the  fmall  town  of 
Soiyman,  fituated  upon  the  Ikirts  of  a  fine  plain.  It 
is  remarkable,  that  this  place  is  chiefly  inhabited  by 
Andaiulian  Moors,  who  retain  the  Spanilh  language, 
are  more  civilized  than  their  brethren,  and  more 
courteous  to  the  Chriliians, 

Farther  to  the  north  eaft  is  the  fanftuary  of  Seedy 
Doude,  which  takes  its  name  from  David,  or  as  they 
pronounce  it,  Doude,  a  Mooriih  faint,  whofe  fepul- 
chre  is  here  Ibewn  five  yards  long.  But  this  ftru6f  ure 
appears  to  be  a  part  of  a  Roman  Prastorium,  from 
three  contiguous  Mofaic  pavements,  ail  of  them 
wrought  with  the  greateft  fymmetry  and  exa6inefs  ; 
the  figures  are  horfes,  trees,  birds,  and  fillies,  finely 
inlaid,  in  fuch  a  variety  of  colours,  that  they  even 
appear  more  gay  and  lively  than  raany  tolerable 
paintings.  The  horfe,  the  inlignia  of  the  Cartha- 
ginians, is  reprefented  in  the  bold  pofture  in  which 
it  appears  upon  the  African  medals  :  the  birds  are 
the  hawk  and  the  partridge;  thefilhes,  the  gilt-head 
and  the  mullet ;  and  the  trees,  the  palm  and  the 
olive.  The  defigner,  perhaps,  intending  to  point 
out  the  firength,  the  diverlions,  the  fifliery,  and  the 
plenty  of  dates  and  oil,  for  which  this  country  has 
always  been  remarkable.  This  place  is  furrounded 
with  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Nifiia,  or  Mifua. 

Two  leagues  farther  is  Low-hareah,  the  Aquilaria 
of  the  ancients,  v;here  Curio  landed  the  troops  that 
"Were  afterwards  cut  to  pieces  by  Sabura.  There  are 
here  feveral  fragments  of  antiquities  ;  but  none  of 
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them  very  remarkable,  except  a  furprifing  cavern. 
For  from  the  fea-fiiore  to  this  village,  which  is  at  half 
a  mile's  diftance,  is  a  mountain  hollowed  with  great 
art  from  the  level  of  the  fea  to  the  height  of  twenty 
or  thirty  feet,  with  large  pillars  and  arches  left  ftand- 
ing  at  proper  diftances  to  fupport  the  mountain. 
Thefe  are  the  quarries  mentioned  by  Strabo,  from 
whence  the  building  ol  Carthage,  Utica,  and  many 
other  neighbouring  cities,  might  receive  their  mate- 
rials.  As  this  mountiiin  is  all  over  Ihaded  with  trees; 
as  the  arches  below  lie  open  to  the  fea,  with  a  large 
cliiT  on  each  fide,  and  the  illand  of  ^gimurus  is 
placed  over  againft  them,  while  fprings  are  perpetual- 
ly runing  down  the  rocks,  and  feats  are  railed  for  the 
weary  labourer,  we  can  fcarcely  doubt,  but  that  this 
is  the  cave  which  Virgil  places  fomevvhere  in  this 
gulph ;  notwithftanding  fpme  commentators  have 
thought  it  fictitious. 

Within  a  long  rccejs  there  lies  a  hay. 
An  ijland  Jhades  it  from  thfi  rotlmg  fea. 
And  forms  a  port  fecure  for  foips  to  ride, 
Broke  by  the  jutting  land  on  either  Jide  ; 
In  double  Jlreams  and  briny  waters  glide. 
Betwixt  two  rows  of  recks,  a  Jylvanfcene 
Appears  above,  and  groves  forever  green  : 
^4 gfoit  is  fornid.  beneath,  with  mo []y  feats, 
To  retl  the  Nereids,  and  exclude  the  heats, 
Down  through  the  crannies  of  the  living  walls 
The  cryfial  fireams  defcend  in  murmuring  falls. 

DRYDEN'S    VIRGIL. 

A  league  to  the  northward  lies  Cape  Bon,  called 
by  the  ancients  the  Promontory  of  Mercury  ;  from 
whence  I  was  well  informed,  tiiat  the  mountains 
of  Sicily  may  fometimes  be  difcerned  in  fair  weal- 
th er. 
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Five  leagues  to  the  fouthby-eaft  of  Cape  Bon,  h 
the  fmal!  Promontory  of  Taphitis,  on  which  the 
city  of  Clupea  or  Clypea  was  anciently  built ;  but 
there  are  now  no  remains  of  it  to  be  found  ;  for  the 
caftle  is  a  modern  ftrudure,  and  what  is  called  Clypea 
is  a  knot  of  miferable  hovels  at  a  mile's  diftance, 
MafaniiFa  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  drowned  in  his 
flight  from  Bocchar,  in  a  deep  and  rapid  river  a 
little  to  the  fouthward. 

Seven  leagues  to  the  fouth-weft  is  Gurba,  the 
Curobis  or  Curubis  of  the  ancients,  which  feems  to 
have  been  in  former  times  a  coniiderable  place  ; 
but  the  ruins  of  a  large  aquedu6t,  and  of  the  cilterns 
that  received  the  water,  are  all  the  antiquities  it 
now  poffeiTes.  'Tis  faid  that  the  port,  and  a  great 
part  of  the  city,  together  with  the  neighbouring 
city  of  Nabal,  were  deftroyed  by  the  fea,  and  that 
in  calm  weather  fome  traces  of  them  may  be  feen. 

Nabal  is  fituated  five  leagues  to  the  fouth-weft  of 
Glirba,  and  is  a  thriving,  induftrious  town,  famous 
for  its  potteries.  It  is  built  in  a  low  iituation,  a 
mile  from  the  fea  Ihore,  and  about  a  furlong  to  the 
weftward  of  the  ancient  Neapolis,  which  feems  to 
have  been  a  large  city,  without  including  what  is 
fuppofed  to  have  been  gained  by  the  fea.  Here  are 
many  infcriptions  upon  ftones  lix  feet  in  length  and 
three  in  breadth  ;  but  they  are  fo  defaced,  and  filled 
up  with  rubbidi  and  mortar,  that  it  required  more 
time  than  my  guides  would  allow  me  to  copy  them. 
On  the  bank  of  a  little  brook  that  runs  through 
the  old  city,  is  a  block  of  white  marble,  on  which 
is  curioufly  carved  a   wolf  in  balfo  relievo. 

Travelling  for  the  fpace  of  two  leagues  through 
a  rugged  rodd,  delightfully  lh;idcd  with  olive-trees, 
we  come  to  Hamam-et,  a  fmail  but  opulent  city 
compa(5tly  built  upon  a  low  promontory,  and  welt 
fortified  by  nature.  Some  pillars  and  blocks  of 
marble  are  here  to  be  met  with  ;  thefe  are  ruins 
brought  from  the   neighbouring  places ;    and  the 
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city  probably  takes  its  name  from  the  number  of 
wild  pigeons  bred  in  the  clilfs  of  the  adjacent  moun- 
tains. 

Near  the  fea,  at  two  leagues  diftance^  is  a  Mau- 
foieum  near  twenty  yards  in  diameter,  erected  in 
tiie  rorm  of  a  cvJincirical  pedeftal,  with  a  vault  un- 
derneath, and  en  the  cornice  are  feveral  fmall  altars, 
each  of  them  infcribed  with  the  name  of  a  different 
perfon.  Thefe  are  fuppofed  by  the  Arabs  to  have 
been  formerly  fo  many  lamps  for  the  direcLion  of 
mariners. 

Fifty  miles  from  Utica  is  the  city  of  Bay  jah  or 
Eeja,  the  Vacca  of  Saliuft,  a  place  of  great  trade, 
and  the  chief  mart  for  corn  in  the  whole  kingdom. 
The  prefent  city  is  built  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill, 
and  has  the  convenience  of  being  well  watered. 
Upon  the  higheft  part  of  it  is  a  citadel  of  no  great 
ftrength;  and  on  the  walls,  which  are  raifed  out 
of  the  ancient  materials,  are  feveral  infcriptions.  in 
the  plains  that  lie  before  the  city  on  the  banks  of 
the  Me-jerdah,  a  public  fair  is  kept  every  fummer,  to 
which  the  molt  diftant  Arabian  tribes  refort  with 
their  flocks  and  families. 

Six  leagues  to  the  weft  of  Tunis  is  fituated  Tu- 
burbo,  the  Tuburbum  Minus  of  the  ancients,  a 
fmall  town  on  the  banks  of  the  Me-jerdah,  inhabit- 
ed by  Andalufian  Moors.  Mahon;et,  a  late  bey  of 
this  kingdom,  planted  a  great  variety  of  fruit  trees 
in  this  neighbourhood,  placing  each  fpecies  in  a 
feparate  grove;  thus  the  orange-trees  are  all  placed 
by  themfeives,  without  being  miixed  with  the  lime 
or  citron  ,  and  where  you  gather  the  pear  or  apple, 
you  are  not  to  exyjecl  the  peach  or  apricot.  In  the 
adjacent  valley,  the  fame  generous  and  public  fpirit- 
ed  prince  ere<5fed,  out  of  the  ruins  of  an  ancient 
amphitheatre,  a  large  mafTy  bridge  or  dam,  with 
lluices  and  flood  gates,  to  raife  the  Me-jerdah  to  a 
proper  height,  for  the  refrefliing  of  his  plantations: 
But' this  was  too  laudable  a  work  for  it  to  laft  long 
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ia  Barbaiy,  and  therefore  it  is  entirely  broken  down 
and  defiroyed. 

On  the  eaft-fide  of  the  Me-jerdah,  ten  leagi>es  to 
the  fouth-weft  of  Tunis,  is  an  old  triumphal  arch, 
of  no  extrawdinary  beauty  or  worknianlhip ;  but 
has  been  adorned  with  a  variety  of  niches  and  fef- 
toons,  that  are  now  entirely  defaced.  It  appears, 
by  an  infcription,  to  have  been  erefted  on  the  de- 
clenfion  of  the  Roman  empire. 

At  the  bottom  of  a  large  winding  of  the  Me- 
jerdah,  is  Slou-geah  or  Salow-keah,  the  Municipium 
Hidibelenefe  of  the  ancients ;  but  now  a  fmali  village 
remarkable  tor  the  infcriptions,  the  remains  of 
cifterns,  the  fhafts  and  capitals  of  columns,  and  other 
monuments  of  its  ancient  grandeur. 

To  the  fouth-weft  is  Dugga,  the  ancient  Thugga, 
fituated  upon  the  extremity  of  a  fmall  chain  of  hills, 
where  are  feveral  tombs,  maufolea,  and  the  portico 
of  a  temple,  beautifully  adorned  with  fluted  columns, 
on  the  pediment  of  which  is  the  figure  of  an  eagle 
■finely  executed,  and  below  it  an  infcription  in  ho- 
nour of  the  founders.  There  is  alfo  an  infcription 
on  the  frieze,  and  feveral  others  upon  fquare  ftones. 
At  the  diftance  of  about  a  mile  and  a  half  is  Beif- 
fons,  the  Municipium  Agbieniium  of  the  ancients, 
which  is  built  upon  a  hill,  and  has  the  remains  of 
two  temples,  and  of  a  caftle  of  later  workmaniliip. 

ixlufti,  now-  called  Seedy  Abdel  abbufs,  from  a 
marabbutt  of  that  name  interred  there,  is  fituated 
in  a  plain  within  fight  of  Dugga  and  BeiiTons,  is 
remarkable  for  the  remains  of  a  beautiful  triumphal 
arch,  near  which  is  a  fi:one  that  might  formerly  be- 
long to  it,  containing  an  infcription  in  honour  of 
Auguftus  Caefar. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  is  KefF,  the  Sicca  Veneria  of 
the  ancients,  which  is  a  frontier  city,  the  third  for 
riches  and  firength  in  the  kingdom;  the  greatefu 
part  of  the  caiiie  was  about  nine  years  ago  blown 
up  in  the  civil  wars.     The  city  is  fituated  on  the 
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declivity  of  a  bill>  with  a  plentiful  fpring  riling 
in  the  middle  of  it  ;  but  fome  ancient  Roman  in- 
fcriptions  are  the  only  antiquities  to  be  found  there. 

Tubernoke,  the  Oppidum  Tuburnicenfe  of  Pliny, 
Is  feven  leagues  to  the  fouth  fouth-weft  of  Tunis, 
and  built  in  the  form  of  a  erefcent,  between  two 
ridges  of  a  very  verdant  mountain,  that  form  a 
variety  of  windings  and  narrow  defiles.  The  only 
antiquity  to  be  found  there  is  the  gate  of  a  large 
edifice.,  over  which  is  a  fpreading  pair  of  flag's 
horns  well  delineated  in  balTo  relievo.  Twelve  miles 
to  the  fouth-wefl  is  Jerraado,  fituated  on  the  decli- 
vity of  a  hill.  There  are  here  the  ruins  of  a  fmall 
squedudl  with  its  cifterns,  and  on  the  portal  of  an 
ancient  temple,  in  the  fame  ruinous  condition  with 
the  city,  is  an  account  of  the  perfons  who  contributed 
to  the  building  of  it. 

On  the  north-eaft  extremity  of  a  mountain  named 
Zow-aan  or  Zag-wan,  is  a  fmall  flourifhing  town  of 
the  fame  name,  famed  for  the  dying  of  fcarlet  caps, 
and  the  bleaching  of  linen  ;  great  quantities  of  both 
being  daily  brought  thither  for  that  purpofe  from 
all  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  llream  ufed  for  this 
purpofe  was  conveyed  to  Carthage,  and  over  the 
fpring-head  was  a  temple,  the  ruins  of  which  are 
llill  to  be  feen.  On  an  ancient  gate  of  the  city  is 
carved  a  ram's  head,  under  which  is  the  word  Auxilio, 
from  which  it  may  be  prefumed  that  the  city  was 
dedicated  to  Jupiter  Amnion. 

We  Ihall  now  take  a  view  of  the  moll  remarkable 
places  in  the  Winter  Circuit.  Here  all  the  parts  I 
have  feen  fall  very  ihort  of  that  fertility  attributed  to 
them  by  the  ancients  ;  and  particularly  thofe  near 
the  fea-ccafi:  are  generally  of  a  dry,  fandy  nature, 
with  no  great  depth  of  foil. 

Herkla,  the  Heraclea  of  the  lower  empire,  and 
probably  the  Adrumetum  of  the  earlier  ages,  is  built 
upon  a  promontory,  two  leagues  to  the  fouth  eaft  of 
a  morafs^  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  boundary  be- 
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tween  this  province  and  Zeugitana.  It  appears  to 
have  been  little  more  than  a  mile  in  circuit,  and  if 
we  may  be  allowed  to  judge  of  its  former  grandeur 
by  the  remaining  ruins,  it  will  appear  a  place  of 
importance,  rather  than  of  extent.  That  part  of 
the  promontory  which  formed  the  port  feems  to  have 
been  walled  in  to  the  very  brink  of  the  lea,  and  t9 
the  weft  and  fouth-weft  of  this  promontory  were  the 
port  and  cothon  which  Ceefar  could  not  enter  in  hi? 
purfuit  of  Varus. 

The  next  remarkable  place  upon  the  coaft  is  Sufa, 
fituated  on  the  northern  extremity  of  a  long  range 
of  eminences,  above  five  leagues  to  the  fouth  ealt  of 
Herkla.  This  is  the  chief  mart  of  this  kingdom  for 
oil ;  it  has  alfo  a  flourifning  trade  in  linens,  and  may- 
be reckoned  one  of  the  molt  confiderable  cities  of  the 
Tunifeens.  Here  are  feverai  columns  of  granite, 
vaults,  and  other  marks  of  it  being  formerly  a  con- 
fiderable place.  It  was  walled  round,  and  v^as 
probably  one  of  thofe  towns  that  fubmitted  to  Csefar 
in  his  march  to  Rufpina. 

A  league  and  a  half  from  Sufa  we  pafs  over  a 
valley  which  has  a  rivulet  of  fine  water  running 
through  it ;  and  half  a  league  farther,  upon  a  de- 
clivity of  the  lame  chain  of  eminences  with  Su(a,  is 
Sahaleel,  where  are  likewife  fome  remains  of  antiqui- 
ties. It  is  now  fituated  a  mile  from  the  fea,  and  was 
probably  the  ancient  Rufpina. 

On  the  extremity  of  a  cape  five  miles  from  Sahal- 
eel, is  Monafteer,  a  neat  thriving  city,  walled  round : 
but  it  can  lay  no  claim  to  any  extraordinary  anti- 
quity.- At  fome  diftance  from  this  place  is  Demafs, 
the  ancient  Thapfus,  fituated  on  a  low  neck  of  land. 
From  the  great  extent  of  its  ruins,  Herkla,  Sufa, 
and  Monafteer,  have  received  large  contributions  in 
building  their  walls,  callles,  and  principal  houfes: 
it  muft  therefore  have  been  the  moft  confiderable 
city  on  this  fide  of  Carthage.  There  ftill  remains  a 
great  part  of  the  cothon,  which  is  formed  of  a  com- 
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pofition  of  fmall  pebbles  and  mortar,  fo  well  cement- 
ed together,  that  a  Iblid  rock  could  not  be  more  hard 
and  durable. 

El  Medea,  in  the  modern  geography  called  Africa, 
is  lituated  upon  a  peninfula  live  miles  to  the  fouth  of 
Demas,  and  appears  to  have  been  formerly  a  place 
of  great  ftrength.  The  port  was  an  area  near  a 
hundred  yards  fquare,  and  lies  within  the  wails  of 
the  city  ;  but  is  not  at  prefent  ca^pable  of  receiving 
the  fmalleft  velleL  Leo  fays,  it  was  founded  by 
Mahdi,  the  firft  patriarch  of  Kar-wan,  and  therefore 
aifumed  his  name  ;  but  though  it  might  have  been 
poffibly  rebuilt  by  him,  there  is  fometh in g  too  regu- 
lar, and  elegant  in  the  remaining  capitals,  entabla- 
tures, and  other  pieces  of  the  ancient  mafonry,  de- 
faced as  they  are^at  prefent,  to  fulpe(5i:  the  founder 
to  have  been  an  Arabian. 

Elalia,  which  feems  to  be  the  Acholaor  Acilla  of 
the  ancients,  is  fituated  on  the  borders  of  a  fertile 
plain,  that  extends  from  Salecto  to  within  a  few  miles 
of  She-ah.  Befides  the  ruins  common  in  other 
places,  there  are  here  feveral  large  cifterns  for  receiv- 
ing the  rain-water,  which  from  the  workmanfliip  and 
contrivance,  appear  to  have  been  formed  lince  the 
invafion  ot  the  Saracens. 

A  little  farther  is  Ca-poudia,  the  Ammonis  Pro- 
montorium  of  Strabo,  a  low  narrow  ftrip  of  land, 
■which  ftretching  a  great  way  into  the  fea,  has  a 
watch-tower  on  its  extremity,  with  the  traces  of 
feveral  ruins  that  might  formerly  belong  to  the  city 
built  there  by  Juftinian. 

From  this  cape  to  the  ifland  of  Jerba,  is  a  fuc- 
ceffion  of  fmall  flat  iflands,  fand- banks,  oozy  bot- 
toms, or  fmall  depths  of  water.  Of  thefe  fliallows 
the  inhabitants  make  no  fmall  advantage,  by  wading 
a  mile  or  two  from  the  fhore,  and  fixing  in  the 
Various  windings,  as  they  go  along,  hurdles  of  reeds, 
^nd  by  this  means  enclofing  great  numbers  of  fifh= 
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Asfax,  or  Sfax,  is  a  neat  thriving  city  walled  round, 
where,  by  the  indulgence  of  the  Cadi,  the  inhabit- 
ants enjoy  the  fruit  of  their  indullry,  carry  on  a 
good  trade  in  oil,  and  linen  manufactures,  and  know 
little  of  that  opperflion  which  is  feverely  felt  in  moft 
other  parts  of  Barbary.  The  materials  ufed  in  build- 
ing it  were  brought  from  Thainee,  the  Thense  of 
the  ancients,  once  a  famous  maritime  city  fituated  at 
ten  miles  diftance,  though  the  country  about  it  is 
dry  and  barren,  without  either  fountain  or  rivulet. 

Four  leagues  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Thainee  isMaha- 
refs,  perhaps  the  Macodama  of  the  ancients,  a  fmall 
village,  where  are  the  ruins  of  a  large  caftle,  cind 
fome  cifterns  faid  to  have  been  built  by  the  Sultan 
Ben  Eglib,  whofe  memory  the  people  highly  refpedt, 
from  his  having  left  many  public  marks  of  his  bene- 
ficence.    Four  leagues  farther  to  the  weft  fouth-weft 
are  a  great  number  of  fepulchres  at  a  place  called 
Ellamaite,  but  they  have  no  infcriptions,  and  very- 
little  beauty.     At  Gabs,  anew  city  which  rifes  from 
the  remains  of  an  old  one  bearing  the  fame  name, 
are  many  fine  fquare  granite  pillars,  fiich  as  I   have 
no  where  met  with  in  any  part  of  Africa.     The  old 
city,  where   we  fee  theie  ruins,  was   built  upon   a 
riling  ground,  at  the  diftance  of  half  a   mile  from 
the  new.     It  had   been  formerly  wafhed  by  the  fca, 
which  formed  a  bay  half  a  mile  in  diameter:   but  at 
prefent  the  greateft  part  of  it  is  filled  up  and  gained 
from  the  fea.  There  are  here  feveral  large  plantations 
of  palm-trees,  though  the  dates  arc  in  every  refpe6l 
inferior  to  thofe  of  Jireed.     But  the  chief  branch  of 
trade  for  which  this  city  is  now  famous  arifes  from 
the  great  number  of  Alhenna  plants  cultivated  in 
gardens,  the  leaves  of  which  dried  and  pounded  nre 
difppfed  of  to  good  advantage  in  all  the   markets  of 
this  kingdom.     This  plant,  as  well  as   the    pahn, 
requires  to   be  well  watered  ;  and  for  that   piMpofc 
many  canals  from   the  river  Triton   were  brought 
through  thefe  plantations. 
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Leaving  the  fea-coaft,  and  taking  an  inland  courfe, 
we  foon  arrived  at  Hydrah,  which  is  fituated  in  a 
narrow  valley  with  a  rivulet  running  by  it,  and  for 
extent  of  ruins  appears  to  have  been  once  of  the 
moft  coniiderable  places  in  this  country.  For  there 
are  here  the  walls  of  feveral  houfes,  the  pavement  of 
a  whole  ftreet,  with  a  variety  of  altars  and  maufolea 
ftill  remaining.  Many  of  tlxe  latter  are  well  pre- 
ferved,  and  are  of  various  forms,  fome  being  round 
and  others  octagonal,  fupported  by  four,  fix  or  eight 
columns;  while  others  again  are  fquare  compa6]: 
buildings,  with  a  niche  in  one  of  the  fronts,  or  a 
balcony  on  the  top ;  but  the  infcriptions  are  either 
defaced  by  time  or  the  malice  of  the  Arabs:  hov/ever, 
upon  a  triumphal  arch  more  remari^able  tor  itslarge- 
nefs  than  its  beauty,  is  a  Latin  infcription  in  letters 
a  foot  long  :  but  it  does  not,  as  ufual,  mention 
either  the  name  of  the  city,  or  the  people  who 
ere6led  it. 

Eight  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  Sufa  is  Kair-wan, 
the  Vico  Augufti  of  the  ancients.  It  is  a  walled 
city,  and  the  fecond  in  the  kingdom  for  trade  and 
the  number  of  its  inhabitants.  It  is  lituatedin  a  bar- 
ren plain,  and  at  half  a  furlong's  diftance  without  the  , 
walls  is  a  pond  and  a  capacious  ciftern ,  built  to  receive 
the  rain  water;  but  the  former,  which  is  chiefly  for 
the  ufe  of  the  cattle,  drying  up  or  putrefying  in  the 
heat  of  fumraer,  caufes  agues  and  other  diftempers. 
Here  are  fome  fine  remains  of  the  ancient  architcdture, 
and  the  great  mofque,  efteemed  both  the  moft  mag- 
rjificent  and  the  moft  facred  in  Barbary,  is  fupported 
"by  an  almoft  incredible  number  of  granite  pillars, 
which  the  inhabitants  fay  amount  to  500  ;  but  I 
could  not  be  informed  of  one  fingle  infcription  :  and 
thofe  I  found  in  other  places  were  either  filled  up 
with  cement  or  defaced  by  the  chiilel. 

Eight  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  Kair-wan  are  the 
ruins  of  Truzza,  the  Turzo  of  Ptolemy,  where  are 
feveral  vaulted  chambers  perpetually  filled  up  with 
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fulphureous  fteams,  much'  frequented  by  the  Arabs 
for  the  ufe  of  fvveating.  The  river  Mergaleel  waters 
the  neighbouring  country,  and  the  Arabs  maka  ufe 
of  it  in  overflowing  the  extenlive  plains  that  extend 
along  its  banks,  which  are  feldoin  or  never  reiTeflied 
with  the  rain. 

At  the  dittance  of  a  furlong  from  Spaitia,  the  an- 
cient Sufetula,  is  a  magniiicent  triumphal  arch  of 
the  Corinthian  order,  confifting  of  one  large  arch, 
and  tv^'o  fmaller,  one  on  each  lide,  with  the  fragment 
of  an  infcriptlon  upon  it.  From  thence,  all  along 
to  the  city,  is  a  pavement  of  large  black  ftones,  with 
a  parapet  wall  on  each  fide.  At  the  end  of  this  pave- 
ment, we  pais  through  a  beautiful  portico  built  in  the 
fame  manner  with  the  triumphal  arch.  This  leads 
into  a  fpacious  court,  where  are  the  ruins  of  three 
contiguous  temples ;  but  the  roofs,  porticos  and 
fronts  are  broken  down,  though  all  the  other  wails, 
with  their  pediments  and  entablatures,  remain  en- 
tire. In  each  of  them  is  a  niche,  fronting  the  por- 
tico :  and  behind  that  in  the  middle  temple  is  a  fmall 
chamber,  which  formerly  ferved,  perhaps,  for  a 
veftry. 

Upon  an  eminence  fix  leagues  to  the  weft  To  uth- we  ft 
of  Spaitia,  is  CaHareen.  The  river  Derb  runs  wind- 
ing below  it ;  and  upon  a  precipice  that  hangs  over 
that  river,  is  a  triumphal  arch,  more  remarkable  for 
the  quantity  and  value  of  the  materials  than  for  the 
beauty  and  elegance  of  the  defign.  It  confifis  of  one 
large  arch  with  an  Attic  ftru61:ure  above  it,  that  has 
fome  ornaments  refembling  the  Corinthian  upon  the 
entablature,  though  the  pllafcers  are  entirely  Gothic  ; 
but  notwithftanding  the  rudenefs  of  the  workman- 
Ihip,  and  the  oddnefs  of  the  fituation,  it  has  an  in- 
fcriptlon, in  which  Manlius  Felix,  the  founder,  is 
gratefully  commemorated.  In  the  plains  below  the 
city  are  many  maufolea,  upon  one  cf  which  is  an 
elegy  in  hexameter  and  pentameter  verfes.  This 
place  feems  to  have  received  its  prefent  name  from 
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the  Maiifolea,  which  at  a  diftance  have  the  appearance 
Of  fo  many  towers  or  lortrelles. 

At  Jem  me,  the  Tifdra  ot"  Ciefar,  are  many  antiqui- 
ties, as  a  variety  of  columns,  altars  with  defaced  in- 
fcriptions,  and  trunks  and  arms  of  marble  ftatues, 
one  of  which  is  of  the  Colofs  kind  in  armour,  ano- 
ther is  of  a  naked  Venus,  in  the  pofture  and  fize  of 
theMedicean  ;  both  by  good  mafters;  but  their  hands 
are  broken  off.  This  place  is  alfo  remarkably  diftin- 
guilhed  by  beautiful  remains  of  a  fpacious  amphi- 
theatre, that  originally  confifted  of  fixty  four  arches 
and  four  orders  of  columns.  The  upper  order,  which 
is,  perhaps,  no  more  than  an  attic,  has  fuffered  by 
the  Arabs,  and  in  a  late  revolt  of  thofe  people,  who 
ufed  this  place  as  a  fortrefs,  Mahomet  Bey  blew  up 
four  of  the  arches  from  top  to  bottom  ;  otherwife  no- 
thing could  be  more  entire  and  beautiful.  On  the 
inlide  the  platform  of  the  feats,  with  the  galleries  and 
Vomitoria  leaping  up  to  ihem  are  ftill  remaining. 
The  Arena  is  nearly  circular;  and  in  the  center  is  a 
deep  well  of  hewn  ftone,  where  the  pillar  thatfup- 
ported  the  Velum,  or  awning  may  be  fuppofed  to  have 
been  fixed.  It  feems  to  have  been  built  about  the 
time  of  the' Antonines,  and  as  the  elder  Gordian  was 
proclaimed  emperor  at  this  city,  it  is  probable  that  in 
gratitude  to  the  place  where  he  obtained  the  purple 
he  founded  this  ftrudure. 

To  the  fouthward  of  Jemme  is  Rugga,  the  ancient 
Caraga,  famous  for  a  fpacious  ciftern,  that  formerly 
i'upplied  the  whole  city  with  water,  the  roof  of  which 
is  fupported  by  feveral  rows  of  mafly  pillars. 

Ferre-anah,  which  from  its  lonely  fituation,  and 
other  circumftances,  was  probably  the  Thalaof  Sal- 
luft,  lies  in  the  fame  parallel  with  Rugga,  and  was 
once  the  iargeil  city  of  Bizacium,  though  it  has  now 
no  other  remains  of  its  ancient  grandeur  but  a  few 
granite  and  other  columns,  which,  by  fome  extraor- 
dinary chance,  the  Arabs  have  left  (landing  on  their 
'pedeitals.     It  has  been  extremely  well  watered,  for 
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befides  a  confidcrable  brook  that  runs  under  the  walls, 
there  have  been  leveral  walls  in  the  city,  each  ot 
them  furrounded  with  a  corridore,  and  vaulted  over 
with  a  cupola.  This,  with  the  goodnefs  of  the  air, 
are  the  only  benefits  this  city  can  urge  in  favour  of 
its  lituation  ;  for  excepting  a  fmall  extent  of  ground 
to  the  fouthward,  which  the  inhabitants  cultivate 
by  refrelhing  it  at  proper  times  with  the  rivulet,  all 
the  reft  of  the  adjacent  country  is  dry,  barren,  and 
inhofpitable.  The  profpect  to  the  weltward,  which 
is  the  only  one  it  enjoys,  is  terminated  by  fome  naked 
precipices  ;  or  where  the  eye  is  at  liberty  to  wander 
through  fome  narrow  cliiF  or  valley,  we  are  enter- 
tained with  no  other  view  than  of  a  deiert  fcorciied 
up  with  perpetual  draught,  and  glowing  with  the 
fun -beams. 

At  tv/eJve  leagues  to  the  ealtward  of  Fere-anah,  is 
Gafsa,  the  ancient  Capfa,  fituated  on  a  riling  ground 
almoft  enclofed  with  moimtains  ;  but  the  landfcape 
is  more  gay  and  verdant  than  that  about  Ferre-anah, 
from  the  profpe6t  it  affords  of  palm,  olive,  piftachio, 
and  other  fruit  trees  ;  this  agreeable  fcene  is  however, 
of  a  fmall  extent,  ferving  only  to  refreih  the  eye  in 
the  more  dillant  profpe<5t  of  an  interchange  of  barren 
hills  and  valleys.  The  water  that  refrefhes  thefe 
trees  is  collciJted  from  two  fountains,  one  of  which 
arifes  within  the  citadel,  and  the  other  in  the  centre 
of  the  city.  The  latter  is  probably  the  fountain 
mentioned  by  Salluft,  and  was  formerly  covered  with 
a  cupola.  It  is  Hill  walled  round,  and  difcharges 
itfelf  into  a  bafon,  dcfigned,  perhaps,  for  a  bath. 
Thefe  two  fprings,  uniting  their  ftreams  before  they 
leave  the  city,  form  a  pretty  large  brook,  which 
from  the  quantity  of  water  and  the  rapidity  ol"  the 
Itream,  might  continue  its  courfe  jto  a  great  diilance 
were  it  not  conftantly  ufcd  by  the  inhabitants  in  re- 
frefliing  their  plantations.  In  the  walls  of  fonje  pri- 
vate houfes,  and  particularly  of  the  citadel,  which 
is  a  we^k   and  modern  building,  is  a  great  coniulioii 
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of  altars,  cokmiiis  of  granite,  and  entablatures,  that 
'when  entire  and  in  their  proper  fituationj  mull  have 
been  great  ornaments  to  the  city. 

We  now  enter  upon  that  part  of  the  Sahara  which 
belongs  to  the  Tunifeens,  and  is  called  El  Jereed, 
er  the  Dry  Country.  The  villages  in  this  diftrift  are 
built  like  thofe  in  Algiers,  with  mud  walls,  and  raf- 
ters of  palms  ;  among  thera  may  be  found  granite 
pillars,  and  Roman  infcriptions.  The  inhabitants  in 
general  trade  in  dates,  which  they  exchange  for 
wheat,  barley,  linen,  and  other  commodities  brought 
from  the  neighbouring  parts.  The  dates  of  Tozer^ 
one  of  thefe  villages,  being  moll  efteemed,  that  is 
become  the  principal  mart  for  them  ;  great  quantities 
of  them  are  exported  to  j5ithiopia»  where  they  are 
exchanged  for  black  Haves,  at  the  rate  of  two  or 
three  quintals  for  a  black.  The  villages  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood are  divided  from  others  in  the  province  of 
Kif-zowah,  by  the  lake  of  Marks,  which  is  lb  called 
from  a  number  of  trunks  of  palm-trees  that  are  placed 
at  proper  diftances,  to  dire6l  the  caravans  in  their 
marches  over  the  plain.  Were  it  not  for  fuch  affift- 
ances,  travelling:  would  be  here  both  difficult  and 
dangerous,  as  well  from  the  variety  of  pits  and  quick- 
fands  that  could  not  be  otherwife  avoided,  as  that 
great  miftakes  might  be  made  in  palling  over  a  plain 
of  this  extent^  where  the  horizon  is  as  proper  for 
aftronomical  obfervations  as  the  fea.  The  like  extends 
near  twenty  leagues  in  length;  and,  where  I  pafTed 
it,  was  about  fix  in  breadth  :  it  has  many  iflands,  one 
of  which  is  large  and  covered  with  dates,  which,  ac- 
cording to  a  tradition  of  the  Arabs,  fprung  from  the 
ilones  of  that  fruit,  brought  thither  by  an  Egyptian 
army  for  their  food. 

Near  the  caftern  extremity  of  this  lake  is  an  entire 
mountain  of  flilt,  as  hard  and  folid  as  ftone,  and  of  a 
reddifli  or  purple  colour.  Yet  what  is  wafhed  down 
from  thcfe  precipices  by  the  dews^  attains  another 
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colour,  becoming  as  whitens  fnow,  and  lofing  that 
bitterncfs  which  is  in  the  parent  rock. 

Leaving  Maggs,  one  of  the  lefTer  villages  of  the 
neighbouring  province  of  Nif-zowah,  we  proceed 
near  thirty  miles  through  an  uncomfortable  defcrt 
without  either  herbage  or  water,  till  we  arrive  within 
a  few  miles  of  El  Hammah,  one  of  the  frontier  towns, 
where  the  Tunifeens  have  a  caftle  and  garriibn.  At 
a  fmall  diitance,  are  fome  remains  of  its  antiquity. 
It  received  its  name  from  the  hot  baths,  which  are 
reforted  to  from  ail  parts  of  the  kingdom.  But  thefe 
are  only  fneltered  from  the  weather,  by  liaving  a 
miferable  thatched  hovel  over  them;  while  their  ba- 
fons,  which  are  about  twelve  feet  fquare  and  four  deep, 
have  ftooe  benches  a  little  below  the  furface  of  the 
water,  for  the  bathers  to  lit  upon.  One  of  them  is 
called  the  bath  of  lepers.  The  water  of  thefe  iprings 
forms  a  rivulet,  which,  after  being  conducted  in  a 
number  of  fmall  llreams  through  the  gardens,  is 
again  united,  and  dire<5i:s  its  courfe  towards  the  lake 
of  Marks  ;  but  at  a  few  miles  diitance  is  iofl:  in  the 
iand. 

The  roving  unfettled  life  of  the  Arabs,  and  the 
perpetual  grievances  the  Moors  fuffer  from  the  Turks, 
will  not  permit  either  them  to  enjoy  that  liberty  and 
fecurity  which  give  birth  and  encouragement  to  learn- 
ing: Hence  the  knowledge  of  medicine,  of  philofo- 
phy  and  the  mathematics,  which  once  fiouridied 
among  the  Arabs,  is  now  fo  lofi:,  that  there  arefcarce- 
}y  any  traces  of  them  remaining. 

The  children  of  the  Moors  and  Turks  are  fcnt  to 
fchool  at  about  fix  years  of  age,  when  they  are  taught 
to  read  and  write  for  the  value  of  about  a  penny  a 
week  :  inftead  of  paper,  each  boy  has  a  piece  of  thin 
fquare  board  ilightly  daubed  over  with  whiting  ;  on 
this  he  makes  his  letters,  which  may  be  wiped  cif  or 
renewed  at  pleafure.  Having  made  fome  progrefs  in 
the  Koran,  he  is  initiated  in  the  feveral  ceremonies 
fkud  myfteries  of  religion.     When  a  boy  has  diftin- 
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guiihed  himrelfinany  of  thefe  branches  of  learning, 
he  is  richly  drelTed,  mounted  upon  a  horfe  finely 
caparifoncd,  and  condu(5ted  amidlt  the  huzzas  of 
his  fchool-fellows  through  the  ftreets  ;  Vvhile  his 
friends  and  relations  ailemble  to  congratulate  his 
parents^  and  load  him  with  gifts.  After  being  three 
or  four  years  at  fchool  the  boys  are  put  to  trades,  or 
enrolled  in  the  army,  where  nioit  of  tliem  foon  forget 
aii  they  have  learned. 

While  I  was  at  Algiers  I  endeavoured  to  become 
acquainted  with  thofe  perfons  who  were  moft  diilin- 
guiihed  for  their  learning  ;  and  though  from  their 
natural  fliynefs  to  ftrangers,  and  contempt  of  the 
Chriftians,  it  is  difficult  to  cultivate  a  real  friend fliip 
with  them,  yet  I  foon  found,  that  their  chief  ailro- 
nomer,  who  fuperintends  and  regulates  the  hours  of 
prayers,  had  not  the  fkill  to  make  a  fun-dial :  That 
the  whole  art  of  navigation,  as  pn:6!:ifed  at  Algiers 
and  Tunis,  confifted  of  noticing  more,  than  what  is 
termed  the  pricking  of  a  chart,  and  diftinguifliing 
the  eight  principal  points  of  the  compals  ;  and  that 
even  chemiftry,  formerly  the  favourite  fcience  of  thefe 
people,  is  at  prefent  only  applied  to  the  dillilling  a 
little  rofe-water.  The  phyficians  chieny  fcudy  the 
Spanifh  edition  of  Diofcorides  ;  but  the  figures  of  the 
plants  and  animals  are  more  confulted  than  the  de- 
fcriptions.  Yet  thefe  people  are  naturally  fubtle  and 
ingenious;  and  nothing  but  time,  application,  and 
encouragement,  are  v^anting  to  cultivate  and  improve 
their  faculties. 

The  Mahometans,  being  for  the  moft  part  pre- 
deitinarians,  pay  little  regard  to  phytic,  and  gener- 
ally either  leave  the  diforder  to  contend  with  nature, 
or  make  ufe  of  charms  and  incantations.  They, 
however,  refort  to  bagnios  in  all  diftcmpers,  and 
there  are  a  few  remedies  in  general  ufe  .  Thus  in 
pleuretic  and  rheumatic  cafes,  they  make  feveral 
punciures  on  the  part  afie6ted  with  a  red  hot  iron, 
repeating  the  operation  according  to  the  violence  of 
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the  difeafe,  and  the  ftrength  of  the  patient.  They 
pour  fre(h  butter  almoft  boiling  hot  into  all  fimple 
gun-fl-Jot  wounds.  The  prickly  pear  roafted  in  the 
alhes  is  applied  hot,  for  the  cure  of  bruifes,  fwellings, 
and  inflammations-,  and  a  drachm  or  two  of  the  root 
of  the  round  birth-wort  is  an  eitabliflied  remedy  for 
t^ie  cholic;  fome  of  them  inoculate  for  the  fmall-pox, 
though  this  practice  is  not  much  in  repute  in  this 
part  of  Barbary,  and  they  tell  a  number  of  ftories 
to  difcourage  the  ufeof  it.  They  have  few  compound 
medicines;  however  they  ufe  a  mixture  of  myrrh, 
fatFron,  aloes,  and  fyrup  of  myrtle- berries,  which 
is  often    found  effe6lual  in  the  cure  of  the  plague. 

I  have  fometimes  been  favoured  with  the  light  of 
the  ancient  kalendars,  in  which  the  fun's  place,  the 
femidiurnal  and  no6turnal  arch,  the  length  of  the 
twilight,  with  the  feveral  hours  of  prayer  for  each  day 
in  the  month,  are  calculated  to  a  minute,  and  beauti- 
fully inferted  in  proper  columns  ;  but  thefe  are  as 
little  confulted  as  their  ancient  mathematical  inflru- 
ments,  of  which  they  know  not  the  ufe  ;  thus  if  the 
cloudinela  of  the  weather  will  not  permit  them  to  ad- 
juft  their  fmall  and  large  hour-glalles  to  fome  inac- 
curate meridian  lines  they  have  made  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  their  times  of  devotion,  which  Ihould  be  pun6tual 
to  a  minute,  are  entirely  left  to  the  will  and  pleafure 
of  the  cryers.  For  pijblic  clocks  are  not  allowed  in 
this  country,  which  is  perhaps  owing  to  the  great 
averfion    the  Mahometans  have  to  bells. 

Notwithftanding  the  ilvill  of  their  anceilors  in 
Arithmetic  and  Algebra,  not  one  in  twenty  thoufnnd 
appears  to  be  at  prefent  acquainted  with  the  firlt 
operations  in  thefe  branches  of  Mathematics  ;  yet 
the  merchants  are  frequently  very  dextrous  in  the 
addition  and  lubftraftion  of  large  fums  by  memory  ; 
and  have  alfo  a  very  lingular  method  of  numeration, 
by  putting  their  hands  into  each  others  lleeves,  and 
touching  one  another,  with  this  or  that  linger,  or  a 
particular  joint,  each  denoting  a  determined  fum  ur 
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number.      Thus    without   moving  their   lips,  they 
conclude  bargains  of  the  greateft  value. 

Several  clans  of  the  Arabs  go  bare-  headed  all  the 
year  long,  as  MafanilTa  did  of  old,  binding  their 
temples  only  with  a  narrow  fillet,  to  prevent  their 
hair  being  troublefome.  But  the  Moors  and  Turks 
iii  general,  with  fome  of  the  richer  clans  of  Arabs, 
wear  upon  the  crowns  of  their  heads  a  fmall  cap  of 
fcarlet  woollen  cloth,  of  the  nianufa(5iure  ot  the 
country.  The  turbant  is  folded  round  the  bottom 
of  thefe  caps,  and  by  the  falhion  of  the  folds  the 
feveral  orders  of  fold iers  are  diftinguifhed,  not  only 
from  the  tradefmen  and  citizens,  but  trom  one  an- 
other.  The  Arabs  wear  a  loofe  garment,  called  a 
Hyke,  which  is  a  piece  of  cloth  of  their  own  manu- 
fa6f  ure,  ufually  fix  yards  long,  and  five  or  fix  feet  in 
breadth  ;  this,  v*'hich  they  wrap  round  them,  and 
gird  up  with  a  fa(h,  ferves  them  for  a  complete  drefs 
in  the  day,  and  for  a  bed  and  covering  by  night. 
Above  this  they  wear  a  cloak  or  upper  garment 
called  a  burnoofe,  which  is  wove  in  one  piece  with 
a  kind  of  hood  for  the  head  ;  it  is  alfo  tight  about 
the  neck,  and  widens  below  like  a  cloak  ;  but  this  is 
only  worn  in  rainy  and  very  cold  weather. 

Some  of  them  wear  under  their  hykes  a  clofe- 
bodied  frock,  or  tunic,  with  or  without  ileeves, 
which,  as  well  as  the  hykes,  is  girded  about  their 
bodies,  cfpecially  when  they  are  engaged  in  any 
labour  or  exercife,  at  which  time  they  ufually  throw 
off  their  hykes  and  burnoofes,  and  remain  only  in 
their  tunics.  Of  this  kind  was  probably  the  habit 
worn  by  our  Saviour,  when  he  is  faid,  *'  to  lay  afide 
^'  his  garments,  and  to  take  a  towel  and  gird  him- 
"  felf.  *"  Their  girdles  are  ufually  of  worfted, 
wove  into  a  variety  of  figures,  and  made  to  wrap 
feveral  times  round  their  bodies.  One  end  being 
doubled  and  fewed    along  the  edges,   ferved   lor  a 

*    lohn  xiii.  4. 
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pnrfe;  in  this  girdle  the  Turks  and  Arabs  al To  fix 
their  knives  and  poniards  ;  while  the  writers  dil- 
tinguilh  themfelves  by  having  an  ink-horn,  the 
badge  of  their  office,  fufpended  in  the  like  iitua- 
tion. 

The  Turks  and  Moors  wear  linen  under  their 
tunics  ;  but  the  Arabs  in  general  wear  nothing  but 
>;voollen.  However,  in  fonie  places,  it  is  culiomary 
for  the  Arab  bridegroom  and  bride  to  wear  each 
a  Ihirt  at  the  celebration  of  their  nuptials;  but  then 
they  are  not  to  wafh  or  pull  them  off,  while  any  part 
of  them  is  remaining.  The  fleeves  of  thofe  worn 
by  the  men,  are  wide  and  open,  without  any  folds 
at  the  wrilt,  while  thofe  of  the  women  are  made  with 
gauze,  and  different  coloured  ribbons,  interchange- 
ably fewn  together. 

The  Bedoweens,  who  live  in  tents,  are  not  ac- 
cuftomed  to  wear  drawers  ;  though  the  citizens  of 
both  fexes  conftantly  appear  in  them,  efpccially 
when  they  go  abroad  or  receive  vifits.  The  virgins 
are  diftinguiflied  from  thofe  of  the  matrons  in  having 
theirs  made  of  needle  work,  ftripped  filk,  or  linen  : 
but  when  the  women  are  at  home,  or  in  private, 
they  lay  afide  their  hykes,  and  fometimes  their  tunics, 
and  inilcad  of  drawers,  bind  only  a  towel  about  their 
loins.  It  is  obiervable,  that  wlien  the  Moorifli  wo- 
men appear  in  public,  they  conftantly  fold  them- 
felves fo  clofe  up  in  their  hykes,  that  very  little  of 
their  faces  can  be  feen  :  But^dn  the  fummer  months, 
when  they  retire  to.  their  country-feats,  they  walk 
abroad  with  lefs  caution  and  referve,  and  upon 
the  approach  of  a  ftranger  only  let  fall  their  veils. 
They  all  affe6f  to  have  their  hair  hang  down  to  the 
ground,  which  they  colleft  into  one  lock,  upon  the 
hinder  part  of  the  head,  binding  and  plaiting  it  with 
ribbons;  but  where  nature  has  been  lefs  liberal, 
they  iupply  the  defe6f  by  adding  artificial  to  the 
natural  locks.  The  ha1r  being  thus  adorned,  they 
tie  clofe  together  above  the  lock,  the  feveral  corners 
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of  a  triangular  piece  of  linen,  wrought  with  the 
needle  in  a  variety  of  figures.  Thofe  of  fuperior 
fortune  wear  a  farniah,  as  it  is  called^  which  is 
nearly  of  the  fime  fliape  as  the  other  head-drefs, 
but  is  made  of  thin  flexible  plates  of  gold  or  lilver 
cut  through  and  engraved  in  imitation  of  lace.  A 
handkerchief  of  iilk,  gauze,  or  painted  linen  bound 
clofe about  the  firmah,  and  negligently  falling  upon 
the  lock,  completes  their  drefs. 

However,  none  of  thefe  ladies  think  themfelves 
completely  adorned,  till  they  have  tinged  the  hair 
and  the  edges  of  the  eye-lids  with  the  powder  of  lead 
ore.  This  operation  is  performed  by  dipping  a 
wooden  bodkin  of  the  thicknefsof  a  quill  into  the 
powder,  and  then  drawing  it  under  the  eye-lids, 
over  the  ball  of  the  eye,  which  communicates  to 
the  eye  a  footy  colour,  that  is  thought  to  add  a 
wonderful  grace  to  perfonsof  all  complexions.  This 
practice  is  of  great  antiquity;  for  we  find  that  when 
Jezebel  is  fa  id  '^  to  have  painted  her  face,  the  original 
words  are,  (lie  adjufted  (or  let  off)  her  eyes  with  the 
powder  of  lead  ore.  Indeed  this  kind  of  ornament 
was  not  only  made  ufe  of  by  the  eaifern  nations,  but 
by  the  Greeks  and  Romans. 

The  Turks  and  Moors  are  early  rifers,  and  con- 
ftantly  attend  the  public  devotions  at  break  of  day. 
After  which  each  perfon  is  employed  in  his  proper 
trade  and  occupation  till  ten  in  the  morning,  the 
ufual  time  of  dining;  returning  again  to  buiinefs 
till  the  afternoon  prayers,  when  all  kind  of  work 
Geafes,  and  the  fliops  are  (hut  up.  The  fupper  com- 
monly follows  the  prayers  of  fun-fet,  and  then 
repeating  the  fame  at  the  fetting  of  the  watch,  when 
it  begins  to  be  dark,  they  go  to  bed  immediately 
after.  Some  of  the  graver  people,  who  have  no 
conflant  employ,  fpend  the  day,  either  in  converfing 
Yvith  one  another  in  the  barber's  ftiops,  in  the  bazar, 
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or  at  thecofFee-hGufe;  while  a  great  part  of  the  Tur- 
kilh  and  Moorifh  youth,  with  many  of  the  unmarried 
foldiers  attend  their  concubines  with  wine  and  mufic 
into  the  fields,  or  make  merry  at  one  of  the  public 
taverns  ;  which  though  prohibited  by  their  religion, 
thefe  governments  are  obliged  from  the  neceffity  of 
the  times  to  difpenfe  with. 

The  lives  of  the  Arabs  are  one  continued  round 
of  idlenefs  or  diverfion.  When  they  are  not  called 
abroad  by  any  paftime,  they  fpend  the  day  in  loiter- 
ing at  home,  fmoaking  their  pipes,  and  repofing 
themfelves  under  fome  neighbouring  fhade.  They 
have  not  the  leaft  relifh  for  domeftic  pleafures,  and 
are  feldom  known  to  converle  with  their  wives,  or 
play  with  their  children.  The  Arab  places  his  high- 
eft  {litisfa6lion  in  his  horfe,  and  is  feldom  in  high 
fpirits,  but  when  riding  at  full  fpeed,  or  hunting. 
The  eaftern  nations  in  general  are  very  dexterous  at 
this  exercife,  and  upon  one  of  the  medallions  of 
Conftantine's  arch  is  a  beautiful  reprefentation  of  this 
fport,  as  performed  at  prefent  by  the  Arabs  ;  who, 
having  rouzed  the  beaft  from  his  retirement,  and 
purfued  it  into  fome  adjacent  plain,  endeavour,  by 
frequently  overtaking  and  turning  it,  to  tire  and 
perplex  it,  and  then  watching  an  opportunity,  they 
fix  lances  in  its  fides. 

At  the  hunting  of  a  lion  a  whole  diftri6l  is  fum- 
moned  to  appear,  who  forming  themfelves  into  a 
circle,  at  firft  enclofe  a  fpace  of  three  or  four  miles 
in  compafs,  according  to  the  number  of  the  people, 
and  the  nature  of  the  ground.     The  footmen  ad- 
vance firft,  ruOiing  into  the  thickets  with  their  dogs 
and  lances  to  rouze  their  game,  while  the  horfemeii 
keeping  a  little  behind  are  always  ready  to  fally  on 
the  wild  beaft.     They  ftill  proceed,  contra<5ling  the 
circle,  till  at  laft  they  enter  clofe  in  together,  or 
meet  with  diverfion.     The  accidental  paftime  upon 
thefe  occafions  is  fometimes   extremely  diverting  ; 
for  the  various  animals  within  the  circle  being  thvis 
VOL.  VI,  3  H  _ 
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drove  together,  they  feldom  fail  of  having  a  variety 
of  agreeable  chaces  after  hares,  jackals,  leopards, 
hyaenas,  and  other  wild  beafts.  It  is  a  common  ob- 
fervation  in  this  country,  that  the  moment  the  lion 
is  rouzed  he  will  endeavour  to  feize  upon  the  perfon 
neareft  him,  and  fufler  himfelf  to  be  cut  to  pieces 
rather  than  quit  his  hold. 

Hawking  is  one. of  the  principal  diverfions  of  the 
Arabs  and  gentry  of  the  kingdom  of  Tunis,  where 
the  woods  afford  a  beautiful  variety  of  hawks  and 
falcons.  Thofe  who  delight  in  fowling,  inftead  of 
fpringing  the  game  with  dogs,  (liade  themfelves  with 
a  piece  of  canvafs  flretched  upon  two  reeds,  and 
painted  with  the  figure  of  a  leopard.  Thus  con- 
cealed, the  fowler  walks  through  the  brakes  and 
avenues,  looking  through  fome  holes  a  little  below 
the  top  of  the  fcreen,  to  obferve  what  pafFes  before 
him.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  partridges,  and 
fome  other  birds,  on  the  approach  of  the  canvafs, 
covey  together,  though  they  were  before  at  a  fmall 
di fiance  from  each  other';  anci  the  woodcock,  quail, 
and  other  birds  that  commonly  feed  in  flocks,  will, 
on  feeing  it,  Hand  ftill  with  a  look  of  aftonidiment. 
Thus  the  f{)ortfman  has  an  opportunity  of  coming 
near  then^,  when  refting  the  flvreen  upon  the  ground, 
and  directing  the  muzzle  of  his  piece  through  one  of 
the  holes,  he  fhoots  a  whole  covey  at  once.  The 
Arabs  have  alfo  another  method  of  catching  par- 
tridges ;  for  obferving  that  after  their  being  hallily 
fprung  two  or  three  times,  they  become  fatigued  and 
languid,  they  then  run  in  upon  them,  and  knock 
them  down  with  their  zerwatties,  which  are  fhort 
flicks  bound  round  with  iron,  or  inlaid  with  pewter 
or  brafs.  Thcfe  ferve  thofe  Arabs  who  are  not 
maft.er3  of  a  gun  for  offenfive  and  defeniive  wea- 
pons. 

With  refpe6l  to  the  manners  and  cufloms  of  the 
Bedoweens,  they  retain  many  of  thofe  we  read  of  in 
lacred  and  profane  hiftory  .;  for  excepting  their  reli- 
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gion,  they  are  the  fame  people  they  were  two  or  three 
thouiand  years  ago.  Upon  nieetii:ig  oneanoilier,  they 
ftill  ule  the  primitive  fiiliitationj,  "  Peace  be  unlo 
3'ou."  The  inferiors  out  of  deferenre  and  refpeii, 
kifs  the  feet,  knees,  or  garments  of  their  fuperiors  : 
while  the  cliildren  or  kinsfolk  pay  the  lame  refpe^  to 
the  heads  of  their  parents,  and  aged  rehitions.  In 
fainting  each  other  they  lay  their  right  hand  upon 
their  brealc,  while  thofe  who  are  Uiore  intimately 
acquainted,  or  are  of  an  equal  age  and  dignity,  mu- 
tually kifs  the  hand,  head  or  Ihouider  of  each  other. 
At  the  feaft  of  their  Byram  and  other  great  iolemni- 
ties,  the  wife  compliments  her  hulband  by  kiiiing  his 
hand. 

Here  perfons  of  thehighed  chara61:er,  like  the  an- 
cient a  ptriarchs,  and  the  lieroes  of  Homer,  peri'orni 
v/hat  we  (liould  term  menial  employments.  The 
greateft  prince  of  thefe  countries  is  not  alhamed  to 
fetch  a  lamb  from  his  flock  and  kill  it,  while  the 
princefs  makes  hafte  to  prepare  her  fire  and  kettle, 
and  then  drelles  it.  The  cuitom  of  walking  either 
bare-foot  or  with  fandak  renders  the  compliment  of 
wafhing  the  ftranger's  feet  Hill  necellary.  This  is 
done  by  the  mafter  of  the  family,  who  firft  prefents 
himfelf,  and  is  always  the  moil  otficiousin  this  i\6i  of 
kindnels.  When  his  entertainment  is  prepared,  he 
would  think  it  a  Ihame  to  fit  down  with  his  guelfs; 
inftead  of  which  he  Hands  all  the  time,  and  waits 
upon  them.  Yet  notwithilanding  this  refpe6t,  thofc 
are  fometimes  overtaken  and  pillaged  in  the  morning 
by  the  very  perfons  who  have  entertained  them  with 
fuch  hofpitality  at  night. 

However,  to  the  honour  of  the  weilern  Moors, 
they  carry  on  a  trade  with  fome  barbarous  nations 
bordering  on  tlie>iver  Niger,  without  feeing  the  per- 
fons they  trade  with,  or  their  having  once  broke 
through  that  original  charter  of  commerce,  wnich 
from  time  immemorial  has  been  fettled  between 
^hem.     The  method  is  this  ;    at  a  certain  time  of 


428  SHAW'S  TRAVELS 

the  year  which,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  is  the  winter, 
they  make  this  journey  in  a  numerous  caravan,  carry- 
ing with  them  Itrings  of  coral,  glafs  beads,  bracelets 
of  horn,  knives,  fcilFars,  and  the  like.  On  their 
arriving  at  the  place  appointed,  which  is  on  a  cer- 
tain day  of  the  moon,  they  find  in  the  evening 
feveral  heaps  of  gold  duft,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from 
each  other,  againft  which,  the  Moors  place  fo  many 
of  their  trinkets  as  they  judge  will  be  taken  for  the 
value.  If  the  Nigritians  the  next  morning  approve 
of  the  bargain,  they  take  up  the  trinkets  and  leave 
the  gold,  or  elfe  make  fome  dedu6t)ons  from  the 
gold  duft,  &c.  Thus  to  their  great  honour,  they 
tranfa^l  their  exchange,  without  the  leaft  inftance 
of  perfidioufnefs  or  dilhonefty. 

The  ancient  cuftom  of  plighting  their  troth,  by 
drinking  out  of  each  other's  hand,  is  at  prefent  the 
only  ceremony  ufed  by  the  Algerines  in  their  mar- 
riages. But  the  contradt  is  to  be  firft  agreed  upon 
between  the  parents,  in  which  mention  is  made  not 
only  of  thefum  of  money  which  the  bridegroom  fet- 
tles on  the  bride,  but  of  the  feveral  changes  of  rai- 
ment, the  quantity  of  the  jewels,  and  the  number  of 
Haves  with  which  the  bride  is  to  be  att  nded,  when 
ihe  firft  waits  upon  her  hufband.  The  parties  never 
fee  each  otker  till  the  marriage  is  to  he  confum- 
mated,  when  the  relations  being  withdrawn,  the 
bridegroom  firft  unveils,  and  then  undrefTes  the 
Lride.  The  hufband  may  put  away  his  wife  when 
he  pleafes,  upon  the  forfeiture  of  the  fortune  he  has 
fettled  upon  her  ;  but  he  cannot  afterwards  take  her 
again,  till  after  fiie  is  married  and  bedded  by  another 
man. 

The  civility  and  refpe^l:  paid  by  the  politer  nations 
to  the  fair,  are  here  confidered  as  abfurd  infringe- 
ments of  the  law  of  nature,  which  alligns  the  pre- 
eminence to  man.  For  the  wives  of  this  country  are 
only  confidered  as  a  fuperior  clafs  of  fervants,  who 
are  yet  to  have  the  greateft  Ihare  of  toll  and  bufinefs. 
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while  the  lazy  hulbands  take  their  repofe  under 
fonie  neighbouring  Ihade,  and  the  young  men  and 
maidens  attend  the  flock's,  the  wives  are  either  all 
day  emplowed  at  their  looms,  grinding  at  the  mill, 
or  drefling  provifions;  and  to  conclude  the  day,  they 
ftill  take  a  pitcher,  or  a  goat's  fkin,  and  tying  their 
fucking  children  to  their  backs,  trudge  two  or  three 
miles  to  fetch  water.  Yet  in  the  midft  of  all  this 
bufinefs,  neither  thefe  country  ladies,  nor  thofe  of 
better  faihion  incities,  will  lay  afide  any  of  their  orna- 
ments, neither  their  nofe-jewels,  their  bracelets 
for  their  arms  and  legs,  or  their  ear-rings,  all  of 
which  are  very  cumberfome;  nor  will  they  omit 
tinging  their  eyes  with  lead  ore.  So  prevalent  is  cuf- 
tom,  and  fo  zealous  are  even  the  ladies  in  Barbary 
to  appear  in  the  tafhion. 

The  grcateft  part  of  the  moorifh  women  would  be 
efteemed  beauties  even  in  England.  Their  children 
have  the  fineft  complexions  of  any  nation  whatfoever; 
but  the  boys  are  fo  expofed  to  the  fun,  that  they  foon 
attain  the  fwarthinefs  of  the  Arabs;  however,  the  girls 
keeping  more  at  home,  preferve  their  beauty  till  they 
are  thirty,  when  they  are  ufually  paft  child-bearing. 
One  of  thefe  girls  is  fometimes  a  mother  at  eleven, 
and  a  grandmother  at  twenty-two,  and  their  lives 
being  ufually  as  long  as  thofe  of  the  Europeans, 
thefe  matrons  fometimes  live  to  fee  their  children  of 
many  generations. 

No  nation  in  the  world  is  fo  fuperftitious  as  the 
Arabs,  or  even  the  Mahometans  in  general.  They 
hang  the  figures  of  an  open  hand  round  the  necks  of 
their  children,  and  both  the  Turks  and  Moors  paint 
it  upon  their  (hips  and  houfes  as  a  counter-charm  to 
an  evil  eye.  The  people  who  are  gro.wn  up  always 
carry  about  with  them  fome  paragraph  of  the  Koran, 
which  they  place  upon  their  breaft,  or  few  under 
their  caps,  to  prevent  fafcination  and  witchcraft,  and 
to  fecure  themfelves  from  ficknefs  and  misfortunes. 
The  virtues  of  thefe  charms  are  fuppofcd  to  be  ^i^ 
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imiveriid,  that  they  alfo  hang  them  to  the  necks  of 
their  cattle^  their  hories  and  otljer  beafts  of  burthen. 
It  is  a  prevailing  opinion  all  over  this  country, 
that  many  difeafes  proceed  from  fome  offence  given 
to  the  Jenoune,  a  fort  of  beings  placed  by  the  Maho- 
metans between  the  angles  and  the  devils.  Theie 
are  fuppofed  to  frequent  Ihade  and  lountains^  and  to 
aifume  the  bodies  of  worms,  toads^  and  ocher  little 
animals;  which  being  always  in  their  way,  are 
every  moment  liable  to  be  molelied  and  hurt.  When 
any  one  is  therefore  maimed  or  fickly,  he  fancies  hat 
he  has  injured  one  of  theie  beings,  and  immediately 
the  women,  who  are  fKiiled  in  thefe  ceremonies,  go 
upon  a  Wednefday,  with  frankincenfe  and  otiier  per- 
fumes, to  Ibme  neighbouring  fpring,  and  there 
facrifice  a  cock  or  a  hen,  a  ram  or  an  ewe,  &c.  ac- 
cording to  the  lex  and  quality  of  the  patient,  and 
the  nature  of  the  difeafe  ;  a  male  being  facrificed  for 
the  female  fex,  and  a  femaie  for  the  men. 

The  Mahometans  have  a  great  veneration  for 
their  Marabbuts,  who  are  generally  peribns  of  a 
riged  auftere  life,  continully  employing  themfelves, 
either  in  counting  over  their  beads,  or  in  meditation 
and  prayer.  Their  chaplet  ufualJy  confiftsoi"  nine- 
ty-nine beads,  on  touching  each  of  Vvhich  they  either 
fay,  God  be  praifed,  God  is  great,  or  God  forgive 
me.  This  faintihip  goes  by  fucceliion,  and  the  fon, 
provided  he  can  behave  with  equal  gravity,  is  entitled 
to  the  fame  reverence  and  efieem  with  the  father. 
Some  of  them  pretend  to  fee  vifions,  and  converfe 
with  the  Deity,  whilft  others  are  fuppofed  to  work 
miracles.  Being  with  Seedy  Muftafa,  the  Caliph  of 
the  weftern  province,  he  told  me,  in  the  prefence  of 
a  number  of  Arabian  Sijekhs,  who  vouched  for  the 
f'd6t,  that  a  neighbouring  Marabbutt  had  a  folid  iron 
bar,  which  upon  con^mand,  would  give  tl-.e  fame 
report,  and  do  as  much  execution  as  a  piece  of  can- 
non ;  and  that  once  the  whole  Algerine  army,  on 
demanding    too    exorbitant  a    tax  lioin  the  Arabs- 
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under  his  protection,  were  put  to  flight  by  the  mira- 
cle. Yet,  iiotwithilanding  the  frequency,  as  they 
pretended,  of  the  experient,  all  the  merit  I  urged,  of 
convincing  a  Chriftian,  and  the  folicitations  of  the 
company,  the  Marabbutt  had  too  much  policy  to 
hazard  his  reputation  by  putting  it  to  the  prooi'.  At 
Seteef  I  faw  a  Marabbutt  famious  for  vomiting  fire  ; 
but  though,  I  was  at  firll  much  furprifmg  at  feeing 
his  mouth  fuddenly  in  a  blaze,  and  at  the  violent 
agonies  he  counterfeited  at  the  lame  time,  1  after- 
wards plainly  perceived  that  it  was  all  a  trick,  and 
that  the  flames  and  fnioke  with  which  he  was  fur- 
rounded,  arofe  from  fome  tow  and  fulphur  which  he 
contrived  to  fet  on  (ire  under  his  burnoofe. 

The  method  of  buvlding  both  in  Barbary  and  the 
Levant,  f^ems  to  have  contiisued  the  (Irme  without 
any  alteration,  from  the  moft  early  ages.  Their 
houfes  are  I'quare  buildings  with  flat  roofs,  furround- 
ing  a  court,  where  alone  they  are  ornamented.  In- 
deed, large  doors  ;  fpacious  chambers,  marble  pave- 
ments, cloyltered  courts,  with  fountains  fometimes 
playing  in  the  midfl,  are  well  adapted  to  the  heat 
of  the  climate. 

On  quitting  the  ftrcets,  which  are  ufually  narrow, 
with  a  range  of  fliiops  on  each  fide,  and  entering 
one  of  their  principal  houfes,  we  firil  pafs  through 
a  porch  or  gateway,  with  benches  on  each  lide^ 
where  the  mafter  of  the  family  receives  viiits,  and 
difpatches  his  bufinefs  ;  few  perfons,  not  even  the 
neareft  relations,  having  admiilion  any  farther,  ex- 
cept upon  extraorthnary  occafions.  From  hence 
you  pafi  into  the  court,  which,  lying  open  to  the 
weather,  is,  according  to  theabiiiity  of  the  owner, 
paved  with  marble,  or  fiich  coarier  materials  as  are 
proper  to  carry  off  the  water.  When  a  number  of 
people  are  to  be  admitted,  as  upon  the  celebration 
of  a  marriage,  the  circumciiion  of  a  child,  or  other 
occafions  of  the  like  nature,  they  are  feldom  re- 
ceived into  any  of  the  chambers,  butinto  this  court. 
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which  is  then  covered  with  mats  and  carpets  for 
their  more  commodious  entertainment  ;  and  to  fliel- 
ter  them  from  the  heat  of  the  weather,  a  kind  of 
veil,  as  it  may  be  called,  is  expanded  upon  ropes 
from  one  fide  of  the  parapat  wall  or  lattice  of  the  flat 
roof  to  the  other.  To  this  covering,  which  may  be 
folded  or  unfolded  at  pleafiire,  the  Pfalmift  feems  to 
allude,  in  that  beautiful  expreffion.  Thou  fpreadeft 
out  the  heavens  like  a  curtain. 

This  court  is  generally  furrounded  with  as  many 
cloyfters,  one  above  another,  as  the  houfe  is 
itories  high,  with  either  baluftrade  or  lattice-work, 
round  thofe  above,  to  prevent  any  one's  falling 
down.  From  the  cloyfter  and  gallery,  you  are  con- 
du6tcd  into  large  fpacious  chambers  of  the  fame 
length  with  the  court,  but  feldom  or  never  having 
a  communication  with  each  other ;  and  one  of  thefe 
rooms  frequently  ferves  a  whole  family,  particularly 
when  feveral  perfons  join  in  the  rent  of  a  houfe  ; 
whence  thefe  cities  are  extremely  populous  in  pro- 
portion to  their  extent. 

The  mofques  are  exactly  in  the  form  of  our 
churches,  only  inftead  of  feats  and  benches,  the 
ftoor  is  only  covered  with  mats.  A  pulpit  is  erected 
near  the  middle  of  them,  from  whence  the  mufti,  or 
one  of  the  imans,  every  Friday  explains  a  part  of 
the  Koran,  and  exhorts  the  people  to  piety  and  good 
works. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  cities  and  villages,  is 
a  large  fpot  of  ground  allotted  for  burying  the  dead. 
Each  family  has  a  particular  part  of  it  walled  in 
like  a  garden,  where  the  bones  of  their  anceftors 
have  remained  undifturbed  for  many  generations.  In 
thefe  enclofures  the  graves  are  all  diftinft  and  fepa- 
rate,  having  each  a  (lone  placed  upright  both  at 
the  head  and  feet,  while  the  intermediate  fpace  is 
either  planted  with  flowers,  boarded  round  with 
ftone,  and  paved  all  over  with  tiles.  The  graves 
of  the  principal  perfons    are  alfo  diftinguiflied   by 
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fquare  rooms  with  cupolas  built  over  therrij  which 
being  conftantiy  kept  clean,  white-wafhed  and  beau- 
tified, they  continue  to  this  day  an  excellent  com- 
ment upon  the  ex  preifion  of  our  Saviour,  where  he 
compares  the  hypocrites  to  whited  fepulchres,  which 
appear  outwardly  beautiful,  but  are  within  full  of 
dead  men's  bones  and  all  uncleannefs.* 

Having  thus  defcribed  the  buildings  of  the  cities, 
we  Ihall  take  a  view  of  the  habitations  of  the  Bedo- 
weens  and  Kabyles,  the  former  the  inhabitants  of 
the  plains,  and  the  latter  of  the  mountains.  The 
tents  of  the  Bedoweens  are  of  an  oblong  figure 
refembling  the  hull  of  a  fliip  turned  upfide  down, 
and  are  covered  with  a  coarfe  hair-cloth.  They 
differ  in  fize  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  perfons 
who  live  in  them,  and  are  accordingly  fupported, 
fome  with  one  pole  eight  or  ten  feet  high,  and 
others  with  two  or  three  of  the  fame  length,  while  a 
curtain  or  carpet  placed  upon  occafion  at  each  of 
thefedivifions,  feparatesthe  whole  into  feveral  apart- 
ments, and  thefe  poles  being  covered  with  hooks, 
the  Arabs  hang  upon  them  their  clothes,  faddles, 
bafkets,  and  accoutrements  of  war.  They  take  their 
reft,  by  lying  upon  a  mat  or  carpet  without  a  bed, 
mattrafs  or  pillow,  and  only  wrapped  up  in  their 
hykes.  When  we  find  any  number  of  thefe  tents 
together,  (and  I  have  fecn  from  three  to  three  hun- 
dred) they  are  uiually  placed  in  a  circle,  and  in  the 
night  the  cattle  areinclofed  in  the  area  in  the  middle 
to  fecure  them  from  the  wild  beafts.  The  defcriptioa 
Virgil  has  given  of  their  manner  of  living  and 
decamping  is  as  juftiy  drawn,  as  if  his  obfervations 
were  but  lately  made. 

From  the  encampments  of  the  Bedoweens  we  are 
to. proceed  to  the  villages  of  the  Kabyles,  which 
con  lift  of  a  number  of  cottages  raifed  either  with 
hurdles  daubed  over  with  mud,  with  the  materials 
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of  fome  ancient  ruins,  or  with  Tqiiare  cakes  of  clay 
baked  in  the  fun  ;  while  the  roofs  are  covered  with 
liraw  or  turf,  Tupported  by  reeds,  or  the  branches 
of  trees.  There  is  feldom  more  than  one  room  in. 
the  largeft  of  them,  which  not  only  ferves  for  a 
kitchen,  dining-room  and  bed-chamber;  but  one 
corner  of  it  is  referved  for  their  calves,  foals  and 
kids. 

In   thefe    huts  the  vi/omen  make   their  blankets 
called  hykes,    and   the   goats   hair  cloth    for   their, 
tents,  weaving  them  not    with  a   (buttle,    but  con- 
du6ting  every  thread  of  the  woof  with  their  fin- 
gers. 

We  (liall  now  proceed  to  a  defcription  of  the 
trade  and  manufa6fures  of  thefe  countries  in  general ; 
one  principal  branch  of  which  is  that  of  carpets. 
Thefe  are  made  of  coarfer  materials,  and  are  not  fo 
beautifully  defigned  as  thofe  of  Turkey  ;  but  being 
fofter  and  cheaper,  they  are  preferred  by  thefe  people 
to  lie  upon.  Both  at  Algiers  and  Tunis  are  looms 
for  velvet,  taffeties,  and  feveral  kinds  of  wrought 
filks.  Over  all  thefe  kingdoms  is  made  a  coarfe  fort 
of  linen  ;  but  that  made  at  Sufa  is  the  fineft.  The 
greateft'  part  of  thele  manura61:ures  is  confumed  at 
home  ;  but  fome  of  them  are  fo  inconfiderable,  par- 
ticularly the  fllk  and  linen,  that  the  deficiences  are 
frequently  made  up  from  Europe.  Indeed  thofe 
parts  of  Barbary  fend  very  few  of  their  commodities 
to  market. 

The  cultivated  parts  of  thefe  kingdoms  enjoy 
a  very  wholefome  air,  neither  too  hot  and  fultry  in 
fummer,  nor  too  fiiarp,  and  cold  in  winter.  For 
during  the  fpace  of  twelve  years  in  which  I  attended 
the  factory  at  Algiers,  the  thermometer  funk  only 
twice  to  the  freezing  point,  and  then  the  whole 
country  was  covered  with  fnow.  The  feafons  in- 
fenfiblyfall  into  each  other;  and  the  extraordinary 
equability  in  the  temperature  of  the  climate  appears 
from  the  barometer's  Ihewing  all  the  revolutions  of 
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tlie  weather  in  the  fpace  of  an  inch  and  a  half.  la 
this  climate  rain  is  feidoni  known  to  fall  in  the  fum- 
nier  feafon  ;  and  in  moit  parts  of  the  Sah  .ra,  parti- 
calarly  thofe  of  Jereed,  there  is  lareiy  any  rain  atalL 
When  I  was  at  Tozer  in  December  1727,  we  had  a 
fmail  drizzling  rain,  that  lafted  two  hours,  on  which 
feverai  of  the  houfes,  which,  as  iifua!,  were  only 
built  of  paim  branches,  and  tiles  baked  in  the  fun, 
fell  down  by  imbibing  the  moiilure,  and  had  the 
drops  been  either  larger,  or  the  Ihower  of  a  longer 
continuance,  the  whole  city  would  doutlefs  have  dif- 
folved  and  dropt  to  pieces. 

In  the  other  parts,  the  fliil  rains  fall  in  September 
and  Odiober,  after  which  the  Arabs  break  up  the 
ground,  and  begin  to  fow  wheat,  and  plant  beans. 
Sec.  If  the  latter  rains  fall  in  the  middle  of  Aprilj, 
as  they  ufually  do,  the  crop  is  reckoned  lecure  ;  the 
harveft  following  in  the  latter  end  of  May,  or  the 
beginning  of  June„ 

The  country  produces  feverai  kinds  of  grain  be- 
fides  all  thofe  of  Europe,  except  oats,  particularly 
rice  and  a  white  fort  of  millet,  with  fome  Ibrts  of 
pulfe  unknown  in  England.  The  Moors  and  Arabs 
flill  continue  to  follow  the  primitive  cuftom  of  the 
Eaft  in  treading  out  their  corn,  which  is  a  quicker 
but  lefs  cleanly  methed  than  ours  :  for  this  being 
done  upon  a  level  piece  of  ground,  only  daubed 
over  with  cow  dung,  a  great  deal  of  earth  and  gravel 
mufl  unavoidably  be  gathered  up  with  the  grain  : 
befides  all  the  llraw  is  broke  to  pieces.  After  the 
grain  is  trod.len  out,  it  is  only  winnowed,  by  throw- 
ing it  into  the  wind  with  (hovels  ;  it,  is  then  lodged 
in  fubterraneous  magazines,  two  or  three  hundred  of 
which  I  have  fometimes  feen  together,  and  the 
fmalleft  of  them  would  contain  four  hundred  bufliels. 

Provifions  of  all  kind,  are  fold  extremely  cheap. 
You  may  have  a  large  piece  of  bread,  a  bundle  of 
turnips,  or  a  hnall  bafket  of  fruit,  tor  the  696th  part 
of    a  dollar,  of  3s.  6d.  of  our  money.     Fowls  are 
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frequently  bought  for  three  half-pence  a  piece  ;  a 
flieepfor  3s.  6d.  and  a  cow  and  a  calf  for  a  guinea. 
It  is  happy  for  thefe  people,  that  one  year  with 
another  they  can  have  a  bufliel  of  the  bell  wheat  for 
fifteen  or  eighteen  pence;  tor  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  countries,  as  well  as  the  eaftern  nations  in 
general,  are  great  eaters  of  bread  ;  three  perfons  in 
four  living  entrely  upon  it,  or  upon  fuch  compolitions 
as  are  made  of  wheat  and  barley  flour. 

In  cities  and  villages,  the  bread  is  ufually  leavened 
and  baked  in  public  ovens;  but  among  the  Bedo- 
weens,  the  dough  is  no  fooner  kneaded  than  it  is 
made  into  thin  cakes,  which  are  either  immediately 
baked  upon  the  coals,  or  frycd  in  a  pan  with  but- 
ter. 

All  the  fruits  of  Europe,  befides  thofe  feund  in 
Egypt,  are  produced  here,  except  the  hazel-nut, 
the  filbert,  the  goofeberry  and  currant  tree.  But 
their  gardens  are  laid  out  without  method  cr  defign, 
and  are  a  confufed  medley  of  trees,  vv^ith  beds  of  cab- 
bages, turnips,  beans,  and  fometimes  of  wheat  and 
barley  difperfed  among  them.  Fine  walks  and  par- 
terres they  would  conlidcr  as  thelofsof  lb  much  foil ; 
and  the  lludy  of  new  improvements  they  would  re- 
gard as  fo  many  deviations  from  the  pra61ife  of  their 
anceftors,  which  they  follow  with  the  greateft  rever- 
ence. 

Lead  and  iron  are  the  only  metals  difcovered  In 
thefe  countries.  The  latter  is  white  and  good,  though 
in  no  great  quantity  ;  it  being  dug  and  forged 
by  the  Kabyles  in  the  mountainous  diftri6f  of 
Boujeiah;  and  brought  in  Ihort  bars  to  the  market  of 
Algiers.  It  will  not  be  improper  to  relate  here  the 
llory  the  people  teil  of  the  yjlough-iliares  of  Mahomet 
Bey  of  Tunis.  This  perfon  had  the  misfortune  to 
be  dethroned  by  his  fubje6is  ;  but  having  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  acquainted  with  the  philofopher's  ftone, 
Ibrahim  Hojiah,  dey  of  Algiers,  engaged  to  reftore 
him  to  his  former  dignity,  upon  promife  of  being  let 
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into  the  fecret.  The  affair  was  accordingly  agreed 
upon,  and  Mahomet  was  reftored  ;  when,  to  fulfil 
his  promife,  he  fent  the  dey  of  Algiers  with  great, 
pomp  and  ceremony  a  number  of  mattocks  and 
plough -fliares;  thus  emblematically  inftrudfing  him, 
tliat  the  wealth  of  his  kingdom  was  to  arife  from  a 
diligent  attendance  upon  agriculture  and  hufbandry; 
and  that  the  only  philofopher's  ftone  he  could  acquaint 
him  with  was  the  art  of  converting  a  good  crop  into 
gold. 

The  beafts  of  burthen  in  this  country  are  camels, 
a  few  dromedaries  ;  horfes,  which  of  late  years  have 
much  degenerated  in  this  country  ;  affes,  mules,  and 
a  creature  called  the  kumrah,  a  little  ferviceabie 
beaft  of  burthen  begot  between  an  afs  and  a  cow. 
That  whicli  I  faw  was  lingle  hoofed  like  the  afs,  but 
different  from  it  in  every  other  refpe6t,  having  a 
lleeker  fkin,  and  the  tail  and  head,  though  without 
horns,  referabling  the  dam's. 

The  black  cattle  are  fmall,  (lender,  and  afford  but 
little  milk.  Abdy  Baffa  the  late  dey  of  Algiers,  and 
all  his  minifters,  were  greatly  furprifed,  when  admi- 
ral Cavendilh  a  few  years  ago  told  him,  that  he  had 
a  Hampftiire  cow  aboard  the  Canterbury,  then  in  the 
road  of  Algiers,  that  gave  a  gallon  of  milk  a  day, 
which  is  as  much  as  half  a  dozen  of  the  beft  Barbary 
cows  could  yield  in  the  fame  time  ;  belides  the  Barbary 
cattle  always  lofe  their  calves  and  their  milk  together. 

The  (heep  and  goats  alfo  help  to  fupply  the  dairies, 
the  cheefe  being  chiefly  made  of  their  milk.  Inftead 
of  rennet,  they  in  fummer  make  ufe  of  the  flowers 
of  the  great-headed  thiftle,  or  wild  artichoak,  to  turn 
the  milk  ;  putting  the  curds  thus  made  into  fmall 
bafliets  of  rufhes  or  palmetta,  and  afterwards  binding 
and  preffing  them.  Their  cheefes  are  ufually  of  the 
Ihape  and  fize  of  a  penny  loaf.  Their  butter  is 
neither  of  fuch  fubftance,  or  of  To  rich  a  tafle  as  ours ; 
their  only  method  of  making  it  is  by  putting  their 
cream  into  a  goat  fkin,  which  being  fufpended  from 
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one  fide  of  the  tent  to  the  other,  and  prefled  to  and 
fro  in  one  uniform  dii*e(?i:ion.  Toon  occalions  the  repara- 
tion of  the  butter  from  the  whey. 

The  fheep  here  are  of  two  forts;  one  of  them  com- 
mon all  over  the  Levant,  as  well  as  in  the  kiDg- 
doiu  of  Tunis,  is  diftinguiPned  by  its  having  a  large 
broad  tail,  which  confiits  of  hard  folid  fat^  notinie- 
rior  to  marrow;  but  the  flefh  of  this  iheep  generally 
taftes  of  the  wool,  and  has  not  the  tender  fibres  of 
fmaller  tailed  fheep.  Thofe  of  the  other  fpecies  are 
nearly  as  tall  as  our  fallow  deer,  and,  exceptmg 
the  head,  are  not  much  differenc  in  Ihape;  but  their 
fielh  is  dry,  and  their  fleeces  as  courle  and  hairy  as 
the  goats. 

Several  of  the  Arabian  tribes,  that  can  bring  into 
the  fields  only  three  or  four  hundred  horfes,  have 
more  than  as  many  thoufand  camels,  and  triple  again 
that  number  of  black  cattle  and  llieep.  The  Arabs 
feldom  kill  any  of  their  flocks  ;  for  they  live  chiefly 
upon  the  milk  and  butter,  or  upon  what  they  get  in 
exchange  for  the  wool.  The  number  of  cattle  like- 
wife  brought  to  the  neigbouring  towns  and  villages 
is  alfo  very  coiiliderable,  when  compared  with  the 
yearly  breed;  h  that  the  flock  of  cattle  is  continual- 
ly increafing. 

'  Of  the  cattle  not  naturally  tame,  are  a  kind  of  wild 
cows,  which  are  remarkable  for  having  a  rounder 
turn  of  body,  a  flatter  face,  with  horns  bending 
more  towards  each  other  than  the  tame  kind  Thele 
are  nearly  of  the  lize  and  colour  of  the  red  deer.  The 
young  calves  of  this  fpecies  quickly  grow  tame,  and 
herd  with  other  cattle.  The  Lerwee,  the  moft  timorous 
fpecies  of  the  goat  kind,  is  fo  fearful,  that  when  per- 
fued,  it  will  precipitate  itfelf  down  rocks  and  preci- 
pices. It  is  of  the  lize  of  an  heifer  ;  but  the  body  is 
more  rounded,  with  a  tuft  of  fliagged  hair  on  the 
knees,  and  neck  ;  it  is  of  the  colour  of  the  red  deer, 
but  the  horns,  which  are  above  a  foot  long,  are 
wrinkled  and   turned   back  like  tiie  goats.     There 
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are  alfo   feveral  fpecies  of   the  antelope,  and   deer 
kind. 

Among  the  ravenous  beads  are  the  lion  and  the 
panther  ;  but  the  tyger  is  not  a  native  of  this  part  of 
Barbary.  Some  authors  in  their  defcriptions  of  this 
country  pretend  that  the  women  may  be  familiar  with 
the  lion  ;  and  that  upon  taking  a  fiick  and  calling 
him  tahanne  or  cuckold,  and  fuch  like  names,  he 
will  immediately  fly  from  the  flocks  they  are  attend- 
ing ;  this  may  poffibly  happen  when  the  lion  is  fa- 
tiated  with  food  ;  for  the  Arabs  lay,  they  lofe  their 
fiercenefs,  fo  that  a  woman  may  then  feize  their  prey, 
and  refcue  it  out  of  their  jaws.  Thefe  inftances  are 
however  rare,  it  oftener  happening  that  they  devour 
women  as  well  as  men,  for  want  of  other  food.  Fire 
is  what  they  are  moft  afraid  of,  and  yet  notwith- 
ftanding  all  the  precautions  of  the  Arabs  in  this  re- 
fpe6l,  together  with  the  barking  of  their  dogs  all  the 
night  long,  thefe  ravenous  beafts  frequently  out- 
braving thefe  terrors,  will  leap  into  the  midfi:  of  the 
circle  inclofed  by  the  tents,  and  bring  out  alive  with 
them  a  fheepor  a  goat.  If  thefe  ravages  are  repeated, 
the  Arab,  obferving  where  they  enter,  dig  a  pit,  and 
covering  it  over  fiightly  with  reeds,  or  fmall  branches 
of  trees,  frequently  catch  them,  and  feed  on  their 
flefli,  which  is  much  efteemed,  it  having  the  talle  of 
veal. 

After  the  lion  and  panther  the  dubbah  is  the  fierceft 
of  the  wild  beafts  of  Barbary.  It  is  of  the  fize  of  a 
wolf,  but  has  a  flatter  body  ;  it  naturally  limps  upon 
its  hinder  right  leg,  yet  it  is  tolerably  fwift.  Its  neck 
is  fo  ftiff  that  in  looking  behind,  or  fnatching  ob- 
liquely at  any  objec'T^,  it  is  obliged  to  move  its  whole 
body.  It  is  of  a  reddifli  buff,  or  dun  colour,  with 
fome  tranfvcrfe  ilrcaks  ot  adark  brown,  it  has  a  mane 
nerJr  a  fpan  long,  and  the  feet,  which  are  well  armed 
with  claws,  ferve  to  dig  up  the  roots  of  pUnts,  and 
fometimes  the  graves  of  the  dead. 


SHAW'S  TRAVELS 

The  Faadh  is  fpotted  like  the  leopard  ;  but  the 
Ikin  iscoarier  and  of  a  deeper  colour,  and  the  animal 
is  not  of  fo  fierce  a  nature.  The  Arabs  imagine  it 
begot  by  a  lion  and  a  ieopardefs.  There  are  alfo  two 
other  animals  marked  like  tlie  leopard,  but  their 
fpots  are  generally  of  a  darker  colour,  and  the  fur 
fomewhat  longer  and  fofter:  one  of  the  cat  kind,  is 
about  a  third  lefs  than  a  full-grown  leopard,  that 
may  be  taken  for  a  fpecies  ol  the  lynx ;  the  other  has 
a  Imall  pointed  head,  with  the  teeth,  feet,  and  forae 
other  parts,  rcfembling  thofe  of  the  weefel ;  the  body 
which  is  only  about  a  foot  long,  is  round  and  (lender, 
•with  a  regular  fuccellion  of  black  and  white  ringlets 
upon  the  tail. 

The  jackall,  and  an  animal  called  the  black-ear'd 
cat,  and  both  fuppofed  to  find  out  prey  for  the  lion, 
and  are  therefore  each  called  the  lion's  provider  ; 
though  it  may  be  much  doubted,  whether  there  be 
any  fuch  friendly  intercourfe  between  two  fuch  dif- 
ferent animals.  In  the  night-time,  indeed,  thefe, 
with  other  kinds,  are  prowling  in  fearch  of  prey,  and 
in  the  morning  they  have  often  been  feen  gnawing 
fuch  carcalTes  as  the  lion  is  fuppofed  to  have  fed  upon 
the  night  before.  This,  and  the  promifcuous  noife  I 
nave  frequently  heard  the  jackall  at  leaft  make  with 
the  lion,  are  the  only  circumftances  I  am  acquainted 
with  in  favour  of  this  opinion.  The  lion  is  fuppofed 
to  feed  chiefly  on  the  wild  boar;  but  that  animal 
fometimes  defends  itfelf  with  fuch  courage,  that 
the  carcalfes  of  both  have  been  found  lying  dead 
together,  covered  with  blood,  and  dreadfully  man- 
gled. 

Befidesthefe,  and  fome  other  creatures  not  common 
in  other  places  ;  there  are  in  Barbary  bears,  apes, 
hares,  rabbits,  ferrets,  weefels,  moles,  porcupines, 
and  foxes  ;  cameieons,  and  feveral  kinds  of  lizards. 

Of  the  ferpent  kind,  the  nioft  remarkable  is  the 
thaibannc,  fome  of  wiiich  I  have  been  informed  are 
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three  or  four  yards  long,  and  1  have  feen  fome  purfes 
made  of  their  (kins,  which  were  four  inches  or  more 
in  diameter.  The  zurreike,  which,  as  well  as  the 
former,  is  a  ferpent  of  the  Sahara,  is  about  fifteen 
inches  long  ;  it  is  (lender,  and  remarkable  for  dart- 
ing itfelf  along  with  great  fwiftnefs  ;  but  the  moft 
malignant  of  this  tribe  is  the  leffah,  which  appears 
to  be  tlie  burning  dipfasof  the  ancients,  and  is  feldoni 
above  a  foot  long. 

Among  the  birds  are  eagles  and  feveral  kinds  of 
hawks  J  the  crow  of  the  defert,  and  the  fhagarag, 
which  is  of  the  fize  and  (hape  of  the  jay,  though  it 
has  a  fmaller  bill  and  (liorter  legs ;  the  body  is 
browniih  :  the  head,  neck  and  belly,  are  of  a  light 
green,  and  on  the  vv'ings  and  tail  are  rings  of  a  deep 
blue.  The  houbara  is  as  large  as  a  capon,  and  is  of 
a  light  dun  colour,  marked  all  over  with  little  ftreaks 
of  brown.  The  wings  are  black,  with  a  white  fpot 
in  the  middle,  and  the  feathers  of  the  neck  are  re- 
markable for  their  length,  and  for  being  erected 
when  it  is  attacked  or  provoked  ;  the  bill  is  fiat  like 
the  ftarling's,  and  near  an  inch  and  a  half  long. 
The  rhaad  is  of  two  fpecies  ;  the  fmaller  is  of  the 
fize  of  an  ordinary  pullet ;  but  the  larger  is  almoft  as 
big  as  a  capon,  andaifo  differs  from  the  lelfer,  in 
having  a  black  head,  with  a  tuft  of  dark  blue  fea- 
thers immediately  below  it.  The  belly  of  them  both 
are  white  ;  the  back  and  the  wings  are  of  a  bufi'  co- 
lour, fpotted  with  brown  ;  but  the  tail  is  lighter, 
and  marked  all  along  with  black  tranfverfe  ftreaks. 
The  kitawiah  frequents  the  moft  barren,  as  the  rhaad 
does  the  moft  fertile  parts  of  thefe  countries.  It  rc- 
fembles  a  dove  in  its  fize  and  Ihape,  and  has  fliort 
leathered  feet  ;  but  the  body  is  of  a  livid  colour, 
fpotted  with  black  ;  the  belly  is  blackifli,  and  upon 
the  throat  is  the  figure  of  a  hall--moon  of  a  beap.tiful 
yellow  ;  the  tip  of  each  feather  in  the  tail  has  a  white 
ipot  upon  it,  and  the  middle  one  is  long  and  pointed. 
The  fiefh,  both  of  this  bird  and  the  rhaad,  is  of  an 
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agreeable  tafte,  and  eafy  of  digeftion.  There  are 
here  alfo  partridges,  quails,  woodcocks,  and  feveral 
other  wildfowls. 

Among  the  fmaller  birds  is  the  green  thrufli,  which 
Is  not  inferior  to  the  American  birds  in  the  richnefs 
of  its  plumage.  The  head,  neck,  and  back,  are  of 
a  light  green  :  the  breaft  white  and  fpotted  j  the 
y/ings  of  a  lark  colour  ;  the  rump  of  a  beautiful  yel- 
low, and  the  extremity  of  the  tail  and  wings  are  tip- 
ped with  the  fame  colour.  The  bird  appears  only  in 
the  fummer  months. 

Among  the  fmall  thick-billed  birds,  is  the  Gapfa 
fparrow,  which  is  of  the  iize  of  the  common  houfe- 
fparrow ;  it  is  of  a  lark  colour ;  but  the  breaft  is 
fornewhat  lighter,  and  fhines  like  that  of  a  pigeon. 
This  bird  is  remarkable  for  the  fweetnefs  of  its  note 
which  infinitely  exceeds  that  of  the  Canary-bird,  or 
nightingale  :  But  it  is  of  fo  delicate  a  nature,  as  im- 
mediately to  languifli  and  pine  away  on  its  being  re- 
moved into  a  different  climate.  Here  are  alfo  ieveral 
kinds  of  water-fowl,  belides  thofe  common  in  Eng- 
land. 

The  infects  are  very  numerous  ;  among  thefe  there 
is  a  curious  fpecies  of  the  butterfly,  which  is  near 
four  inches  from  the  tip  of  one  wing  to  that  of  the 
other,  and  all  over  beautifully  ftreaked  with  murrey 
and  yellow,  except  the  edges  of  the  lower  wings, 
which  being  indented,  and  ending  in  a  narrow  ftrip 
or  lappet  of  an  inch  long,  are  elegantly  bordered 
with  yellow,  and  near  the  tail  is  a  fpot  of  carnation. 
There  are  here  adderbolts  three  inches  and  a  half  iis 
length,  and  locufts  that  are  three  inches  long. 
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JL  H  E  climate  of  Norway  is  much  more 
various  than  in  moft  other  European  countries,  it 
extending  300  Norway  miles*  from  Cape  Lindefnaes 
in  the  fouth,  to  the  north  Cape  on  the  borders  of 
Ruffia.  In  the  fummer  nights  the  horizon,  when 
unclouded,  is  fo  clear  and  luminous,  that  at  mid- 
night one  may  read,  write,  and  do  all  kinds  of  work 
as  in  the  day,  and  in  the  extremity  of  this  country 
towards  the  illandsof  Finmark,  the  fun  is  continually 
in  view  in  the  midft  of  fummer,  and  is  obferved  to 

*  The  common  miles  of  Norway  are  computed  to  be  about  one 
fourth  larger  than  a  German  mile,  or  nearly  equal  to  five  or  fix 
Enelifh  miks. 
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circulate  day  and  night  round  the  north  pole,  con- 
tra6ting  its  orbit,  and  then  gradually  enlarging  it, 
till  at  length  it  leaves  the  horizon.  On  the  other 
hand,  in  the  depth  of  winter  the  fun  is  invifible  for 
Ibme  weeks;  all  the  light  perceived  at  noon  being  a 
faint  glimmering  of  about  an  hour  and  a  half's 
continuance;  which,  as  the  fun  never  appears  above 
the  horizon,  chiefly  proceeds  from  the  refledion  of 
the  rays  on  the  higheft  mountains,  whole  fummits 
are  ken  more  clearly  than  any  other  objeds ;  but 
the  wife  and  bountiful  Creator  has  granted  the  in- 
habitants all  pofiible  alliriance;  for  befides  the 
moon-fhine,  which  by  reflexion  from  the  moun- 
tains is  exceeding  bright  in  the  valleys,  the  people 
receive  confiderable  relief  from  the  Aurora  Borealis, 
or  northern  lights,  which  afford  them  all  the  light 
necelfaryto  their  ordinary  labours. 

On  the  eaft  fide  of  Norway,  the  cold  of  winter 
generally  fets  in  about  the  middle  of  06fober,  and 
lafls  till  the  middle  of  April.  The  waters  are  con- 
gealed to  a  thick  ice,  and  the  mountains  and  valleys 
covered  with  fnow.  However,  this  is  of  fuch  im- 
portance to  the  welfare  of  the  country,  that  in  a 
mild  winter,  the  peafants  who  live  among  the  moun- 
tains, are  confiderable  fufferers ;  for  without  this 
levere  froft  and  fnow,  they  can  neither  convey  the 
timber  they  have  felled  to  the  rivers,  nor  carry  their 
corn,  butter,  furs,  and  other  commodities,  in  their 
fledges,  to  the  market  towns,  and  after  the  fale  of 
them  carry  back  the  neceffaries  they  are  there  fup- 
plied  with.  For  the  largeft  rivers,  vvith  their  roaring 
cataracts,  are  arretted  in  their  courle  by  the  frofl, 
and  the  very  fpittle  is  no  fooi>er  out  of  the  mouthy 
than  it  is  congealed,  and  rolls  along  the  ground  like 
hail.  But  the  wife  Creator  has  given  the  inhabitants 
of  thiscold  climate  a  greater  Viiriety  of  prefervatives 
againft  the  weather,  than  moft  countries  afford. 
Extenfive  forefts  fupply  them  with  plenty  of  timber 
for  building,  and  for  fuel :  the  wool  of  the  fheep. 
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and  the  furs  and  flvins  of  wild  beads,  furnifli  them 
with  warm  lining  for  their  clothes,  and  covering  for 
their  beds:  innumerable  flights  of  wild  fowl  fupply 
them  with  down  and  feathers:  the  mountains  them- 
felves  ferve  them  for  fences  againft  the  north  and 
eafc  winds,  and  their  caverns  affords  them  Ihelter. 

But  while  the  winter  rages  thus  in  the  eaft  of  Nor- 
way, the  lakes  and  bays  on  the  welt  lide  are  kept 
open  by  the  warm  exhalations  of  the  ocean,  though 
lying  in  a  diredl  line  with  thefe  frozen  eaftern  parts  ; 
and  the  frofts  are  feidom  known  to  lall  above  a  fort- 
night or  three  weeks.  Even  in  the  centre  of  Ger- 
many which  is  two  hundred  leagues  nearer  the  line, 
the  winters  are  generally  more  fevere,  and  the  frofts 
Iharper  than  in  the  diocefe  of  Bergen,  for  here  the 
inhabitants  often  wonder  to  read  in  the  public  papers 
of  froll  and  fnow  in  Poland  and  Germany,  when 
they  feel  no  fuch  weather.  The  harbours  of  Am- 
fterdam,  Hamburgh,  Copenhagen,  and  Lubeck  are 
frozen  ten  times  oftener  than  ours;  for  with  us 
this  feidom  happens  above  two  or  three  times  in  a 
whole  century.  Thus  our  winter  at  Bergen  is  fo 
moderate  that  the  feasare  always  open  to  the  fifher- 
inen  and  mariners,  and  here  the  north  fea  continues 
navigable  during  the  whole  winter  as  far  as  the  8oth 
or  82d  degree. 

In  the  fummer  months  the  weather  is  not  only 
warm  but  very  hot.  Thefe  violent  heats,  which 
are,  however,  of  (hort  deration,  may  be  partly  de- 
rived from  the  valleys  inclofed  within  high  moun- 
tains,.where  the  reverberation  of  the  rays  of  the  fun 
on  all  fides  heat  the  air  ;  and  as  there  is  almoft  no 
night,  neither  the  atmofphere  nor  the  mountains 
have  time  to  cool.  Indeed  there  cannot  be  a  more 
decifive  proof  of  the  fummer's  heat  in  Norway, 
than  that  feveral  vegetables,  (and  particularly  bar- 
ley) grow  up  and  ripen  within  fjx  weeks  or  two 
months. 
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The  air  is  pure  and  falubrious,  efpecially  in  the 
middle  of  the  country  about  the  mountains,  where 
the  inhabitants  know  little  of  ficknefs.  Phylicians 
are  only  to  be  found  in  the  chief  towns,  where  they 
are  eftablilhed  and  have  a  falary  paid  by  the  public  ; 
but  have  generally  very  little  employment.  How- 
ever, Bergen  and  ail  the  eaftern  coaft,  is  fo  fubjecl 
to  frequent  rains,  that  the  women,  when  they  go 
abroad,  in  all  weathers  wear  a  woollen  or  lilken  black 
veil  over  their  heads,  while  the  men  fecure  them- 
felves  by  w^earing  rain-hats,  made  like  umbrellas. 

Norway  contains  a  vafi  number  of  mountains, 
fome  of  which  extend  themfelves  in  a  long  chain 
from  north  tofouth,  while  others  are  fcattered  about 
and  furrounded  by  a  level  countiy.  The  chain 
already  mentioned  is  fald  to  equal  at  leaft  the  Alps 
in  height  ;  and  abounds  with  frightful  caverns  of  an 
amazing  extent.  Hearing  at  the  parfonasre  of  Oerf- 
koug,  that  from  the  fide  of  a  neighbouring  moun- 
tain called  Limer  iiFued  a  ftream,  over  which  was  a 
cavern  ;  Irefolved  to  take  a  view  of  it,  and  furnifli- 
ed  niyfelf  with  a  tinder  box,  candles,  a  lanthorn, 
and  a  long  line  to  ferve  me  as  a  clue  to  fsnd  the  way 
out.  Theafcent  to  it  being  extremely  fteep,  we  were 
obliged  to  climb  with  our  hands  as  well  as  feet, 
and  fometimes  were  hard  put  to  it  to  clear  our  way 
through  the  bufhes.  After  getting  through  the 
thicket  which  aimoft  hides  the  mouth  of  the  cavern, 
I  beheld  a  vaulted  paffiige  of  pure  marble  without 
the  leaft  flaw,  but  with  leverai  angles  and  protube- 
rances fo  bright  as  to  refemble  a  pafte  moulded  into 
fmooth  globular  forms.  The  pafTage  continues  about 
a  hundred  paces  in  a  ftraight  dire61ion  ;  then  winds 
off  to  the  right  with  afcents  anddefcents  ;  in  fome 
places  growing  narrower,  and  in  others  widening  to 
double  its  former  breadth,  which  was  about  four  or 
five  ells :  thus  two  perfons  might  go  abreaft,  only 
we  were  now  and   then  obliged   to  Hoop  and  eveii 
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creep,  when  we  felt  a  damp  vapour  like  that  of  a 
vault  for  the  dead,  which  prevented  my  going  fo  far 
as  I  intended.  Another  thing  remarkable  was  the 
terrible  roaring  of  the  waters  under  us,  the  courle 
of  which  was  what  nioft  excited  my  wonder,  as  over 
it  lies  a  pavement  of  fmooth  ftone,  inclining  a  little 
on  each  lide,  but  flait  in  the  middle,  and  not  above 
three  fingers  thick,  with  fome  crevices  through  which 
the  water  may  be  feen. 

The  inhabitants  of  a  mountainous  country  may 
be  faid  to  labour  under  more  inconveniencies  thara 
others.  Thus  the  arable  ground  is  here  but  little  in 
comparifon  with  the  waftes  anddeferts,  which  obliges 
the  inhabitants  to  procure  half  their  fubfiftence  from 
the  fea :  the  villages  are  fmall,  and  the  houfes  Matter- 
ed among  the  valleys  :  but  in  fome  places  the  pea- 
fants  houfes  fiand  fo  high,  and  on  the  edge  of  fteep 
precipices,  that  ladders  are  fixed  to  climb  up  to  them, 
fo  that  when  a  clergyman  is  fent  for,  who  is  un- 
pra61-ifed  in  the  road,  he  rifics  his  life  in  afcending 
them,  cfpecially  in  winter,  when  the  ways  are  ilip- 
pery.  In  fuch  places  the  bodies  of  the  dead  muft  be 
letdown  with  ropes,  or  be  brought  on  men's  backs 
before  they  are  laid  in  a  coffin,  and,  at  fome  diftance 
from  Bergen,  the  mail  muft  likewife  in  winter  be 
drawn  over  the  fteepeft  mountains. 

One  of  the  principal  inconveniences,  efpecially  to 
travellers,  arifes  from  the  roads  ;  for  they  cannot 
without  terror  pafs  feveral  places,  even  in  the  king's 
road,  which  extends  over  the  fides  of  fteep  ar»d 
craggy  mountains  :  on  ways  that  are  either  ihored 
up,  or  fufpended  by  iron  bolts  fixed  in  the  moun- 
tains, and  though  not  above  the  breadth  of  a  foot 
path,  have  no  rails  on  t\\e  fide.  If  two  travellers 
were  to  meet  there  in  the  night,  and  not  to  fee 
each  other  foon  enough  to  ftop  where  the  road  v/ili 
fuifer  them  to  pafs,  it  appears  to  me,  as  it  does  to 
others  whom  I  have  afked,  that  they  muft  ftop  fhort, 
without  being  able  to  paf^  by  each  other,  or  to  find 
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a  turning  for  their  horfes,  or  even  to  alight.  The 
only  refoLircel  can  imagine  in  this  difficulty  is,  that 
one  mufl  endeavour  to  cling  to  fome  cliiF  of  this 
fteep  mountain,  or  if  help  be  at  hand,  be  drawn  up 
by  a  rope,  and  then  throw  his  horfe  headlong  down 
a  tremendous  precipice  in  order  to  make  room  lor 
the  other  traveller  to  pals. 

Another  evil  i-efulting  from  the  mountains,  is  the 
fbelter  they  afford  in  their  caverns  and  clefts  to  the 
wild  beads,  which  render  it  difficult  to  extirpate 
them.  It  is  not  eafy  to  defcribe  the  havock  made 
by  the  lynxes,  foxes,  bears,  and  efpecially  wolves, 
among  the  cattle,  goats,  hares,  and  other  ufeful 
animals. 

Another  evil  is  that  the  cows,  fheep,  and  goats 
belonging  to  the  peafants  often  fall  down  the  preci- 
pices and  are  deftroyed.  Sometimes  they  make  a 
falfe  Hep  into  a  proje61ion  called  a  mountain  ham-, 
mer,  where  they  can  neither  afcend  nor  defcend  : 
on  this  occaiion  a  peafant  cheerfully  ventures  his 
life  for  a  (lieepor  a  goat  ;  and  defcending  from  the 
top  of  a  mountain  by  a  rope  of  fome  hundred 
fathoms  in  length,  he  Ilings  his  body  on  a  crofs  ftick 
till  he  can  fet  his  foot  on  the  place  where  his  goat  is  ; 
when  he  faftens  it  to  the  rope  to  bedrav/n  up  along 
with  himfelf.  But  the  moft  amazing  circumftance 
is,  he  runs  thi-s  riik  with  the  help  of  only  a  fingle 
perfon,  who  holds  the  end  of  the  rope,  or  faftens  it 
to  a  ftone,  if  there  be  one  at  hand.  There  are 
infiaocesof  the  aHlftant  himfelf  having  been  dragged 
down,  and  facrificing  his  life  from  fidelity  to  his 
friend,  on  which  both  have  periflied.  On  thefe 
melancholy  accidents,  when  manor  beaft  falls  fome 
hundred  fathoms  down  the  precipices,  itisobferved 
that  the  air  preiles  with  fuch  force  againft  their 
bodies  thus  falling,  that  they  are  not  only  deprived 
of  life  long  before  they  reach  the  ground,  but  their 
bellies  buril,  and  their  entrails  gulh  otit ;  which 
is  plainly  the  cafe  when  they  fall  into  deep  water. 
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.   On  the  other  hand,  a  great  chain  of  thefe  moun- 
tains ferve  as  a  barrier  between  Norway  and  Sweden; 
and  are  excellent  natural  fortrefFes  for  the  defence  of 
thofe  dates.     Refides,    thefe  mountains  exhibit  the 
mod  delightful  profpe6ls  ;  nature  has  here  been  moft 
profufely  favourable  in  adding  greater  beauties  to  the 
fUuation  of  cottages  and  farm  houfes,  than  can  be 
enjoyed  by  royal  palaces  in  other  countries;,  though 
affilted  with  all  the  varieties  of  groves,  terraces,  canals, 
and  cafcades      A  predecelTor  of  mine  is  laid  to  have 
given  the  name  of  the  northern  Italy  to  the  difl:ri6t 
of  Waas,   which  lies  feme  leagues  to  the  eaftward  of 
Bergen  ;  and  certainly  there  cannot   be  a  more  in- 
chanting  profpe6l,     AH   the  buildings  in  it  are  the 
church,  the  parfonage,  and  a  few  farm-houfes   fcat- 
tered  on   different  eminences.     The   beauty  of  the 
place  is  much  heightened  by  two  uniform  mountains 
gradually  rifing  to  a  vaft  height,  betwixt  which  runs 
a  valley  near  half  a  league  in  breadth,  and  a  river 
which  fometimes  pecipitates  itfelf  down  the  rocks  in 
foaming  cataracts,  and   at  others  fp reads  itfelf  into 
fmall   lakes.     On  both  fides  it  is  bordered  with  the 
fineft  meadows  intermingled  with  little  thickets,  and 
by   the  eafy  declivities   of  the   mountains  covered 
with  fruitful   fields  and  farm-houfes  landing  above 
each  other  in  a  fucceffion  of  natural  terraces.     Be- 
tween  thefe  a  itately  forelt   prefents  itfelf  in   view, 
and    beyond    that,  fummits   of  mountains   covered 
with   perpetual  fnow,  and   ftiil  beyond  thefe  ten  or 
twelve  ftreams  ilTuing  from  the  fnow  mountain,  from 
an  agreeeble  contrafl:  in  their   meanders  along  the 
blooming  fides  of  the  hill,  till  they  lofe  themfelves 
in  the  river  beneath. 

From  the  many  fprings  flowing  from  the  moun- 
tains, and  the  vali  mafles  of  fnow  accumulated  on 
then'  fummits, 'whence  in  fummer  they  gently  dilfolve, 
are  formed  many  confiderable  rivers,  the  L'.rgeft  of 
which  is  the  Glamen  or  Glommen.  But  none  of  them 
VOL.  VI.  3  L 
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are  navigable  far  up  the  country,  the  paflage  being 
every  where  interrupted  by  rocks  and  cataradts.  The 
bridges  over  them  are  no  where,  that  I  remember, 
wailed  ;  but  merely  formed  of  timber  cafes  filled 
with  Hones,  which  ferve  for  the  piers,  on  which  the 
timbers  are  laid.  The  largeft  bridge  of  this  kind  is 
a  thoufand  paces  in  length,  and  has  forty- three  ftone 
caies.  In  many  places,  v,/here  the  narrownefs  and 
I'apidity  of  the  current  will  not  admit  of  finking 
ilone  cales,  thick  mafts  are  laid  on  each  fide  on  the 
iliore,  with  the  thickeft  end  faftened  to  the  rocks ^ 
6he  nfiat  being  thus  laid  in  the  water,  anather  is 
placed  upon  it,  reaching  a  fathom  beyond  it,  and 
then  a  third  or  fourth,  in  the  like  manner,  to  the 
middle  of  the  ftream,  where  it  is  joined  by  other  con- 
riedted  mafts  from  the  oppofite  fide.  Thus  in  palEng 
over  the  bridge,  efpeeially  in  the  middle,  it  feems  to 
fwing,  which  to  thofe  who  are  not  ufed  to  thefe  bridges^ 
appears  fo  dangerous,  that  they  alight  from  their 
liorfes,  till  they  imagine  themfelves  fafe. 

Within  the  bowls  of  fome  of  the  mountains  are 
the  Aloft  beautiful  kinds  of  marble,  fome  white, 
others  veined,  and  others  variegated  with  a  variety 
of  colours :  there  is  here  alfo  blue  marble  with  white 
veins,  green  marble  with  greyilh  veins,  and  black 
marble  fpotted  with  white  The  mountains  alfo 
contain  that  furprizing  fubftance  called  the  magnet 
or  loadftone,  in  fuch  quantities  that  fome  tons  of  it 
liave  been  exported.  They  likewife  yield  the  am- 
ianthus or  afbeftos  of  which  incomboftible  linen  or 
paper  have  been  made. 

Having  heard  of  fome  wood  petrified  by  a  certain 
fpring  I  wrote  for  fome  famples,  and  a  large  parcel 
of  it  wasfent.  At  firft  I  thought  it  refembled  hazel 
that  had  lain  a  long  time  in  the  water ;  but  upon  a 
narrower  infpe6lion,  and  drawing  out  fome  of  the 
annually  exported,  chiefly  in  bars,  and  the  reft  caft 
mto  Gannon^    ftoves,   kettles^  &c.     Here  are  alfa 


OF  NORWAY.  ^^i 

Slaments^  I  found  it  to  be  amianthus,  much  finer 
than  the  Greenland  ftone  flax,  which  the  Rev.  Mr,. 
Egede  fays,  is  ufed  there  as  wicks  in  the  lamps, 
without  being  in  the  leaft  wafted,  while  fupplied 
with  oil  or  fat.  This  amianthus,  from  the  foftnefs 
and.finenefs  of  its  fibres,  deferves  to  be  called  ftone- 
filk,  rather  than  ftone-flax  :  I  alfo  made  a  wick  for  ^ 
lamp  of  it,  and  it  was  not  confumed  ;  but  its  light 
being  much  dimmer  than  that  produced  by  cotton,  I 
laid  it  alide.  I  have  alfo  in  my  poITellion  a  piece  of 
paper  of  this  afi^eftos,  which  when  thrown  into  a. 
fierce  fire  is  not  in  the  leaft  wafted  ;  but  what  was 
written  on  it  totally  difappears. 

The  manner  of  preparing  this  ftone-filk  or  ftone- 
flax,  is  this  :  after  its  being  foftened  in  water,  it  is 
beaten  with  a  moderate  force,  till  thie  fibres,  or  long 
threads  feparate  from  each  other  ;  after syards  they 
are  carefully  and  repeatedly  wafhed  till  clear  of  all 
terrene  particles  ;  then  the  flax  is  dried  in  a  fieve  : 
all  that  remains  now  is  to  fpin  thefe  fine  filaments, 
wherein  great  care  is  required  ;  befides  which  the 
fingers  muft  be  foftened  with  oil,  that  the  thread  may 
be  the  more  fupple  and  pliant. 

It  is  remarkable  that  though  this  country  thus 
abounds  in  ftones,  no  flints  have  been  yet  found 
there,  fo  that  thofe  for  fire  arms  are  imported  from 
Denmark  or  Germany:  but  though  there  are  no 
flints,  there  are  amethifts,  garnets,  chalcedonies, 
^gate,  jafper,  and  cryftals. 

This  country  formerly  produced  gold  ;  but  the 
ex  pence  of  working  the  mines,  and  feparating  the 
gold  from  the  ore  being  greater  than  the  profit, 
they  have  been  negle6led.  There  are,  however, 
filver  mines  of  great  value,  which  give  employment 
to  feveral  thoufand  perfons.  Thofe  of  copper  are 
likewife  extremely  rich,  and  employ  vaft  numbers. 
Iron  is  alfo  one  of  the  moft  profitable  produces  of 
jM'orvyay,  feveral  hundred  thoufand  quintals   being 
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fome  lead  mines;  but  none  of  either  tin  or  quick- 
filver. 

The  country  produces  wheat,  rye,  barley,  white, 
grey,  and  green  peas ;  vetches,  ufed  as  pio vender 
for  horfes  ;  hops,  flax,  and  hemp  ;  many  kinds  of 
roots  and  greens  for  the  kitchen,  with  a  conliderable 
number  of  hardy  flowers.  In  Norway,  as  well  as  in 
Denmark,  are  leveral  kinds  of  cherries,  of  which 
the  peafants  fell  great  quantities  dried:  there  are 
alfo  many  forts  of  wholefome  and  well  tailed  berries, 
as  red  and  white  currants,  fun-berries,  ralberries ; 
red  and  white  gooiberries,  barberries,  bilberries, 
cranberries,  ftrawberries,  blackberries,  and  many 
other  kinds.  Several  forts  of  plums  attain  to  a 
tolerable  ripenefs,  which  can  very  feldom  be  faid  of 
peaches,  apricots,  or  grapes.  However,  apples  and 
pears  of  feveral  kinds  are  found  all  over  the  country  ; 
but  the  greateft  part  of  thefe  are  fun)mer  fruits, 
uhich  ripen  early  ;  for  the  winter  fruit  feldom  comes 
to  perfe6tion,  uniefs  the  fummer  proves  hotter,  and 
the  winter  fets  in  later  than  ufuj^. 

But  though  with  refpeft  to  fruit  trees  Norway 
muft  be  acknowledged  inferior  to  mofl;  countries  of 
Europe,  yet  this  deficiency  is  Jiberally  compenfated 
by  the  bleffings  of  the  inexhauftible  foreils  ;  fo  that 
in  jnoft  provinces  immenfe  funis  are  received  from 
foreigners  for  mafts,  beams,  planks,  boards,  &c. 
not  to  mention  the  home  confumption  for  houfes 
built  entirely  of  beams  of  wood,  fliips,  bridges,  and 
an  infinite  number  of  foundries,  which  require  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  charcoal,  in  the  fufion  of  metals, 
befides  the  demands  for  fuel  and  other  dcmeftic  ufes; 
to  which  muft  be  added,  that  in  many  places  the 
woods  are  felled  only  to  clear  the  ground  and  be 
burnt,   the  allies  ferving  for  manure. 

Among  the  animals,  we  fliail  begin  with  the 
horfes,  which  are  better  for  riding  than  drawing  ; 
their  walk   is  ealy,  they  are  full  of  fpirit,  and  are 
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very  fiire  footed  ;  when  they  mount  or  defcend  a 
fteep  clifF,  on  (tones  like  fteps,  they  firft  tread  gently 
M/ith  one  foot,  to  try  if  the  (tone  they  touch  be  faft, 
and  in  this  they  uiuit  be  left  to  themfeives,  or  the 
belt  rider  will  run  the  riik  ot  his  neck  ;  but  when 
they  are  to  go  down  a  very  fteep  and  llippery  place, 
they,  in  a  furpniing  manner,  draw  their  hind-legs 
together  under  them,  and  Hide  down.  They  fliew  a 
great  deal  of  courage  in  fighting  with  the  wolves  and 
bears,  which  they  are  often  obliged  to  do,  for  when 
the  horfe  perceives  any  of  them  near  him,  and  has  a 
mare  or  gelding  with  him,  he  places  them  behind 
him;  attacks  his  antagoniil  by  ftrikingat  him  with 
his  fore-legs,  and  ufually  comes  of  conqueror. 

The  Norway  cows  are  generally  of  a  yellow 
colour,  as  are  alfo  the  horfes  ;  they  are  fmall ;  but 
their  fiefh  is  line  grained,  juicy,  and  well  tafted. 

The  Iheep  here  are  fmall,  and  refemble  thofe  of 
Denmark.  The  goats,  in  many  places,  run  wild, 
winter  and  fummer  in  the  fields,  till  they  are  ten  or 
twelve  years  old  ;  and  when  the  peafant  who  owns 
them,  is  to  catch  them,  he  muft  either  do  it  by 
fome  fnare,  or  Ihoot  them.  They  are  (b  bold,  that 
if  a  wolf  approaches  them,  they  ftay  to  receive  him, 
and  if  they  have  dogs  with  them,  they  will  refift  a 
whole  herd.  They  frequently  attack  the  Ihakes,  and 
when  they  are  bit  by  them,  not  only  kill  their  an- 
tagonifts  but  eat  them,  after  which  they  are  never 
known  to  die  of  the  bite,  though  they  are  ill  for 
feveral  days.  The  owner  warms  their  own  milk,  and 
waflies  the  fore  with  it. 

Near  Roitad,  is  a  flat  and  naked  field,  on  which 
no  vegetable  will  grow.  The  foil  is  almofl  white, 
with  grey  ftripes,  and  has  fomewhat  of  fo  peculiarly 
poifonous  a  nature,  that  though  all  oth.er  animals  may 
flifely  pafs  over  it,  a  goat  or  a  kid  no  fooner  lets  its 
foot  upon  it,  than  it  drops  down,  ftretches  out  its 
legs,  its  tongue  hangs  out  of  its  mouth,  and  it  ex- 
pires if  it  has  not  initant  help. 
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There  are  few  hogs  in  Norway  ;  and  not  many  of 
the  common  deer  ;  but  the  hares,  which  in  the  eold 
feafon,  change  from  brown  or  grey  to  a  fnow  white, 
are  very  cheap  in  winter.  Here  are  alfo  in  fome 
parts  of  this  country  elks  ;  but  they  are  not  nume- 
rous. The  rein-deer,  however,  run  wild  in  herds, 
and  are  iliot  for  food  by  the  inhabitants.  Thefe 
animals  conftitute  the  greateft,  and  almoft  the  only 
riches  of  the  Finlaplanders,  who  live  upon  their  milk, 
the  cheefe  they  make  of  it,  and  on  their  flefli :  they 
make  their  cloth mg,  tents,  and  bed  covering  of  their 
ikins  ;  and  of  the  tendons  they  make  their  fewing 
thread.  In  Finmark,  there  are  vaft  numbers  of  them 
both  wild  and  tame,  and  many  a  man  has  there 
from  fix  or  eight  hundred  to  a  thoufand  of  thefe  ufeful 
creatures  which  never  come  undercover;  they  fol- 
low him  wherever  he  is  pleafed  to  ramble,  and  when 
they  are  put  to  a  fledge,  tranfport  his  goods,  from 
one  place  to  another.  They  provide  for  themfelves, 
and  live  cbiefiy  on  mofs,  and  on  the  buds  and  leaves 
cf  trees.  They  fupport  themfelves  on  very  little 
nourifiiment,  and  are  neat,  clean,  and  entertaining 
ereatures. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  when  the  rein-deer  (beds  his 
horns,  and  others  rife  in  their  ftead,  they  appear  at 
firft  covered  with  a  fkin  ;  and  till  they  are  of  a 
finger's  length,  are  fo  foft,  that  they  may  be  cut 
with  a  knife  like  a  faufage,  and  are  delicate  eating 
even  raw;  therefore  the  huntfmen,  when  far  out  in 
thecountry,  and  pinched  for  want  of  food,  eat  them, 
and  find  that  they  fatisfy  both  their  hunger  and 
thirft.  When  the  horn  grows  bigger,  there  breeds 
within  the  Ikin  a  worm  which  eats  away  the  root. 
The  rein- deer  has  over  his  eye- lids  a  kind  of  fliin, 
through  which  he  peeps,  when  other  wife,  in  the 
hard  iiiows,  he  wouhl  be  obliged  to  fnut  his  eyes 
entirely  :  a  lingular  inftance  of  the  omnifcience  and 
benevolence  of  the  great  Creator,  in  providing  for 
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the  wants  of  each  creature,  according  to  its  deftined 
manner  of  living. 

The  hurtful  beaftsare  the  bears  and  wolves  already 
mentioned;  the  lynx;  vail  numbers  of  white,  red 
and  black  foxes  ;  and  the  glutton,  a  creature  which 
few  other  countries  know  any  otherwife  than  by  re- 
port. This  animal  receives  its  name  from  its  voracious 
appetite ;  it  in  fize  and  lliape  has  Ibme  refemblance 
to  a  long  bodied  dog,  with  thick  legs,  (harp  claws 
and  teeth ;  his  colour  is  black,  variegated  with 
brown  and  yellowilh  ftreaks.  He  has  the  boldnefs  to 
iattack  every  beaft  he  can  poffibly  conquer,  and  if  he 
finds  a  carcafe  fix  times  as  big  as  himfelf,  he  does  not 
leave  off  eating  as  long  as  there  is  a  mouthful  left: 
when  thus  gorged  he  prclTes  and  fqueezes  himfelf  be- 
tween two  trees  that  Hand  near  together  ;  and  thus 
empties  himlelf  of  what  he  has  not  time  to  digeft. 
As  his  fkin  Ihines  like  damalk,  and  is  covered  with 
foft  hair,  it  is  very  precious ;  it  is  therefore  well 
•worth  thehuntfman's  while  to  kill  him  without  wound- 
ing the  Ikin,  which  is  done  by  fliooting  him  with  a 
bow,  and  blunt  arrows. 

The  marten  is  alfo  hunted  on  account  of  its  Ikin, 
as  is  likewife  the  fquirrel  and  the  ermine,  both  of 
which  are  therefore  fliot  with  blunt  arrows.  1  am  in 
doubt  whether  the  ermine  be  different  in  kind  from 
the  Danifh  weafel :  its  valuable  ll^in  is  of  a  beautiful 
white,  and  it  has  a  black  fpot  on  the  tail.  The  er- 
mines run  after  mice  like  cats,  and  drag  nway  what 
they  catch,  particularly  epgs,  which  are  their  nicefr. 
delicacy.  Here  are  alfo  caftors,  badgers,  otters  and 
hedgehogs. 

Amang  the  mice,  fome  are  thought  poifonous, 
and  others  nre  remaikabie  for  their  being  white,  and 
the;,r  having  iTdeyes.  But  the  mofi:  pernicious  vernun 
is  a  liU}p  animal,  called  the  I:emus  or  lemming, 
which  is  between  the  fize  of  a  rat  and  a  moiife  :  the 
tail  is  fhoit,  au  i  turned  up  at  the  end,  and  the  legs 
sare  aifa'fo  thon:  that  they  fcarce  keep  the  beliy  from 


456  THE  NATURAL  HISTORY 

the  ground.  They  have  very  foft  hair,  and  are  of 
different  colours ;  particularly  black,  with  yellow 
and  brown  in  ltreak§,  and  fome  in  ipots.  About  once 
or  twice  in  every  twenty  years,  they  alFemble  from 
their  lecret  abodes  in  prodigious  numbers,  like  the 
mefTengeisot  heaven  to  punifli  their  neighbouring 
inhabitants.  They  proceed  from  Kolens  rock,  which 
divides  the  Nordland  manor  from  Sweden,  and  is  held 
to  be  their  peculiar  and  native  place,  marching  in 
vait  multitudes  through  Nordland  and  Finmark  to 
the  weftern  ocean  ;  and  other  bodies  of  them  through 
Svvedifh  Lapmarck  to  the  Sinus  Bothnicus,  devour- 
ing all  the  grafs  and  vegetables  in  their  way.  They 
do  this  in  a  dire6l  line,  and  going  ftraight  forwards 
proceed  into  the  rivers  or  the  Tea.  l^hus  if  they 
meet  with  a  boat  on  any  frefli  water  river,  they  run 
in  at  one  end  or  fide,  and  out  again  at  the  other,  in 
order  to  keep  their  courfe.  They  carry  their  young 
■with  them  on  their  backs,  or  in  their  mouths  ;  and 
if  they  meet  with  peafants  who  come  to  oppcfe  them, 
they  will  itand  undaunted,  and  bai'k  at  them  like  dogs. 
This  evil  is,  however,  of  no  long  duration  ;  for  on 
entering  the  fea,  they  fwim  as  long  as  they  are  able, 
and  then  are  drowned.  If  any  are  flopped  in  their 
courfe,  fo  that  they  cannot  reach  the  fea,  they  are 
killed  by  the  frofts  of  winter,  and  if  any  efcape, 
jmoft  of  them  die  as  foon  as  they  eat  the  new 
grafs. 

As  to  the  reptiles  there  are  neither  land  fnakes  nor 
toads  beyond  the  temperate  zone,  and  even  thofe 
fnakes  on  the  extremities  of  the  temperate  climate, 
are  lefs  poifonous  than  in  more  fouthern  countries  : 
lizards  are  hereof  various  colours,  as  brown,  green, 
and  ftriped.  Thofe  that  are  green  are  found  in  the 
fields,  and  the  others  in  the  cracks  and  holes  of 
rocks. 

Among  the  fowls  are  moft  of  thofe  feen  in  the  reft 
of  Europe,  and  fome  that  feem  peculiar  to  this  coun- 
try.    Of  the  former  are  cocks  and  hens,   turkeys^ 
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peacocks,  tame  and  wild  gee^Cj  ducks,  and  pigeons; 
nightingales,  larks,  quails,  partridges,  l^arlings, 
wrens,  magpies,  water-wagtails,  eagles,  faulcons, 
havvks,  ravens,  cormorants,  ftorks,  herons,  gulls, 
owls,  bats,  and  many  others:  among  thofe  that  are 
in  a  manner  peculiar  to  this  country  is  the  francolin 
an  excellent  land  bird,  which  ferves  the  Norwegians 
inftead  of  the  phealant,  itsflelli  being  white,  firm,  and 
of  a  delicious  tafte.  The  black  cap  is  almofl  as  ImaU 
as  the  wren  ;  the  body  is  black  and  )'elIow,  it  is 
white  under  the  beiiy,  and  the  top  of  the  head  is 
black.  Thefe  birds  keep  near  the  houfes,  and  are 
fuch  lovers  of  meat,  that  the  farmers  can  hardly 
keep  them  from  it,  and  therefore  catch  them  like 
mice  in  a  trap. 

In  (hort,  there  are  here  fuch  incredible  numbers 
of  fea  and  land  fowl  near  the  rocks  on  the  fea-ihore, 
that  they  fometimes  obfcure  the  fight  of  the  heavens 
for  many  miles  out  at  fea,  fo  that  one  would  imagine 
all  the  fowl  in  the  univerfe  were  gathered  together  in 
one  flock. 

Norway  is  alfo  as  plentifully  fupplied  with  fifli  as 
any  country  in  the  world '^. 

The  Norwegians  are  generaly  tall,  well  made  and 
lively  ;  yet  thofe  on  the  c^aft  are  neither  fo  tall  nor 
lo  robult  as  thofe  who  inhabit  the  mountains;  but 
are  remarkable  for  being  fatter  and  having  rounder 
faces.  The  people  in  general,  are  brifk,  and  ingeni- 
ous ;  which  appears  from  the  peafants  not  employing 
any  hatters,  Ihoemakers,  taylors,  tanners,  weavers, 
carpenters,  fmiths,.  or  joiners,  for  all  thefe  trades 

*  The  learned  and  pious  author  mentions  two  or  three  aquatic 
animals,  which  are  of  fo  extraordinary  a  nature  as  fo  exceed  all  the 
bounds  of  probability.  But  as  he  never  faw  them,  and  only  depends 
on  the  credit  of  thofe  who  furniflied  him  with  thefe  accounts;  we 
who  can  have  no  proofs  of  their  veracity,  muft  at  leaft  fufpend  our 
behef ;  and  it  feems  moll  prudent  to  omit  defcribing  them  till  we  can 
have  more  certain  proofs  of  their  exiftence. 
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are  excercifed  in  every  farm-houfe,  and  they  think  a 
boy  can  never  be  an  ufeful  member  of  fociety,  nor  a 
good  man,  without  making  himfelf  mailer  of  all 
thefe  arts.  Thefe  are  remarkable  for  their  civility 
and  willingnefs  to  ferve  every  one ;  and  a  traveller  is 
feldom  fulFered  to  pay  for  his  lodging;  for  they  think 
it  their  duty  to  treat  the  ftranger  as  well  as  it  is  iit 
their  power,  and  look  upon  it  as  an  honour  done  them 
if  he  accepts  of  their  civilities.  Yet  the  peafant 
never  gives  the  upper  end  of  the  table  to  the  greateft 
gueft  that  ever  comes  under  his  roof;  for  he  thinks 
that  place  belongs  only  to  himfelf.  They  keep  open 
houfes  for  three  weeks  at  Chriftmas,  during  which 
their  tables  are  fpread  and  loaded  with  the  belt  pro- 
vifions  they  can  afford.  At  Chrillmas-eve  their 
hofpitality  extends  to  the  very  birds;  and,  for  their 
life,  they  hang  on  a  pole  at  the  barn  door  an  un- 
threlhed  Iheef  of  corn,  which  draws  thither  the 
fparrows  and  other  fmall  birds. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  trading  towns  live,  with 
refpe6^  to  provifions,  much  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  Danes;  but  the  peafants  keep  clofe  to  the  manners 
of  their  fore-fathers.  Thin  oat-cakes  are  their  com- 
mon bread;  but  upon  particular  occafions,  as  wed- 
dings or  entertainments,  they  have  rye-bread.  If 
grain  be  fcarce,  which  generally  happens  after  a 
fevere  winter;  the  peafants  have  recourfe  to  a  difagree^ 
able  method  of  preferving  life,  by  boiling  and  dry- 
ing the  bark  of  the  fir-tree,  mixing  it  with  a  little 
oatmeal,  and  making  it  into  a  kind  of  bread.  Even 
in  times  of  plenty  they  eat  a  little  of  it,  that  they 
make  think  it  lefs  difagreeable  in  a  time  of  fcarcity. 

The  lakes  and  rivers  furnilh  the  people  with  plenty 
of  frelh  water  filh,  and  the  mountains  with  game. 
For  their  w^inter  ftock  they  kill  cows,  (heep,  and 
goats  ;  part  of  which  they  pickle  and  fmoak,  and 
fonie  of  it  they  cut  in  thin  flices,  fprinkle  it  with  fait, 
then  dry  it  in  the  wind,  and  eat  it  like  hung  beef. 
They  are  fond  of  brandy,  and  of  fmoaking  and 
chewing  tobacco. 
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The  Norwegians  who  live  in  towns  have  nothing 
remarkable  in  their  drefs  ;  but  the  peaiants  do  not 
trouble  themfelves  about  falhions.  Thofe  called 
ftrile-farmers  have  their  breeches  and  ftockings  of 
one  piece.  They  have  a  wide  loofe  jacket,  made  of  a 
coarfe  woollen  cloth  ;  as  are  alfo  their  Vvraiilcoats,  and 
thofe  who  would  appear  fine  have  the  feams  covered 
with  cloth  of  a  different  colour.  The  peafants  of 
one  parifli  are  remarkable  for  wearing  black  cloaths 
edged  with  red  ;  another  for  wearing  all  black  ;  the 
drefs  of  another  parifii  is  white  edged  with  black  ; 
others  wear  black  and  yellow  ;  and  thus  the  inhabit- 
ants of  almoft  every  parifh  vary  in  the  colour  of  their 
clothes.  They  wear  a  flapped  hat,  or  a  little  brown, 
grey,  or  black  cap  made  quite  round,  and  the  feams 
ornamented  with  black  ribbons.  They  have  (hoes 
of  a  peculiar  conftru(5tion  without  heels,  confifting 
of  two  pieces;  the  upper  leather  fits  clofe  to  the 
foot,  to  which  the  fo!e  is  joined  by  a  great  many 
plaits  and  folds.  When  they  travel,  and  in  the 
winter  they  wear  a  fort  of  half  boots  that  reach  up  to 
the  calf  of  the  leg,  and  are  laced  on  one  fide  ;  and 
when  they  go  on  the  rocks  in  the  fnow  they  put  on 
fnow  fhoes.  But  as  thefe  are  troublefome  when  they 
have  a  great  way  to  travel,  they  put  on  Ikaits  about 
as  broad  as  the  foot,  but  fix  or  eight  feet  long,  and 
pointed  before  ;  they  are  covered  underneath  with 
leal  (kin,  fo  that  the  fmooth  grain  of  the  hair  turns 
backwards  to  the  heel.  With  thefe  fnow-fkaits  they 
Hide  about  on  the  fnow  as  well  as  they  can  upon  the 
ice,  and  fafter  than  any  horfe  can  gallop. 

The  pealant  never  wears  a  neckcloth,  or  any- 
thing of  that  kind,  except  when  he  is  dreffed ;  for 
his  neck  and  breaft  are  always  open,  and  he  lets  the 
fnow  beat  into  his  bofon.  On  the  contrary,  he  covers 
his  veins,  binding  a  woollen  fillet  round  his  wrifts. 
About  their  body  they  wear  a  broad  leather  belt, 
ornamented  with  convex  brafs  plates;  to  this  hangs 
a  brafs  chain,  which  holds  their  large  knife,  gimblet, 
and  other  tackle. 
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The  women  at  church,  and  in  genteel  alTembles 
drefs  thenifelves  in  jackets  laced  dole,  and  have 
leather  girdles,  with  filver  ornaments  about  them. 
They  alio  wear  a  lilver  chain  three  or  ibur  times 
round  the  neck,  and  a  gilt  medal  hanging  at  the  end 
of  it.  Their  handkerchiefs  and  caps  are  alnioit 
covered  with  linali  filver,  brafs,  and  tin-plates,  but- 
tons, and  large  rings,  fuch  as  they  wear  on  their 
iingers,  to  which  they  hang  again  a  parcel  of  fmalL 
ones,  which  makes  a  ginghng  noife  when  they  move. 
A  maiden -bride  has  her  hair  platted,  and  hung  as 
full  as  poflible  with  fuch  kind  of  trinkets,  as  alfo  her 
clothes  :  for  this  purpofe  they  get  all  the  ornaments 
they  can. 

Their  houfes  are,  in  general,  built  of  fir  and  pine- 
trees,  the  whole  trunks  of  which  are  only  cliopped 
even  to  make  them  lie  clofe,  and  then  laid  upon  one 
another,  and  faftened  with  mortices  at  the  corners. 
Thefe  trunks  are  left  round  as  they  grew,  both  on 
the  infides  and  outlides  of  the  houfe,  and  are  fre- 
quently boarded  over  and  painted,  efpecially  in  the 
trading  towns,  which  gives  them  a  genteel  appear- 
ance. 

In  the  country  villages  the  houfes  are  built  at  a  dif- 
tance  from  each  other,  with  their  fields  and  grounds 
about  them.  The  flore  houfe  for  the  provilions  is 
generally  at  a  diftance  irom  the  dwelling- houfe,  for 
fear  of  fire,  and  placed  high  upon  poles,  to  keep 
the  provifions  dry  and  preferve  them  from  mice,  and 
all  kinds  of  vermin.  The  kitchen  Hands  alio  fepu- 
rate,  as  do  the  barns,  hay-lott,  cow-houfes,  ftabies, 
and  the  like.  A  farm  has  likewife  commonly  a  mill 
belonging  to  it,  fituated  by  fome  rivulet,  befides  a 
fmith's  forge;  for  every  farmer  as  hath  been  obferved, 
is  his  own  fmith.  Up  the  country,  where  timber 
ior  building  is  but  of  little  value,  there  is  many  a 
farm  houfe  as  large  as  a  nobleman's  leat  ;  it  is  fre- 
quently two  ftories  high,  and  has  a  railed  balcony  in 
|:he  front,  and  the  additional  buildings  rcfemble  a 
little  village.     The  common  farm-houfes  have,  how- 
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ever,  only  the  ground  floor,  and  no  other  window 
but  a  fquare  hole  in  the  wall,  which  is  left  open  in 
fummer  ;  but  in  winter  or  in  wet  weather  is  filled  up 
with  a  wooden  frame  covered  with  the  inward  mem- 
brane of  Ibme  animal,  this  is  very  ftrong,  and  as 
tranfparent  as  a  bladder.  This  hole  which  is  as  high 
as  it  can  be  placed,  alfo  anfwers  the  purpole  of  a 
chinmey  by  ferving  to  let  out  the  fmoke. 

Under  the  light-hole  generally  ftands  a  long  thick 
table,  with  benehes  of  the  fame  wood  ;  and  at  the 
upper  end  is  the  high  feat  which  belongs  to  the 
maimer  only.  In  towns  thefe  houfes  are  covered  with 
tiles  ;  but  in  the  country  the  people  lay  over  the 
boards  the  fappy  bark  of  birch  trees,  which  will  not 
decay  in  many  years.  They  cover  this  again  three 
or  four  inches  thick  with  turf,  on  which  good  grafs 
always  grows. 

The  peafants  are  bulled  in  cutting  wood,  felling 
and  floating  of  timber,  burning  charcoal  and  ex- 
tracting of  tar.  Great  numbers  are  employed  in 
the  mines,  and  at  the  furnaces  and  ftamping  mills; 
and  alfo  in  navigation  and  lifliing,  befides  hunting, 
and  fliooting  ;  for  every  body  is  at  liberty  to  purfue 
the  game,  efpecially  in  the  mountains,  and  on  the 
heaths  and  commons,  where  every  peafant  may  make 
ufe  of  what  arms  he  pleafes. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  the  catching 
of  birds  affords  fome  of  the  inhabitants  a  very  good 
maintenance:  but  it  is  impoffibie  to  give  a  jull  idea 
of  the  fatigue  and  danger  with  which  the  people 
fearch  for  the  birds  in  the  high  and  deep  rocks, 
many  of  which  are  above  two  hundred  fathoms  per- 
pendicular. Thefe  people  v;ho  are  called  birdmea 
have  two  methods  of  catching  them  :  they  either 
climb  up  thefe  perpendicular  rocks,  or  are  let  down 
from  the  top  by  a  ftrong  and  thick  rope.  \V!ien 
they  climb  up  they  have  a  large  pole  of  eleven  or 
twelve  ells  in  length  with  an  iron  hook  at  the  end. 
They  who  are  underneath  in  a  boat,  or  fnind  on  a 
ciiflj  fallen  this  hook  to  the  v/uiirband  of  the  inan'a 
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"breeches  who  cUmbs,  by  which  means  they  help 
him  up  to  the  higheft  proje6lion  he  can  reach,  and 
fix  his  feet  upon.  They  then  help  up  another 
to  the  fame  place  ;  and  when  they  are  both  up,  give 
each  his  bird  pole,  and  a  long  rope  which  they  tie 
at  each  end  round  their  waifts.  The  one  then  climbs 
up  as  high  as  he  can,  and  where  it  is  difficult,  the 
other  by  putting  his  pole  under  his  breech,  pufiies 
him  up,  till  he  gets  to  a  good  {landing  place ;  the 
iippermoft  of  the  two  then  helps  the  other  up  to 
him  with  the  rope  ;  and  thus  they  proceed  till  they 
get  to  the  part  where  the  birds  build,  and  there 
they  fearch  for  them.  As  they  have  many  dangerous 
places  yet  to  climb,  one  always  feeks  a  convenient 
place  to  ftand  fure,  and  be  able  to  hold  himfelf  faft, 
•while  the  other  is  climbing  about.  If  the  latter 
iliouH  happen  to  flip,  he  is  held  up  by  the  other 
who  (lands  firm  ;  and  when  he  has  got  fafe  by  thofe 
dangerous  places,  he  fixes  himfelf  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, that  he  may  affiit  the  other  to  come  fafe  to 
him  ;  and  then  they  clamber  about  after  birds  where 
they  pleafe.  But  accidents  fometimes  happen  ;  for 
If  the  one  does  not  ftand  firm,  or  is 'not  Itrong 
enough  to  fupport  the  other  when  he  (lips,  they 
both  fall  and  are  killed  ;  and  thus  fome  perilh  every 
year. 

When  they  thus  reach  the  places  that  are  fcldom 
vifited,  they  find  the  birds  fo  tame  that  they  may 
take  them  with  their  hands  ;  for  they  are  loth  to 
leave  their  young,  but  where  they  are  wild,  they 
either  throw  a  net  over  them  in  the  rock,  or  en- 
tangle thofe  that  are  flying  with  a  net  fixed  to  the 
end  of  their  poles.  •  Thus  they  catch  vaft  numbers 
of  fowls,  and  the  boat  keeping  underneath  them, 
they  throw  the  dead  birds  into  it,  and  foon  fill  the 
vefiei.  When  the  weather  is  tolerably  good,  and 
thei'e  is  a  great  deal  of  game,  the  birdmen  will 
continue  eight  days  together  on  the  rocks  ;  for  there 
are  here  and  there  holes  in  which  they  can  fecurely 
take  their  repofe  ;    they  dravy    up  provifioas  with 
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linesj  and  boats  are  kept  coming  and  going  to  take 
away  the  game. 

On  the  other  hand,  many  recks  being  fo  fleep  and 
dangerous  tluit  they  cannot  poifibly  climb  up  them, 
they  are  then  let  down  from  above  ;  when  they  have 
a  ftrong  rope  eighty  or  a  hundred  fathoms  long,  and 
about  three  inches  in  thicknefs.  One  end  of  it  the 
birdman  laftens  about  his  waiil,  and  then  drawing 
it  between  his  legs  fo  that  he  can  fit  on  it,  he  is  let 
down  with  his  bird- pole  in  his  hand,  by  fix  men  at 
the  top,  who  let  the  rope  link  by  degrees,  but  lay  a 
piece  of  timber  on  the  edge  of  a  rock,  for  it  to 
Hide  on,  to  prevent  its  being  torn  to  pieces  by  the 
iliarp  end  of  the  ftones.  Another  line  is.fe^hed 
round  the  man's  waill,  which  he  pulls  to  givJi  figns 
when  he  would  have  them  pull  him  up,  let  him 
lower,  or  keep  him  where  he  is.  He  is  in  great 
danger  of  the  ftones  loofening  by  the  rope,  and 
falling  upon  him  ;  he  therefore  wears  a  thick  furred 
Cap  well  lined,  which  fecures  him  from  the  blows  he 
may  receive  from  fmaii  ftones  ;  but  if  large  ones  fall 
he  is  in  the  greateft  hazard  ot  lofing  his  life.  Thus 
do  thefe  poor  men  often  expofe  themleives  to  the 
moft  imminent  danger,  m.erely  to  get  a  fubfiftence 
for  their  families.  There  are  fome  indeed  who  fay 
there  is  no  great  hazard  in  it,  after  they  are  accuf- 
tomed  to  it ;  but  at  ftrft  the  rope  turns  round  with 
them,  till  their  heads  are  giddy,  and  they  can  do 
nothing  to  fave  themfelves.  Thofe  who  have  learnt 
the  art  make  a  play  of  it  ;  they  put  their  feet 
again  ft  the  rock,  throw  thernfelves  feveral  fathoms 
out,  and  pufli  themfelves  into  what  place  they 
pleafe.  They  even  keep  themfelves  out  on  the 
line  in  the  air,  and  catch  with  their  poles  num» 
be.rs  of  birds  flying  out  and  into  their  holes.  Tl.e 
greateft  art  is  required  in  throwing  themfelves 
out,  fo  as  to  fwing  under  the  proje6tion  of  a  rock 
where  the  birds  gather  too^ether  ;  here  they  fix  their 
feet,  loofen  themfelves  fj-om  the  rope,  which  they 
faften  to  a  ftone  to  prevent  its  fvvinging  out  of  their 
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reach,  and  then  the  man  climbs  about  and  catches 
the  birds  either  with  his  hands,  or  his  pole,  and 
when  he  has  killed  as  many  as  he  thinks  proper,  he 
ties  them  together,  faftens  them  to  the  imall  line, 
and  by  a  pull  gives  a  lign  for  thofe  above  to  draw 
them  up.  In  this  manner  he  works  all  day,  and 
when  he  wants  to  go  up,  he  gives  a  lign  to  be  drawn 
up;,  or  elfe  works  himfelf  up  with  his  belt  full  of  bird?. 

^^'hen  there  are  not  people  enough  to  hold  the 
rope,  the  birdman  fixes  a  poft  in  the  ground,  faftens 
his  rope  to  it,  and  fljdes  down  without  any  help,  to 
work  as  before.  .,Tl),ereare  in  fome  places  lieep  clilfs 
of  a  prodigious  fize,  lying  under  the. land,  and  yet 
more  thai!  100  fathoms  above  the  water,  which  are 
likewile  very  difficult  to  be  got  at.  Down  thefe 
cliffs  they  help  one  another  in  the  above  manner, 
and  taking  a  ftrong  rope  with  them,  faften  it  here 
and  there  in  the  cliff,  where  they  can,  and  leave  it 
all  the  fummer  :  upon  this  they  will  runup  and 
down,  and  take  the  birds  at  plealiire.  It.is  impoflibie 
to  defcribe  how^  frightful  and  dangerous  this  bird- 
catching  appears  to  the  beholders,  from  the  vaft 
height,  and  exceffive  fteepnefs  of  the  rocks,  many  of 
■which  hang  over  the  fea  :  it  feems  impoflibie  for  men 
to  enter  the  holes  under  thefe  projeftions,  or  to 
walk  200  yards  high  on  crags  of  rocks  where  they 
can  but  juft  fix  their  toes. ,  .-  • 

The  birds  being  brought  home,  they,  eat -part  of 
them  frefh,  and  part  is  hung  up. to  dry  for  the 
winter  feafon.  Thefe  birds  afford  the -jfiih^bitants  a' 
very  good  maintenance,  partly  frc^.^t|^eiir  feathers, 
and  down,  which  are  gathered  and  ferit  to  foreign, 
parts,  and  partly  from  their  flclh  and  t^ggs..  Some 
forts  of  the  latter  are  as  good  as  hen  eggS;^,jtnd  though 
of  various  colours  and  lizes  are  fent  toKfiarket.      --•' 
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